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Fast and affordable

Simple setup

No technical skills 
needed

Interchangeable 
designs

Automatic (no-cost) 
upgrades

See how Club Management 
System can boost your club 
efforts and save time.

Details at www.KiwanisOne.org/manageyourclub.

club websites
Quick and easy

A public website is part of the full version Club Management System.

THINK SPRING
In Medina, Ohio, where I live, we are known as the home of the honey 
bee. We are home to A.I. Root, who is the father of bee culture. We are 
home to a lot of worker bees.

This time of year is special for us. It is the time when those bees come 
out of hibernation and begin to attend to their business of pollinating 
flowers and making honey. These bees are very active in our town; they 
have important work to do, and we go out of our way to make sure they 

can carry on. They need to pollinate the flowers and build new hives to 
provide honey for their community as well as ours.

We Kiwanis members are like these worker bees. At spring-
time, we are all abuzz with activity in our communities.

Spring is special around the Kiwanis world too. It’s a 
time to celebrate the end of winter and the start of a new 
season of renewal and revitalization within our clubs. 
Spring is a time to attend educational sessions being 

offered within our districts so we can reinvigorate our 
club leadership.

Spring is a time to go out and get more worker bees 
to join us as we continue to work to improve the lives 
of children and families in our communities. A time to 
build new hives with more Kiwanians to serve.

Spring is a time to continue our focus on The Eliminate 
Project to eliminate maternal and neonatal tetanus. We 

can help the cause by making our club a Model Club.

Spring is a time to attend our Key Club and Circle K district 
conventions. It’s a time to show our support for all our service 
leadership programs.

Spring is a time to sign up for our international convention so 
we can be with the many friends in Kiwanis we’ve met over 
the years. A time to elect officers and vote on amendments, to 
attend an educational forum, to participate in a service proj-
ect, to walk for MNT and to visit a city that has been reborn 
after Hurricane Katrina.

Spring is a special time. A time for the Kiwanis worker bees 
to get out there and make a difference one bee at a time. 
That’s what we believe in Medina. Do you?

Alan Penn
Kiwanis International President
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What they Say   Describe a project you recently attended which involved the most fun.

Alan Penn
President

Tom DeJulio
President-elect

“Making no-sew 
blankets at the 
Kentucky-Tennessee 
District midyear 
conference.  A lot of 
fun with the leaders 
of the district.”

“Kiwanians (average 
age 59) playing 
the game “Name 
That Tune” with Key 
Clubbers (average 
age 16). We not only 
raised funds, but 
also bridged the 
generation gap with 
rap, rhapsodies and 
raucous laughter.”

Gunter Gasser
Vice president

“Two playing days 
for children and their 
families organized by 
the Kiwanis Club of 
Spittal Porcia, Austria. 
It was great fun to 
see parents playing 
with their children, 
enjoying together 
many new indoor 
and outdoor games.”

Once again, our April Kiwanis mag-
azine presents a combined annual 
report of Kiwanis International and 
our Kiwanis International Founda-
tion (Page 46). 2010-11 will be re-
membered for a number of success-
es, several of which will likely make 
our list of significant accomplish-
ments for the soon-to-be-celebrated 
first hundred years of Kiwanis.

In July, we launched our Global 
Campaign for Children, The Elimi-
nate Project. Our partnership with 
UNICEF will lead to US$110 mil-
lion being raised 
and expended to 
eliminate mater-
nal and neonatal 
tetanus from 36 
nations. On Page 
16, you’ll see 
how a Kiwanis-
family site visit to Sierra Leone vali-
dates the need for our work.

We kicked off this campaign at our 
annual convention in Geneva, Swit-
zerland, our first non-North Ameri-
can convention destination in more 
than a decade. A few years ago, the 
Kiwanis International Board decided 
that if one-third of the membership 
resides outside of North America, 
one-third of our conventions should 
take place outside of North America. 
In that spirit, Macau was selected as 
the site of the 2014 convention.

We began an effort to locate and re-
engage former Key Club and Circle 
K members. By forming an alumni 
group, we now can track and invite 
these men and women back to the 
Kiwanis family. And of course, the 
origins of their membership—our 
Service Leadership Programs—con-
tinue to flourish. We ended 2010-11 
with all of these groups at or near all-
time high membership levels.

We began a growth initiative for 
the nation of India. Our fellow Indi-
an members (we have seven clubs) 

perform out-
standing service 
to their commu-
nities. You can 
read about how 
incredible India 
is for Kiwanis on 
Page 30.

Finally, we ended 2010-11 begin-
ning our preparation for a great 
2012 convention in New Orleans. 
While the Crescent City is known 
for its fun and its entertainment, 
I’ve found its food just may be the 
best thing about the city. On Page 
36, we are making our best effort to 
tempt you to join us in June by ap-
pealing to your taste buds.

As you read through this issue 
and the annual report, my hope is 
that you continue to be proud to be 
a Kiwanian.

Reflecting on 2010-11

executive  
PeRSPective

Stan Soderstrom
Kiwanis, Executive Director

QuoteS

Kiwanis One Day has been a hot 
Facebook topic lately. Here are a 
couple samples:

“Grand Junction, Colorado, is planning 
a big Kids Against Hunger food-packing 
event. We’re invit-
ing clubs in our di-
vision and hope to 
pack 24,000 meals.”

Lynne Sorlye
Grand Junction, 
Colorado

“The Kiwanis Club of Tabb, Virginia, is 
doing its annual spring cleaning at the 
Lackey Free Clinic in 
Yorktown. We clean 
the carpets, do win-
dows, heavy dust-
ing, etc.”

Judith Letchworth
Tabb, Virginia

And here’s a YouTube comment 
about a past One Day event:
“I can’t even begin to tell you what a 
difference Kiwanis has made. I mean 
putting up fence, laying stone … ev-
erything. I think pretty much every-
thing that has been done in this park 
has been done by the Kiwanis Club 
of Tyson Corner, McLean.”

Rebecca Boone
Manager, Clemyjontri Park, McLean, 
Virginia 

Join us at www.facebook.com/
kiwanis, twitter.com/kiwanis 
and www.kiwanis.org/blog.
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GLOBAL CAMPAIGN FOR CHILDREN

Honor a special woman with a Mother’s Day/International Women’s Day 

Zeller Fellowship. Make a gift to The Eliminate Project in the name of 

your mother—or any person who has been an inspiration. When you 

give a Mother’s Day Zeller Fellowship, you’ll save or protect more than 

690 lives from maternal and neonatal tetanus.  

Learn more at www.TheEliminateProject.org/mothersday.

What if your 
Mother’s Day gift 

could save  a  child’s  life?

Limited-edition Mother’s Day Zeller pin
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Kiwanis

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

A book-reading pirate. A life-saving defi-
brillator. Cuddly dolls that comfort hospi-
talized children.

Every year, clubs and districts show off 
such projects at the Kiwanis International 
Service Fair. Your club can join the show this 
year in New Orleans, where thousands of 
Kiwanians and guests will attend the 97th 
Annual Kiwanis International Convention, 
June 28–July 1.

In addition to booths featuring retailers 
and charitable organizations, the conven-

tion is devoting a section of the exhibit hall 
to showcase Kiwanis success stories. 

What’s your club’s speciality? Pancakes? 
After-school mentoring? Talent shows? 
Community gardening?

Help other clubs succeed by signing up 
to share your expertise and proven project 
ideas.

Learn more at http://kwn.is/xkuw5K. 
The application, which can be found at 
http://kwn.is/zfieTW, is due to Kiwanis 
International by May 11, 2012.

Kiwanis clubs’ favorite projects will be on display at the 
international convention’s service fair. will your club be there?

All that service
Each convention’s exhibit hall is a festival-like setting with 

booths showcasing everything from international programs, 

such as The Eliminate Project (above), to clubs’ success stories.
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Emphasis on excellence

Build your
convention schedule
Kiwanis makes it easy for you to create your own personal 
schedule for the 2012 Kiwanis International convention.

“My Convention Schedule” offers a list of all convention 
events at www.KiwanisOne.org/convention/myschedule. 
You’ll find a list of sessions, ticketed events and workshops, 
along with descriptions for most events.

If you’ve already registered for convention, log in (using 
your KiwanisOne email and password) from the schedule 
dashboard and access additional features to customize your 
itinerary. First-time users will be given an option to register.

For registered attendees, once logged in, ticketed events 
you already paid for will populate your schedule. Browse and 
add events you plan to attend.

The schedule is subject to change at any time, so please 
check back and update your itinerary in mid-June.

Growth period
May is Membership Month, a time for clubs to orga-
nize well-planned membership-recruitment events.

Though a one-time event should not replace contin-
ual efforts to attract new members, here are steps for a 
proven campaign:
1. Adopt the program (http://kwn.is/KIrecruiting).
2. Assign tasks to membership growth committee 

members.
3. Develop an invitation list.
4. Arrange for publicity.
5. Prepare the meeting place.
6. Plan the agenda.
7. Follow up.

At its January meeting, the Kiwanis International 
Board approved changes for the Club Leadership Edu-
cation program.

Effective immediately, education is required for incom-
ing club presidents and secretaries. Club secretaries will 
receive their education through one of three options:

Webinars. Look for 2012 Club Leadership Education 
sessions at www.KiwanisOne.org/webinars.

Online curriculum. This self-guided learning module 
can be found at www.KiwanisOne.org/CLE.

Existing club leadership education events.
An emphasis on education is an essential part of Kiwan-

is’ goals. For more info, email education@kiwanis.org.

Kiwanis
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Duty calls for
Kiwanis One Day
Kiwanis One Day is near: April 21.

Here are your assignments:
Serve. Thousands of Kiwanis-family members will 

join you as they perform service projects in New Zea-
land, New Mexico, Newfoundland and Kiwanis na-
tions worldwide.

Spread the news. Keep your local news media in-
formed about Kiwanis One Day, but don’t forget to 
send a couple photos and a summary of your project by 
April 23 to magazine@kiwanis.org for possible future 
use by Kiwanis International.

The gift that serves
Every year, Kiwanis clubs around the globe apply for 
and receive grants from your Kiwanis International 
Foundation.

The Kiwanis Club of Federal Way, Washington, for ex-
ample, received a grant to help provide Hondurans with 
a free medical clinic and malaria-control center (right). 
High impact service, thanks to generous Kiwanians. But 
for every grant made, five times as many go unfunded.

To position your foundation to support more projects, 
clubs will be asked, beginning October 1, 2012, to con-
sider an Annual Club Gift of US$20 or more per mem-
ber. The current recommended gift is $5 per member.

More information about the Annual Club Gift pro-
gram is available at www.kiwanis.org/foundation/acg 
and at international and district conventions.

Protect your club
These days, more organizations protect themselves 
with criminal-history background checks.

Thanks to Kiwanis International’s relationship 
with Safe Hiring Solutions, your Kiwanis club can 
do the same.

Safe Hiring Solutions can perform criminal-history 
background checks on club members—including those 
who work with children, manage club accounts or take 
on other potentially sensitive roles.

With Safe Hiring Solutions’ secure electronic pro-
cess, no paperwork is required for you or your club. 
Criminal-history background checks are a new option-
al service. Find more information at www.KiwanisOne.
org/backgroundchecks.
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NEWS | 09

Kiwanis

At a meeting of the Kiwanis International Council 
held January 12–14, 2012, members adopted 12 Ki-
wanis International Bylaws amendments to:

1. Add a statement that clubs must comply with 
all applicable laws and regulations of local 
jurisdiction.

2. Eliminate current provisions and restrictions re-
garding cancellation of club meetings, allowing 
greater flexibility in rescheduling club meetings.

3. Eliminate the requirement that clubs must have 
at least one vice president.

4. Eliminate the many specific details related to ad-
mission of new members, allowing greater flex-
ibility for clubs to set their own process.

5. Reduce the required minimum number of club 
directors from five to three.

6. Expand the time frame for clubs to hold annu-
al elections of new officers, allowing greater 
flexibility.

7. Remove the reference to “petitions” in forming 
new clubs, because petitions are no longer used 
by Kiwanis International, and remove district ap-
proval for new clubs.

8. Eliminate the requirement that districts must 

approve club use of lotteries, raffles and other 
games of chance.

9. Clarify that clubs must report all club delegates 
and alternates for the Kiwanis International con-
vention 60 days prior to convention, not just 
those who do not belong to their club.

10. Update provisions related to the Kiwanis Inter-
national board election process, now that elec-
tronic voting is used.

11. Provide that the host district of a Kiwanis In-
ternational convention may hold its own con-
vention in conjunction with the International 
convention.

12. Remove administrative details from the bylaws 
which are more appropriate for procedures.

Amendments adopted by Council will become 
permanent unless rescinded at the 2012 Kiwanis In-
ternational convention in New Orleans.

Council also endorsed several other proposed 
amendments, recommending them for adoption 
later this year by the House of Delegates at the 2012 
Kiwanis International convention. Two other propos-
als were referred back to the Kiwanis International 
Board for further consideration. For more informa-
tion, visit http://kwn.is/KI-01-12amendments.

Council adopts bylaws amendments

New-club size: 15
The Kiwanis International Board has reduced the mini-
mum number of members necessary to form a new club 
to 15, effective this past March 1.

Previously, 20 or 25 members were needed to open a 
new club, depending on location.

“The board is excited to offer this greater flexibility, 
because of the greater opportunity it affords,” says 
Kiwanis International President Alan Penn. “But it 
also brings greater responsibility. Those building 
new clubs must strive to develop an initial core of 
15 high quality members who, with ongoing support, 
will continue to grow to a strong, enduring club of 
25, 35, 50 or 100 members. We must redouble our ef-
forts to provide education, leadership development 
and mentoring so these newest members of Kiwanis 
become Kiwanians for life.”
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Our family’s
conventions
Kiwanians aren’t the only members of the Kiwanis fam-
ily gearing up for a great international convention.

CKI members will be sharing the New Orleans experi-
ence with Kiwanians and Aktion Club members for their 
57th Annual Circle K International Convention, June 
27–July 1. Key Club members will follow soon after as 
they “unveil the magic” at their 69th annual convention 
in Orlando, Florida, July 4–8.

If you and your club want to help your local Key Club 
and CKI members see the Kiwanis family in action on a 
global level, consider sponsoring interested students to 
attend their respective conventions. Try the “one-third 
plan” where the attendee, the attendee’s Key Club or 
CKI club and the sponsoring Kiwanis club each pays 
one-third of the cost to attend. 

For more convention info, check out www.keyclub.
org/convention and www.circlek.org/convention.

Corrections
The Kiwanis Club of Hub City, Lubbock, Texas, was not included in the August 2011 
Kiwanis magazine’s “Birthday” listings. The club celebrated its 25th anniversary on 
September 16, 2011. 

CONVENTION WRAP-UP | FUNDRAISING SECTION | ELECTIONS

Kiwanis
August 2011

Serving the Children of the World®               www.kiwanis.org

Cherish the bond
Kiwanis is raising funds to protect the precious

connection between mother and child
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Marching to success
The United States Army has completed year one of a 
partnership with Kiwanis International, a relationship 
that includes � nancial support and participation in Ki-
wanis’ Key Leader program.

Soldiers attended 13 Key Leader events in 2011 and 
plan to be represented at more than 20 in 2012 to interact 
with the students and facilitate team-building interac-
tive exercises. The partnership emphasizes the Army’s 
“March 2 Success” test-preparation program that helps 
students improve performance on standardized exams.

Through the partnership, the U.S. Army also looks for-
ward to connecting with Kiwanis clubs at the local level.

“Key Leader is an excellent program,” says SSG Yanit-
za Betances-Leger, who attended a Key Leader in Cali-
fornia, this past year. “In only a few days, students were 
able to develop amazing techniques to become powerful 
in� uencers on one another. I was excited and honored 
to know that the students were inspired by me, but the 
truth is, I was more inspired by the students and faculty.”

Borrow content and  
layout ideas

Learn how to create 
an ideal home page

Browse examples of 
ready-to-run news, 
events calendar, 
club meeting 
formats and more

Your blueprint for a great club website is a model site built using 
the Club Management System templates. It’s always available 
and ready when you are. Browse, copy and customize the up-to-
date content and lead by example. 
 
Follow the leader at www.KiwanisOne.org/idealsite

and build a better website

Need ready-to-run Web content, news, ads or images? Go to  
www.KiwanisOne.org/readytorun.

Follow the leader
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CLICK IT

No time to update your site?
Use the club website example at www.KiwanisOne.org/idealsite to get ideas or borrow content. Cut and paste 
text into Notepad and then into your own website editor and personalize for your club. Regular news updates 
are an easy way to keep your site fresh too. Browse www.KiwanisOne.org/readytorun for the latest news and 
images to post on your site’s home page.

SNEAK PEAK

Club website milestones
More than 700 clubs use the KiwanisOne Club Management System, including its hosted website and tools. 
We’d like to give a shout-out to the original early bird subscribers. Keep up the good work!

1.   Keene, New Hampshire
2.   Sheffield, Massachusetts
3.   Hooksett, New Hampshire
4.   Hudson, New Hampshire
5.   Rockland, Maine

Our first subscriber from outside the U.S. was the Water-
loo North, Ontario, Kiwanis Club. Others have since come 
on board from Canada, the Caribbean, Australia and India.

We’ve had a handful of non-English speaking clubs try the 
system ahead of a full language version roll-out. Great jobs to 

those clubs in Europe and Andean and Central America.
The Club Management System subscriber list is clos-
ing in on 725. Who will be lucky number 750? 
Get info at www.KiwanisOne.org/manageyourclub.

CLub mANAgEmENT

KiwanisOne for beginners
Help your new members feel welcome, informed and 
inspired. Start by helping them navigate online mem-
ber resources at www.KiwanisOne.org. Why not give a 
refresher to all club members once a year?

Key areas for newbies include: announcements on the 
home page; About Kiwanis; self-paced training, includ-
ing new-member orientation; Webinars; videos and Ki-
wanis magazine.

All new members receive a welcoming email from the 
International Office, which provides a link to a hidden 
section of KiwanisOne. Here they see a video message 
from the Kiwanis International president, an overview 
of our programs, links to The Eliminate Project, a cou-
pon for their first Kiwanis store purchase, an offer for free regis-
tration to their first year’s international convention, an official ID card 
to print out and a getting-to-know-you survey. If someone has not re-
ceived this special link, contact memberservices@kiwanis.org.
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Colorado
And adage suggests that “dog is man’s best 
friend.” You won’t get any arguments from Da-
vid Rogers of the Kiwanis Club of the Foothills, 
Boulder, Colorado. His granddaughter, Darla, 
has a severe peanut allergy and has survived 
several close calls thanks to her service dog and 
companion, Cody.

Cody is a gift from Rogers to his granddaugh-
ter, who lives in another state. The golden re-
triever was trained a couple of years ago, though, 
by fellow Kiwanian Jerry Gilland, who had 13 

years experience in training dogs to do physi-
cal service. Gilland was so successful in training 
Cody to help Darla with her “silent disability,” 
the Foothills club decided to adopt providing 
therapy dogs as a formal project.

“We’re currently planning a fundraiser that 
will feature the dog project,” Gilland notes. “It 
will be a golf tournament at a local course. Of 
course, our dogs will be in attendance, but we 
are also inviting golfers to bring their dogs to 
accompany them on their round. It should be 
quite a circus!” —Dick Isenhour

Doggone good project

Take a trip around the Kiwanis world. Experience the cultural 

diversity that distinguishes Kiwanis in our 80 nations, and 

celebrate the mission that unites more than 600,000

Kiwanis-family members: service.

Darla gives Cody, her service dog, 

a big hug. Cody is trained to alert 

people to the presence of peanuts, 

just the odor of which could send 

Darla into anaphylactic shock.

p014-015_KIM_0412 jb.indd   14 3/2/12   9:52 AM



Kiwanis

WORLDVIEW | 15

On the move
BELGIUM
Kiwanians with big hearts planned a big day for people with dis-
abilities. The Kiwanis Club of Welkenraedt Trois Frontières put to-
gether a “Mobility Day” to treat participants to an exciting array of 
activities based on transportation.

At least 350 individuals—whose mobility sometimes is limited—
experienced helicopter flights, horse-drawn carriage rides, pony 
and donkey rides, vintage cars, bicycles and more. With family and 
friends also in tow, the crowd swelled to 3,000. More than 285 vol-
unteers kept the event running smoothly.

But it was the personal moments that touched the Kiwanians the 
most: the tears in a child’s eyes as he hugged the biker who gave him 
a ride, or the boy who told his mother it was the best day of his life.

“The event was made unforgettable by the little moments of hap-
piness,” says Vincent Johnen, 2010–11 club president. —Karen Trent

A bridge to hope
north caroLIna, roManIa
Though they’re separated by the Atlantic Ocean, Wake Forest, North 
Carolina, and Oradea, Romania, Kiwanians make a great team. As 
supporters of Camp Ray of Hope in Romania, the two clubs offer 
camping experiences to children living with serious illnesses.

“To see a child who, otherwise, would sit in bed and not be able to 
play, doing all the activities healthy children take for granted, is hum-
bling,” notes Wake Forest Kiwanian Thomas Henderson, whose wife, 
Adriana, a native Romanian, organized the summer camp six years ago.

“The greatest reward for our involvement in this camp is spiritual,” 
notes Eugenia Magda Mitrasca, charter president of the Oradea club. 
“Every one of them has a special story. They’re very talented. They 
write poems, paint and sculpt. They inspire us.” —Dick Isenhour

A birth-day gift
GErMany
Brackenheim, Germany, welcomes every newborn baby to the town 
with a gift. This special package contains items such as electrical out-
let covers, a picture book, health brochures, emergency numbers, in-
vitations to parent group meetings, counseling and parenting advice.

The Kiwanis Club of Brackenheim-Zabergäu operates the pro-
ject, but it receives support and donations from the City of Brack-
enheim and its residents. It also relies on experts who are trained 
to work with families and new parents.

In its first year, volunteers prepared 119 newborn packages 
and organized several meetings where parents exchanged sto-
ries, asked questions and offered answers. Conversations often 
led to discussions about household finances, baby-sitting and 
grandparents. —Delphine Barrais
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Kiwanis

This past November, six Kiwanis Interna-
tional members traveled halfway around the 
world to Sierra Leone, Africa, to witness his-
tory. The visit came during the country’s Ma-
ternal and Child Health Week, when more 
than 500,000 women were targeted to receive 
their third dose of the tetanus vaccine—part 
of an effort to possibly move Sierra Leone 
to tetanus-elimination status by the World 
Health Organization later this year.

The Kiwanis family members came from 
all different areas and backgrounds. They 
kept journals about their experiences in 
Africa, what they saw, felt and the fami-
lies they met along the way—and how 
those families touched them.

During the weeklong trip, the Kiwanis 
members experienced countless life-
changing moments. Here are just a few 
of their stories.

Sierra Leone
snapshots

IMPRESSIONS OF A COUNTRY WORKING TO ELIMINATE TE TANUS

| Photos by Jo Lynn Garing and Caroline Thomas
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We arrived an hour ago to witness the tetanus vaccination campaign in a re-

mote village in the Kenema District. We played with the children, laughed and 

danced with the young women, and now we are going door-to-door to deliver 

health care to children and ensure that women go to the peripheral health unit 

for their tetanus vaccinations.

A grandmother is sitting in front of her house, watching us pass. Suddenly, she 

signals to me to come to her, closer, closer still, and with her thin and bony fin-

gers she takes hold of my hand and squeezes it terribly strong, repeating again 

and again the same word in a language I do not understand. The nurse trans-

lates: “She tells you, ‘Thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you.”’ Emotion over-

whelms me. I cannot say any word. My eyes fill with tears, and I kiss her hand.

I will never forget this thank-you, sent not only to me but, through me, to all the 

Kiwanians involved in The Eliminate Project around the world.

MARIE-JEANNE BOUTROY
KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL-EUROPEAN FEDERATION VICE PRESIDENT
KIWANIS CLUB OF NANCY-OPALINSKA, FRANCE

p016-025_KIM_0412 jb.indd   18 3/1/12   2:13 PM



Kiwanis

SIERRA LEONE | 19

Dr. Nuhu, immunization specialist with UNICEF Sierra Leone,  shared with us 

the process for refrigeration which is needed to store vaccines. The tetanus 

vaccine needs to be kept refrigerated. After the vaccines are delivered to 

the peripheral health unit, they are placed in a solar-powered refrigerator. 

Solar panels charge the batteries that run the refrigeration units. Then, the 

trained vaccinators will carry the vaccines in a cooler and go from village 

to village to make sure all women have received their proper vaccinations.  

Each mother has a card that keeps track of where she is in her vaccinations. 

It’s a very impressive system.

JERRY CHRISTIANO
PAST KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT
KIWANIS CLUB OF YORK-LEICESTER, NEW YORK
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On our first day in the field, we visited a periph-

eral health unit in the Moyamba District—a dis-

trict with just two doctors for 255,000 people. 

When we walked into the receiving room of the 

PHU, we met a lady whose baby had the symp-

toms of tetanus but the baby survived. The lady 

sat with a solemn look on her face and answered 

our questions. I asked her if she felt special be-

cause her baby had survived. She turned her 

head and smiled for the first time and said, “Yes.” 

This brought tears of joy to my eyes.

JOHN MAYFIELD
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR OF DIVISION 14,
KENTUCKY–TENNESSEE DISTRICT
KIWANIS CLUB OF CHEATHAM COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE

I sat right next to Maumie as she told me about her 

children who died from causes unrelated to tetanus. 

Three of them. Two of these children died when they 

were seven months old.  In her lap was a brand new 

baby boy, James, � ve weeks old.  She is wondering 

whether he will live past seven months.  He has 

already had convulsions and other tetanus-like 

symptoms. They thought it was tetanus, but it wasn’t.

It has been so difficult getting over this experi-

ence with Maumie. I had a little girl who was born 

with a double cerebral hemorrhage.  I couldn’t 

hold her for four days while the hospital looked 

for a neurosurgeon who could handle infants.  I 

watched her scratch the sheets in pain. When a 

doctor was found, it took two operations over 

five hours each, to remove the blood clots. It took 

over a year to know if she was going to be OK. By 

the grace of God, she was.

But so many heartaches bubbled up in me as I sat 

there with Maumie.  My baby lived!  My baby had 

access to doctors, medicine and people who could 

get us where we needed to go. Maumie did not.

Maumie will always be a tower of strength for me.  

While she lives in one of the worst places on earth 

to have a child, I can live here and tell others that 

these mothers need our help.

LINDA CHRISTIANO
KIWANIS CLUB OF YORK-LEICESTER, NEW YORK
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A group of children began to gather around me. 

I did what I always did with my grandchildren 

and started singing a children’s song, “If You’re 

Happy and You Know It.” The children knew the 

song and chimed in with the help of an interpret-

er and sang “hurray” instead of clapping hands. 

We had so much fun, I decided it was time for an 

encore: the crowd-pleasing “Hokey Pokey.” It took 

a few arms in and out before I had the children 

putting their legs in and out, but they all got into 

it when we got to throw our bodies in and out 

and shake them all about.

Definitely a crowd pleaser.

Throughout the morning, we played with the 

children, took photos of them and enjoyed the 

energy within the village. It gave me time to think 

about Kiwanis and UNICEF in the big scope of 

things. UNICEF knows what they’re doing. The 

families knew to keep these immunization records 

safe and available. They were learning about safe 

birthing practices.

MARY LANGDON
KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION 
TRUSTEE
KIWANIS CLUB OF WEST DES MOINES, IOWA

As I was walking through this small village, I al-

ways had a large group of children stumbling 

about my legs. But it was here, when a little girl 

stopped me, that it really made me think. She 

took my arm in her hand, and she looked at it. She 

turned it around and examined both sides. By this 

point, many other children had gathered and both 

of my arms were covered in little hands. It wasn’t 

until the � rst little girl started rubbing her skin up 

against mine that I realized they were marveling 

at the di� erence in the color. At � rst I could only 

laugh and watch, so it was a few minutes before 

the true power of the situation hit me.

It was incredible. I couldn’t tell if they wanted to 

rub their skin off onto mine or my skin off onto 

theirs. Thinking about that, I know it doesn’t real-

ly matter either way. Although they may live dif-

ferently, look differently and even act differently, 

inside we’re exactly the same.

SOPHIA BIRD
PRESIDENT
KEY CLUB OF BLOOMINGTON, INDIANA

turned it around and examined both sides. By this 

of my arms were covered in little hands. It wasn’t 

against mine that I realized they were marveling 

at the di� erence in the color. At � rst I could only 

the true power of the situation hit me.

theirs. Thinking about that, I know it doesn’t real-

ferently, look differently and even act differently, 
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Juba

REPUBLIC OF

SOUTH
SUDAN

Located on the west coast of Africa, Sierra Leone 

is slightly smaller than South Carolina. 

Population    5.7 million

Human Development Index Rank  158 out of 169

Gross National Income per capita  US$380

Life expectancy at birth   44

Infant mortality rate (per 1,000)  87

Child <5 mortality rate (per 1,000)  140

Maternal mortality rate (per 100,000)  857

People living on or below US$1.25/day 62%

Population with access to safe water  51%

Children fully immunized   40%

Adult literacy rate    54%(m) 32%(f )

Primary school enrollment    59%

Source: UNICEF

Some photos used with permission of UNICEF

Sierra Leone
country facts

Sierra Leone
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DESTROYING FAMILIES, DRAINING COMMUNITY AND WORKPLACE RESOURCES, EVEN 
THREATENING THE FABRIC OF SOCIETY, BULLYING IS PUSHING AND SHOVING US DOWN A 
ROAD PAVED WITH BAD INTENTIONS. HERE’S HOW TO PUSH BACK.

| Story by Scott Pemberton

You may know the names from 
news reports. You may even know 
their individual stories. Each is dif-
ferent; yet each is the same.

Carl Joseph Walker-Hoover, 11 
years old: April  6, 2009

Megan Taylor Meier, 13 years 
old:  October 17, 2006 

Phoebe Prince, 15 years old: Jan-
uary 14, 2010

Tyler Clementi, 18 years old: Sep-
tember 22, 2010

The dates are not birthdays to be 
celebrated. No, they are in fact the 
days Carl, Megan, Phoebe and Ty-
ler took their lives. They are days 
to be mourned—not only by their 
families and friends so tragically 
affected but also by their communi-
ties and by society at large.

The suicides of these young peo-
ple—these children—are linked di-
rectly to bullying from their peers. 
Carl, Megan and Phoebe hanged 
themselves at home. Tyler jumped 
from a bridge three weeks into 
his freshman year at college. The 
speci� c reasons for these suicides 
varied but all revolved around not 
� tting in and “being different” in a 
real or perceived way.

Though he did not “identify” as 
being gay, Carl was targeted with 
gay slurs nearly every day. Megan 
was cyber bullied by a classmate’s 
mother and others, apparently out 
of jealousy. Phoebe stood out as a 
recent Irish immigrant to the U.S. 
and because she dated, brie� y, a 
local high school football star. And 

Tyler? He was in fact gay. His new 
roommate allegedly used a Web-
cam to video stream Tyler kissing 
another man in his dorm room.

So much media attention has been 
devoted to suicide from bullying 
that it now has a name: bullycide.

Mike King, a two-year member of 
the Kiwanis Club of Titusville, Flor-
ida, runs an elementary school anti-
bullying initiative in conjunction 
with a K-Kids program. He believes 
prevention and intervention are es-
sential to getting control of bullying 
and beginning to reduce its impact: 
“The best thing is to get the right 
information about preventing bul-
lying out there—here’s what really 
works. We need sustainable pro-
grams in the schools.”

Bullying:
Why Can’t We Stop It?
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A Montana Key Club District 
program takes that approach, ex-
plains Governor Blake Ladenburg. 
Through Project CARE—“Creating 
an Atmosphere that Respects Every-
one,” more than 600 Key Clubbers 
help about 2,000 grade-schoolers 
create role-playing skits with vic-
tims, bullies and bystanders, and 
then they guide discussions. The 
skits expose the hidden, enabling 
role that bystanders play too well.

“When the kids start talking 
about bullying, the more they real-
ize it’s not OK,” says Ladenburg. 
“They’re more apt to listen to high-
school students and seem to look 
up to us more. We’re still kids, and 
they want to be like us.”

Kiwanian Mike King is a former 
career law enforcement officer and 
a trained youth counselor. He wor-
ries about implications beyond the 
kids he works with.

“Bullying is a big drain on man-
power, tying up a lot of people and 
resources,” he says. “Principals, 
guidance counselors, teachers, po-
lice can all get tied up on a bullying 
issue. It affects our society.”

Pioneering Norwegian researcher 
Dan Olweus defines bullying as ex-
posure “repeatedly and over time 
to negative actions on the part of 
one or more persons ... intention-
ally (inflicting) injury or discom-
fort upon another person through 
physical contact, through words or 
in other ways.”

Today, “in other ways” covers 
a lot of ground, including cyber 

bullying. Essentially unheard of 
10 years ago, cyber bullying has 
proliferated so much that it’s been 
addressed by legislation in 34 U.S. 
states since 2006.

How much bullying is actually 
going on?

A 2008-09 survey of 6,500 U.S. 
students ages 12 to 18 by the Na-
tional Center for Education Statis-
tics reported that:
•	 28 percent said they were bullied 

at school.
•	 6 percent said they were cyber 

bullied.
•	 15.6 percent who were cyber 

bullied also reported fighting at 
school vs. 5.1 percent who were 
not cyber bullied.

Perhaps not surprisingly victims 
can suffer the effects of bullying 
into adulthood. “Individuals for-
merly bullied were found to have 
higher levels of depression and 
poorer self-esteem at the age of 23, 
despite the fact that, as adults, they 
were no more harassed or socially 
isolated than comparison adults,” 
according to the Journal of the 
American Medical Association.

Bullies suffer too, and in ways 
that affect our wider societies.

“Delinquent behavior is far more 
common in children who bully 
other children,” reports the govern-
ment agency Public Safety Canada. 
Of children who often bully others:
•	 40 percent of boys report they 

behave in a delinquent way com-
pared to about 5 percent who 
“never or infrequently” bully.

•	 37 percent of girls report such 
behavior compared to 3 percent 
who never or infrequently bully.

Bullies, the Canadian research 
shows, are at increased risk for dis-
playing “anti-social behavior in ado-
lescence and adulthood.” That in-
cludes harassment in the workplace” 
and abuse of family members.

Especially telling for society are 
Public Safety Canada statistics that 
indicate bullies are 37 percent “more 
likely” to commit criminal offenses 
when they grow up. Further, young 
bullies in the United States carry a 
one-in-four chance of having a crim-
inal record by age 30, according to 
The Parenting Bookmark.

Resolving bullying is made even 
more difficult because certain kinds 
of bullying are virtually undetect-
able. They don’t involve physical 
violence such as pushing, grabbing 
or tripping. Instead, “relational” or 
social bullying, for example, can be 
perpetrated by students at school 
with little or no recognition by 
teachers or administrators.

“The covert, social nature of this 
particular type of bullying causes 
many teachers to identify it as a 
‘student-owned’ problem versus 
a ‘teacher-owned’ problem,” ex-
plains Julaine Field in her contri-
bution to “Relational Aggression 
in School,” an upcoming book on 
childhood psychological disorders 
designed in part to help educators 
deal with bullying. Field is an as-
sociate professor of education and 
chairwoman of counseling and hu-

 “I want every young person in this room who is not a bully 
and not bullied but is a bystander to make a commitment 

that from this point on and for the rest of your life you’re not 
just going to stand by and laugh or let this happen.”
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man services at the University of 
Colorado, Colorado Springs. Edu-
cators might not witness relational 
bullying, she explains, and if they 
do may “minimize the behaviors … 
because they are related to friend-
ship or social dynamics.”

The costs of bullying are high 
not only for victims, their families, 
their friends and the bullies them-
selves but also for societies that suf-
fer, treat and put up with the pro-
ductivity drain adult bullies create 
in the workplace.

Though bullying among adults 
hasn’t been researched as much as 
that among children, it’s well es-
tablished that bullying is prevalent 
in workplaces. Some of the most 
recent data (2010) from the Work-
place Bullying Institute show:
•	 35 percent of workers surveyed 

say they’ve been bullied.
•	 Men comprise 63 percent of bul-

lies and target women 58 per-
cent of the time.

•	 Female bullies go after women 
80 percent of the time.

•	 Bullying is four times more like-
ly to occur at work than illegal 
harassment.

On the other hand, 50 percent 
of the surveyed workers said they 
had not been bullied or seen others 
bullied. Still, the drain on resources 
and productivity is significant.

“Workplace bullying is linked to a 
host of physical, psychological, orga-
nizational and social costs,” reports 
The Project for Wellness and Work-
Life at Arizona State University.

In Finland, a 5,000-participant 
study showed that “medically cer-
tified sickness absence was 26 per-
cent greater in (bullying) victims” 
than in non-victims.

What’s to be done?
Myriad anti-bullying programs 

exist, including those conducted by 
Kiwanis clubs and the spectrum of 
Kiwanis’ Service Leadership Pro-

grams. Schools generally support 
anti-bullying programs, but some 
resist, in part because educators 
or communities believe the topic 
of suicide—“bullycide”—is inap-
propriate in the classroom. (Anti-
bullying programs don’t necessar-
ily include discussions of suicide, 
especially in grade schools.)

Another obstacle to bullying 
damage control is that the rea-
sons behind the behavior are not 
clear. Parental example may be one 
cause. Individual predisposition 
may be another. Human tendency 
to “go along to get along,” may be a 
third, especially for bystanders who 
might feel that one person speak-
ing up can’t make a difference. But 
that’s simply not true. Individual 
efforts can make a difference.

After John Halligan’s 13-year-old 
son, Ryan, took his life on October 
7, 2003, Halligan began speaking 
out about bullying.

Raising awareness, Halligan 
believes, means that allowing by-

standers to be bystanders is no 
longer acceptable. Their effect—our 
effect if we choose to “stay out of 
it”—as passive enablers is simply 
too strong to ignore.

“The group we need to reach ... 
is the bystanders,” Halligan told 
one middle-school assembly. “The 
group that stood there and laughed, 
that let this happen to begin with. 
The group that was too scared 
to step in and say, ‘Hey, this isn’t 
right.’ I want every young person 
in this room that is not a bully and 
not bullied but is a bystander to 
make a commitment that from this 
point on and for the rest of your life 
you’re not just going to stand by 
and laugh or let this happen.”

It’s clear that some children, at 
least, are getting the message. Stu-
dents gave Halligan a standing 
ovation. Ironically, some adults are 
not. The anti-bullying program run 
by Florida Kiwanian Mike King is 
scheduled to be shut down on June 
30 due to lack of funding.  KM
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a chance at life
Kiwanians in india open opportunities for children and adults

| Story and photos by Christina Hale

“Does he have all of his fingers and toes?”
Regardless of culture, creed or country, 

parents everywhere share these most basic 
concerns when babies enter the world. The 
first thoughts of “is my baby perfect?”

Unfortunately, babies are not always 
born with the same physical attributes. 
And sadly, catastrophic accidents do hap-
pen all too often.

In India, the Kiwanis Club of New Delhi 
has stepped in to provide hands, feet, legs 
and other prosthetic solutions for those who 
face daily life without the benefit of those 
body parts that enable physical movement 
and basic daily routines.

“There are no guarantees, no warranties; 

none of us come with any of those,” says Dr. 
Anil Ahuja NM, an orthopedic surgeon and 
former surgeon captain in the Indian Navy, 
who retired to devote himself to the mission 
of the Kiwanis Prosthetic Limb Clinic in 
New Delhi. “We cannot make anyone per-
fect, but we can give them quality of life.”

The clinic is completely full-service. 
There, the staff not only measures, fits and 
produces the limbs of all sizes and custom-
izations, it also provides the physical thera-
py required for the patients to ease into and 
make good use of the new limbs. Thanks to 
the Kiwanis Club of New Delhi, all of this 
comes at no cost to the patient, ever.

One of clinic’s longtime patients, Jagdish 
Prashad, today has a smile bigger than his 
prodigious mustache. Having served with 
the Indian Railway Protection Force, Pra-
shad suffered a terrible, nearly life-ending 
accident involving a train and lost both an 
arm and leg on the same side of his body. 
As for many such patients without access 
to sophisticated healthcare, the clinic pro-
vided a solution that changed his life from 
nearly complete immobility to that of a bi-
cycle champion.

The clinic staff appreciates the attitude 

Cosmetology students participate in hands-on learning that 

includes make-up, hair styling and grooming (left).  Smiles 

are seen on the faces of the children and their parents served 

by the clinic (right).

KiwaniS ProStHetiC Limb CLiniC, new DeLHi, inDia
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and hard work of patients like Pra-
shad, who returns often to volun-
teer, usually assisting with the in-
tense physical therapy for patients 
with new limbs. It’s clear that his 
example and good humor inspire 
his fellow patients, young and old.

“If a person is motivated and de-
voted, results are good!” says Ahuja, 
having just been saluted by Prashad.

O.P. Mehra dreamed of such re-
sults when the club was first mo-
tivated to build the center. Meh-
ra, president of the Kiwanis Club 
of New Delhi and former national 
Air Chief Marshall and state gov-
ernor, uses “Never say I can’t!” 
as his motto. And at 94 years of 
age, Mehra has not yet begun 
to slow down his humanitarian 
and social activities. Although he 
served his nation at the highest 
levels during his professional ca-
reer, his unassuming nature and 
ready smile attract the clinic’s 
littlest patients, who light up as 
he enters the room, rushing him 
with eager hugs.

In fact, Mehra is still very much 
an active visionary, leading his club 
in project expansion efforts. At pres-
ent, the club supports two mobile 
fitting units that reach patients liv-
ing in the Delhi slums who have no 
transport to the clinic. The plan is to 
add more units and staff to extend 
this program to cover more area 
and then to expand nationwide.

The work of the Kiwanis Club 
of New Delhi does not end there. 
Having seen an additional need, 
Ahuja tells of the club’s efforts to 
address the treatment of cerebral 
palsy for children without access 

Limb clinic patient Jagdish Prashad, 

himself a recipient of prosthetic right 

leg and arm, encourages another pa-

tient who relearns to walk (upper 

right). A student of the Kiwanis educa-

tion program learns to sew (below).

Kiwanis Prosthetic Limb cLinic, new DeLhi, inDia
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to medical therapies. Once again 
at no cost to the patients, the club 
put in place a specialized profes-
sional team at the clinic to work 
with these children who would 
otherwise not see the tremendous 
benefit in quality of life that ad-
vances in care can bring.

“We started with two patients, 
and we now have 162 two years 
later,” says Ahuja, who had spent 
much of his previous career serv-
ing in nuclear submarines as an 
undersea physiology specialist. 
“Our theory is that for these chil-
dren, who cannot have systemic 
physical ability, we need to ex-
ercise them. Everyone must get 
involved; we can’t do it without 
their parents. In the evening, at 
home, they must work together 
so at some stage in the future, 
these children can be with their 
normal contemporaries.”

The staff tells the story of one 
child who came to the clinic just 
five months ago. She did not have 
the strength to hold up her head. 
With regular exercise at the clinic 
and at home, the child was able to 
hold her head up herself after just 

one month. Now, four months later, 
she sits up absolutely straight.

“She just celebrated her first 
birthday, and we hope to get her 
walking with her contemporaries 
next!” Ahuja says. “This gives us 
that sense of satisfaction that we are 
doing something good.”

Another Kiwanis club, the all-
female New Delhi L (Ladies) Club, 
takes advantage of the community-
based clinic to take on significant 
service initiatives as well. The club 
uses space in the clinic to run a 
skill-developing unit for girls and 
young women.

“We teach skills and general 
education so that at the end of the 
day, these girls can make a living,” 
says Anuradha Goel, club presi-
dent. While the New Delhi Club 
supports teacher salaries, the New 
Delhi L Club supports the day-to-
day operation expenses. Members 
recruit girls from the community 
through fliers and word of mouth. 
No one is turned away.

“Some of the women here were 
encouraged not to eat in their own 
homes, as they were considered to 
be a drain on the family’s resourc-
es,” Goel says. “Now when they 
enter the home, their mother-in-law 
will ask them, ‘May I get you some-
thing to eat?’ This is life transform-
ing for them.”

Founded in 1990, the Kiwanis 
Club of New Delhi L is comprised of 
36 “extremely committed, dynamic 
women members who dream of Ki-
wanis,” according to President Goel. 
“Friendship is a big part of our club 
identity, as well as good works.”

Their commitment shows. The 
young women and girls they 
support learn a variety of sub-
jects according to need, including 
English, cosmetology and com-
puter literacy. Perhaps more im-
portantly, they also develop a new 
mindset that focuses on self-em-

powerment, achievement and in-
terest in life beyond the mundane.

“When I joined I didn’t know 
anything,” says a young woman 
through an interpreter. “I didn’t 
know how to handle a needle. Now I 
can use the sewing machine. I’d like 
to be independent and have a job of 
my own to help with my younger 
brothers and sisters at home.” Her 
teacher beams as she listens to her 
student and says that she’s inspired 
by all of her students, at their hard 
work and the promise of a brighter 
future for all them all.

“We don’t just care for them; 
we help them help themselves,” 
says Goel. This is evident in the 
many posted signs around the 
classrooms, as well as in printed 
school materials with messages 
such as: “Destiny depends on 
the strength of your desires.” 
“Thought of the day: Don’t de-
pend on others—be confident! 
“We are all connected and we are 
all one; help your neighbor.”

The effects of their individual 
success can be felt among all of the 
family members at home as well. 
“It’s amazing how with the increase 
in income, health care and confi-
dence, the entire standard of liv-
ing is raised,” says Goel. “It’s real 
women empowerment. Economic 
independence is so important to 
become a real part of society.”  KM

Interaction at the clinic spans genera-

tions from one of the youngest pros-

thetic limb patients to the 94-year-old 

New Delhi Club President O.P. Mehra 

(left, pointing). You can help spread 

Kiwanis service across India. If you 

know someone there who shares your 

feelings about service and fellowship, 

email names and contact information 

to magazine@kiwanis.org. Kiwanis In-

ternational and India’s Kiwanis mem-

bers currently are building new clubs 

and will appreciate your assistance.

Kiwanis Prosthetic Limb cLinic, new DeLhi, inDia
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Sandy anzelmo
Kiwanis Club of Lakeside, Metairie; Convention host committee member

I got this from my mother-in-law 
when my husband and I had just 
gotten married and he was in law 
school. We found out we were 
pregnant not long after. I had nev-
er cooked in my life and suddenly I 

had to cook. So, when you’re start-
ing out with not much money, this 
dish is popular. And it’s tradition 
on Mondays to cook beans and do 
laundry. Ask any New Orleanian. 
That’s what we do. Bean Monday.

RED BEANS and RICE
2 lbs. red beans
2 medium onions chopped
2 celery stalks chopped
Ham bone and/or 1 lb. ham seasoning
2 cloves garlic minced
15 oz. can tomato sauce
½ cup parsley flakes
½ cup vegetable oil
Andouille sausage (optional)
Salt and pepper to taste

Place beans in large pot and rinse well. 
Soak beans overnight with enough 
water to cover beans. Next a.m., stir  
beans and make sure there is enough 
water to cover the beans. Bring beans 
to boil. Add all ingredients except ham 
bone and/or ham seasoning. Bring to 
second boil. Lower heat and cover and 
cook one hour. Add ham bone and/
or ham seasoning (you can use both). 
Mash beans on side to thicken beans. 
Stir and cook for an additional hour or 
until thick and creamy. Serve with rice.

Oh, come on, y’all. You know 
you’re wishin’ just about now that 
these pages were scratch ‘n‘ sniff. 
Or, heck, even edible. The photos 
alone are tempting you to head to 
New Orleans for the 97th Annual 

Kiwanis International Convention, 
June 28–July 1. It’s no surprise. The 
food in New Orleans is legendary. 

So we decided to ask a few con-
vention host committee members 
to share their recipes. These folks 

were born and raised on this stuff, 
so we trust them. Here are their 
favorites you can try out at home 
before you head to Louisiana.

Get your taste buds ready. We’re 
bound for Cajun country.

Creole cookin’
There’s a special way for everyThing in new orleans, including fixin’ local dishes. 
geT ready To geT your hands dirTy and dig in.
| Story by Kasey Jackson  |  Photos by Kathy Anderson  |  Location courtesy New Orleans School of Cooking
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I made this three-part recipe because 
that’s what Joe Pratt (Page 40) told 
me to do! But all kidding aside, it’s 
a recipe I’ve picked up and tweaked 
over the years, and it’s become 
somewhat of a favorite among fami-
ly and friends. When we get together 
in the spring for some social, family 
time, it’s one of the dishes people 
have come to expect. It’s a great dish 
because of the time involved in the 
cooking—it allows for some good 
Louisiana family and fellowship 
time. I offered three seafood reci-
pes, all on one platter, but each has 
a different cooking time and soaking 
time. Since each soak up the season-
ings at a different rate, there’s such 
a different amount of time involved. 
Any New Orleans seafood restau-
rant will have a variation of this dish 
on the menu, depending on the sea-
son. That’s the other thing to remem-
ber. Each seafood has a different sea-
son. That’s Louisiana cooking. It’s all 
about the season and the seasonings.

Boiled Seafood dinner
Boiled Crawfish
10 gallons water
4 boxes salt
1 bottle liquid crab boil
5 oz. Tabasco sauce
15 lemons, cut in half
3 garlic pods
4 oz. red pepper
10 onions, quartered
35-40 lbs. fresh crayfish (1 sack)

Purge crawfish. In another tub, soak 
crawfish in fresh water for 5 to 10 min-
utes, then rinse. Repeat this process 2 or 
3 times, or until the water the crawfish 
are soaked in remains fairly clear.

In a 20+ gallon pot, add all ingredients 
except crawfish. Cover and bring to a roll-
ing boil (approx. 20 minutes). After craw-
fish are cleaned, add to boiling water and 
stir thoroughly. Bring back to rolling boil. 
Turn off heat immediately. Stir again and 
soak for 15 to 20 minutes. Drain and enjoy.

We like to boil vegetables in the sea-
soned water: small red potatoes, small 

ears of corn, artichokes, carrots, mush-
rooms, etc., will cook and soak in the 
seasoned flavoring!

Boiled CraBs
12 gallons water
6 cups salt
16 oz. liquid crab boil
4 lemons
3 garlic pods
1/3 cup Tony Chachere’s Creole 
Seasoning
1 dozen fresh crabs

In a 15-gallon pot, add water and all 
ingredients except crabs. Cover and 
bring to a rolling boil (approx. 20 min-
utes). Add crabs and cover. Bring back to 
a rolling boil. Turn off heat immediately. 
Gently stir and soak crabs until they sink 
(approx. 25 minutes). Drain and enjoy.

Boiled shrimp
2 gallons water
1¼ cup salt
12 oz. liquid crab boil
3 lemons, cut in half
3 onions
2 garlic pods
10 pounds fresh 90 to 110 or 36- to 
42-count shrimp
Add after boiling shrimp:
1 stick margarine
3 oz. liquid crab boil

In a 5-gallon pot, add water and all 
ingredients except shrimp, margarine 
and extra crab boil. Cover and bring to 
a rolling boil (approx. 20 minutes). Add 
shrimp and cover. Bring back to a boil. 
Boil for 4 minutes. Turn off heat. Add 
margarine, extra crab boil and stir. Soak 
for 7 minutes. Drain and enjoy.

Charlie ford
The Oaks, Baton Rouge Kiwanis Club
Executive director of Louisiana-Mississippi-West Tennessee District
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I wanted to share my seafood gumbo 
recipe for one main reason: because 
it’s so good. It’s close to being a fami-
ly recipe since I’ve been making it for 
probably at least 15 or 20 years. It’s a 
recipe I’ve kind of enhanced. When I 
got it right, I quit messing with it.

It’s got shrimp, oysters, crabs. 
All of the things you think of be-
ing seafood and New Orleans is 
in there.

Almost every restaurant here has 
a seafood gumbo on the menu. But 
I’ll tell you this about my recipe: If 
you don’t have at least a half day 
to make it, don’t even try. You don’t 
just throw it together. 

Seafood Gumbo
¾ cup oil
¾ cup flour
½ dozen crab
2 pounds shrimp
3 onions, chopped
1 cup bell pepper, chopped
4 cloves garlic, minced
1 cup celery, chopped
1 6 oz. can tomato paste
1 16 oz. can whole tomatoes
½ tsp thyme
1 tsp. basil
4 bay leaves
½ tsp. chili powder
1 cup chopped shallots
¼ cup minced parsley
Dash Tabasco sauce
Salt and pepper to taste
½ stick butter

First bring 3 quarts water to boil. Add 
the crab and shrimp. Boil 5 minutes and 
remove from water. Reserve the water 
for stock.

Make a roux: Heat oil until almost 
smoking. Add flour, whisking constantly 
until medium brown. Add vegetables 
and sauté (10 minutes). Add tomato 
paste and whole tomatoes. Cook about 
10 minutes on a low simmer, stirring 
constantly.

At this point, slowly add 2½ quarts 
of stock, mixing as you add. Bring to 
a simmer and season with the bay 
leaves, basil, thyme, chili powder, Ta-
basco, salt and black pepper.

Peel the shrimp and clean the crabs. 

Add the butter and about 2 tablespoons 
oil to a skillet and sauté the shrimp for 
3 minutes. Remove and set aside. Break 
crabs in half. Sauté in the butter mixture 
for 5 minutes. After gumbo has cooked 
for 30 minutes, add shrimp and all the 
contents of the pan with the crabs. Let 
this simmer for another 30 minutes and 
add shallots and the parsley. Cook for 10 
minutes and remove from heat, and let 
stand for 10 minutes.

Serve over rice.

Want to learn more about Louisiana 
cooking? Sign up for the Cajun and 
Creole Cuisine cooking tour at www.
KiwanisOne.org/convention/tours.

2012 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION | 41

Joe Pratt
Kiwanis Club of Lakeside, Metairie
Convention host committee chairman
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In 2005, one of the oldest Kiwanis clubs 
risked extinction. Chartered in 1916, the Au-
rora, Illinois, club had maintained member-
ship of more than 100 people for decades. But 
following 13 years of shrinkage, the number 
plummeted to 63. If something drastic didn’t 
change, the oldest club in Illinois would not 
live to see its fast-approaching centennial.

That was when membership committee 
Chairman Vernon LaVia took action. “He 
saw the club getting smaller in the late 1990s 
and early 2000s,” says Area Director Earl 
Forbes. “Like many people would, he got 
concerned. But then he got excited.”

Seeing an opportunity to spread the Ki-
wanis mission, LaVia put his role as mem-
bership chairman into overdrive. By apply-
ing tools from an Achieving Club Excellence 
(ACE) workshop he found online at www.
KiwanisOne.org, he focused on growing the 
club—one minute at a time. He worked with 
the members to craft the club’s one-minute 
speech, which is part of the fifth step in ACE: 
“Share Your Story.”

“Our footprint is 95 
years in Aurora,” La-
Via says. “We’ve done 
everything from build-
ing a playground for a 
homeless shelter and a 
battered women’s shel-
ter, to building a sled-
ding hill, wheelbarrow 
by wheelbarrow of dirt 
at Phillips Park. Thou-

sands of kids enjoy that sledding hill. It’s 
become a family meeting place. We have 
worldwide impact wiping out iodine defi-
ciency disorders. Every day you wake up 
feeling that you help your community here 
and you help children worldwide. That’s 
the happiness that comes from within by 
being a Kiwanis member.”

And that’s the elevator pitch Aurora Ki-
wanians created. “When it comes from the 
body of your club, then it’s meaningful,” 
LaVia says. “It falls on the ears of prospec-
tive members in an impactful way.”

LaVia says he can’t stress enough that 
the one-minute speech is the “fruit on the 
tree,” where the tree is a solid membership 
committee. He sees many clubs that have 
a committee of one. The more committee 
members, the more people can build a buzz 
about Kiwanis throughout the community.

“We specifically recruit new members, 
and that’s how we grow the committee,” 
he explains. When LaVia took charge, the 

committee expanded to 
six members, and today 
there are nine Kiwan-
ians in the group.

Throughout the ACE 
process, the Aurora Ki-
wanians learned a lot 
about their club and how 
to improve it. Member-
ship expanded further 
when the weekly lunch 
venue was changed 

Elevator pitch
In 2005, thIs club’s membershIp was movIng downward. wIth the help of a 
60-second message, It ’s clImbIng back to the top.  |  story by Adrienne Murri l l
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from a formal setting to a park dis-
trict site, dropping the price of the 
meal from US$20 to $9. Additionally, 
members were given the option to 
join Kiwanis as they had for years or 
join “K-Lite.” In the classic member-
ship, people pay $415 to cover their 
membership and meals for the year, 
whereas K-Liters pay $185 plus the 
cost of each meal they eat.

“That’s been the boon for our 
club,” LaVia says, “because then it’s 
not the money that keeps people 
from joining.”

Today, the club stands strong at 
127 members with a $5,000 net gain 
in the club account for the past four 
years. In addition, the face of the 
Aurora member has changed: The 
percentage of women has doubled 
from 16 to 32 percent, and the aver-
age age is about 10 years younger.

And the club never ceases to seek 
out the next Kiwanian by targeting 
members in the community.

“When people join the chamber 
of commerce we say, ‘You’ve joined 
the premier business organization, 
now join the premiere service orga-
nization in Aurora,’” LaVia says.

“Vernon goes out and sells Ki-
wanis,” says 2010-11 President Pat 
Divine. “He’s an excitable person, 
and people around him can feel it 
and get around him as a nucleus.”

The Aurora club now has a satel-
lite in Oswego, which also has been 
growing. The growth has led to sev-
eral projects with much success.

“Last year we had 472 people 
for our One Day activity, cleaning 
Indian Creek,” Divine says. “This 
year we put $5,000 into two fami-
lies’ houses and spent the day fix-
ing them up, inside and out.”

And none of this would’ve been 
possible without a powerful one-
minute speech. Using that in tandem 
with other changes has put the club on 
track to celebrating its centennial an-
niversary in just a few more years.  KM
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It was a year of local achievements and 
worldwide growth. A year that kicked off our 
Global Campaign for Children and continued 
building our future. A year of proud firsts, 
key improvements and enduring traditions.

The 2010–11 year was crucial in the his-
tory of Kiwanis. And like every big suc-
cess, it was made of many stories. From the 
youngest K-Kids to the most senior Kiwan-
ians—and everyone in between—members 
of the Kiwanis family were key catalysts in 
a pivotal time.

Pride worldwide
Within Kiwanis, worldwide growth contin-
ues to be a point of emphasis and a source of 
pride. So it was fitting that one of the most im-
portant moments in the organization’s history 
took place outside North America—in order 
to start a global campaign.

On July 7, 2011, the fundraising cam-
paign for The Eliminate Project: Kiwanis 
eliminating maternal and neonatal teta-
nus began during our convention in Ge-
neva, Switzerland. 

The convention itself was the organization’s 
first such event in Europe since 1993. It was 
a perfect time to return: Parts of the conti-
nent currently boast some of our most robust 
membership growth. Many of those mem-
bers got an unusual opportunity to attend the 
event much closer to home—and to meet fel-
low Kiwanians from much farther away.

And thanks to The Eliminate Project’s 
campaign kickoff, attendees were witnesses 
to a signature moment in our nearly 100-
year history. Even more important was the 
information and inspiration they took back 
to their homes around the world. 

Not the first time
The Eliminate Project is administered by 
the Kiwanis International Foundation. 
With a fundraising goal of US$110 million 
by the end of 2015, the Global Campaign 
for Children is clearly one of our founda-
tion’s largest and most important ongoing 
responsibilities.

But the campaign’s success also depends 
on the efforts of thousands of Kiwanis-
family members and clubs. Thanks to the 
engagement of Kiwanians and others—in-
cluding UNICEF, our organizational part-
ner—the past Kiwanis year was crucial to 
the campaign’s ultimate success. 

For instance, it was the year in which more 

Key moments in a pivotal year
Proud firsts and lasting traditions: Kiwanis 2010–11 annual rEPort

| Story by Tony Knoderer

Key Club helped launch The Eliminate Project’s campaign at the 

2011 convention, adding US$15,418 to the fight against ma-

ternal and neonatal tetanus. Key Club—along with CKI, Aktion, 

Builders and K-Kids clubs—also contributed to the Kiwanis fam-

ily’s growth with record-breaking membership numbers.

I was surprised, really, by the warmth and hospitality I received all over the 

world. I feel blessed to have served as president—it’s a unique experience. 

One of several favorite moments was the first Aktion Club conference. It 

touches on an issue that’s dear to my heart, and the opportunity to attend 

that weekend in September felt like a culmination of a great year. 

—Sylvester Neal, 2010–11 president, Kiwanis International
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than 600 Kiwanis-family members 
got directly involved in The Elimi-
nate Project. It was the year in which 
Kiwanians stepped up to become di-
vision and multi-division coordina-
tors, and received training from our 
foundation’s campaign team to be-
come effective fundraisers and cam-
paign leaders. 

It was the year that will resonate 
in people’s lives for many more 
years to come. 

Consider the continuing impact of 
our first Global Campaign for Chil-
dren, a partnership with UNICEF 
that began back in 1994—and vir-
tually eliminated iodine deficiency 
disorders. Even now, Kiwanis Inter-

national and our foundation keep 
up the fight. For instance, our orga-
nization remains active in the Inter-
national Council for the Control of 
Iodine Deficiency Disorders. And 
thanks in part to the Kiwanis fam-
ily, IDD is no longer seen solely as 
a physical issue: The campaign has 
helped raise the average IQ by as 
many as 13 points in some countries.

The Eliminate Project represents 
another chance to make a Kiwanis 
impact around the world, for gen-
erations to come.

Youthful enthusiasm
Speaking of future generations, 
members of our youth programs 

were a vital component of The 
Eliminate Project’s big beginning. 
At a time when a good start was 
crucial, students stepped up. 

They often found creative ways to 
do it.

New York CKI’s Long Island Di-
vision raised more than US$3,300 
with a “murder-mystery fund-
raiser” in November. In addition 
to campaign support, the theatrical 
event provided some interactive 
fun for more than 200 attendees, 
including Kiwanians and members 
of K-Kids, Builders Club, Key Club 
and CKI. 

The K-Kids Club of Pinecrest 
School in Annondale, Virginia, set 
up a lemonade stand at the school’s 
Fun Fair carnival day and raised 
more than US$225. 

More than 1,400 Key Clubbers from 
around the world raised more than 
US$15,000 in The Eliminate Project 
Charity Walk on June 30 at the Key 
Club International convention.

In fact, Key Clubs cumulatively 
raised more than US$27,000 for The 
Eliminate Project in 2010–11. Alto-
gether, Kiwanis Service Leadership 
Programs—which also include Ak-
tion Club for adults with disabili-
ties—raised nearly US$40,000. 

new heights for slPs
While our youth members were 
making their mark in The Elimi-
nate Project, the SLPs’ overall 
membership increase continued 
to be a shining light. Once again, 
SLP membership broke records. 

Our family continues to pass along the tradition of service to new generations, as 

demonstrated by Key Club members at their convention’s Eliminate Project walk-

athon (above) and Circle K members building a Habitat for Humanity home during 

their pre-convention Large Scale Service Project.

The new structure, with one executive director reporting both to the boards of the foundation and Kiwanis 

International, resulted in a tremendous advancement of Kiwanis goals. As a result of this collaboration, we 

were able to strategize a global campaign, The Eliminate Project, which will save or protect more than 61 

million mothers and newborns. 

—John J. “Jack” Harten, 2010–11 president, Kiwanis International Foundation
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That’s a great credit to those mem-
bers’ dedication—and to the spon-
soring Kiwanis clubs and advisors 
who helped make it happen.

Even more exciting for the Ki-
wanis family is that this remark-
able success is happening interna-
tionally. The worldwide number 
of youth clubs alone approached 
8,000 with a cumulative youth 
membership of nearly 350,000.

It’s not just the kids who are 
moving us into the future and all 
over the world. For instance, Ki-
wanis’ Key Club and CKI alumni 

helped thousands of Kiwanis-
family members maintain their 
youthful Kiwanis connections 
into adulthood. 

In addition, Aktion Club reached 
new membership heights again in 
2010–11, passing the 10,000-mem-
ber mark this past year. Another 
exciting milestone came in Sep-
tember, when Aktion Club held 
its first international conference in 
Indianapolis. From membership to 
service to fellowship, the past year 
pointed the way toward a great fu-
ture for the program.

Nearly 100 members and guests took part in Aktion Club’s first global conference—a 

weekend packed with motivational speeches, educational forums, a spirited talent 

show and a flower-potting event to raise awareness for The Eliminate Project.

Possibilities in the Present
Yes, the future is bright. From a 
global perspective, the present is 
pretty encouraging too. The 2010–
11 year helped solidify the inter-
national flavor of Kiwanis’ adult 
membership. In fact, approximate-
ly one-third of the Kiwanis family 
resides outside of North America.

Particular areas—both inside and 
outside the U.S.—were especially 
positive influences on the organi-
zation’s growth in 2010–11:
•	 Korea: 52 percent growth
•	 Andes and Central America: 

10.5 percent growth
•	 West Virginia: 6 percent growth

These areas are good examples of 
recognizing present potential and 
fulfilling it. The membership num-
bers of all three regions had inspired 
a deliberate effort to increase mem-
bership. All three had leaders who 
were determined to make Kiwanis 
a growing presence. And all three 
made it happen with sharp focus 
and hard work.

beyond the backyard
Despite all that’s new around the 
world, some time-tested truths re-
main. One of the most important: 
Kiwanis’ global accomplishments 
are fueled by local Kiwanis clubs’ 
accumulated efforts.

Last year, that tradition con-
tinued in communities large and 
small. Kiwanians raised money for 
local programs and organizations, 
from schools and shelters to chil-
dren’s hospitals. They cleaned up 
parks and renovated playgrounds. 
And they became an active part 
of young people’s lives. After all, 
SLPs’ record growth isn’t possible 
without Kiwanians’ sponsorship of 
local youth clubs. 

But clubs’ Kiwanis impact isn’t just 
evident in their own backyards. Some-
times that local passion makes a differ-
ence in communities a world away. 
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Here’s an example: In 2010, Suetta 
Albin had been working with or-
phanages in the northeastern part of 
India when tribal conflict forced her 
and many others to leave. She went 
to the safer town of Shillong, where 
she stayed with friends. Then she 
got a call from friends in her former 
area: children there needed help.

The Shillong Children’s Center 
was created from that need. A mem-
ber of the Kiwanis Club of Belton, 
Texas, Albin started the center in an 
“old, cold house.” She kept the cen-
ter going in 2011—with a move to a 
larger house in Shillong.

“Being there made me realize there 
was more need than I’d thought,” 
she says.

The center has received money 
from the Belton Kiwanis Club, the 
Texas-Oklahoma District and a 
grant from the Kiwanis Internation-
al Foundation. The grant money 
helped finish the new building’s 
basic furnishings—and gave the 
center the ability to go get other 
children in need.

Eventually, Albin plans to house 
24 children at a time. With three 
kitchens and more square footage, 
she can even expand the center’s 
operations. For instance, she hopes 
to make the center a part of the fight 
against maternal and neonatal teta-
nus by offering vaccination training. 

 “Kiwanis is like a big family,” says 
Albin. “It’s so encouraging to know 
that people support what you’re do-
ing. And for the (Belton) club, it’s a 
shot in arm. It’s like, ‘Hey, we’re part 
of something bigger.’”

When the going gets tough…
In 2010–11, the Kiwanis family’s 
commitment to others rose to the oc-
casion in several places around the 
world. When disaster struck and the 
need for relief was desperate, local 
clubs made the Kiwanis name a vital 
part of the world’s engagement. 

Several disasters inspired Kiwan-
ians and SLP members. Here are 
just a representative few:

In February, a massive earthquake 
struck Christchurch, New Zealand. 
In addition to innumerable hands-
on relief efforts by local Kiwanians, 
an appeal by the New Zealand-
South Pacific District resulted in 
more than NZ$50,000 of donations, 

which were administered through 
projects selected by the Kiwanis 
clubs of Christchurch.

Following a fundraising effort in 
the Belgium-Luxembourg District, a 
Kiwanis Village—with new homes 
and a water station—was built in 
Haiti to help children and their fam-
ilies who were suffering from the 
2010 earthquake. 

Kiwanians are extraordinarily generous people—they’re passionate 

about making a difference. The Kiwanis International Foundation is 

poised to become a resource for all of Kiwanis and for club and district 

foundations. The foundation board and staff are helping to reframe 

how we think of gifts and what they make possible. 

—Ann Updegraff Spleth, COO, Kiwanis International Foundation

In India, the Shillong Children’s Center provides respite for children and families who have 

been displaced by violence and unrest. Founded by Suetta Albin, a Texas Kiwanian, the 

center has been sustained in part by a grant from the Kiwanis International Foundation. 
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True to their 97-year heritage, Kiwanis clubs continued to prove themselves ready 

and willing to serve. When tornadoes struck the U.S. Midwest, New York Kiwanians 

delivered much-needed supplies to Joplin, Missouri (below). On Kiwanis One Day in 

April, Kiwanis-family members renovated a park in southern California (right).

After the tornado that devastated 
Joplin, Missouri, the Kiwanis Club 
of Levittown, New York, and the 
Long Island Division of CKI con-
ducted multiple collection drives 
over four days in July. The result: 
enough clothes, nonperishable 
foods and other necessities to fill a 
U-Haul trailer and the back of an 
SUV. In addition, US$1,100 was also 
raised for relief efforts. 

Kiwanians’ hearts and hands 
were at the ready for people outside 
the public eye as well. Consider 
The Eliminate Project—an opportu-
nity to help families in some of the 
world’s poorest and most remote 
locations. Throughout 2010–11, Ki-

wanis-family clubs responded. 
In the past Kiwanis year alone, 

44 clubs achieved Model Club 
status with a per-member gift av-
erage of US$750. One club—the 
Kiwanis Club of Westchester in 
Bakersfield, California—even be-
came a 100% Club, with gifts from 
every member in the campaign’s 
first year. And five Kiwanis clubs 
became 100K Clubs, pledging to 
raise at least US$100,000 by the 
end of 2015.

 Until then, the Global Campaign 
for Children will continue to inspire 
clubs to protect the connection be-
tween mothers and children. By 
reaching club milestones. By cre-

ating and conducting fundraising 
events. By spreading the word about 
MNT—and the effort to eliminate 
it—throughout their communities.

By doing their part as the Kiwanis 
family changes the world ... again.

Foundation For the Future
Now we continue the current Ki-
wanis year, building on the ground-
work that was laid and preserving 
the momentum that was kept up 
throughout 2010–11. For the Ki-
wanis family, our foundation is an 
integral factor in that progress.

That’s because the foundation ex-
tends donors’ Kiwanis impact. In 
2011–12 and beyond, gifts to our 
foundation will continue to help Ki-
wanians serve children in their com-
munities and around the world. 

Clubs and districts will fund 
projects that would otherwise re-
main beyond their resources. SLPs 
will help more and more students, 
young adults and adults with dis-
abilities to develop service and lead-
ership skills. The Eliminate Project, 
now in its “Year of Inspiration,” 
will continue to engage people and 
broaden support. And planned gifts 
will allow individuals to improve 
children’s lives throughout their 
own lifetimes and after.

Kiwanis’ vision remains one of 
hope and help. The Kiwanis family 
continues to demonstrate its com-
mitment and inspiration. All the 
while, the Kiwanis International 
Foundation stands poised to make 
the most of people’s generosity—
today, tomorrow and forever.   KM

The future is one of tremendous opportunity. We’re thinking very differently about the way our Kiwanis 

foundation supports Kiwanis, not only in serving children but in reaching out to help more than 1,000 club 

and district foundations. They all exist to help a club or district succeed—they’re us. 

—Stan D. Soderstrom, executive director, Kiwanis International and Kiwanis International Foundation
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KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL OFFICERS and tRuStEES 2010–11

Bascom L. Allen Sr., Starkville, Mississippi
John R. Button, Ridgetown, Ontario  
Pam Fleming, Sheffield, Alabama  
Piero Grasso, Bergamo Orobico, Italy
 William. E. “Ed” Hutchinson, Cape May, New Jersey

President  
Sylvester “Syl” Neal,  
 The Valley, Auburn, 

Washington

President-elect  
Alan Penn,  

Medina Breakfast, Ohio

Immediate  
Past President  

Paul G. Palazzolo, 
Springfield-Downtown, 

Illinois

Vice President  
Thomas E.  

“Tom” DeJulio,  
Fordham, Bronx, New York

John M. “Johnny” Johnson, East Cobb County, Georgia
 Oscar E. Knight III, La Mesa, California
 Tadao Oda, Sendai, Japan
Susan A. “Sue” Petrisin, East Lansing, Michigan
Jerome E. “Jerry” Peuler Jr., Waldorf, Maryland

 Stewart L. “Stew” Ross, Mankato, Minnesota
Wen-Pin Su, Tainan, Taiwan
Sjoerd R.J. Timmermans, Den Haag, the Netherlands
Robert Vande Rieviere, Tielt, Belgium
 Executive Director Stan D. Soderstrom,  
Pike Township-Indianapolis, Indiana
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KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION BOARD Of tRustees 2010–11

Ellen H. Arnold, Hanover, Pennsylvania
Thomas E. “Tom” DeJulio, Fordham, Bronx, New York
John C. Holley, Metro Atlanta, Georgia
Edward V. “Ed” Humphries, Tallassee, Alabama
Lance M. Incitti, Denville, New Jersey

Naohiro Kiyoshige, Kumamoto, Japan
Stephen Page, Evansville-Green River, Indiana
Paul G. Palazzolo, Springfield-Downtown, Illinois
Robert Parton Jr., Westside, West Palm Beach, Florida
Mark Rabaut, Utica-Shelby Township, Michigan

Bo Shafer, Knoxville, Tennessee
Daniel Vigneron, Vielsalm, Belgium
Joel Williams, Troy, Alabama
Executive Director Stan D. Soderstrom,  
Pike Township-Indianapolis, Indiana

President  
John J. “Jack” Harten,  

Webster, New York

President-elect  
D. Hugh Siggins,  

Williamsburg, Virginia

Immediate  
Past President  

Elmer H. Austermann Jr., 
Bridgeton, Missouri

Treasurer  
Peter J. Mancuso,  

 East Meadow, New York
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In accordance with Kiwanis International 
Bylaws, the organization presents its 2010–
11 financial statements.

Article XXIII, Section 8 of the Kiwanis 
International Bylaws states that, within six 
months after the closing of a Kiwanis fis-
cal year, the Board of Trustees shall publish 

the balance sheets and the statements of re-
ceipts and expenditures of Kiwanis Interna-
tional, Key Club International and Circle K 
International.

The audit report is available online at www.
KiwanisOne.org/annualreport. For a copy of 
the report, send your written request to Ki-
wanis International, Attn: Audit Report, 3636 
Woodview Trace, Indianapolis, Indiana 46268, 
U.S.A., or email your request to finance@ 
kiwanis.org. The audit report is available only 
to Kiwanis members. 

The financial year in review

Up to 14,000 guests consume more than 48,000 pancakes at 

the Fargo, North Dakota, Kiwanis Club’s annual Pancake Karni-

val (above). Worldwide, Kiwanis-family clubs raise more than 

US$100 million a year through fundraising projects.
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KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL

STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION (000's)
September 30, 2011 and 2010

2011 2010

ASSETS:
Cash and investments 21,333$                            22,740$                 
Receivables 342                                    820                          
Advances to affiliates 1,254                                 518                          
Merchandise inventory 537                                    779                          
Prepaid expenses and other 686                                    638                          
Property and equipment 5,875                                 6,196                      

TOTAL ASSETS 30,027$                            31,691$                

LIABILITIES: 
Accounts payable and accrued expenses 1,682$                               1,556$                    
Accounts payable to affiliates 121                                    109                          
Funds invested for Key Club International 1,003                                 1,010                      
Liability insurance claims 1,061                                 982                          
Other liabilities 151                                    255                          

TOTAL LIABILITIES 4,018$                              3,912$                   

NET ASSETS (DEFICIENCY):
Operating/Service Leadership Programs 9,038$                               10,562$                 
Magazine 3,525                                 3,302                      
International Convention (1,286)                                (417)                        
Liability Insurance 9,411                                 9,011                      
Property 5,321                                 5,321                      

TOTAL NET ASSETS 26,009$                            27,779$                
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 30,027$                            31,691$                

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES (000's)
September 30, 2011 and 2010

 
REVENUES: 2011 2010

Membership dues and fees 9,449$                               9,828$                    
Magazine subscriptions 1,260                                 1,292                      
Liability insurance fees 1,982                                 2,022                      
Service Leadership Programs fees 391                                    1,076                      
Merchandise sales 1,789                                 2,050                      
Convention fees 962                                    1,707                      
Advertising 180                                    119                          
Investment income, net of fees 399                                    285                          
Grants and other 194                                    586                          

TOTAL REVENUES 16,606$                            18,965$                
EXPENSES:
Membership services, growth and education 2,432$                               2,152$                    
Communications 834                                    874                          
Service Leadership Programs 1,333                                 2,499                      
Global services 919                                    1,466                      
Merchandise sales and expenses 2,055                                 1,957                      
Magazine   1,218                                 1,062                      
International convention 1,831                                 1,983                      
Liability insurance 1,583                                 1,772                      
Operations 2,417                                 2,042                      
Governance 1,376                                 1,008                      
Kiwanis International Foundation 1,289                                 963                          
Eliminate Project -                                     147                          
Currency exchange, bad debts and other 54                                       208                          
Depreciation and loss on disposition 845                                    700                          

TOTAL EXPENSES 18,186$                            18,833$                
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS FROM OPERATIONS (1,580)$                             132$                       

Realized gain (loss) on investments 1,397                                 968                          
Unrealized gain (loss) on investments (1,587)                                230                          

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS (1,770)$                             1,330$                   

STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION (000's)
September 30, 2011 and 2010

2011 2010

ASSETS:
Cash and investments 21,333$                            22,740$                 
Receivables 342                                    820                          
Advances to affiliates 1,254                                 518                          
Merchandise inventory 537                                    779                          
Prepaid expenses and other 686                                    638                          
Property and equipment 5,875                                 6,196                      

TOTAL ASSETS 30,027$                            31,691$                

LIABILITIES: 
Accounts payable and accrued expenses 1,682$                               1,556$                    
Accounts payable to affiliates 121                                    109                          
Funds invested for Key Club International 1,003                                 1,010                      
Liability insurance claims 1,061                                 982                          
Other liabilities 151                                    255                          

TOTAL LIABILITIES 4,018$                              3,912$                   

NET ASSETS (DEFICIENCY):
Operating/Service Leadership Programs 9,038$                               10,562$                 
Magazine 3,525                                 3,302                      
International Convention (1,286)                                (417)                        
Liability Insurance 9,411                                 9,011                      
Property 5,321                                 5,321                      

TOTAL NET ASSETS 26,009$                            27,779$                
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 30,027$                            31,691$                
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STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION (000's)
September 30, 2011 and 2010

2011 2010

ASSETS:
Cash and equivalents 2,887$                     1,642$                     
Investments 10,075                     9,956                       
Contributions receivable 1,484                       42                             
Cash value of life insurance contracts 186                          177                          
Beneficial interest in assets held by others 133                          72                             
Office equipment, net -                           18                             
Other assets 147                          85                             

TOTAL ASSETS 14,912$                 11,992$                 

LIABILITIES: 
Accounts payable and accrued expenses -$                         25$                          
Payable to Kiwanis International 1,162                       146                          
Grants payable 44                             82                             
Annuities payable 163                          173                          

TOTAL LIABILITIES 1,369$                    426$                        

NET ASSETS (DEFICIENCY):
Unrestricted (508)$                       (558)$                       
Temporarily restricted 3,190                       1,496                       
Permanently restricted 10,861                     10,628                     

TOTAL NET ASSETS 13,543$                 11,566$                 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 14,912$                 11,992$                 

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES (000's)
September 30, 2011 and 2010

REVENUES: UNRESTRICTED
TEMPORARILY 

RESTRICTED
PERMANENTLY 

RESTRICTED TOTAL UNRESTRICTED
TEMPORARILY 

RESTRICTED
PERMANENTLY 

RESTRICTED TOTAL

Contributions and grants 1,977$                     4,763$                     293$                        7,033$       2,908$                    417$                       351$                       3,676$       
Registration fees -                           -                           -                           -             16                            -                           -                           16               
Investment income (loss), net of fees (37)                           (51)                           -                           (88)             643                          158                          -                           801            
Net assets released from restriction 2,994                       (2,940)                      (54)                           -             459                          (459)                        -                           -             

TOTAL REVENUES 4,934$                    1,772$                    239$                        6,945$     4,026$                   116$                       351$                       4,493$     
EXPENSES:
Grants 1,396$                     -$                         -$                         1,396$       1,045$                    -$                        -$                        1,045$       
Program and education 843                          -                           -                           843            271                          -                           -                           271            
Management and general 751                          -                           -                           751            581                          -                           -                           581            
Fundraising 1,861                       -                           -                           1,861         418                          -                           -                           418            
Bad debt expense 2                               78                             6                               86               -                           -                           859                          859            
Change in value of annuities 31                             -                           -                           31               6                              -                           -                           6                 

TOTAL EXPENSES 4,884$                    78$                           6$                             4,968$     2,321$                   -$                        859$                       3,180$     
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS 50$                           1,694$                    233$                        1,977$     1,705$                   116$                       (508)$                     1,313$     

Year ending September 30, 2011 Year ending September 30, 2010

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION 
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Circle K International

Years Ended September 30

STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION 2011 2010

ASSETS:
Cash and equivalents 143,304$              83,101$                 
Other assets 16,987                   5,155                      

TOTAL ASSETS 160,291$             88,256$                

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS (DEFICIENCY): 
Due to Kiwanis International 104,735$              107,348$              
Other Liabilities 499                         68                           
Net Assets (Deficiency)-Unrestricted 55,057                   (19,160)                  
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS (DEFICIENCY) 160,291$             88,256$                

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES 2011 2010

REVENUES:
Membership dues 234,652$              267,628$              
Convention fees 76,851                   134,128                 
Investment income (loss) 197                         314                         
Grant income 35,474                   39,440                   
Subsidies from Kiwanis International 248,521                 310,017                 
Advertising and other 14,300                   1,861                      

TOTAL REVENUES 609,995$             753,388$             

EXPENSES:
Governance 73,172$                 60,325$                 
Convention 105,894                 235,209                 
Leadership, education and development 159,103                 120,194                 
Magazine 7,166                      6,319                      
Membership and club development 53,710                   59,123                   
Communications 35,986                   76,241                   
Grants 22,942                   34,032                   
General and administrative 77,805                   120,463                 

TOTAL EXPENSES 535,778$             711,906$             
SURPLUS (DEFICIT) 74,217$                41,482$                

CIRCLE K INTERNATIONAL

Paid Membership

Circle K

13,533                  2005
13,331                  2006
13,274                  2007
12,438                  2008
12,649                  2009
12,688                  2010
13,544                  2011

0.1% since 2005
6.7% since 2010

Paid Clubs

Circle K

522                         2005
512                         2006
507                         2007
484                         2008
439                         2009
482                         2010
452                         2011

-13.4% since 2005
-6.2% since 2010
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Key Club International

Years Ended September 30

STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION 2011 2010

ASSETS:
Cash and equivalents 438,504$                     774,973$                     
Investments 1,003,440                    1,010,237                    
Other assets 245,769                       122,886                       
Due from Kiwanis International 60,527                         -                                

TOTAL ASSETS 1,748,240$               1,908,096$               

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS: 
Due to Kiwanis International -$                                   262,881$                     
Other Liabilities 5,490                            4,218                            
Net Assets-Unrestricted 1,704,164                    1,511,512                    
Net Assets-Temporarily Restricted 38,586                         129,485                       

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 1,748,240$               1,908,096$               

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES Year Ended September 30, 2011 Year Ended September 30, 2010

Unrestricted
Temporarily 

Restricted Total Unrestricted
Temporarily 

Restricted Total
REVENUES:
Membership dues 1,634,045$                 -$                              1,634,045$                 1,609,390$                 -$                              1,609,390$                 
Service Leadership Program fees 332,792                       -                                332,792                       -                                -                                -                                
Registration fees 630,761                       -                                630,761                       242,417                       -                                242,417                       
Investment income (loss) (6,776)                          -                                (6,776)                          123,130                       -                                123,130                       
Subsidies from Kiwanis International 756,269                       -                                756,269                       264,411                       -                                264,411                       
Contributions and grants -                                725,173                       725,173                       -                                798,192                       798,192                       
Advertising and other 41,887                         -                                41,887                         49,546                         -                                49,546                         
Net assets released from restrictions 816,072                       (816,072)                      -                                668,707                       (668,707)                      -                                

TOTAL REVENUES 4,205,050$               (90,899)$                     4,114,151$               2,957,601$               129,485$                   3,087,086$               

EXPENSES:
Governance 145,881$                     -$                              145,881$                     114,622$                     -$                              114,622$                     
Convention 283,541                       -                                283,541                       404,737                       -                                404,737                       
Leadership, education and development 1,101,342                    -                                1,101,342                    255,840                       -                                255,840                       
Magazine 121,462                       -                                121,462                       161,766                       -                                161,766                       
Membership and club development 692,052                       -                                692,052                       461,636                       -                                461,636                       
Communications 218,627                       -                                218,627                       173,533                       -                                173,533                       
Grants 892,678                       -                                892,678                       792,352                       -                                792,352                       
General and administrative 556,815                       -                                556,815                       243,183                       -                                243,183                       

TOTAL EXPENSES 4,012,398$               -$                              4,012,398$               2,607,669$               -$                              2,607,669$               
SURPLUS (DEFICIT) 192,652$                   (90,899)$                     101,753$                   349,932$                   129,485$                   479,417$                   

Paid Membership

Key Club

2005 243,422                      
2006 238,071                      
2007 244,106                      
2008 244,175                      
2009 249,619                      
2010 259,469                      
2011 262,392                      

since 2005 7.8%
since 2010 1.1%

Paid Clubs

Key Club

2005 4,812                            
2006 4,847                            
2007 4,900                            
2008 4,930                            
2009 4,945                            
2010 4,989                            
2011 4,984                            

since 2005 3.6%
since 2010 -0.1%

KEY CLUB INTERNATIONAL
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STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION (000's)
September 30, 2011 and 2010

2011 2010

ASSETS:
Cash and equivalents 4,647$                     4,780$                     
Investments 30,231                     30,414                     
Receivables 343                          820                          
Contributions receivable 1,484                       42                             
Merchandise inventory 537                          779                          
Prepaid expenses and other 1,018                       776                          
Beneficial interest in assets held by others 133                          73                             
Advances to affiliates 49                             1                               
Cash value of life insurance contracts 186                          177                          
Property and equipment 5,875                       6,214                       

TOTAL ASSETS 44,503$                 44,076$                 

LIABILITIES: 
Accounts payable and accrued expenses 1,682$                     1,579$                     
Accounts payable-affiliates 46                             34                             
Grants payable 44                             82                             
Deferred revenue and other liabilities 157                          259                          
Liability insurance accrual 1,061                       982                          
Annuities payable 163                          173                          

TOTAL LIABILITIES 3,153$                    3,109$                    

NET ASSETS (DEFICIENCY):
Unrestricted 27,261$                  28,714$                  
Temporarily restricted 3,228                       1,625                       
Permanently restricted 10,861                     10,628                     

TOTAL NET ASSETS 41,350$                 40,967$                 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 44,503$                 44,076$                 

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL AND AFFILIATES CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT

STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION (000's)
September 30, 2011 and 2010

2011 2010

ASSETS:
Cash and equivalents 4,647$                     4,780$                     
Investments 30,231                     30,414                     
Receivables 343                          820                          
Contributions receivable 1,484                       42                             
Merchandise inventory 537                          779                          
Prepaid expenses and other 1,018                       776                          
Beneficial interest in assets held by others 133                          73                             
Advances to affiliates 49                             1                               
Cash value of life insurance contracts 186                          177                          
Property and equipment 5,875                       6,214                       

TOTAL ASSETS 44,503$                 44,076$                 

LIABILITIES: 
Accounts payable and accrued expenses 1,682$                     1,579$                     
Accounts payable-affiliates 46                             34                             
Grants payable 44                             82                             
Deferred revenue and other liabilities 157                          259                          
Liability insurance accrual 1,061                       982                          
Annuities payable 163                          173                          

TOTAL LIABILITIES 3,153$                    3,109$                    

NET ASSETS (DEFICIENCY):
Unrestricted 27,261$                  28,714$                  
Temporarily restricted 3,228                       1,625                       
Permanently restricted 10,861                     10,628                     

TOTAL NET ASSETS 41,350$                 40,967$                 
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS 44,503$                 44,076$                 

STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES (000's)
September 30, 2011 and 2010

REVENUES: UNRESTRICTED
TEMPORARILY 

RESTRICTED
PERMANENTLY 

RESTRICTED TOTAL UNRESTRICTED
TEMPORARILY 

RESTRICTED
PERMANENTLY 

RESTRICTED TOTAL

Membership dues, fees and subscriptions 16,822$                  -$                         -$                         16,822$       18,068$                  -$                         -$                         18,068$       
Contributions 613                          5,488                       293                          6,394            1,790                       1,215                       351                          3,356            
Merchandise sales 1,789                       -                           -                           1,789            2,051                       -                           -                           2,051            
Advertising 180                          -                           -                           180                119                          -                           -                           119               
Investment income (loss), net of fees 166                          (51)                           -                           115                2,250                       157                          -                           2,407            
Grants and other 156                          -                           -                           156                314                          -                           -                           314               

19,726                     5,437                       293                          25,456          24,592                     1,372                       351                          26,315         
Net assets released from restriction 3,810                       (3,756)                      (54)                           -                 1,128                       (1,128)                      -                           -                

TOTAL REVENUES 23,536$                 1,681$                    239$                        25,456$      25,720$                 244$                        351$                        26,315$     
EXPENSES:
Membership growth and education 3,414$                     -$                         -$                         3,414$          2,271$                     -$                         -$                         2,271$         
Communications 1,160                       -                           -                           1,160            1,183                       -                           -                           1,183            
International convention 2,220                       -                           -                           2,220            2,623                       -                           -                           2,623            
Service Leadership Programs 389                          -                           -                           389                1,975                       -                           -                           1,975            
Global services 917                          -                           -                           917                1,464                       -                           -                           1,464            
Merchandise, including cost of sales 2,101                       -                           -                           2,101            1,996                       -                           -                           1,996            
Magazine 1,402                       -                           -                           1,402            1,276                       -                           -                           1,276            
Liability insurance 1,611                       -                           -                           1,611            1,796                       -                           -                           1,796            
Eliminate Project -                           -                           -                           -                 147                          -                           -                           147               
Grants, programs and education 2,855                       -                           -                           2,855            1,528                       -                           -                           1,528            
General and administrative 4,016                       -                           -                           4,016            3,164                       -                           -                           3,164            
Membership services 1,499                       -                           -                           1,499            1,164                       -                           -                           1,164            
Governance 1,456                       -                           -                           1,456            1,074                       -                           -                           1,074            
Fundraising 1,862                       -                           -                           1,862            418                          -                           -                           418               
Bad debt expense and other 56                             78                             6                               140                207                          -                           859                          1,066            
Change in value of annuities 31                             -                           -                           31                  6                               -                           -                           6                    

TOTAL EXPENSES 24,989$                 78$                           6$                             25,073$      22,292$                 -$                         859$                        23,151$     
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS (1,453)$                  1,603$                    233$                        383$            3,428$                    244$                        (508)$                      3,164$        

Year ending September 30, 2011 Year ending September 30, 2010
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Merchandise, including cost of sales 2,101                       -                           -                           2,101            1,996                       -                           -                           1,996            
Magazine 1,402                       -                           -                           1,402            1,276                       -                           -                           1,276            
Liability insurance 1,611                       -                           -                           1,611            1,796                       -                           -                           1,796            
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The food was fantastic. The music and en-
tertainment, magical. And the fashion ... 
fabulous! Wish you were there? If you had 
been in Germany this past November, you 
could have caught a party unlike any other, 
served up by the Heilbronn Kiwanis Club.

“The combination of entertainment, 
food, music and fashion, along with the 
‘see and be seen’ element of the evening, 
was impressive,” says Heilbronn Kiwan-
ian Nico Weinmann. “We not only raised 
money for a good cause but also our Ki-
wanis club profile as one of the leading 
service groups in town.”

Dubbed “Classic and Rock Meet Fash-
ion,” the event mixed the two music genres 
as background for a swank dinner and 
modern fashion show complete with 20 
area models. While enjoying themselves, 
the attendees helped raise about €10,000 
for the Große Hilfe für Kleine Helden 
(Help for Small Heroes) foundation to ben-
efit Heilbronn’s sibling child care and chil-
dren’s oncology clinic, SLK-Kinderklinik.

“Doing good can be so much fun!” 
Weinmann says. “The feedback was very 
positive, so we are thinking of repeating 
the event again.”

Festive evening oF rock and classical music Fuses with Food 
and Fashion to beneFit young heroes  | Story by Nicholas Drake

Rock ’n’ art
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For more information about the rates, fees, other costs and benefits associated with the use of 

this credit card, or to apply, call 866-438-6262 toll-free or write to P.O. Box 15020, Wilmington, DE  19850.

This credit card program is issued and administered by FIA Card Services, N.A.  Visa is a registered trademark of Visa International Service Association and is used by the issuer pursuant to license 
from Visa U.S.A. Inc.  Platinum Plus is a registered trademark of FIA Card Services, N.A.  Bank of America and the Bank of America logo are registered trademarks of Bank of America Corporation.

 

© 2009 Bank of America Corporation

Bank on the benefits

Request the only credit card 
that contributes to Kiwanis 
International with every purchase 
you make—at no additional cost to you.
 
To request your card, go to 
www.newcardonline.com 
or call 866-438-6262 and mention 
priority code UAALNQ.
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Call for details & itinerary 7 days a week:

1-800-736-7300

15 Days                                    from $1768*
 Departs Weekly in 2012!

Hawaiian Kings Tour
The Best 2-Week, 4-Island Vacation 

Available At The Most Affordable Price!

“Carefree” best describes your vacation starting with your 
Polynesian tour director meeting you at the Honolulu airport.  
Spend 5 nights in the world-famous Waikiki Beach (Honolulu) on 
Oahu; 3 nights on Kauai; 2 on Maui; 1 night in Hilo and 3 in Kona, 
on Hawaii (‘the-big-island”).  Escorted sightseeing includes a 
city tour of Honolulu, Punchbowl Crater, Pearl Harbor, including 
the USS Arizona Memorial, the Wailua River Boat Cruise, The Old 
Whaling Capital of Lahaina, the Iao Valley, Hilo Orchid Gardens, 
Rainbow Falls, Black Sand Beaches, Volcanoes National Park and 
more.  Includes: hotel accommodations, taxes, inter-island flights, 
baggage handling, escort, & sightseeing.  *Add $100 per person 
September - December 2012 departures.  Price per person, based 
on double occupancy.  Airfare is extra.

America’s best choice for affordable travel since 1967!

Experience a 

True Tropical 
Paradise!

Call for a FREE
Cookbook Kit

Publish your own

Cookbook

www.morriscookbooks.com
800-445-6621

ext. KW2

Cookbooks are proven fundraisers and
perfect keepsakes for your church, school,
family, business, or organization. We make
it fun, affordable, and highly profitable!

Raise $500 – $50,000

• As low as $2.10 per book
• FREE features and options

to customize
• Sales guarantee, online 

tools, and more

Making 
headlines
This just in: Generosity begets pub-
licity for the North Platte-Buffalo Bill, 
Nebraska, Kiwanis Club. Every Sep-
tember, the 33-member club hosts a 
special meeting at which it announc-
es bene� ciaries of its fundraising ef-
forts. In other words, the Kiwanians 
turn a standard meeting into a news 
event: a classic publicity tactic.

The club invites bene� ciaries to 
the meeting, of course, but it also 
makes sure news-media representa-
tives are present. Why? It’s a story 
worth telling.

Member Dallis Dye contacts the 
newspapers, the radio stations and 
the television stations. He inherited 
the role for good reason: He knows 
a lot of people in the city of about 
25,000 residents.

“The news-media people, I know 
all of them by their � rst names,” 
Dye says. “So when we have some-
thing happening, I give them a call. 
They have yet to fail me.”

With many worthy organizations 
to support, the club chooses recipi-
ents carefully. Some are new each 
year; others are standard. Bene� -
ciaries for 2011 received a portion 
of more than $22,000. Those receiv-
ing a share this past year included 
a children’s museum, Habitat for 
Humanity, a homeless shelter, and 
a child-advocacy center.

That’s a story worth telling.  
 —Andrew McLaughlin Sponsoring a Service Leadership Program can be a rewarding part of club 

membership. But to be effective, you have to be efficient. Kiwanis International 
offers a one-stop online toolkit for SLP advisors. Get tools, tips and information—

including an easy 10-step process, with details for each step along the way.

It’s all available at www.KiwanisOne.org/advisor.

You know why. Make sure you know how.
Get Service Leadership Program resources.

www.KiwanisOne.org/advisor
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Sponsoring a Service Leadership Program can be a rewarding part of club 
membership. But to be effective, you have to be efficient. Kiwanis International 

offers a one-stop online toolkit for SLP advisors. Get tools, tips and information—
including an easy 10-step process, with details for each step along the way.

It’s all available at www.KiwanisOne.org/advisor.

You know why. Make sure you know how.
Get Service Leadership Program resources.

www.KiwanisOne.org/advisor
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Most folks try to avoid obstacles in 
life. But in Boonville, Missouri, Ki-
wanians actually built obstacles—for 
a therapeutic horse-riding center. 
The center serves clients with dis-
abilities, both emotional and physi-
cal, by providing riding lessons and 
therapeutic riding.

The Riley Equine Center was es-
tablished in 2010 by Kiwanian Bon-
nie Riley, a psychologist, and her 
business partner, who is a special 
education teacher. With limited re-
sources, the two began a riding facil-
ity where the natural movement of 
the horse’s gait is a form of therapy. 
It strengthens muscles, improves 
balance and increases confidence as 
riders master the skill of getting on 
a 1,200-pound horse and getting the 
animal to do what they ask it to do. 
The program benefits stroke victims, 
autistic children, people with social 
anxieties and other disabilities.

The Kiwanis Club of Boonville was 
looking for a project they could work 
on as a team. Riley wrote a proposal 
to her club, and members accepted it. 

Club President Jason Roe is a carpen-
ter by trade, and he knew how to or-
der the materials needed to set up the 
obstacle course Riley mapped out.

“They crafted a swinging gate, 
a bridge sturdy enough for a horse 
to walk across, an adjustable jump, 
and they painted numerous land-
scape timbers for various configura-
tions for horses to negotiate on the 
ground,” Riley says. “These profes-
sional Kiwanians displayed their 
hidden talents as builders.”

Seven Kiwanians volunteered their 
time and labor to the obstacle-build-
ing project, along with several spous-
es. Another Kiwanian and communi-
ty donors made monetary donations 
that covered the cost of the materials. 
Volunteers worked from sun-up to 
sundown one day to build the new 
obstacles. Riley was surprised by the 
outpouring of support and amazed 
at how it came together.

“We hear many positive comments 
from the riders and their families on 
how therapeutic riding has improved 
their lives,” she says.  —Tamara Stevens

Obstacle lessons

Club leadership is an awfully big role. 
CLE will help you fill it.

You’ve taken a leadership role in your Kiwanis club. Now take a little time to 
ensure your success—with Club Leadership Education. Sessions are available 
online or in classroom settings. And remember: Every incoming club president 
and secretary is expected to complete CLE. We encourage completion by 
September 1.
 
Make your experience enjoyable. Make your leadership effective.
Sign up and find more details at www.KiwanisOne.org/CLE.

Protect  
your club.

Protect 
those you 
serve.

With criminal-history  
background checks,  
it’s easier than ever. 

A new option for club  
leaders. A secure electronic  
process. No paperwork  
for you or your club. 

Get access through Kiwanis  
International—and make 
sure Kiwanis-club members 
meet standards of trust  
and integrity. 

For the children you serve.
For members’ confidence.
For your club’s reputation.

Learn more today:
www.KiwanisOne.org/
backgroundchecks
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Sometimes something so simple can turn 
into something quite spectacular. Imagine 
a project that could raise up to US$20,000 
from the sale of a small collectible pin and 
an equally petite lapel button. In Anchor-
age, Alaska, there’s a Kiwanis club that 
does just that. Every year.

“Seventy-five years ago, Anchorage was 
a town of 3,000 people,” says James Huettl, 
Kiwanis Club of University, Anchorage, 
president. “The winter was dark and cold. 
The residents felt isolated. From this isola-
tion, a three-day sports tournament was 
organized to lift everyone’s spirits. It coin-
cided with fur-trading season. It was called 
Fur Rendezvous. To locals, Fur Rondy.”

There are 300,000 Anchorageans today. 

Fur Rondy is now 10 days of costume balls, 
World Champion Dog Sled Races, and—
yes—fur trading. Much of the event is fund-
ed through the sale of pins and buttons tout-
ing Fur Rondy. Everyone buys them.

“Our club came up with this Keystone 
Kops idea,” Huettl explains. “We construct 
portable jails and good-naturedly incarcer-
ate villains not wearing a Fur Rondy pin or 
button. You stay out of, or get back out of, 
jail, by purchasing a Fur Rondy pin or but-
ton from a Kiwanis Keystone Kop. We sell 
them everywhere in the winter months. 
The proceeds go back into the community, 
including for the March of Dimes.”

Calling all Kiwanis Keystone Kops, the 
next Fur Rondy is in February 2013.

if you Dare to go buttonless in anchorage, you’ll likely run 
afoul of these krazy kiwanis koppers  | Story by Nicholas Drake

Hoosegow hooligans

CAMPAIGN
CONNECTION

Leadership spotlight
Name:
Francine Pease

Club:
Kiwanis Club of Greater East 
Troy, Wisconsin

Kiwanian for:
14 years

Kiwanis leadership:
Club president, multiple terms 
as vice president, past lieutenant 
governor

Campaign position:
Division 2 coordinator, Wisconsin-
Upper Michigan District

Why is The Eliminate Project 
important to you?
Once I really saw how maternal 
and neonatal tetanus affected 
women and children, it person-
ally touched me. I’m from a fam-
ily of many women, and I feel 
inspired to support women in my 
life and around the world.

Tell us what you’ve been doing 
for the campaign.
I helped plan an event where we 
honored six outstanding Kiwanis 
women. We had wonderful at-
tendance, because these ladies 
are so amazing. This made The 
Eliminate Project more real for 
the people who attended. Some 
people weren’t aware of the proj-
ect and just how important it is.

Why’s this campaign so impor-
tant to Kiwanis?
As Kiwanians, we serve to 
make a difference in the world. 
Through this 
project, we 
can make such 
an amazing 
impact in the 
lives of so 
many women.

The best Mother’s Day gift
What if your Mother’s Day gift could save a life? With the new limited-edition 
Mother’s Day/International Women’s Day Zeller Fellowship, 
it can. When you honor a woman or another special per-
son in your life by offering  a gift of US$1,250 to The 
Eliminate Project between March 1 and June 15, your 
gift will save or protect more than 690 lives from 
maternal and neonatal tetanus. And donors will re-
ceive a Zeller Fellowship medallion, a special edi-
tion Mother’s Day lapel pin (right), a personalized 
certificate and a postcard informing the honoree that 
a gift has been made in his or her name. Learn more 
at www.TheEliminateProject.org.

www.TheEliminateProject.org
Campaign@TheEliminateProject.org

+1-317-217-6213

Local force, global punch
When Glendale, California, Kiwanians get involved in something, big things happen. 
Last year, for example, their Incredible Ducks Splash raised nearly US$85,000. So, it’s 
no surprise the club became the California-Nevada-Hawaii District’s � rst pledged 100K 
Club. With 90 years of history and 208 members, the club is one of the district’s oldest, 
largest and most active. Now it has another way to interact with its diverse community.

“In one of our high schools, over 69 languages are spoken in the various homes of the 
students,” says Vic Legerton, the club’s secretary.

The Eliminate Project offers a particularly relevant way to build connections. “Many 
of our members are from areas affected by maternal and neonatal tetanus,” adds club 
President Susan Dell. Supporting a global cause is not a new experience for this 
club. Along with supporting the IDD campaign, members have raised more than 
US$10,000 in response to recent disasters in Pakistan, Japan and Haiti.

How does the Glendale club do so much? “Always set a goal,” Legerton says.

For The Eliminate Proj-
ect, the club challenged 
itself to become a 100K 
Club. But even if a club 
can’t make that level of 
commitment, there are 
many ways to contrib-
ute. “Even the small-
est clubs can set a goal 
and work to achieve it,” 
Legerton says.

The Incredible Ducks 
Splash raises money 
for local charities. Now 
the club is supporting 
The Eliminate Project 
as  a 100K Club.

 www.Kiwanis.org/foundation
Foundation@kiwanis.org

+1-317-217-6254 | Fax: +1-317-217-6254
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+1-317-217-6254 | Fax: +1-317-217-6254
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free for a whole year is even better
FREE IS GOOD

Easy club website

Simple organizing tools

Connected to Kiwanis member data

www.KiwanisOne.org/freeCMS

Building a new Kiwanis club? Give the gift of Club Management System to 
newly-chartered Kiwanis clubs, free for one year.

  

These clubs celebrate anniversaries in 
May and June 2012. See a full list on-
line at www.kiwanis.org/birthdays.

75TH—1937
Ken-Ton, New York, May 13
Dexter, Michigan, June 2
Monticello, Indiana, June 11
Oregon, Missouri, June 15
Hicksville, New York, June 18
Petersburg, West Virginia, June 23
Pewaukee, Wisconsin, June 23

50TH—1962
Bixby Knolls-North Long Beach, 
California, May 3
Storm Lake Beavers, Iowa, May 3
Rockwood, Portland, Oregon,
May 7
Grosse Ile, Michigan, May 12
Rhinelander, Wisconsin, May 17

Palm Beach, Florida, May 22
Horicon Marsh, Wisconsin,
May 23
Lisle, Illinois, June 4
Port Charlotte, Florida, June 6
Merrillville-Breakfast, Indiana, 
June 19

25TH—1987
Hua Tan, Taiwan, May 2
Santis, Switzerland, May 4
Bex-Salin, Switzerland, May 6
Saint Etienne, France, May 13
Ibarra, Ecuador, May 16
Oss, Netherlands, May 18
Konolfingen-Signau, Switzerland, 
May 26
Fribourg-Sarine, Switzerland,
June 5
Speedway, Indiana, June 10
Tilburg, Netherlands, June 15

Cainta Vista Verde, Cainta, Rizal, 
Philippines, June 28

Birthdays
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Perfection counts!
When James “Jim” Johnson and Robert “Bob” Guymer joined the Kiwanis 
Club of Royal Oak, Michigan, in January 1967 and February 1975, respec-
tively, they probably had no idea 
they’d achieve perfection. They 
have. Jim, 82, was recently hon-
ored by his fellow Kiwanians for 44 
years of perfect attendance. He was 
joined by Bob, 80, who logged his 
own perfect 34 years of attendance. 
Both born in the roaring 1920s, the 
men have shared more than 1,700 
weekly Kiwanis meetings together.

ETC. | 71

Where’s the bear?
Kiwanis bears have been traveling in both hemispheres lately. Can you 
name where these world travelers have been seen?

1. Kiwanis President Alan Penn’s grandson, Pierce, took this Kiwanis 
bear on a tour of Robert E. Lee Hall during the Kiwanis Family Confer-
ence this past November.

2. Kiwi Kiwanian Neville Joll and this Kiwanis bear try to land a giant trout 
in an area where Zane Grey once tossed his line before writing “Anglers 
Eldorado.” The locale also is known for its geothermal attractions.

Where’s your Kiwanis bear? Post your Kiwanis bear photos on Facebook 
and tag it “Kiwanis International.” Before you tag the image, make sure 
you’ve clicked “Like” to become a fan of the Kiwanis page at http://face 
book.com/kiwanis. You can also email your photo to magazine@kiwanis.org.

For the locations of these bears and to find more bear photos, visit http://
kwn.is/kbears.

1 2

Somethingn
ew

is coming...

The Kiwanis Store catalog is 
coming! Please ask your club 
secretary about it. Look it 
over. Find new Kiwanis gear. 
Discover new ways to show 

your Kiwanis pride!

See what’s new at  
www.kiwanis.org/store.
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A LOOK BACK AT KIWANIS HISTORY72 | RETROSPECTIVE

The Detroit Kiwanis Club No. 1 celebrated 
its 97th anniversary this past January. It also 
was Kiwanis’ 97th birthday, so local mem-
bers were joined by Kiwanians from various 
parts of the world, some from as far away 
as the Philippines to review the offerings of 
a silent auction and pose for photographs 
next to a giant birthday cake. A retrospective 
of the past year proved that the club contin-
ues to have a local and global impact.

Every January, the Michigan Kiwanians 
remember their club’s roll in the found-
ing of a multi-generational family that 
now spreads around the world with more 
than 600,000 members in 80 nations.

“We welcome the Kiwanis International 
president every year,” says club President 
Thom Mann. “Entertainment ranges from 
jazz singers to high school bands, a cap-
pella groups, opera singers, dance bands. 
… Every year we try something different.”

They also make their celebrations mean-
ingful. Part of this year’s auction proceeds 
went to support a newly-sponsored Aktion 
Club and The Eliminate Project: Kiwanis 
eliminating maternal and neonatal tetanus.

Ask Thom Mann about the club’s 100th 
anniversary plans, and he’ll tell you the 
club hopes to have 100 members by 
2015—an aggressive goal for a club num-
bering 62 Kiwanians. This past January, 
with Kiwanis International President 
Alan Penn presiding, the club inducted 
two new members, building toward that 
century celebration.  —Fabienne April

First in 1915;
leading the way toward 2015

Joseph G. Prance, left, was the first to answer yes when asked 

to join the Detroit Kiwanis Club. Ninety-seven years later, 

Nicole Richard and Linda Marchione follow in his footsteps as 

two of the newest Detroit Kiwanis Club No. 1 members. 

After moving to the U.S. from Uganda, Brian Turindwamukama met Kiwanian Byron Tabor. A few 

months later, Byron invited Brian to a Key Leader weekend. Quickly, Brian went from being anxious to being 

accepted. And he returned the next year as a student facilitator. Key Leader offers teens of all backgrounds 

that kind of life-changing experience.  “And sometimes, in the back of the room,” Byron says, “there’s a 

50-year-old man like me thinking about things a certain way for the first time.”

Discover how you can serve and connect. Find dates, locations, registration information and more at 

www.key-leader.org. And read more about Brian, Byron and others at www.key-leader.org/stories. 

www.key-leader.org

—Key Leader volunteer Byron Tabor
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®

Call For Your FREE
Fund-raising Kit

1-888-PNUT-FUN (1-888-768-8386)
Be sure to visit our web site at 
www.kiwanispeanutday.com

*A non-profit, Kiwanis sponsored fund-raising program exclusively for Kiwanis clubs. Offer valid only for the first 400 clubs that order. Rebate will be sent in check form only after payment has been made. Rebate promotion begins April 1, 2012. 
No previous orders will be rebated. Clubs must take possession of product within 60 days of ordering to be qualified for rebate offer.  Cannot be combined with any other offer. Some restrictions apply. Payment due 30 days after delivery date of product.

Kiwanis Peanut Day, Inc.*
900 Jorie Blvd.
Oak Brook, IL 60523  
630/990-0400 • fx: 630/990-7401

In honor of Kiwanis Peanut Day's
Anniversary, we are offering a one-time,
one per club $100 rebate* with any 
purchase of $200 or more.

If you have never tried Kiwanis Peanut Day
before, this is a perfect time to try us out!
Kiwanis Peanut Day will fill your every need,
from helping you plan through helping you
incorporate our products into your existing
primary or secondary fund-raisers. 

See why we are the #1 fund-raiser in Kiwanis!

March12_r_Feb07_  2/3/12  2:12 PM  Page 1

Kiwanis Intl. 3636 Woodview Tr. Indianapolis, IN 46268-3196 USA
ChANge ServICe reqUeSTed

what’s your story
If your club has a success story, simply 
email a summary and a few photos 
to shareyourstory@kiwanis.org to be 
considered for possible future use in a 
Kiwanis International publication.
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