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PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE

See you in New Orleans
Alan and I have enjoyed traveling the world as your ambassadors and participating in many wonderful projects. Kiwanians, you are awesome!
Thank you for all you do to improve the lives of children and families. You are building your legacy of service in your communities.
Thank you for embracing The Eliminate Project. Our first granddaughter, Peytyn Lynn, recently joined our family. With sanitary birthing practices and tetanus shots, our daughter protected the connection between mother and baby. What wonderful
opportunities are given to all Kiwanians by honoring someone
with Zeller and Mother’s Day Zeller awards.
This year, as we celebrate 25 years of women in Kiwanis, it
is fitting that we focus on women in our service at our
convention. Soon after Kiwanis’ founding in 1915,
women were attending meetings and volunteering, but they were not permitted to be members.
In 1987, Kiwanis opened its membership and
women have played active roles ever since.
Many claim to be “the first” woman member, president, lieutenant governor. ... Yet
today, women make up only 25 percent of
our membership. Let this be the year you
invite other women to Kiwanis.
Join us at our 2012 convention in New
Orleans, where the welcome reception
will kick off our celebration of women
in Kiwanis. An exhibit hall booth will
offer merchandise and information.
Seminars will highlight leadership
opportunities. Share the story of how
your mother, daughter, sister or friend
made a difference through their membership in Kiwanis.
Join us at the convention to meet and
make new friends, share ideas, learn
more about The Eliminate Project, celebrate 25 years of women in Kiwanis and
enjoy New Orleans!

Alan and Jeri Penn
Kiwanis International President and First Lady
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GET BACK IN THE WATER SAFELY: A SAFE STEP TO COMFORT AND INDEPENDENCE

The MOST DANGEROUS room
in your home... the bathroom

ccording to The New York Times*, the
bathroom can be the most dangerous room
A
in the home. Hundreds of thousands of falls
and accidents happen each year.

FACT: 1 in 3 adults 65+ fall each year, and falls are
the leading cause of injury death as well as the most
common cause of nonfatal injuries and hospital
admissions for trauma.**
*BAKALAR, NICHOLAS. “Watch Your Step While Washing Up.” New York Times 16, Aug. 2011, New York Edition ed.,
Section D sec.: D7. Web **CDC - Center for Disease Control and Prevention

SAFETY NEVER FELT SO GOOD.

™

A

Safe Step Walk-In
Tub will offer
independence to those
seeking a safe and easy
way to bathe right in the
convenience and comfort
of your own home.
Constructed and built
right here in America for
safety and durability from
the ground up. Plus with
LIFETIME
more standard features
LIMITED WARRANTY
than any other tub:
• Less than 4-inch
A Safe Step Walk-In Tub
step up***
also offers life changing
• Built in 17-inch high therapeutic relief from
all kinds of aches and
seat for stability
pains. Featuring carefully
• In-line Heater
engineered dual hydro
massage and air bubble
• Ozone Sanitizer
jets—both strategically
• No-Strength
placed to target sore
Locking handle
muscles and joints in your
• Gentle Jet™ System, legs and back.
16 air streams and
These tubs are designed
10 water jets
to easily ﬁt your existing
• Lifetime warranty on tub space without a full
the tub and door seal remodel. Installation is

included in the package
and our installers are
insured and certiﬁed in
walk-in tub installationall work is 100%
guaranteed.
Offering the highest
quality and service
while maintaining a low
affordable price, there just
isn’t a better walk-in tub
on the market.
So take your ﬁrst step
towards feeling great and
stay in the home you love.

SAFE STEP TUBS COMMENDED BY
THE ARTHRITIS FOUNDATION

Call now toll-free

1-877-631-1619
for more information and
for our Senior Discounts.

Financing available with approved credit.

SPECIAL PROMOTION
when you mention this

Promo Code 4443
For a limited time only

www.safesteptub.com

***On uninstalled tub, actual height may vary based upon installation
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COLUMNS

What They Say What advice would you give to young professionals?
“Join us. Help us
form the next generation of Kiwanis
clubs.”

Alan Penn
President

Tom DeJulio

“You can either be
obsessed by success
or succeed in life by
making an impact
and the right connections to help
Kiwanis become
more dynamic in
its service to the
world’s children.”

President-elect

Gunter Gasser

“Through the friendships you make
today, you develop
interactive and leadership skills essential
for your personal and
professional future.
Take the chance
to be a long-time
Kiwanian.”

Vice president

Quotes

Dues and Don’ts

Kiwanians on Facebook were asked,
“What advice would you share with
a young professional?” Here are a
few of the responses:

time highs for the Key Clubs, BuildUsually, I use this column to preers Clubs, K-Kids Clubs and Aktion
view what’s in the magazine and
Clubs they support—well, it’s pretty
to talk about an issue our readers
easy to understand the math.
might find interesting. As usual,
So, put yourself in the seat at the
there are some great stories about
Kiwanis Board table. You have two
Kiwanis clubs doing great things.
choices. Continue to reduce expensThis time, however, I choose
es (which we do every year), or ask
to provide our readers with my
the delegates to consider paying anoverview of a dues proposal our
other US$15 annually. We presently
Kiwanis International Board of
have a hiring freeze in our office,
Trustees approved in April for
which translates into reduced sersubmission to our delegates at the
vices for our adult and youth clubs.
2012 convention in New Orleans,
Before we make any further cuts, our
June 28–July 1.
board members
First, it’s a
felt they should
very short time
inform our clubs
to educate—and
Executive
and give them
quite
frankly,
Perspective
the option.
sell—the dues
We’ve tried to
increase proposStan Soderstrom
Kiwanis, Executive Director
be good stewal. When we’ve
ards of the orgahad other dues
nization’s financial resources, and
increases proposed, we’ve always
I feel we have been that. Kiwanis
had much more time to make the
has benefited from careful financase to our clubs. Our board memcial management, with an operatbers understand that.
ing surplus every year since 2003
The last time we raised our dues
except 2010–11. And, we’ve built
(and thus the overall revenue for
a reserve that anchors our liability
Kiwanis) was 2003. Using a U.S.
insurance, building and magazine
Federal Reserve Bank online calfunds. But we cannot maintain
culator (ww.minneapolisfed.org), I
that for very long.
learned our US$42 dues, which was
No one likes higher prices. But,
set in 2003, would require more than
it might be time to raise our dues.
US$53 in 2012 for the same buying
I hope you’ll carefully consider
power. Add an overall decrease in
what’s at stake for Kiwanis.
Kiwanis clubs matched with all-

“(Kiwanis) is a great way to network. ...
If you form a personal relationship
with other business people, they’ll
feel more comfortable referring business to you. Plus it’s
a great way to pay
back to the community.”
Andy Whitehurst
Kiwanis Club of Warren Township,
Indianapolis, Indiana
“(Kiwanis is a) wonderful way to help
our children, plus
you get to meet and
work with some of
the nicest people.”
Margaret Miller
Kiwanis Club of Rolla
Breakfast, Missouri
“Kiwanians are a unique breed of people.
I’ve met some of the
nicest, best and
brightest in Kiwanis
who share my values of service and
camaraderie.”
Marian Liebowitz
Kiwanis Club of San Diego, California

Join us at www.facebook.com/
kiwanis, twitter.com/kiwanis and
www.kiwanis.org/blog.

Kiwanis
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Cultivating
community

hidden
hungry

Kiwanis

URBAN GARDENS CAN BE A PLACE WHERE GREEN THUMBS MEET, OR THEY CAN
BE SOMETHING MUCH BIGGER—SOMETHING THAT FEEDS AN ENTIRE COMMUNITY
| Stories by Shanna Mooney

It’s amazing what happens when you bring
a community closer together.
People meet, talk, laugh, become friends—
friends that do things for one another and
join hands to help others.
One trend that’s bringing communities
closer is the urban garden, a place where
residents are invited to garden together and
share in the bounty, be it flowers or produce.
It’s likely you’ve heard about the resurgence of community and urban gardens
and the local-food movement. To many, the
concepts are hardly new; you grew up gardening and eagerly look forward to those
first luscious tomatoes each year just as you
have since childhood. Community gardens
can be urban, suburban or rural. They can
be one community plot or many individual
plots. They can be at a school, hospital or in
a neighborhood.
And, as in the case of The Kiwanis Club
of Mustang, Oklahoma, they can be a significant help to others in the community. This

SHINING A LIGHT ON THE GROWING PROBLEM OF
SENIOR HUNGER | Story by Matthew Gonzales
Traditionally, the hunger fight focuses on
children in developing countries or economically destitute people living in developed nations. While those groups need
attention, another vulnerable group is experiencing food insecurity at an alarming
rate, even as they live in the world’s richest countries: seniors.
In the United States and Canada, senior
citizens are increasingly dependent on
food banks and meal delivery services to
meet their nutritional needs. According
to a survey conducted by the University
of Kentucky Center for Poverty Research,
the number of U.S. seniors facing hunger
risk rose from about 700,000 to 3 million
between 2001 to 2007.
Food Banks Canada, which represents
the Canadian food bank community, reports that the number of Canadian seniors
helped by food banks went from 5.5 percent of adults served in 2009 to 7.2 percent
of adults served in 2010—and that number
doesn’t account for seniors who receive
free or subsidized meals from community
meal delivery programs.
Those on the front lines of the fight against
senior hunger point to poverty, lack of mobility and prohibitive medical costs as the
chief reasons for the growing senior hunger
problem. Meanwhile, seniors who depend
on retirement funds for living expenses

GARDENING | 39

have been hard-hit by the recent recession.
But perhaps the biggest issue facing
hungry seniors is a lack of awareness that
there’s a problem.
“It’s not a sexy issue,” Enid Borden, president of Meals on Wheels of America, says.
“It’s not an issue that celebrities flock to,
and it’s not an issue that most people think
will ever affect them.”
However, as seniors in the United States
and other developed countries outpace the
population growth of other age groups, a
growing number of people almost certainly
will find themselves at risk for hunger at a
time in their lives when they are physically
and economically vulnerable.

club’s garden raises food that is donated to a
local food distribution agency.
“One of the most important things is feeding people,” says garden volunteer and Kiwanis member Christie Scott. “We donate a
portion to the Kiwanis Food Bank and other
local not-for-profits. A portion goes to the
volunteers, and the rest is sold at our farmers
market. The profits from the market support
the garden.”
Because of that, the club varies its crops
based on what the community demands.
“We grow a variety of vegetables, including
tomatoes, cucumbers, squash, peppers and
onions,” Scott says. “We plant several varieties of each vegetable and usually experiment
with a new variety or two each year.”
In order to glean the most produce from its
acreage, the club also uses a relatively new
farming technique called plasticulture. “The
Oklahoma Department of Agriculture’s
plasticulture program has been a very positive program for our garden,” Scott says.

A DISTURBING PICTURE
As the president of Meals on Wheels of
America, Borden has seen the face of senior
hunger firsthand, and it’s her goal to make
sure others see it too.
“When we think of hunger, we tend to
think of people in Third World countries,”
she says. “My goal is to shed light on the
hidden hungry—the ones behind closed
doors. To me, it’s one of the biggest travesties there is.”
When asked about the perception that
kids are the most vulnerable among the
hungry in the United States, Borden doesn’t
mince words in her response. “I don’t think

Kiwanis

IMPRESSIVE WORK
I received the February Kiwanis magazine yesterday
and was riveted by the cover story on the “The Hidden Hungry.” I appreciated the fact that the story gave
examples from both Canada and the U.S. and pointed
out that some “common knowledge” notions are, in
fact, not true. For example, the concept that hunger is
a developing country problem and that affluent areas
of the U.S. have no poverty has been shown inaccurate.
If anything, the U.S. is moving closer to the classic developing country circumstance of an increasing disparity between the rich and poor. Likewise, the perception
that Canada’s social support systems are well functioning and adequate are far from reality, even more so
among the aboriginal communities, as the recent summit between the federal government and the leaders of
the aboriginal peoples were trying to address.
All to say, I am always impressed by the work of
Kiwanis!
Lucie M. Bohac
Coordinator, Network for Sustained Elimination
of Iodine Deficiency
Ottawa, Ontario
CAN-DO SERVICE
I read with great interest two February 2012 Kiwanis
magazine articles that are relative to urban and rural
area issues: “The Hidden Hungry” and “Cultivating
Community.”
As an advisor to three Aktion Clubs, I see great opportunities for Kiwanis to spread our compassion of
caring for hungry youth, adults and elders living right
in our local urban and rural neighborhood. Feeding
them, we can do.
Our Aktion Clubs stand ready as a united effort to cre-

Kiwanis

Kiwanis

atively work side by side with our Service Leadership
Programs—K-Kids, Key Clubs and Circle K—to utilize
our talents to address the needs of those hungry in our
community who want to join our ranks as community
volunteers and enjoy more aspects of a quality life.
Thank you for these two relevant articles concerning
how we may help as Kiwanians.
Frank X. Werner Sr.
Kiwanis Club of Wilmington, Delaware
THE GROWING PROBLEM
In response to the February 2012 Kiwanis magazine article, “The Hidden Hungry,” I’d like to point out two
things:
1. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
estimates 2,000 to 3,000 older Americans die from
malnutrition each year. While this sounds alarming,
it does not mean they were the victims of hunger
or starvation. In fact, researchers note that nearly
all of these deaths are the result of a normal loss
of appetite as we age. Your article, however, implies systemic hunger among older people in North
America. There is zero proof of this.
2. In focusing on a nonexistent problem, you ignore
a true threat to health: We eat too much! In fact,
62 percent of adult Americans of all ages—including Meals on Wheels recipients—are considered
overweight or obese, making the U.S. the fattest
nation the world has ever seen. Our excess calories have led to millions of new cases of diabetes
and heart disease.
Bottom line, the “growing problem” involving food
isn’t senior hunger, but our waistlines.
Cliff Hadley
Kiwanis Club of Huron, South Dakota

Send your letters to magazine@kiwanis.org or Kiwanis Magazine, 3636 Woodview Trace, Indianapolis, Indiana 46268, USA.

Kiwanis
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CONVENTION UPDATE

Women have always been a part of Kiwanis activities, such as these 1933 convention guests, but it wasn’t until 1987
when they officially became members. The 2012 convention will celebrate the 25th anniversary of that decision.

Celebrating women in Kiwanis
It’s been 25 years since Kiwanis opened its membership to women, so New ORleans
is throwing a party with Exhibits, merchandise and more
Make sure you’re in New Orleans, June 28July 1, because the 2012 Kiwanis International convention will celebrate 25 years of
women in Kiwanis. Here are just a few things
planned to mark this important milestone:
• Workshops and forums
• Welcome reception
• Legion of Honor recognitions
• Onstage event during closing session

• A “Women in Kiwanis” booth in the exhibit hall
• New merchandise
Make plans now to join us in the Big
Easy as we celebrate how far we’ve come
and where we plan to take the organization next! Be sure to send two delegates
to represent your club in the House of
Delegates. Visit www.KiwanisOne.org/
convention for more details.

Kiwanis
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Dues proposal set for vote
The Kiwanis International Board will propose a US$15 dues increase when
the House of Delegates convenes at the 97th Annual Kiwanis International
Convention in New Orleans, June 28–July 1. Kiwanis dues have remained
unchanged for nearly a decade. Several factors impact Kiwanis’ financial
status, including:
Inflation: With today’s dollar, Kiwanis would need more than $53 to continue doing business at the same level as 2003 when delegates set dues at $42.
Kiwanis membership: The primary source of Kiwanis International revenue is members’ dues. Since 2003–04, our membership has declined from
264,464 to 226,929 at the end of the 2010–11 year, and revenue from dues
and fees has fallen from $10.6 million to $8.7 million.
Stewardship: Every year, Kiwanis has cut expenses in various ways, including measures that have reduced services to our adult and youth clubs.
As a result, the organization is operating efficiently and lean and has maintained an operating surplus every year since 2003—until last year. In order
to return to fiscal stability, a dues increase is needed.
Kiwanis also would like to take advantage of additional opportunities,
such as:
Education: New technology is available to improve the member experience through online education and club administration and support.
Program growth: For each of the past four years, Aktion Club, Key Club
and Builders Club set all-time membership records. K-Kids also has set
membership records in all but one of these years. Kiwanis needs to maintain financial stability in order to continue its investment in these youth and
adult programs.
Nations with a per-capita income between US$5,000 and $10,000 would
see a $10 increase to their dues, and nations with a per-capita income below
$5,000 would see a $7 increase.
To learn more about the proposed amendment, visit www.KiwanisOne.
org/dues.

Proposed
amendments
The 2012 House of Delegates will
keep busy in New Orleans with
17 proposed amendments on the
agenda. In addition to the dues
amendment (left), delegates will
consider proposals that would:
• Redefine the age requirement for
membership.
• Allow a club to determine “good
standing” status for its members.
• Expand the membership classes.
• Separate provisions about regular vs. special meetings of the Kiwanis International Board.
• Set minimum standards for districts regarding government and
financial reporting.
• Set minimum standards for federations regarding government
and financial reporting.
• Allow clubs to schedule regular
meetings once per month.
• Align reporting duties for Kiwanis International finances.
• Clarify provisions about the role
and purpose of districts.
• Include the vice president on the
Kiwanis International Board Executive Committee.
• Provide that clubs will investigate and discipline for “conduct
unbecoming.”
• Clarify discipline of Kiwanis International officers.
• Extend the freeze on tiered dues.
• Add a new Kiwanis Object.
• Establish a new Kiwanis International standing committee of
past trustees.
• Require a minimum of 15 members to form a new club.
Twelve other amendments were
adopted this past January by the
Kiwanis International Council.
For more details, visit www.
KiwanisOne.org/amendments.

Kiwanis
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CONVENTION UPDATE

Bear reunion
There’ll be a teddy bear reunion in New Orleans this June. During the past
year, Kiwanians have photographed Kiwanis bears in locations around the
world. (See for yourself on Page 61.) Now, President Alan Penn and First Lady
Jeri Penn are calling all Kiwanis bears to the 2012 convention.
So bring your Kiwanis bear to the welcome reception in the Family
Lounge, Wednesday, June 27, at 5 p.m. for a Kiwanians-with-bears photo.

Announced candidates
Here are your announced candidates for 2012–13 Kiwanis International
Board positions:
• President (one to be elected): Thomas E. “Tom” DeJulio, New York District
• President-elect (one to be elected): Gunter Gasser, Austria
• Vice president (one to be elected): John R. Button, Eastern Canada and the
Caribbean; Jerome E. Peuler Jr., Capital; Stewart Ross, Minnesota-Dakotas
• Trustee for United States and Pacific Canada (three, three-year terms to be
elected): Kevin Dean, West Virginia; Dennis M. Oliver, Louisiana-Mississippi-West Tennessee; Tom Ramiccio, Florida; James M. Rochford, IllinoisEastern Iowa; Ronald E. Smith, Southwest; Elizabeth M. Tezza, Carolinas
• Trustee for the Canada and Caribbean Region (one three-year term was
filled at the 2011 Western Canada District convention): Colin Reichle, Western Canada.
• Trustee for the Europe Region (one three-year term will be filled during the
2012 Kiwanis International-European Federation Convention, June 8–9:
Óskar Guðjónsson, Iceland-Faroes
• The Asia-Pacific Region and At-Large Seat do not have a guaranteed trustee seat open for the 2012–13 administrative year.
For the most up-to-date list of candidates and their biographical information, visit www.KiwanisOne.org/candidates.
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FREE

IS GOOD
free for a whole year
is even better

Give your feedback on
proposed new club bylaws
Building a new Kiwanis
club? Give the gift of
online club management
tools and a public
website to newlychartered Kiwanis clubs,
free for one year.

www.KiwanisOne.org /
freeCMS.

The Standard Form for Club Bylaws states each club’s agreement with Kiwanis International on basic standards to belong to the organization and to
use the Kiwanis names and marks.
The current document often includes a high level of detail that, for the
most part, probably is no longer helpful or necessary in modern society. The
club bylaws have been reviewed by a special multinational task force and
a new version proposed. The proposal reduces the rules prescribed by Kiwanis International and provides greater flexibility and autonomy to clubs.
It also simplifies the language, increases global applicability and applies to
traditional and nontraditional clubs.
The Kiwanis International Board would like to know what members think
about the proposal. Read the proposed bylaws and frequently asked questions at www.KiwanisOne.org/proposedclubbylaws.
Comments can be sent to bylawsspecialist@kiwanis.org. There also
will be two forums on this topic at the 2012 Kiwanis International Convention in New Orleans.
Before the proposed bylaws can be adopted, some provisions of the
Kiwanis International Bylaws would have to be amended. The Kiwanis
International Council adopted some necessary revisions in January
2012. Other amendments will be considered at the convention in New
Orleans. Review those also at www.KiwanisOne.org/proposedclubbylaws. All clubs are encouraged to send two delegates to the 2012 Kiwanis International Convention to vote on the corresponding changes
to the Kiwanis International Bylaws.

Kiwanis
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IN MEMORIAM

Wes Bartlett: a leader who touched Kiwanis
By Anton J. “ Tony” Kaiser, 1987–88 President, Kiwanis International
On October 1, 1971, I embarked on
one of the most exciting years of
my Kiwanis career, as governor of
the New York District. I consider
it a great privilege to have served
with that team under the guidance
of our Kiwanis International president, Wes H. Bartlett. So, it was
with great sadness that I learned of
his death this past April 1.
Those years were pivotal times
for our organization. Less than a decade earlier, our organization had
opened its doors to international
extension, and every year, we were
building clubs in new nations with
new languages and vastly different
cultures. Also, the “Baby Boom”
generation was filling our universities with students who questioned
the status quo. As a result, our
youth organizations, especially Circle K, were calling for change.
Into this age stepped a furniture
and flooring merchant from Algona,
Iowa, seen by all who knew him as
a gentle man among gentlemen and
an effective leader. With a theme,

“Unite for Progress,” Wes called for
cooperation among all segments of
society and members of the Kiwanis
family. While training us as governors and speaking to Kiwanians
worldwide, he repeatedly stressed
the importance of communication.
“Kiwanis, Key Club, Circle K—it’s
just like family as far as I’m concerned,” he would say. “What we all
have to do … is sit down jointly and
lay everything on the table.”
In that spirit, he adopted two Major Emphasis Programs—Operation
Drug Alert and Project Environment—partly because these were
issues that could bring together
Kiwanis clubs and their sponsored
Circle K and Key Clubs. To help CKI
address its membership challenges,
he called for a “new beginning” of
the program. One result was offering CKI clubs the option of allowing women to be members—truly a
historic decision for our family.
Wes, who was born the year Kiwanis was founded, joined the Algona club in 1946. Rising through

the ranks of leadership, he joined
the Kiwanis International Board of
Trustees in 1964. He also served as
world secretariat and Kiwanis International Foundation Board trustee and treasurer.
He has now joined his beloved
wife, Mary, his steadfast supporter
in all his Kiwanis travels and endeavors who predeceased him by
many years.
Wes Bartlett, your Kiwanis family
will miss you.

Oscar Knight: servant leader
Leader, teacher, hero, champion
… friend. These and other tributes
were expressed via social media as
the Kiwanis world learned of the
April 1 passing of Kiwanis International Trustee Oscar E. Knight III.
His wife, Gladys, three children
and two grandchildren survive.
Knight first joined the Kiwanis
Club of San Diego in 1979 and
transferred to the La Mesa Kiwanis Club in 1988. He served as club
president, lieutenant governor and
2007–08 governor of the California-

Nevada-Hawaii District. In 2010, he
was elected to a three-year term as
Kiwanis International trustee.
A mortgage banker, he also
served his community through the
American Red Cross, YMCA, and
the Girl Scouts of America.
An “In Memoriam” Facebook
group was established soon after
Knight’s death, prompting Hemet,
California,
Kiwanian
Jennlyn
Laughlin to write: “A true gentleman and a true leader among his
community and around the world.”

Kiwanis
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Build your own convention schedule
Kiwanis has made it easy for you to create your own personal schedule for
the 2012 Kiwanis International Convention in New Orleans.
“My Convention Schedule” (KiwanisOne.org/mysched
ule) offers a list of all convention events, including sessions, ticketed events and workshops.
If you’ve already registered for convention, log in (using
your KiwanisOne email and password) from the schedule
dashboard and access additional features to customize your
itinerary. First-time users will be given an option to register.
For registered attendees, any paid ticketed events will automatically populate your personal schedule when you log
in. You can then browse and add the sessions and workshops
you plan to attend, note any guests attending with you and
create additional events, such as district dinners or tours.
Your schedule can be printed or exported to your personal calendar.
Event details, such as start times, are subject to change at any time.
Please check your itinerary again close to the convention’s start dates.
TOOLBOX

Web workshops in New Orleans
Please join the Kiwanis International IT/Web team for the following international convention workshops:
• Creating a club website using KiwanisOne, Thursday, June 28
or Saturday, June 30
• Find what you’re looking for on KiwanisOne, Thursday, June 28
• Online reporting 101, Friday, June 29
• Online reporting 102, Friday, June 29
• Best practices for your website, Saturday, June 30
For a list of all convention workshops, go to www.Kiwanis
One.org/myschedule and click on “All Events.”

GO SOCIAL

Get started using hashtags
If you’re a Twitter tweeter, help build up the Kiwanis name and make your posts known to the Kiwanis world
by using a hashtag (http://kwn.is/wd5QFP).
As explained by Twitter, the # symbol, called a hashtag, is used to mark keywords or topics in a tweet. It
was created organically by Twitter users as a way to categorize messages. By clicking on a hashtagged word in
any tweet, you’ll see all other tweets that used the same hashtag. Hashtagged words sometimes become very
popular trending topics online.
Use the #kiwanis hashtag to connect with Kiwanians from around the world. Don’t forget to use The Eliminate Project hashtag too: #elimin8.
Kiwanis
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What if your

©2011 U.S. Fund for UNICEF/Cambodia

Mother’s Day gift

©UNICEF/NYHQ2004-0897/Radhika Chalasani

could save a child’s life?

There’s still time! From now through June 15, you can honor a special
woman with a Mother’s Day/International Women’s Day Zeller Fellowship.
Make a gift to The Eliminate Project in the name of a woman--or any person
who has been an inspiration. When you give a Zeller Fellowship, you’ll save
or protect more than 690 lives from maternal and neonatal tetanus.
Limited-edition Mother’s Day Zeller pin.
Give now through June 15, 2012.

Learn more at www.TheEliminateProject.org/mothersday.

GLOBAL CAMPAIGN FOR CHILDREN
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KIWANIS ONE DAY

This past April, Kiwanis One Day united our family of
volunteers for a global day of service. Here are just a few
examples. Read more about these and other One Day
projects at www.KiwanisOne.org/OneDay.

A day of Kiwanis service
ONTARIO, CANADA
Kitchener-Waterloo Kiwanis-family clubs
Clean up of trails along the Grand Valley River
Photos by Matthew O’Rourke

Kiwanis
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NEBRASKA, United States
Fremont Kiwanis-family clubs
Repair and clean senior citizens’ homes
Photos by Matt Miller

FLORIDA, United States
Florida District Kiwanis-family clubs
Plant sea oats at Fort De Soto Beach as a
defense against shoreline erosion
Photos by Jack Brockley
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LAKE CITY, the Philippines
Lake City-area Kiwanis clubs
Clean the community’s seven lakes
ZOTTEGEM, BELGIUM
Zottegem Kiwanis Club
Collect and sell clothing to benefit The
Eliminate Project
Photo by Hans Scherlippens

NEW YORK, United States
Syracuse Kiwanis-family clubs
Spruce up high school grounds
Photo by Michael Okoniewski

Massachusetts, United States
Cape Cod-area Kiwanis-family clubs
Prepare Camp Na-Ke-Rafe for Dream
Day, which serves families of children
with life-threatening illnesses
Photo by Jo Lynn Garing

Kiwanis
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KIWANIS ONE DAY

LAKE CITY, the Philippines
Lake City-area Kiwanis clubs
Clean the community’s seven lakes
ZOTTEGEM, BELGIUM
Zottegem Kiwanis Club
Collect and sell clothing to benefit The
Eliminate Project
Photo by Hans Scherlippens

NEW YORK, United States
Syracuse Kiwanis-family clubs
Spruce up high school grounds
Photo by Michael Okoniewski

Massachusetts, United States
Cape Cod-area Kiwanis-family clubs
Prepare Camp Na-Ke-Rafe for Dream
Day, which serves families of children
with life-threatening illnesses.
Watch the video at www.KiwanisOne.
org/OneDay

Kiwanis
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HAWAII, United States
Maui Kiwanis-family clubs
Organize and run the Valley Isle Keiki
Fest for more than 7,000 attendees
Photos by Kasey Jackson

OHIO, UNITED STATES
Geauga Kiwanis clubs
Installed a fence at Santa’s Hideaway
Hollow, where seriously ill children can
experience Christmas year-round

Chorrillo, PANAMA
Panama Kiwanis clubs with UNICEF
and area government offices
Help organize a walk to promote peace,
security and development

Kiwanis
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Do after-school
programs work?
A f t e r – s c h o o l i n t e r v e n t i o n p r o g r a m s b e n e f i t t r o u b l e d k i d s, pa r e n t s,
communities and socie t y—don’ t they? The short answer for the kids is “Yes.”
A m o r e t r o u b l i n g a n s w e r f o r s o c i e t y i s “N ot n e a r ly e n o u g h.”

Photo by John Heller • Copyright ©, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 2012.
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission

| Story by Scott Pemberton

Six-year-old Nicholas Foley ran from his
Boston, Massachusetts, classroom one day
nearly 10 years ago and waited outside for
his mother to pick him up. She never came.
As it turned out, chance had freed Foley
from a home where his mother’s boyfriend
beat him. But, for the next two years, he
moved from guardian to guardian.
Fast forward to September 21, 2011. A high
school senior intent on a career in civil engineering, Foley stood at a (U.S.) National
Press Club microphone in Washington, DC,
to explain how he came to be recognized as
a 2011–12 U.S. “youth of the year” in recognition of his accomplishments, his character
and his courage.
What happened? For starters, his aunt
and her partner adopted him and committed themselves to ensuring his well-being. At
least as important was the after-school proAt six years of age, Nick Foley was rescued from a life of physical and
emotional abuse, only to spend the next two years living in seven
different households with six different guardians. Today, he’s a role
model for his generation, thanks to the support of his aunt and the
nurturing environment of a Boys & Girls Club after-school program.

gram to which they introduced him—“my
second family,” Foley says now. “It helped me
develop into the person I am today, the person I will become tomorrow.”
Caring communities have long sponsored
valuable “swim and gym” programs intended at the most basic level to “keep kids off
the streets.” But beginning in the mid-1990s,
after-school programs have proliferated,
most with the expressed goal of improving
academic performance.
Have they succeeded in boosting academic achievement? In general, the reviews are
mixed, though they lean toward a qualified
“yes.” Too many other benefits flow from
well-run programs to measure success by a
single yardstick.
“Programs with a whole-view approach to
engaging young people (so they) get excited
about their future work better,” explains David DuBois, a professor of community health
sciences at the University of Illinois at Chicago. “If you make an after-school program
(simply) extended tutoring, you don’t see a
lot of benefits in non-academic areas, and you
don’t even see them in academics.”

Kiwanis
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Well-run, professionally staffed, structured after-school programs
can have significant impacts on the lives of “at-risk” children and
society at large. The operational words here are “well run.”
In agreement is a 2009 Columbia
University study. Participation in
after-school programs, the study
reports, “may lead to small gains in
academic performance,” especially
in those programs that offer “both
youth-development activities and
an academic component.”
For community leaders, however,
the key to understanding the value
of after-school programs seems to
lie in understanding just why academic achievement might improve,
even if minimally. It’s not necessarily what many of us might think—
more intense study and repetition
with one-on-one adult assistance.
“What really comes out of the research is the relationship between
the staff and the young people,” DuBois says. “The staff members play a
pivotal role by helping kids feel encouraged and by giving them practical skills to cope with life in general.”
When asked about adults in their
lives, DuBois says, the kids rank
program staff above teachers: “In
after-school settings where they can
go every day, sometimes over many
years, there’s really potential for
deep relationships and connection
to the setting itself.”
Foley would no doubt agree. “We
saw kids everywhere, just having
fun,” he says, recalling his first visit
to the program that so influenced
his life. “As we left that night, I
looked up to my newest guardian
and said, ‘I feel brand new.’”
Well-run, professionally staffed,
structured after-school programs

can have significant impacts on the
lives of individual, “at risk” children and society at large. The operational words here are “well run.”
Programs that perform to the gold
standard can produce ripple effects
that benefit society in a big way.
For example, how much do the
rescues of tens of thousands of
kids—like Foley—save society financially? Running the numbers we
find that an “at-risk” youth who …
• Drops out of high school costs
taxpayers between US$268,133
and $428,130.
• Becomes a “career” drug abuser deprives society of between
$408,268 and $1,070,324.
• Makes a career out of crime
instead of, say, civil engineering in effect steals $1,434,455 to
$1,655,140 from other, more beneficial uses (source: The Costs and
Benefits of After School Programs).
This study reported the outcomes
of California’s After School Education and Safety Program Act of
2002, which covered children in the
first through ninth grades.
A key takeaway is that the financial
benefits come overwhelmingly from
preventing just 1 percent of program
participants from turning to crime.
Finally, since parents average eight
days of lost work annually because
they have no one to watch their kids
after school, the estimated, related
loss in business productivity runs
as much as $300 billion per year, according to the Afterschool Alliance.

Low-income parents especially
must choose between working or
staying with their kids. Their concern is justified: “The hours between
3 and 6 p.m. are peak hours for juvenile crime and experimentation with
drugs, alcohol, cigarettes and sex,”
according to a 2002 study reported
on by the Afterschool Alliance.
Consider Kim Brathwaite, a single
mother of a nine-year-old daughter
and a one-year-old son. She was
about to leave for her job as a newly
promoted assistant manager at a
Brooklyn, New York, McDonald’s
when she realized her babysitter
was not going to show up. Urgent
calls to usually available sources
went unanswered.
Feeling she had little choice,
Brathwaite left her kids home alone
and kept in touch by phone. Within
hours, a fire, believed to have been
set by an arsonist, had ravaged her
apartment and killed her children.
Would a convenient, low-cost,
high-quality after-school program
have prevented this tragedy? For
her nine-year-old, no doubt. But not
enough programs meet all of those
standards.
Too many after-school programs
just aren’t as effective as they
could—and should—be. Some provide too little value for the time, energy and money communities invest
in them. In rare instances, they can
even be harmful.
“Poor quality programs can actually have negative effects on participants,” notes a report from the
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p018-021_KIM_0612_jb.indd 20

5/1/12 10:40 AM

COVER STORY | 21

AFTER–SCHOOL INTERVENTION
Institute of Government & Public
Affairs at the University of Illinois.
“For example, children who spend
more unsupervised time with peers
demonstrate more problem behaviors. Simply making facilities available for youth is inadequate. Ignoring other quality factors, especially
staffing, can actually create trouble.”
Organizations, such as Kiwanis,
can perform an important role.
“Strong relationships (of sponsoring organizations) with the schools
improved student attendance and
outcomes,” notes IGPA. “Such linkages are fostered through shared
space, shared staff, shared leadership. Community linkages can also
support community ownership of
after-school programs, supporting
local investments to supplement
state and federal funds.”
The Kiwanis Club of Antioquia,
Medellin, Colombia, is a prime example. The club supports a nonprofit program, The House of Bread,
through a combination of financial
contributions, active participation
on the board and after-school mentoring and tutoring. The enterprise
serves children age five to 11 living
in single-mother households.
“The section of the city has lots
of conflicts, and the kids must live
with the pressures of criminal gangs
that have taken over,” says Dario
Gomez, a past club president. “The
conditions make it very easy for a
child to get involved in the gangs.”
The Kiwanis program purposefully strengthens families by providing parenting classes on Saturdays—and requiring mothers
of kids in the program to attend.
“Some mothers did not worry
about the progress their children
were making,” explains Gomez,
who estimates the club has helped
some 450 children. “The classes
make them better educators when
raising their children.”

And the Kiwanis Club of Albany,
Georgia, has partnered with the
Boys & Girls Club, to implement Kiwanis’ Bring Up Grades program.
“For the kids, having a complete
stranger come in and care about them
and their grades is very special,” says
past Kiwanis club President Dorene
Parker. “We stress setting goals and
how to achieve them. We’ve had a 69
percent success rate in helping kids
to bring up their grades.”
Despite earnest, widespread efforts, however, some 15 million
school-age children in the U.S. (26
percent) remain so-called latchkey
kids who fend for themselves after school. About 8.4 million are
in after-school programs. And an
additional 18.5 million would participate if good quality programs
were available and affordable. But
they’re not.
Experts generally agree three
things are needed to make afterschool programs fulfill their promise. The Harvard report calls them
“critical” factors:
• Access and sustained participa-

tion: “Youth experience greater
gains across a wide variety of
outcomes if they participate …
with greater frequency and in a
more sustained manner.”
• High-quality
programming:
Successful programs share key
features, including “appropriate
supervision and structure, wellprepared staff, intentional programming and opportunities for
autonomy and choice.”
• Strong partnerships: Effective
programs “develop, utilize and leverage partnerships with a variety
of stakeholders, especially families, schools and communities.”
After years of “keeping kids off
the streets” after-school programs
are themselves growing up and attempting to ensure that those kids
become true, contributing members
of society. In fact, they are poised
to enable many, many more at-risk
children to experience that same
“brand new” feeling Nicholas Foley recalls so vividly. The question is
“Will they?” KM
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Power
Players
THOUGH THEY COULDN’ T BE MEMBERS UNTIL 1987,
WOMEN HAVE MADE THEIR MARK ON OUR HISTORY
| Story researched by Eileen Dennie
The face of Kiwanis International changed forever in the summer of
1987 when delegates at the 72nd annual convention voted to allow
women to join the organization. Lagging behind its student programs,
Circle K International and Key Club International—which had female
members since 1973 and 1977, respectively—Kiwanis finally had the
chance to invite wives, mothers, sisters, granddaughters, nieces and
daughters to serve the children of the world as official “members.”
It was a historic vote. And it changed everything.
Now, as we celebrate 25 years of women in Kiwanis, we look
back at how we got where we are, who we met along the way and
how these and countless other women shifted this organization’s
course and left a legacy of giving.
THE EARLY YEARS
While the amendment to allow women into the organization as
official members would come up—and fail—year after year, that
didn’t stop women from taking on numerous roles.
Phyllis Sawyer was a fixture at Kiwanis club meetings in Barstow,
California, for 58 years, starting in 1953 when the 24-year-old was
invited to her first meeting. But she wasn’t a member. She played
piano during meetings. She was the only woman to regularly at-
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We have benefited greatly by
this very significant change internationally,
nationally and locally. Women have added a
welcome point of view to our clubs. They have become
leaders and very willing workers in our many public
service activities and programs.
Olympia, Washington, Kiwanis Club member
Don Ernst, May 2006
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Club made its charter night event
in 1922 a ladies night, and the Mobile, Alabama, club included ladies
at its 50th anniversary celebration.
And it was at a Kiwanis ladies
night event in Buffalo, New York,
in 1918, when five women were
inspired to form their own service
club. Similar to Kiwanis, Quota International focuses its service efforts
and funds on children’s needs and
community-enriching projects. Today, Quota operates nearly 300 clubs
in 12 countries with a membership
of more than 6,000. It was proof that
women had a desire to serve—just
as their male counterparts.
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TIMELINE

tend the club’s meetings for the
first 34 years. She retired from her
role as club musician in 2011 having never been a member.
Women not only helped at meetings as musicians but were the center of many Kiwanis social events
as well. Ladies nights became very
popular in the early years of Kiwanis, and many clubs continue the
tradition today. These social events
allowed members to invite their
wives and significant others to experience Kiwanis fellowship while
sometimes incorporating women
into momentous events. The Morgantown, West Virginia, Kiwanis

FACING CHALLENGES
It was May 1921. Leah Slaughter had
just been given honorary membership by the Kiwanis Club of Goldsboro, North Carolina, because she
had “so successfully assisted with
its musical and social programs.”
According to the Goldsboro NewsArtist, Slaughter was “the only lady
Kiwanian in Goldsboro.”
There was only one small problem. Slaughter was a woman.
Clearly, Slaughter and the Goldsboro Kiwanis members were ahead
of the times. But membership was
open only to males, so Slaughter
technically was not a Kiwanian—no
matter what the newspapers wrote.
Members of the Las Vegas Strip
Kiwanis Club say that in 1976, club
President Neil Slocum, who was
known for championing women’s
rights, submitted an application
for a member named “Shelly,” who
supposedly was a friend of Slocum’s. Nobody ever met her, but
club members to this day like the
idea that they had a female member
before the historic vote.
And they weren’t alone. Many
clubs were bending the rules or
finding ways around disclosing
the new members’ gender. Frank
Persinger, the club secretary for
the Kiwanis Club of Clinton Forge,
Virginia, used such a tactic sometime prior to 1987 when club pia-
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nist Millie Hardy asked if she
could join. For years afterwards,
she received mail from Kiwanis
International addressed to Mr. M.
Hardy, but Frank never disclosed
to her exactly why. Hardy served
as a Kiwanian for more than 22
years—becoming a life member—
before her death in 2009.
Before women were full-fledged
members, many wives took active roles supporting their fathers,
grandfathers and husbands in a variety of ways, many serving sideby-side with the men.
Kiwanis International saw and
heard of the interest women had in
joining. As a compromise to allowing women to join Kiwanis clubs, a
separate club option was created in
the mid-1980s: Kiwanianne clubs.
Any Kiwanis club could sponsor
and charter a Kiwanianne club, inviting community businesswomen
and especially wives and widows
of Kiwanians to join. Within the

LEAH SLAUGHTER
On May 6, 1921, Leah Slaughter was
given honorary membership by the Kiwanis Club of Goldsboro, North Carolina, prompting Kiwanis magazine to
suggest that it is “inadvisable” to give
honorary membership to women “for
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THE 1987 KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION VOTE
ing of the amendment to include all

sion, Amendment 2 was introduced

countries, not just the United States,

by Kiwanis International Trustee Wil

in offering membership to women.

Blechman: “Gentlemen, the purpose

The amendment to Amendment 2

of Amendment Number 2 is to permit

passed: 2,855 for and 2,406 against,

women to become members of Ki-

making the women’s amendment

wanis.” With 14 clubs sponsoring this

uniform throughout Kiwanis coun-

amendment, including his own Ki-

tries, and debate on the issue re-

wanis Club of Olympia, Washington,

sumed. After more points of order

Rex Derr moved for its adoption. An

and debate, Amendemnt 2 passed by

amendment to that amendment was

a 2/3 majority taken by standing vote.
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On Tuesday morning, July 7, 1987,

first year, 50 clubs were chartered
and more than 1,500 women became members.
For many, the Kiwanianne clubs
were a good compromise: Women
served their communities and their
projects were supported by Kiwanis resources, including insurance.
And men “got to keep their sanctuary,” according to Susan Williams,
a Kiwanianne member in Molalla,
Oregon. “Women did their thing,
while men did theirs.” Susan’s husband, Charlie, was an active member of the Kiwanis Club of Molalla,
Oregon, and Susan served right
alongside him for years.
Kiwanianne clubs popped up all
over, and soon women were getting their hands dirty with service
on a larger scale. On April 18, 1984,
66 women from Glendora, California, became charter members of the
Glendora Kiwanianne Club. Sponsored by the local Kiwanis club,
both groups served the community
of 50,000 people for more than a
decade, with Kiwaniannes remaining as a women-only group even
beyond the 1987 vote. With the
elimination of Kiwanianne charters
in September 1996, this Kiwanianne
club became a full-fledged Kiwanis
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club known as Glendora Kiwaniannes Kiwanis Club.
But joining Kiwanianne clubs
wasn’t an option for everyone. With
membership in Circle K and Key
Club already open, Kiwanis was
behind its student groups. And that
was about to take a turn.

es women could bring.
“I am distressed to know that
our spouses, which support us in
so many ways, must remain second-class persons, doing much of
the work while not being able to
have the opportunity of the distinguishment of being a full-time
Kiwanis member.”
In the 1980s, amidst all the debate, many clubs began to defy
Kiwanis International Bylaws by
bringing women into their membership. By 1986, an estimated 40
clubs had asked women to join.
Some clubs’ charter were revoked
because of this decision.
Stephanie Pearlman Pangaro

We have wisely changed Kiwanis to meet
the demands of an international organization in
the closing decades of the 20th century.”
— Then-president-designate Anton J. “Tony” Kaiser,
in his closing address of the 1987 convention.
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CHANGING HISTORY
The subject of opening Kiwanis membership to women was
brought up in spirited debates in
front of the House of Delegates at
each international convention for
over a decade, starting in 1973.
Each year the amendment gathered
more momentum, but the board of
trustees was not supportive of this
effort until 1986 when the writing
was on the wall—or at least in the
court documents.
In the years leading up to the
vote to allow women to join,
four state courts and four federal courts ruled against Kiwanis,
Rotary and Lions. Court costs
were adding up. After carefully
considering the unfavorable judicial record in similar cases, the
Kiwanis board decided to take a
stance and issued its own amendment. There was a lot of debate.

Many men felt women shouldn’t
join because they could have their
own separate organization. Some
felt that having women would
bring too much change.
One member said: “My primary
reason for opposing this amendment is that its passage will change
the character of our organization.
The atmosphere of our club meetings
will change. Some of our traditions
and ceremonies will change. We can
argue whether or not these changes
will be good or bad, but there can be
no argument that the admission of
women will change Kiwanis.”
Others had more positive
thoughts about the possible chang-

Kiwanis

p022-029_KIM_0612_jb.indd 27

5/1/12 10:47 AM

28 | WOMEN IN KIWANIS

BY THE NUMBERS:
More than 8,500 women joined Kiwanis clubs in
that first administrative year, 1987–88.
By 1994, 40,000 women were serving as Kiwanians.
By 1997, 49,000 women were Kiwanians—nearly 15
percent of the organization’s total membership.
By the end of their first decade as members, women
filled 17 percent of the lieutenant governor positions and 16.5 percent of club president roles.

of their meetings would change,
while others were disheartened
that their club couldn’t invite the
local university president or bank
managers—women—to join. The
amendment failed: 1,145 to 3,164.
At the 1986 Kiwanis International convention, debate continued
with many speakers citing the expense other service organizations
had incurred fighting legal battles
about this issue, others imploring
delegates to vote down the amendment and uphold the club’s freedom to choose its own members. In
the end, 62.3 percent voted for the
amendment, just short of the 66 2/3
percent needed for it to pass. (Watch

a related video at www.KiwanisOne.
org/women.)
Then, at the 1987 convention in
Washington, D.C., 14 clubs sponsored Amendement 2 to allow
women into membership. The
amendment was amended, debated
and faced several points of order. It
then passed by a 2/3 majority taken
by standing vote.
Women were in.
The impact of the decision was
felt immediately with a membership increase of more than 3,000
women in Kiwanis clubs in the first
six months. The trend was obvious:
More than twice that number were
members by the 1988 convention
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was acknowledged as an “associate” active member by her club,
the Passaic, New Jersey, Kiwanis
Club, in October 1984, and when
the vote passed in 1987, Pangaro
was already serving as the club’s
vice president. She remains an
active member of the Randolph
Kiwanis Club in New Jersey.
The Iowa City, Iowa, Kiwanis
Club added newspaper editor Marlene Perrin and librarian Lollie Eggers to its roster. “At first we got
congratulation letters from Kiwanis
International, welcoming us to Kiwanis,” recalls Perrin, “but then two
or three weeks later, we received a letter saying they don’t take women.”
Despite the organization’s stance,
the club felt a pretty strong commitment to keep Perrin and Eggers
on board. By the time the 1987 decision was made, the women already
were involved with several club
projects and fundraisers.
By the 1985 Kiwanis International convention, things were really
heating up. The Mankato, Minnesota, club proposed an amendment
that would allow clubs the option
of receiving women into full Kiwanis membership. Men spoke
about concerns that the atmosphere
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JULIE FLETCHER

and thousands more joined during
the 1988–89 administrative year.
“We have benefited greatly by this
very significant change internationally, nationally and locally,” Olympia Club member Don Ernst said in
May 2006. “We have added a welcome point of view to our clubs.”
LEADING THE WAY
So many women joined right
away, each with her own story.
Among the women who joined
that first week, for example, was
Cindy Champer, who was inducted into the Ashland, Kentucky,
Breakfast Kiwanis Club on July
14, 1987, and became the club’s
first female president and the division’s first female lieutenant
governor. Barbara Saalfeld joined
the Granada Hills, California, Kiwanis Club on July 7, 1987. She
has been a member of several Kiwanis clubs in Washington state,
serving as secretary, president and
the division’s first female lieutenant governor. KM

Julie Fletcher joined the Ridgewood,

ruary 1986, calling the prohibition

New Jersey, Kiwanis Club in June

of women members “harmful” and

1984. Her dues and fees were re-

basically illegal, at least in the state

turned, but Fletcher and the Ridge-

of New Jersey. Fletcher (below) was

wood Kiwanians did not relent, fil-

in attendance in Washington, DC,

ing a discrimination suit against

when the historic vote was taken

Kiwanis in August. Within a month,

to accept women into Kiwanis. The

Kiwanis filed a trademark infringe-

organization will celebrate the 25th

ment suit to prevent the club from

anniversary of that decision when

using the Kiwanis name. U.S. District

members from around the world

Judge H. Lee Sarokin supported the

gather in New Orleans for the 97th

Ridgewood club’s position in Feb-

annual convention, June 28–July 1.

Read more about this important time in
Kiwanis history at www.KiwanisOne.org/
women, where you’ll also meet some of the
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first “women of Kiwanis.”
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St. Ignace Kiwanis Club
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Island run

The St. Ignace Kiwanis Club’s largest fundraiser is a pic ture
perfec t event.

| Story and photos by Jo Lynn Garing

Dawn breaks across the water of the eastern horizon early on a Saturday morning.
George Yshinski, veteran race organizer for
the St. Ignace Kiwanis Club, waits patiently
on the dock for the arrival of his teams: two
drivers, four horses and two drays.
On Mackinac Island, Michigan, the horse
and dray is the only option for transporting
heavy loads. In 1898, Mackinac Island banned

the automobile, and it’s never looked back.
Most island visitors get around by walking
or biking, islanders by horse and carriage and
everything else by horse and dray.
But today’s more than 2,000 island visitors will literally get around the island by
running in the 41st Annual Mackinac Island
Eight Mile Run and Walk.
“I love organizing this race,” Yshinski says.
“It’s been a great race every year. It’s not that
complicated to do, and it’s rewarding for me.”
After many years of race organizing, Yshinski says he has learned a few things that make
it less complicated: Station the Porta Potties
the day before, and use a team of fast horses
to deliver water to the water stations.
The fast horse team, first to depart, delivers 16 barrels of water, cups, folding tables
and trash bags to two water stations on the
island’s course. Yshinski says the horse,
dray and driver will take at least 1½ hours to
make the eight-mile trip.
The second team delivers 15 cases each of
apples, oranges and bananas to Mission Point
Resort, the start and finish line for the race.
The team makes its way through the streets
of Mackinac, already bustling with morning activity. Many horse and dray teams are
making their daily deliveries to restaurants
St. Ignace Kiwanis Club member Dave Schmidt
distributes water to thirsty runners at the
race’s finish.
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and stores on Main Street. Drays are
loaded with fresh produce, grocery
items and other goods.
But before heading to Mission
Point, this team has another delivery
to make: the U.S. mail. Pulling up to
the Mackinac Island Post Office, the
driver unloads a few bags of mail,
which will be picked up by local residents at the Post Office, because it’s
not delivered door-to-door.
Back on Main Street, the team
passes by Fort Mackinac, resting
solidly 150 feet above, and picturesque 19th century buildings,
like the Island House, Mackinac’s
oldest operating hotel, and Saint
Anne’s Catholic Church.
Once arriving at Mission Point,
members of the St. Ignace Kiwanis
Club unload the cases of fruit, set
up the tables and fill up the water
barrels. They also slice the apples,
oranges and bananas to feed the

participants once the race is over.
“Over the years, the race has blossomed from a few runners to more
than 2,000,” says Mark Mercer,
president of the St. Ignace Kiwanis
Club. “It’s picturesque and people
like to run around the island.”
Back at the start line, those 2,000
participants line up ready to begin
the eight-mile race. Soon the runners and walkers are off, and they
make their way down Main Street,
passing hotels, restaurants, souvenir stores and fudge shops.
Main Street turns into Lake Shore
Boulevard, and the participants
pass by beautiful summer homes
and the island’s only school, also
the first water stop for the race
where Kiwanians busily fill paper
cups with water.
After a drink, racers are treated to
extraordinary views of the Straits
of Mackinac and the five-mile

Below: Kiwanis members and volunteers Mark Mercer, Fred Lewis, Lori Burbine
and Kathy McLeod keep the cups full at the first water stop. Right: A volunteer
fills up barrels of drinking water before driving the fast horse team to two water
stops on the island’s course.
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Mackinac Island, MI
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St. Ignace Kiwanis Club

“It’s been a lucrative fundraiser and not a lot of work. It’s a
lot of fun for all the Kiwanians, and it’s a really nice day.”
Mackinac Bridge, which connects
Michigan’s two peninsulas.
Runners continue along the west
shore to British Landing, where in
1812 British soldiers landed during
their successful attack and capture
of Fort Mackinac. Across the water
is St. Ignace, the closest point on the
mainland. In the winter, the water
freezes over and residents can make
their way over the ice to the mainland by snowmobile.
Just past British Landing, racers round the island and head
southeast along the shore of Lake
Huron’s crystal-clear waters. The
shoreline is quiet and peaceful, as
80 percent of the island is preserved
as state parkland. Further along
the shore, racers can view the Arch
Rock formation, towering 146 feet
above the water.
After Arch Rock, it’s less than a
mile to the finish line, where Kiwanians happily pass out water
and fruit.
“It’s a really cool, laid back race
and it’s beautiful,” says Kristian
Zuiderveen, a racer from Grand
Rapids, Michigan. “It’s also a great
family trip.”
More than 200 kids participate in
the much shorter Great Kids Race
on the expansive lawn of Mission
Point Resort.
“Our kids look forward to it,”
Zuiderveen says. “They get a medal, T-shirts and it teaches the kids to
be healthy and happy.”
The St. Ignace Kiwanis Club works
with Gault Race Management and

the Riverbend Striders to organize
the yearly event. The club gets about
60 percent of the race proceeds. In
2011, that equaled US$10,500.
“It’s been a lucrative fundraiser
and not a lot of work,” Mercer says.
“It’s a lot of fun for all the Kiwanians, and it’s a really nice day.”
Mercer says race proceeds support the Kiwanis Field at LaSalle
High School.
In the 1980s, the high school did
not have a track. Students ran on the
street, and all meets were away. Don
Gustafson, superintendent of St. Ignace Area Schools, says the St. Ignace
Kiwanis Club helped to build the
track and now supports its upkeep.

“Tracks in Northern Michigan deteriorate in the winter time,” Gustafson says. “Every few years the
track needs to be resurfaced. The
only way we could possibly do that
in this economic climate is through
this type of partnership with the Kiwanis club.”
Each year the club also hosts
an invitational track meet where
schools from all over Northern
Michigan come to compete. The
club runs the track meet and purchases medals for the event.
“They’ve been a real partner,”
Gustafson said. “It hasn’t been just
a one-time partnership, but a sustained partnership.” KM

Left: Although much shorter than the adult race, the kids’ course covers the last
leg of the adult course and even crosses the official finish line. Below: Proceeds
from the race support the Kiwanis Field at LaSalle High School.
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DISTRIBUTING THE VACCINE

A global
solution
With the discovery of a tetanus vaccine, it didn’t take long for
many nations to begin immunizing populations, but the rest of
the world has been waiting for nearly 100 years to put an end
to maternal and neonatal te tanus.

| Story by Julie Saetre | Photos by Caroline Thomas and Jo Lynn Garing

After the discovery of an effective
tetanus vaccine in the 1920s, doctors in developed countries soon
embraced vaccination programs,
with impressive results.
But in less-developed nations, the
story has been drastically different—maternal and neonatal tetanus, also known as MNT, is a con-

dition that has persisted into the
21st century. In an era when many
women in developed countries associate pregnancy with prenatal vitamins, multiple obstetrician visits
and births in posh delivery suites,
nearly 60,000 babies—and a significant number of women—are still
dying every year from tetanus in 35
countries around the globe.
It is a grim situation, and it compelled Kiwanis International to establish The Eliminate Project, part
of a global effort to protect more
than 100 million women and their
future newborns from maternal and
neonatal tetanus. It also drives the
hard work of the doctors, scientists,
health workers and others dedicated to eliminating the disease.
At the end of the cold chain, a health worker removes the vile
from cold storage and fills a syringe with the tetanus toxoid vaccine during an immunization campaign in Sierra Leone in November 2011. A health worker (at right) goes door-to-door in a
remote village in Sierra Leone’s Kenema District. She not only
ensures that women of childbearing age receive tetanus vaccinations, but also provides other health services, such as Vitamin
A supplements and malnutrition screenings, to children.
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Dr. Rownak Khan, a senior health
specialist at UNICEF’s Program Division in New York, has traveled extensively for her work on maternal
and neonatal tetanus.
“MNT is a condition that can be
avoided,” Khan says. “We have
the tools. We have the strategy. We
know that it works. This is something that can be reversed very, very
easily. And it’s unnecessary, honestly speaking. Neonatal and maternal
tetanus should not happen.”
So why, then, does the crisis continue in developing nations? A perfect storm of complications, say the
experts. Funding for vaccines is
hard to find. Women also lack access
to safe, reliable health care. Many
deliver at home in unhygienic conditions, which put themselves and
their newborns at risk. Often, caregivers assisting with births are not
educated about, or trained in, sanitary birthing practices.
“It’s very abstract for many of us
who live in privileged places,” Khan
says. “Because there is a lack of
awareness, birth attendants may not
know basic things like the fact that
they should wash their hands before delivering a child or put a clean
sheet out for delivery. It’s a story of
two different worlds, actually.”
And while vaccines can mean the
difference between life and death,
reaching the women who need
them to protect themselves and their
newborns is no easy feat. First, governments of countries where MNT
remains a public health threat must
often be convinced a problem exists.
Many leaders are faced with more
visible concerns, such as food crises,
lack of clean water or inadequate
shelter. As a result, immunization

programs—especially for a non-communicable disease that most officials
will never witness firsthand—are often put on a back burner.
Even if a government can be persuaded to begin a maternal and neonatal immunization program, reaching isolated villages is another major
hurdle. First, health workers must
be trained—no easy task in itself,
considering the conditions some
workers face.
Dr. Nuhu Maksha, a UNICEF immunization specialist in Sierra Leone, has dealt with such situations
firsthand.
“Where there has been a humanitarian emergency or civil strife—like
in Sierra Leone, Liberia and recently
the Ivory Coast—with a breakdown
of service delivery structures and
systems, getting skilled staff and the
logistics to deliver vaccination has
been a great challenge.”
Once workers are recruited, they
must be trained on how to administer the vaccine safely, monitor
vaccination coverage and properly
record the efforts. And knowledge
about how to store and transport the
vaccines is vital. Vaccines must stay
within a consistent cold temperature
range during all stages of transportation and storage—a supply system known as a cold chain—in order to remain safe and effective. In
countries lacking few, if any, reliable
sources of electricity, health workers
must be creative in their approach.
“This was a big issue in Sierra Leone,” says Maksha. “We had to resort
to using kerosene, liquefied natural
gas and eventually solar-powered
refrigerators to meet this need. Even
now, it remains a challenge to ensure
regular maintenance of the vaccine

After waiting outside in a courtyard, a young woman receives a tetanus vaccination
at a health center in Sierra Leone’s Kenema District. The small wooden desk serves
as a place for the health worker to fill out health cards and write down the services
each woman receives.
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In Sierra Leone, other health services
are often provided during immunization campaigns. This woman (left) not
only received her tetanus vaccination,
but other maternal health services too.
She sits alongside her husband discussing health issues with a health worker
during Maternal and Child Health Week,
or “Mami en Pikin Welbodi Week,” as it’s
known in Krio, the country’s local language. Two health workers (right) check
in students during a tetanus immunization campaign at a local school in Bo.
The UNICEF-supported pilot program,
immunizes adolescent girls to ensure
that they are protected from tetanus
during their childbearing years.

cold chain and expand it to accommodate new vaccines.”
Then there’s the mode of transportation itself in areas where basic infrastructure is lacking and
the terrain is anything but friendly.
Workers find themselves traveling
by boat on rivers, by motorcycle or
bicycle on land or walking by foot
for two or three days to reach a targeted community.
“You can’t imagine the different
types of transportation that have
been used so far to get those vaccines
to those hard-to-reach areas,” says
Khan. “I have seen donkeys used to
send vaccine into remote areas in Afghanistan. I’ve seen elephants used
in Myanmar, camels in some areas.”
And once the workers and vaccines arrive safely, there is the

DISTRIBUTING THE VACCINE

chance that the women scheduled
to be immunized will be hesitant
to participate.
“Literacy in the population is very
low, and even lower in the female
population,” Maksha explains. “And
immunization is not a treatment for
a disease. It takes some additional
effort to convince healthy women
to accept vaccinations to prevent a
disease that, culturally, they may not
associate with the tetanus bacteria,
but rather with witchcraft or certain
practices according to their traditional beliefs. This situation is further
compounded by false rumors about
the vaccine, such as it being associated with birth control and infertility.”
Despite the many roadblocks, however, persistent and dedicated healthcare experts and workers have been

Kiwanis

p036-041_KIM_0612_jb.indd 40

5/1/12 11:11 AM

THE ELIMINATE PROJECT | 41
enormously successful in carrying
out immunization programs.
Dr. Ataur Rahman, officer-incharge of UNICEF’s Health and
Nutrition Section in Vientiane, Lao
People’s Democratic Republic (PDR),
ticks off an exhaustive list of approaches to meeting the challenges
of eliminating MNT: arranging advocacy meetings with policymakers to
leverage resources; developing partnerships with an array of agencies to
strengthen the delivery of vaccine services and disseminate information;
organizing new and refresher training services on all aspects of the vaccine program, from planning to delivery; and developing communication
and social mobilization strategies
(from jingles and posters to meetings
with religious and political leaders)
for reaching women in remote areas
and specific ethnic groups.
The complex work and coordination among so many entities has
paid off, Rahman says. Since 1988,
global MNT deaths have declined
by 90 percent, dropping from approximately 800,000 per year to an
estimated 59,000 today. Between
2000 and 2011, 23 countries eliminated MNT with the support of
UNICEF and its partners.
The opportunity to continue such
achievements is why The Eliminate
Project has been, and continues to
be, so valuable, he adds.
“This partnership with Kiwanis,
the U.S. Fund for UNICEF and UNICEF has tremendous potential to
finally eliminate MNT,” Khan says.
Khan remembers health workers
in Tanzania telling her about tetanus
wards full of patients. But on a recent visit, the outlook had changed.
“When we were reviewing the
register, we saw hardly any tetanus cases,” she says. “The ward in
charge said, ‘Oh, we don’t see the
cases any more, and we had to close
the wards.’ That’s really a very tan-

gible outcome of our efforts.”
Success has reached even the most
remote areas, she adds. While visiting an isolated village in Tanzania,
she was pleased to discover that the
women were well-educated on the
need for the tetanus vaccine.
“Their knowledge of the vaccine
was amazing to me,” Khan reports.
“Women actually told us that they
needed to take at least three doses
of tetanus vaccine so that their babies are protected. ... This work has
now been going on for more than 20
years, and it’s intensified in the last
10 years. The attitude in communities in many countries has drastically changed, and there is a lot of
positive work going on.”
Maksha notes that certain communities in Sierra Leone have taken
concrete steps to prevent MNT by
developing bylaws and building delivery structures to minimize risky
birthing practices.
Sierra Leone isn’t alone. Says Rahman: “Even in low-capacity, lowcoverage immunization settings, (a
tetanus immunization) campaign
can reach more than 90 percent of
the targeted women.”
Still, any deaths from maternal

and neonatal tetanus are simply
unacceptable for a disease that is so
easily avoided. And most experts,
while realistic about the challenges—including an ever-present need
for funds—are optimistic that MNT
can be eliminated by 2015.
“From the Sierra Leone perspective, there is tremendous progress
toward eliminating MNT, and most
likely before the target year,” says
Maksha. “What will be needed is
the strengthening of the routine and
school immunization for adolescents, clean delivery methods and
enhanced social mobilization to ensure sustained elimination.”
Rahman adds that “strong and
sustained partner commitment will
be crucial in ensuring we complete
the unfinished work.”
“I’m very, very optimistic,” Khan
says. “Even in a grim situation,
things can happen in a different
way, like in the 23 countries that
have already validated elimination. Most of those countries have
similar situations, but despite all
those obstacles, with good political will and support from the partners and the donors, they actually
made it possible.” KM
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Fort Frances, Ontario
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Doubled up
A personal touch, coupled with a compelling
message, multiplies a n Ontario club’s membership.
| Story by Amy Wiser

Grim. Grey. Gloomy. That’s what
the future looked like for the Kiwanis Club of Fort Frances, Ontario,
according to President Shanda DeGagne-Begin. The club was down
to 18 members—18 members who
were growing tired from shouldering years of fundraisers and service
projects. It looked
like Fort Frances
was going to lose
yet another service
club. Rotary and the
Kinsman club had
already shut their
doors, and now, perhaps Kiwanis too.
“We knew we had
gotten to the point
that if we didn’t reinvigorate the
club, we would need to fold,”
says DeGagne-Begin. “Our club
was deteriorating.”
“It was grow—or die,” echoes
member Irene Laing.

The club chose to reinvigorate
and grow, fueling their fight for
survival with determination, conviction that they could succeed
and a sound plan.
“We had a solid goal of getting five new members through
the campaign,” DeGagne-Begin says.
They ended up
more than doubling
their membership.
First, the club
formed a membership committee to
focus on the issue
and set the strategy.
With a CAD$1,000
budget, the club
would host a wine
and cheese social event for prospective members. To get the
word out about the event—and
Kiwanis—they would build a
comprehensive prospect list,
write and deliver personal intro-
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Fort Frances, Ontario

“There was an urgency to our message. We weren’t
casually approaching people (about Kiwanis).
We let them know there was a need for their
participation. We focused on what would be lost
in the community if Kiwanis no longer existed.”
duction membership letters and
personal follow-up notes, advertise and grab news media attention. Through all their tactics, the
club wanted to be sure the message was loud and clear about
what Kiwanis had already contributed to the Fort Frances community—and what would happen
if the club folded.
“There was an urgency to our
message,” says DeGagne-Begin.
“We weren’t casually approaching people (about Kiwanis). We
let them know there was a need for
their participation. We focused on
what would be lost in the community if Kiwanis no longer existed.”
They began by spelling it all
out in a letter to the editor published in a newspaper, educating
the community about what Kiwanis is and does, their plans to
grow membership, their upcoming membership event, the club’s
impact in their area and what,
exactly, was at stake: No Kiwanis:
No Meals On Wheels, music festival or support for kids at camp,
among other club investments.
Then it was time to get personal.
The club drafted a letter introducing Kiwanis and urging recipients to join. The letter was modeled

after a successful letter created by
another club in the district. As an
added touch to this proven letter,
they stuck a Post-it note to each letter, inviting the bearer to the wine
and cheese event.
To build a strong prospect list
for the letters, the club examined
its partnerships, targeting agencies it had supported via donations or other support. The committee also tapped area businesses
for corporate memberships.
Members hand-delivered the letters whenever possible, allowing
the opportunity to appeal faceto-face, answer questions, talk in
depth about the benefits of membership and make it that much
harder for a prospect to say “no.”
“Personal contact was our most
successful strategy,” DeGagneBegin says.
“You have to make it personal,”
adds Laing, who is a membership
committee member. “And you
have to mean it and be sincere.”
The club also reached prospects
by buying advertising space with
area media and securing a spot as
a guest on a radio show.
Their efforts paid off with more
than 25 guests attending the wine
and cheese event.

“That took us all by surprise!”
Laing says.
She describes the evening as a
casual event designed so guests
would be comfortable meeting
club members while enjoying a
glass of wine and nibbling cheese.
Nothing stuffy, formal or overly
produced.
“If we had done, for example,
a dinner, it would have been too
formal, and it would have cost
more,” she notes.
Each guest was personally greeted at the door. Though members
mingled and talked one-on-one
with guests about their club, they
also emphasized the message by
giving a brief presentation about
the organization (using Kiwanis
International’s “Welcome to Kiwanis” presentation) and, again,
about what the club does for the
Fort Frances community and why
it needed their assistance to grow
and continue serving.
Of course not everyone who came
to the event joined Kiwanis. But
also, not everyone who joined the
club attended the event, proving
further the importance of the club’s
compelling message, carefully written letters, personal touch and extra
layers of communication.
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“And they’re still coming in,”
says Laing. “Some expressed interest, and I know of at least two
more who will be joining.”
While the club is planning more
proactive growth initiatives, they
also are working hard to ensure
new—and old—members remain
interested and active.
“Retention is a key concern
for the membership committee,”
says DeGagne-Begin. “The club
is working hard to establish new
service and fundraising events
and taking the ideas of the new
members into account so they feel
valued and part of the club. We
are also mentoring new members
and trying to keep up personal
contact if we notice a member is
missing for a few meetings.”
In addition, the club used its reenergizing and growth initiative
as a chance to reevaluate rules
and habits. As a result, some
requirements were changed to
make the club more accommodating and enticing.
“We knew we had to address
people’s busy schedules and
working hours,” DeGagne-Begin
says. “We reduced our weekly
meetings to two meetings per
month, and we offer two meeting
times—one lunch and one dinner.
We wanted to get rid of the excuse
made by many that they were too
busy. We made sure people knew
we’re flexible and that attendance
is not mandatory. We use social
media and our club website to
keep members informed.”
And what does the future look
like for the Fort Frances club?
“Reenergized,
reinvigorated
and ready to help the children in
our community,” DeGagne-Begin
says. KM
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“Our
international
foundation has a
level of outreach
you can trust.
That’s meaningful
to us.”
Kiwanis International Foundation

—Mark Ott

The Otts
reach out
Support the Kiwanis International Foundation
DONOR PROFILE

Making gifts meaningful
The Kiwanis Club of Canton,
Michigan, isn’t big—but it’s big on
service. For nearly 15 years, that
connection between personal dedication and positive impact has kept
Mark and Janet Ott involved in the
club and the larger Kiwanis family.
The chance to make a difference
both locally and globally was apparent to the Otts soon after joining
in 1997. In fact, information about
the initiative to virtually eliminate
iodine deficiency disorders quickly
demonstrated the reach of the Kiwanis International Foundation.
“We became attuned to the international foundation through district communications,” Mark says.
“We came in near the end of the
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IDD initiative, and what we knew
about it felt significant.”
Through both Kiwanis club service and gifts to other organizations,
the Otts’ personal impact is often focused on local needs. Gifts to the Kiwanis International Foundation help
them extend that impact—in a way
that stays true to their inspiration.
“It’s a logical extension of what
we do as Kiwanians,” Mark says.
“Our international foundation has
a level of outreach you can trust.
That’s meaningful to us.”
“The Eliminate Project is a perfect example,” Janet adds. “We’ve
been to the conventions, seen the
videos—tetanus is a devastating
disease. I’m also a mother, so on a

personal level too, it’s important.”
The Otts are Charter Zeller Fellows,
in addition to their annual gifts to the
Kiwanis International Foundation.
That’s just one part of their Kiwanis
commitment. For example, both have
served in multiple club leadership
roles—with stints as president and
vice president for each.
“Our club really is service-driven,” Mark says. “That’s what has
kept us involved—the impact you
can have, the looks on kids’ faces.
You can’t get a paycheck like that in
too many places.”

give
Read more about Janet and Mark Ott
and how you can make a difference at
www.kiwanis.org/foundation.
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All over the world, Kiwanis clubs find opportunities for service. But sometimes the
need extends beyond the club’s resources. Gifts to the Kiwanis International Foundation help supply financial grants to clubs that identify a chance to make a difference.
Consider the Kiwanis Club of Los Robles in San Salvador, El Salvador. Last October, torrential rains flooded several communities in El Salvador.
“Usually, October is not part of the rainy season,” says Ramon Rivera, club administrator. “But it started raining on a weekend and didn’t stop. On Monday, we
had a river flooding. We started looking at the news on TV, seeing the damage in the
farmlands and valleys close to the river.”
The club’s relief efforts began among its members, who raised money and helped
take drinking water, medicine and food to flood-stricken communities. The club
also applied for a grant from the Kiwanis International Foundation. When the grant
was awarded, the club purchased corrugated metal for people to replace roofing
and help rebuild homes. It also conducted two medical campaigns, thanks in part
to club members who are medical professionals—including a critical-medicine specialist, a biological-medicine specialist, two
dentists and an ophthalmologist.
In all, they treated about 500 children and
adults in a coastal town and about 300 people
on a flooded island. “People were very grateful,” Rivera says. “They are in communities
that are often forgotten, not near the main cities. The island takes two hours to sail to on a
barge—not many people will do that.”
Kiwanians will. But sometimes even Kiwanis clubs need help. As the Los Robles Kiwanis Club can attest, your gift to the Kiwanis International Foundation makes a positive
impact on the lives of children and families.

serve
“People were very grateful,” says Ramon Rivera. Last fall, he and other Kiwanians in San
Salvador saw the impact of club grants.

Honor generosity with generosity

A gift to the Kiwanis International Foundation
can express what’s important to you. It can also
help recognize who’s important to you.
For instance, the Tablet of Honor allows
you or your club to pay tribute with a gift of
US$2,000 or more in someone’s name. The honoree or family members receive a plaque, along
with a tie tack or lapel pin.
The Kiwanis Leadership Society is comprised
of donors who give US$250. Your club can
make someone a member with a gift, presenting
him or her with a custom-engraved rosewood
plaque. It’s perfect for outgoing club officers,
charter club members, community supporters
and others. For more information, go to www.kiwanis.org/foundation.
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Key Leader

Give to inspire
A gift to the Kiwanis International Foundation doesn’t just
make a difference in children’s
lives. It helps extend your Kiwanis impact into the future.
For younger members of the
Kiwanis family, gifts fund Service Leadership Programs such
as Key Leader. Participants are
teens looking to explore leadership in new ways. They begin
by attending a Key Leader
conference—a weekend retreat
that includes workshops,
discussions and team-building
activities. Attendees learn skills
that help them lead the way for
change in schools, communities and beyond.
For many participants, it’s a
life-changing event.
Brian Turindwamukama attended his first Key Leader weekend
a few months after moving
to the U.S. from Uganda. He
gained new friends, knowledge
and confidence—and returned
as a student facilitator.
“It changed me in several
ways—the way I help people,
even the views I had about
wanting to go to college,” he
says.“I know I have to make
my career in something where
I can help other individuals.”

www.kiwanis.org/foundation

e

Gifts that grant hope to others

Your gift makes stories like
this possible. Since April 2005,
Key Leader has served more
than 16,000 students—thanks
to funding from the Kiwanis
International Foundation.
You can learn more about the
program—including Brian’s
and others’ success stories—at
www.key-leader.org.
To give quickly and securely
online, go to www.kiwanis.org/
foundation/giveonline.
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Strawberries forever

Every June, Newark Kiwanians and their volunteers paint the town red with a festival that
features crafts, music, rides and strawberries.

For three days in June, Newark, Ohio, goes nuts for a sweet
little red fruit | Story by Michael Jackson
What began nearly 30 years ago as an annual fundraiser selling strawberry shortcakes
at a city festival has turned into something
much bigger for one Ohio Kiwanis club.
For the past decade, the 70-member Kiwanis Club of Newark has served up its
yearly Strawberries on the Square Festival,
a sweet venture that nets the club about
US$30,000 to support various projects, including a camp for low-income families and
at-risk youth.
It takes a lot of organization and dedication to run Licking County’s largest annual
event. The club organizes itself into 10 strawberry committees, with each committee in

charge of a different aspect of the festival.
The Kiwanians will use about 1,200
quarts of strawberries and 180 gallons of ice
cream to make its “world famous” strawberry shortcake. But you’ll find more than
just shortcake at this festival, with vendors
selling everything from strawberry crepes
and deep-fried strawberries, to strawberry
shakes, sundaes and cotton candy.
“We’ve worked really hard to create more
of a strawberry atmosphere for the festival,”
says club President Bill Rauch.
That hard work has paid off, as attendance
at the three-day festival has doubled in the
past four years to about 25,000 visitors.

Kiwanis
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High-flying fun
Take one blue-sky day. Add some
bamboo, string and plastic bags,
and you have the recipe for one
very fun Kiwanis service project.
Every year, the Kiwanis Club of
North Las Vegas, Nevada, invites
children to decorate and fly kites
on a sunny day in May.
Key Club members offer helping
hands to assemble the kites.
“The kites are bamboo and plastic bags, and the kids can color
on them and take them home,”
says kite project Coordinator Matt
Satenstein, who adds that a special
invitation is sent to the neighboring
Boys & Girls Clubs.
Raul Gomez, Kiwanis club mem-

ber and director of the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Las Vegas, says the children have had a great time with the
kite project.
Satenstein agrees and sees the impact his club has on the community
through the eyes of the children.
“The true spirit of Kiwanis is to
help our community, however we
can,” he says. “Just because your
club has small numbers doesn’t
mean you cannot accomplish great
things with the help of other Kiwanis clubs, your sponsored (youth
programs) and community leaders.
Put your name out there. Get involved, and watch amazing things
happen.”—Kasey Jackson

Celebrating
brotherhood
Every year for the past 10 years,
the Kiwanis Club of Soleil, Fort-deFrance celebrates the multi-cultural
brotherhood of their island, Martinique. After devoting previous
years to honoring India, China, Brazil, Cuba, Morocco and Africa, the
Kiwanians this year saluted the local Guyanan community.
“We begin at 11 in the morning by
welcoming guests,” says club President Jean-Pierre Rosemond. “Then
we taste some local products, see an
exhibition and listen to a conference
about the country: the inhabitants,
climate, economy and customs. Finally, we can see a dance or music
show during our lunch. At the end
of the afternoon, we share a pastry
and say goodbye.”
The goal? To raise awareness
about the many different people
who make up Martinique’s population and to find new members for
the Kiwanis club. —Delphine Barrais
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Safe spot for the crew
For more than 20 years, the Kiwanis Club of Crescent City,
Eye-Openers, New Orleans has erected a viewing stand,
where underprivileged children could safely watch the
colorful parades during 10 days of Mardi Gras.
Then, Hurricane Katrina chased the club’s scaffolding
company out of town. But with the Kiwanians’ construction skills and the Metairie Elk’s material-hauling
trailer, a new partnership formed.
“Here again, we had a safe place for children to watch
the parades,” says Kiwanis Eye-Openers President Neil
Simmons. “The smiles on the children as the parade approaches, the glee when the beads are tossed to them,
and the happiness when they put the throw in their
bags is indescribable.” —Kasey Jackson

Fundraising for a song
When Courtenay, British Columbia, Kiwanian Louise
DeArmond realized her “Sound of Music” DVD included an option for sing-along subtitles, the wheels in
her head started turning like Maria on a mountaintop.
Just a few months later, DeArmond’s club was welcoming costumed guests to a sing-along showing of the
popular musical.
“There were a lot of nuns, an entire Von Trapp family, several baronesses, people with warm woolen mittens all over them or dressed up in brown paper bags,”
DeArmond remembers. “It was fantastic!”
The event was such a success that the club decided to
repeat it. “Mama Mia” sold out weeks before the show
and netted more than CAD$6,500. —Kimiko Martinez

The best in the biz
There’s a lot of brain power in the room: film producers, cabinet-makers. ... Competition is fierce. Who will
win the Entrepreneur of the Year?
The Kiwanis Club of Peel en Maas, the Netherlands,
created the award gala as a platform for area businesses
to present themselves and for the club to raise money.
A panel of business leaders judges the presentations
based on good entrepreneurship and craftsmanship.
And the 2011 Entrepreneur of the Year is … bakery
equipment manufacturer, WP Haton! The company
proudly displays the Kiwanis award seal on its website
at www.wphaton.com, and the Kiwanis club proudly
celebrates another successful community pride-raising
and fundraising event. —Amy Wiser
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Where in the
world is …
Students huddle at tables, staring at
the TV in front of them. There’s chatter. Discussions. Grumblings. And
then, the answer: South China Sea.
There’s excitement, tension and relief in the air at the annual Geography
Quiz Bowl, sponsored by the Kiwanis
Club of Terre Haute, Indiana. A dozen
or so teams of middle school students
answer geography questions that
span the globe. Several Kiwanis, CKI
and Key Club members volunteer.
“It’s not a small event,” says Kiwanian Gerald Cockrell. “And the
questions are not easy. A lot of adults
are shaking their heads when the students come up with the answers.”
As a team coordinator, teacher and
parent, Andrea Lau sees the educational benefit the competition offers.
“My son says he wants to be a
meteorologist and that a good meteorologist should know his countries, states and counties,” she says.
But it’s not only kids who are
touched by this event. Cameron
Craig, professor laureate at Eastern
Illinois University’s department of
geology/geography at Eastern Illinois University, points out:
“Everyone—from the master of
ceremonies to the audience—learns
so much about the world we live
in every year of the competition.
... With the help of Kiwanis and its
attitude toward education, we become a world without borders.”
—Kasey Jackson

No Money Needed
Up Front!*

* with approved credit

Nutritious & Delicious
Quality & Freshness
Guaranteed!

Free Shipping!
* To approved business addresses

CALL TOLL FREE

(800) 841-3403

Shipping!
Other Proven Free
Products..
Call Today!

WWW. PECANTREATS.COM

Schermer Pecans, P.O. Box 399
Glennville, GA 30427

The Pipe Creek Volunteer Fire Department
receives the Stat-X® First Responder Kit
from the South Miami County Kiwanis Club.

Visit us at:
Kiwanis Booth #207

This could be YOUR CLUB
presenting the
Stat-X® First Responder Kit!

For every Stat-X® First Responder Kit donated,
contributions will be made to the following
organizations in your Club’s Name:
- $100 to The Eliminate Project
- $50 to the Fallen Firefighters Foundation
- $50 to your Kiwanis District

For more information, go to:

www.HelpingHeroesProgramKiwanis.com
or call 309.807.1555
Kiwanis
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WOMEN IN KIWANIS

Busier than ever

On this 25th anniversary of women in Kiwanis,
Kiwanis magazine recognizes four true Kiwanians, including Michigan’s Christine Butterfield.

Kiwanis lets Christine Butterfield follow her passion for
volunteerism | Story by Kimiko Martinez | Photo by Mark Bialek
Canton, Michigan, Kiwanian Christine
Butterfield is no stranger to service. She
was accustomed to 12-hour days as an
insurance litigation specialist and was
the caregiver for her husband before he
passed away five years ago. She wanted to
volunteer, but simply didn’t have the time.
Since retiring two years ago, all that
has changed.
“This isn’t the generation that’s going
to sit on our rocking chairs,” the secondyear Kiwanian says. “Because families are
more spread out, we’re not just centered
on our own family and our own lives.
Your community becomes your family.”

Aside from her service at the local theater and fundraising for a 14-month-old
grandson who’s spent half of his life in
the hospital, Butterfield fills her days
with Kiwanis projects that range from
reading with at-risk elementary school
children to bingo and yard work for local
seniors, holiday bell-ringing for the Salvation Army, organizing Easter egg hunts
and supporting the University of Michigan C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital.
“I have a calendar that’s busier now than
when I was working full time,” Butterfield
jokes. “I’m finally giving back to the community in ways I couldn’t do before.”

Kiwanis

p048-IBC_KIM_0612_jb.indd 52

5/2/12 7:32 AM

CAMPAIGN
CONNECTION
Success in Cincinnati

Leadership spotlight

The Kiwanis Club of Cincinnati, Ohio, is really looking forward to 2016. It’s the club’s
100th birthday, and to ring in the occasion, members have set some big goals. They
aim to increase membership from the current 40 to 100 members. They plan to serve
100,000 children by 2016. And they’ve pledged to become a 100K Club for The Eliminate Project. That means they’ll raise US$100,000 over five years—and save or protect more than 55,000 women and their future babies. To reach their 100K Club goal,
members plan to solicit individual gifts through Zeller Fellowships, a Major Gift from
a committed donor and a donation from the club foundation.

Name:
Paul Lürzer

The club is also planning plenty of fundraising events, such as volunteering at an
amusement park and donating their “wages” to The Eliminate Project. The infusion
of energy from enthusiastic young members has inspired the club to look for new
approaches. Club members include former Circle K International members who are
now leaders at the club, division and district levels—as well as with The Eliminate
Project—and are excited to contribute to this global campaign.

Kiwanis leadership:
Multiple terms as club president,
five years leading education
initiative in Austria, lieutenant
governor for division Salzburg

The project’s global platform gives the club more reach and more impact, says club
President Maureen Bickley. “It’s about saving lives. What’s more important than that?”
Cincinnati Kiwanians
show that clubs of any
size can attain 100K
Club status. (Left to
right) Ohio District Governor Bill Snellgrove
presents the 100K Club
certificate to Cincinnati
club members Barbara
Torlone, Bill Swanson,
Alyson Gerwe, Jim
Gerwe, Maureen Bickley, Amy Zimmerman,
JJ McHenry and Brian
Yacucci.

Rise to the Model Club challenge
The gauntlet has been thrown! The Eliminate Project
team is working to secure more than 300 Model Clubs
by July 2 through the Model Club challenge. Model
Clubs have an extraordinary impact on our effort to
eliminate maternal and neonatal tetanus. Each club
pledges to raise a per-member average of US$750
for The Eliminate Project. This way, every club
member plays a part in saving or protecting more
than 416 lives. That means the average Kiwanis club
(32 members) will save or protect more than 13,000
lives! Learn more about Model Clubs and the Model Club
challenge at www.TheEliminateProject.org/modelclub.
www.TheEliminateProject.org
Campaign@TheEliminateProject.org
+1-317-217-6213
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Club:
Kiwanis Club of NeumarktWallersee, Austria
Kiwanian for:
12 years (founding club member)

Campaign position:
Division coordinator, Salzburg;
district coordinator, Austria
Why is The Eliminate Project
important to you?
It’s a matter of the heart to
eliminate this painful disease
for mothers and babies in 35
countries around the world, who
suffer for no reason. We can do
something about it. We have to.
Why’s this campaign so important to Kiwanis?
On one hand, Kiwanis’ mission
is the support of children in our
local communities. On the other
hand, we support global projects and ease the pain in millions of lives. Both are important. We did great things with
IDD. Now we have the chance
to do it again—even better.
What’s happening in your district
that makes you proud?
We just secured the first Model
Club in Austria and have many
campaign
leadership
positions in
my own club.
Everyone was
fascinated
right away!

www.Kiwanis.org/foundation
Foundation@kiwanis.org
+1-317-217-6254 | Fax: +1-317-217-6254
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WOMEN IN KIWANIS

Kiwanis builder
Cheng Lian Teh isn’t one to give up. Teh dreamed of having a Kiwanis club in “every” Malaysian town to serve
the children of its community. And she’s well on her way.
Though her first club in 2005 failed, Teh went on to
form five more clubs. Because of her club-building ways,
students have backpacks filled with school supplies,
children with epilepsy have been helped, youth are recovering after China’s Szechuan earthquake. And more.
“Building new clubs keeps me active—always thinking of the different towns where I get to meet new friends
to share my Kiwanis dream,” says Teh, who is a member
of the Teluk Intan Kiwanis Club and governor-elect of
the Malaysia District. “Kiwanis is not my whole life, but
it has made my life whole.” —Kimiko Martinez

Rain-Ma
In Kenya, the people call Margarete Mainka-Ruprecht
“Mama Mvua”—mother of rain. Twice a year, during the
fertile rainy season, the Minerva-Markgräflerland, Germany, Kiwanian treks to Africa to work with Kenyamed,
a charity she founded a decade ago to fight malaria.
As a pharmacist, Mainka-Ruprecht teaches nutrition
and hygiene, as well as how to fight malaria naturally
with the help of Artemisia Annua. This medicinal plant
is being used successfully in other African countries
where malaria threatens. Her foundation aims to arm
people with the know-how about the cultivation and
application of the plant so the country’s most poor—
and most affected—can have access to this effective
natural medicine. —Kimiko Martinez

A student of Kiwanis
Kiwanis wasn’t even part of Kathy Jo Schweitzer’s vocabulary when she agreed to help a fellow teacher with
the Key Club at Port Clinton, Ohio, High School.
“At the first meeting, we had six students, no agenda
and no one knew what Kiwanis even meant,” she says.
Under her guidance as faculty adviser, the Key Club won
the school’s “Club of the Year” award. At an inter-club to
learn more about the Port Clinton Kiwanis Club, she was
invited to join the Kiwanis family as a member. Later, she
became the Kiwanis club’s first female president.
“We learned about our community,” Schweitzer
says of the Key Club. “And we became better people,
because we met community members of all ages and
worked with all of them.” —Kimiko Martinez

Kiwanis
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Quick and easy
club websites

Fast and affordable
Simple setup
No technical skills
needed
Interchangeable
designs
Automatic (no-cost)
upgrades

A public website is part of the full version Club Management System.

See how Club Management
System can boost your club
efforts and save time.
Details at www.KiwanisOne.org/manageyourclub.
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The world is flat
ONCE UPON A TIME, A BOY NAMED STANLEY REMINDED PENNSYLVANIA
KIWANIANS ABOUT THE JOY OF SERVICE. | Story by Adrienne Murrill
Flat Stanley is an elementary school program that teaches reading, writing and geography skills. Children mail the cut-out
figure to family and friends, who show
him their world before returning him with
photos and stories (much like the Kiwanis
bears you’ve been reading about in this
year’s Kiwanis magazine; see Page 58).
When Charlotte, North Carolina,
second-grader Brandon Whitfield was
seeking Stanley’s hosts, he turned to
his mother, Debbie, president-elect of
This thin man shows up everywhere—even the halls of government—with the help of Pennsylvania Kiwanians.

the Sheraden, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Club, which had just accepted a challenge to add one more no-cost service
project. Stanley was flat-out perfect.
The paper-man accompanied members
to Mount Washington and a children’s
museum, area shops and restaurants
and to U.S. Midwest cities on business
trips. Whitfield says fellow members got
as much out of the program as the kids,
sharing their city through the eyes of a
child. And it’s likely to become an ongoing project for the Sheraden club, which
is always on the lookout for another opportunity to enrich children’s lives.

Kiwanis
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Is your
Kiwanis wardrobe
a little lacking?
The new Kiwanis Store
g
o
catalog is coming!
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Ask your club secretary about it.
Look it over. Find new Kiwanis gear.
Discover new ways to show your
Kiwanis pride!

See what’s new at
www.kiwanis.org/store.

5/1/12 11:19 AM

58 | ETC

Fish tales
The proverb about teaching a man
to fish and feeding him for a lifetime
is sage advice, but there may be a
catch: Feeding hundreds of people
in immediate need can leave even
the best intentions floundering.
Not so for the Kiwanis clubs
of Port Angeles-Olympic, Washington, and East Orange, Florida.
They’re both well-schooled in collecting food. Their angle? Collecting tuna—tons of tuna.
“In 1995, the Port Angeles Food
Bank was going broke,” notes Tim
Crowley, Kiwanian and longtime
member of the food bank’s board of
directors. “We decided that the one
item we used the most and never
received enough in food drives and
donations was tuna.”
Crowley’s Kiwanis club challenged other service groups to a
tuna war. About 8,000 cans of tuna
were collected the first year, with
the club averaging about 20,000
cans per year since.

“The Port Angeles Food Bank is
not only still in business,” Crowley
says, “but solid financially and able
to meet the increased demands put
on it by our sagging economy and
high unemployment.”
Some 2,500 miles away, the East
Orange club also is hooked on collecting pouches and cans of tuna.
With help from others, including
other Kiwanis and Service Leadership clubs in its district, the club
has collected more than 10,000
pounds of tuna in the three years
it has staged its Ton o’ Tuna drives.
The tuna is earmarked for the Second Harvest Food Bank, which provides food to low-income families
in six counties.
“Tuna’s high protein, very nutritious and can be fixed in hundreds
of way,” Kiwanian Jim Wright says.
“(This campaign) is a marvelous
exercise in building a group identity around a worthwhile public
service.” —Dick Isenhour

Volunteers at the Second Harvest Food Bank prepare some of the tuna collected
by the East Orange, Florida, Kiwanis Club for distribution to those in need.

Local Kiwanians know Chippewa Falls has
many dedicated volunteers, so each year,
they honor a service-minded citizen,
whether current, past or non-member.

Pick your
charity
Within and outside his Chippewa
Falls, Wisconsin, Kiwanis Club,
Bert Swanson was a tireless volunteer for his community.
Knowing their city has many
such service-minded residents, his
Kiwanis club honored his memory
by establishing the Bert Swanson
Golden Service award. But there’s a
twist: Each year’s recipient gets to
select a charity to receive a US$500
Kiwanis grant.
“They don’t have to be Kiwanians,” says club President Jennifer
Sherbinow. “We (club board members) pick them on the basis of
what they’ve done in the community. This year, we selected a former
member, Cal Kramer, because of his
support for local military veterans,
and he picked the St. Joseph’s Hospital hospice program as his charity
of choice.” —Jack Brockley

Kiwanis
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Club leadership is an awfully big role.
CLE will help you fill it.

You’ve taken a leadership role in your Kiwanis club. Now take a little time to
ensure your success—with Club Leadership Education. Sessions are available
online or in classroom settings. And remember: Every incoming club president
and secretary is expected to complete CLE. We encourage completion by
September 1.
Make your experience enjoyable. Make your leadership effective.
Sign up and find more details at www.KiwanisOne.org/CLE.
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What’s in a name?
by Matt Gaffney
Across
1 “Goodbye,” humorously
5 Indian bread that’s the same
forward and backward
9 Crime that consists of intentionally starting a fire
14 Lots and lots
15 “I’m ___ you!” (“You don’t
fool me!”)
16 Trifling
17 Relatives who live in
Wichita?
19 “___ a mistake” (“My fault”)
20 Animal with antlers
21 “The ___ Falcon” (classic
detective movie)
23 Barrier in tennis or badminton
24 City that’s home to baseball’s Mariners
26 From square one
28 Paintings, sculptures, etc.
29 Good name for a cook?
31 Voice feature
34 African country whose
capital is Accra

37 Potato, in slang
38 Having as a hobby
39 ___ Vegas (Nevada’s biggest city)
40 Organization whose letters
are the only ones used in this
puzzle’s four longest entries
43 Penn of “House”
44 Big boats, like Noah’s
46 ___ Lee (baked goods
brand)
47 It makes waste, in a saying
49 Lucille Ball’s guy
50 King Kong, e.g.
51 Prefix meaning “three”
52 Largest continent
54 Person in the pool
58 Laughter sound
60 Cute little dog, casually
63 “___ you serious?!”
64 Not amount to ___ of beans
(be worthless)
66 Headline after Hilary won
an Oscar?
68 Mandel of “Deal or No Deal”
69 Low in calories, in product
names
70 “What’s ___ for me?”

71 Boats
72 Dollar bills
73 Pegs used in golf
Down
1 Brings (along)
2 “___ of Two Cities” (Dickens
book)
3 Toy truck company
4 Question’s opposite: abbr.
5 Common dietary restriction
6 Joint that holds the foot
7 “Keep ___!” (“Work hard!”)
8 Zero
9 Creature from outer space
10 CD-___
11 Flirtatious actions between
beautiful birds?
12 Ancient, in cutesy shop
names
13 No, to Russians
18 Train name
22 ___ Arabia (oil-rich nation)
25 Light brown shade
27 Super Bowl-winning quarterback Manning
29 Extra tire
30 Fish that comes in cans

32 Figure, like RBI or ERA
33 Totem ___
34 Happy
35 Tortoise’s speedy opponent,
in one of Aesop’s fables
36 Poses a question to a New
Zealander?
37 Trade
41 Newton who discovered
gravity
42 Yell
45 Bro’s sibling
48 Toothpaste brand
51 Strong strings
53 Parts of an archipelago
54 55-down is one
55 Where Portland and Bangor
are
56 Bert’s pal, on “Sesame
Street”
57 Takes it easy
58 Casual yeses
59 “Whoops!”
61 Norway’s capital
62 It may be identical or
Siamese
65 One of a pair on the face
67 Ability to be funny

Kiwanis
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Two in a row
A father-daughter night turned into
something quite special for Leland
Haberling and Lucinda HaberlingWelch.
Lee had asked his daughter to
accompany him to his Kennewick,
Washington, Kiwanis Club’s annual banquet, where new officers
would be installed, awards given
and another successful year of service celebrated.
The Haberlings were taken by
surprise, however, when Lucinda
was asked to escort her father to
the head table so he could be honored as the club’s “Kiwanian of the
Year.” Lee and Lucinda couldn’t
help but laugh. Just a month earlier,
Lucinda had been honored by her
Columbia Center Rotary Club as
“Rotarian of the Year.”
—Jack Brockley

Where’s the bear?
Kiwanis bears are turning up all
over. Can you name the cities—or
at least the nations—where these
world travelers have been seen?
1. Kiwanian Marcela López Mejía and her bear are stuck in the
middle … of Earth, that is.
2. With a balcony view of mountains,
this Kiwanis bear relaxes in the
capital city of a nation settled by
freed American slaves in 1792.
3. Kiwanis International President

1

Alan Penn’s bear was abducted
at a midyear conference in a district famous for horse racing and
country music. Attendees collected
more than US$500 for the district’s
foundation in order to free the bear.
Where’s your Kiwanis bear? Post
your Kiwanis bear photos on Facebook and tag it “Kiwanis International.” Before you tag the image,
make sure you’ve clicked “Like” to
become a fan of the Kiwanis page at

www.facebook.com/kiwanis. You
can also email your bear’s photo to
magazine@kiwanis.org.
For answers and more photos
of traveling Kiwanis bears, visit
http://kwn.is/kbears.

3

2

Kiwanis
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PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE

Birthdays
These clubs are celebrating anniversaries in July and August. For a more
complete list, visit www.kiwanis.
org/birthdays.
75TH—1937
Council Grove, Kansas, July 7
Cheviot-Westwood, Ohio, July 20
Gravois, Saint Louis County, Missouri, July 22
Luling, Texas, August 9
North Topeka, Kansas, August 12
50TH—1962
Fort Myers-Edison, Florida, July 14
Fairview Park, Ohio, July 23
Carmichael, California, August 15
Grandview, Washington, August 23

25TH—1987
Randolph Golden K, Asheboro,
North Carolina, July 21
Fontana, California, July 28
Brighton, Victoria, Australia, July 28
Villers-La-Ville, Belgium, July 21
Shepparton Sunrisers, Australia,
August 6
Eau Claire-Clear Water, Wisconsin,
August 11
Oxford Golden K, Alabama,
August 18
Waynesboro, Mississippi, August 20
Neuenburg/Markgraeflerland, Germany, August 20
Maharlika, Cagayan de Oro City,
Philippines, August 28

Kiwanis
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KIBkgrn

With optional
background
checks, it’s
easier than ever.

For Kiwanis clubs, trust and integrity
are a must. Thanks to criminal-history
background checks, club leaders have an
option for making sure members meet
those standards. Kiwanis International’s
relationship with Safe Hiring Solutions
gives you access to a secure electronic
process. There’s no paperwork for you
or your club. So it’s easier than ever to
protect the children you serve—along
with members’ confidence and your
club’s reputation.
Learn more and get started at

www.KiwanisOne.org/
backgroundchecks.

KIBkgrndCheckAd0412.indd 163
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A LOOK BACK AT KIWANIS HISTORY

Hollywood connection
It took a fictitious, troubled youth to
bring together Kiwanis and Hollywood.
And Kiwanis didn’t go to Hollywood.
Hollywood came to Kiwanis.
“Johnny Holiday,” a film about a bad
boy’s struggle to be good, drew the likes
of Bob Hope and Jane Russell to its Kiwanis-sponsored premiere in Indianapolis on November 18, 1949. The show’s
release helped kicked off the first National Kids’ Day, which was scheduled
the following day to celebrate the youth
of Canada and the United States.
Self-made millionaire and the movie’s
writer, Ronald W. Alcorn borrowed much
Comedian Bob Hope (dark hat) arrives in Indianapolis for
the 1949 premiere of “Johnny Holiday.” With him is Jane
Russell (behind the gentleman in the white hat). Central Indiana Kiwanis clubs sponsored the event and shared a portion of the evening’s profits.

of the movie’s story from his experience at
an Indiana reform school, where “Johnny
Holiday” was filmed. In the movie, Johnny
must choose between loyalties to his juvenile delinquent pals and a kindly school
employee, portrayed by William Bendix.
After the Indianapolis opening, the
film debuted in 325 other Kiwanis communities, where tickets sold from US$3
to $10 and raised money for the Kiwanis
clubs’ work with underprivileged children. Eight central Indiana-area clubs,
for example, shared more than $10,000
from the premiere’s ticket sales.
The movie is a rare find in 2012. This
past March, an Amazon.com seller was
asking nearly $40 for the movie on VHS
tape—a used VHS tape. Despite its obscurity, the film fares well with critics.
Leonard Maltin gave “Johnny Holiday”
three out of four stars.

Kiwanis
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KI App A

The new
Kiwanis app
A choice as smart
as your phone.
It’s easier than ever to connect
with the global Kiwanis family. Just
download the new Kiwanis app. You
might be amazed how smart your
phone will make you feel:
• Invite people to club meetings.
• Give to The Eliminate Project.
• Find a Kiwanis club.
• Read Kiwanis news.
• Track service projects.
With the Kiwanis app, you keep up
with Kiwanis. Download it today.

KI App Ad.indd 1
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what’s your story
If your club has a success story, simply
email a summary and a few photos
to shareyourstory@kiwanis.org to be
considered for possible future use in
Kiwanis International publications.

Kiwanis Intl. 3636 Woodview Tr. Indianapolis, IN 46268-3196 USA
Change Service Requested
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Kiwanis Peanut Day will fill your every need, from helping
you plan your fund-raiser to helping you incorporate our
products into your existing primary or secondary fundraisers. To help make your fund-raiser hassle free,
payment for our products is due after your fund-raiser
1-888-PNUT-FUN (1-888-768-8386)
to help maximize your cash-flow.
Be sure to visit our web site at

Call For Your FREE Fund-raising Kit

Kiwanis Peanut Day has helped Kiwanis Clubs raise
over $73 million for their community projects.

Try us this year and we will show you why Kiwanis
Peanut Day is the number one fund-raiser in Kiwanis!

www.kiwanispeanutday.com

®

Kiwanis Peanut Day, Inc.*
900 Jorie Blvd.
Oak Brook, IL 60523
630/990-0400• fx: 630/990-7401

*A non-profit, Kiwanis sponsored fund-raising program exclusively for Kiwanis Clubs.
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