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KIWANIS 
IN ACTION 

Th~ Kiwanis story is a list of the unselfish deeds of thou
sands of men from throughout the free world who, daily, 
contribute their time, talent, and resources for the benefit 
of others. 

A Kiwanis Club provides the opportunity for free men 
from all walks of life to join together and effectively serve 
the community. A Kiwanis Club is a fellowship of those 
who recognize their obligation to involve themselves in 
the environment and create a better life for all. A Kiwanis 
Club is concrete evidence that the voluntary segment of 
our society has the courage and the will to solve com
munity and national problems. 

Kiwanis Jn Action is an attempt to summarize the coop
erative efforts of those who believe in service. Kiwanis 
takes pride in its accomplishments, but seeks to stimu
late greater interest and enthusiasm for new projects of 
service under our banner - "We Build." 



OPERATION DRUG ALERT 
The Major Emphasis Program of Kiwanis International 

In February, 1969, the Kiwanis International Board of 
Trustees designated Operation Drug Al ert as the 1969-70 
Major Emphasis Program for all clubs. This meant that 
the Operation Drug Alert program would be the only 
service program continuously and intensively promoted 
by Kiwanis Internat iona l during the 1969-70 administra
tive year. 

The program was offic ia lly announced at the Miami
Miami Beach Kiwanis International Convention , and in 
September, 1969, all Kiwanis Club presidents received 
the Operation Drug Alert program planning kit. 

The program plann ing kit contained the Operation Drug 
Alert Manual, th e first general guide for a community 
approach to drug abuse education developed and used 
by an organization of either national or international 
scope. The kit also contained the Deciding About Drugs 
booklet, a 16-page publication designed for primary dis
tribution by Kiwanis Clubs to teenagers. 

The Operation Drug Alert program was essential ly an 
educationa l program with three objectives : 

• Educate as many people as poss ible in the nature 
and consP.quences of the use, abuse, and misuse of 
drugs, especially concentrating upon the pre-r isk 
group of youth of elementary and junior high school 
age. 

• Inhibit, reduce, or el iminate drug abuse and misuse 
in the community. 

• Safeguard the community against further incidence. 

Realizing that there could be no assumption of the quali
fications of Kiwanians in a particular community to carry 
out a program of drug education, the Operation Drug 
Alert program stressed the necessity of se lf-education 
as a prerequisite to participation. The leadership of 
Kiwanis Clubs was charged with the responsibil ity of 
educating the club membership under the direction of 
professionally qualified leaders. 

In brief, the following recommendations were offered to 
each Kiwanis Club: 
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• Acquaint the entire club membership w ith the nature 
of the concern and the Kiwanis response to it. 

• Distribute literature to youth or make it available to 
other organizations and institutions. 



o Arrange forums for youth and adults under the direc
tion of professionally qualified persons. 

• Encourage the participation of the news media in 
producing educational articles and programs. 

• Offer cooperation with school officials to whatever 
extent the Kiwanis Club could support an in-school 
program. 

• Ultimately, work toward the establishment of a 
community drug education council as a means 5of 
coordinating all community resources and appl ying 
them to all facets of the program , including edu
cation , law enforcement , treatment, and rehabil 
itation in response to the needs as determined by 
community analysis. 

In October, 1970, all Kiwanis Clubs were asked to com
plete a summary of their participat ion in the Operation 
Drug Alert program. 

• Overall , about 4,200 Kiwanis Clubs have been in
volved in the Operation Drug Alert program. These 
clubs serve most of the cities and towns of the 
United States and Canada. 

• 2,185 clubs reported playing a "substantial cooper
ative or leadership role in a coordinated community
wide program. " 

• 860 clubs " carried out one or more Operation Drug 
Alert programs independently." 

• 1,011 clubs " had one or more club meeting pro
grams related to drug abuse." 

• Kiwanis Clubs spent well over $775 ,000 on Oper
ation Drug Alert activities. 

• 3,300,000 copies of the Deciding About Drugs 
booklet were purchased and distributed by Kiwanis 
Clubs. 

• Over 1,500 drug ed ucation visual aids were pur
chased by clubs for club and community education 
programs. 

• Kiwanis Clubs sponsored over 12,200 public meet
ings and forums. 

• And, they reported that about 60,000 Kiwanians gave 
at least one hour to the Operation Drug Alert 
program. 

The statistics do not measure the total support given to 
the program. They do not include the non-Kiwanis 
materials which clubs purchased and distributed in their 
communities, nor do they reflect the quantities of various 
educational and promotional materials distributed, radio 
and television programs, newspaper articles and adver
tisements, and speaking engagements. The stat ist ics are 
incomplete in another sense in that they do not ref lect 
the participation of member clubs of both Circle K 
and Key Club International , the two young men 's service 
organizations sponsored by Kiwanis Clubs. 

No service organization can sc ientifically measure the 
results of community service efforts in changing atti
tudes. Despite our intens ive efforts , the incidence of 
drug abuse and misuse in 1969-70 continued to be 
extremely high and undoubted ly remains so today. While 
we often failed to communicate with the young people 
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we were addressing, the thousands of letters Kiwanis 
International has received from school children asking 
for additional information and materials attest to the 
fact that many were listening. To the extent we provided 
th ese youth with a basis for making an intel l igent de
c ision, we carried out the primary objective of our 
Operation Drug Alert program . 

In any event, Kiwanis International , an organization of 
5,700 clubs in 36 countries , with a membership of 
270,000, is proud of its efforts and its participation 
in the Operation Drug Alert program in 1969-70. Oper
ation Drug Alert is practical evidence of the capacity 
of the volunteer segment of our society to respond to 
community and national needs. 

OPERATION DRUG ALERT PROGRAMS 
CONDUCTED BY KIWANIS CLUBS 
IN 1969-70 

Following are brief summaries of successful Operation 
Drug Alert programs which were conducted by Kiwanis 
Clubs during the 1969-70 administrative year. Not only 
are these examples of some of the outstanding projects 
which were undertaken, but they are also success stories 
which illustrate the many ways in which Kiwanians 
pooled their manpower and resources to combat the 
drug abuse problem - a problem which exists to some 
degree in every community. 

Of vital significance - the pages which follow will pro
vide any Kiwanis Club with a wide variety of suggestions 
and new ideas which can be incorporated into its own 
Operation Drug Alert program planning for the months 
ahead. 

CHURCH RELATED PROGRAMS 

Three rooms in the lower floor of the First Christian 
Church were converted into an Operation Drug Alert 
Referral Center by the Kiwanis Club of Sunnyside, 
Washington. The center provided drug abuse counseling 
service to both young people and parents , in addition 
to operating a "Hot Line " telephone service for those 
needing a place to contact for help and information. An 
advisory council of local physicians, attorneys, church 
leaders, and school officials was formed by the club 
to assist i'n running the center and in providing public 
information programs. 

The Kiwanis Club of Marianna, Florida joined with the 



Marianna Ministerial Association to organize and plan 
" April - Jackson Coun ty Drug A lert Month." Using 
revenue from the sale of Ameri can flags, the club pro
vided 3,000 copies of Deciding About Drugs for distri
bution to all ch ildren in the 5th through 8th grades in 
the county. A Speakers Bureau was established, and, in 
cooperation with the County Health Department, a 
free-loan film library was setup. Three local radio sta
tions and the newspapers provided extensive publicity, 
and local churches were provided with materials for 
Su nday School classes and to include in their regular 
bulletins. 

In cooperation with local churches , the Kiwanis Club of 
Danbury, Connecticut instituted " All Faiths Drug Alert 
Week." The Kiwanians decided that the churches pro
vided the best regu lar meeting places for over 10,000 
families and that the speaking ability of local clergy 
could be effectively util ized in discussing the commu
nity's drug abuse problem. The club purchased 11,000 
copies of the Deciding About Drugs booklet for distri
but ion by local churches and synagogues during " All 
Faiths Drug Alert Week. " 

JOINT KIWANIS CLUB PROJECTS 
Sobriety House, a temporary home for rehabilitating 
alcoholics , became a major Operation Drug Alert pro
gram for the Kiwanis Clubs of Denver, South Denver, and 
Mile High, Denver, Colorado. Kiwanians provided the 
manpower to clean up the grounds of the home, make 
needed repairs , and restore the kitchen and din ing area 
after a fire. Sponsored Key Clubs also participated with 
Kiwanians in providing necessary services to the home. 
A new wing is under construction with the financial 
ass istance of all three Kiwanis Clubs. 

The Kiwanis Clubs of Titusville and Greater Titusville, 
Florida joined together in a common effort to combat 
the area's drug abuse problem. Using speakers repre
senting a cross section of the community , bi-monthly 
public adult education conferences were held. The clubs 
reviewed existing laws and bills before the State Legis
lature relating to drug abuse and recommended 
changes, while encouraging the public to write their 
elected officials and express their suggestions and 
opinions . The public was encouraged to visit the courts 
to gain a better understanding of the difficulty in pros
ecuting drug abusers. A unique " Citizens Reward Pro
gram " was estab lished in cooperation with the local 
police department and the County Sheriff. 

The Kiwanis Clubs of Division 10, Pacific-Northwest 
District joined together and produced and distributed 
100,000 drug abuse information brochures. 

The Kiwanis Clubs of Hub City, Nanaimo, and Nanaimo, 
British Columbia worked together to form an Operation 
Drug Alert Committee with representatives from Kiwanis 
and 15 other local civic organizations. This Committee 
was successful in sponsoring drug educat ion programs 
for adult groups and in organizing coordinated drug edu
cation programs in all the schools in the district. 4,500 
copies of Deciding About Drugs were distributed, and 
a " Crisis Center" was established, which was visited 
by well over 2,500 peop le who had personal drug abuse 
problems or wanted information on drugs. 
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The Kiwanis Clubs of Blenheim, Chatham, and Ridge
town, Ontario pooled their resources to provide a "Drug 
Drop-in Trailer" in Rondeau Park, a summer gathering 
place for 500,000 vacationers every year. The purpose 
of the trailer was three-fold: to provide drug abuse 
information to adults and youth; to provide counsel ing 
services to those using drugs; and to establish a trusting 
relationship with the teenagers in th e park area so 
that they would seek the help of trailer personnel if 
they or any of their fr iends were in trouble because of 
drugs. Over 250 young people made use of the "Drug 
Drop-in Tra iler" during the summer months. 

The Operation Drug Alert Committees of 7 Pennsylvania 
District Kiwanis Clubs-Allentown, Allentown-Whitehall , 
Allentown-Northeast, Allentown-Salisbury, Emmaus, 
Easton, and Easton-Suburban - joined forces and pro
vided a drug information booth at an area fair. 15,000 
residents received drug abuse information from this 
Kiwanis booth , and teachers received special kits of 
materials to help them prepare in-school programs. 

The Kiwanis Clubs of Kalamazoo, Westside Kalamazoo, 
Suburban Kalamazoo, and Portage, Michigan joined 
together and formed KODAC - Kiwanis Operation Drug 
Committee. 200 attended a day-long drug abuse seminar 
sponsored by KODAC, which featured a panel of experts 
and the testimonies of former drug addicts. 5,000 copies 
of a Drug Identification Chart were printed and distrib
uted throughout the area, and Deciding About Drugs 
booklets were provided to local schools. In addition, 
KODAC assisted the Drop-In-Center, which was estab
lished to help former drug addicts become rehabilitated. 

FIN NCIAL ASSISTANCE PROJECTS 
The Kiwanis Club of Birmingham, Alabama accomplished 
the most financially successful Operation Drug Alert 
project thus far. The club sponsored a football game 
between the New York Jets and the Buffalo Bills. 48,000 
attended, and $50,000 in net proceeds was used to 
establish an advanced drug treatment facility at the 
University of Alabama Medical School. The Kiwanis 
effort triggered a $4,000,000 grant from the Federal 
Government to expand the program. The Drug Abuse 
Clinic includes a 12-bed patient unit; an out-patient 
section; a drug research area; space for workshops for 
teachers, physicians, parents, law enforcement officials, 
and medical students; and a public drug information 
center. 

A concert, featuring David Rubinoff, violinist, netted $900 
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which was used by the Kiwanis Club of Troy, Michigan 
to set up a Drug Information Library in the old City 
Hall. The library was equ ipped with audio-visual and 
printed materials, which were given to the Troy Youth 
Assistance Committee for its work with the public 
on the drug abuse problem. 
Project Rehab, a private facility to provide counseling , 
treatment , and rehabilitation of drug users, was in great 
need of financial support and community interest. The 
Kiwanis Club of Grand Rapids, Michigan agreed to make 
the down payment and monthly mortgage payments 
for one year on a 10-room house to replace the 2-room 
facility which was being used for the program. In ad
dition, the club raised $8,000 from public showings of the 
film Way Out, which was used to support Project Rehab 
and to purchase visual aids and printed materials for 
community drug abuse education programs. 

The Kiwanis Club of Greenbriar Area, Atlanta, Georgia 
took care of the financia l arrangements to send 5 high 
school students and 3 teachers to a state Operation Drug 
Alert conference for training. Following the conference , 
these students and teachers presented drug abuse 
assemblies at 3 local high schools. 

PROJECTS WITH CIRCLE K 
AND EY CLUBS 
After studying the drug abuse situation in the commu
nity, the Kiwanis Club of Littleton, Colorado decided that 
the best approach to the local problem would be to 
work directly w ith youth. With the cooperation and 
financial support of its sponsoring Kiwanis Club, the 
Key Club of Littleton High School conducted a campus 
drug abuse education campaign. The Key Club ran anti
drug ads in the school newspaper, presented drug 
information at school assemblies , conducted drug edu
cation workshops, and provided speakers for other local 
youth organizations. In addition, the Key Club prepared 
a drug questionnaire for all students and distributed 
buttons with the slogans: "Keep Off the Grass" and 
" The Higher You Get - The Harder You Fall ." 

The Kiwanis Club of Amityville, New York divided the 
city into 22 segments and, with the help of the Key Club 
of Amityville High School, teams personally contacted 
reside nts with an invitation to attend the Operation Drug 
Alert seminar. The door-to-door campaign, coupled 
with intensive newspaper and radio advertising , attracted 
over 500 residents to the drug education program. 

With its Key Club handling campus publicity, the Kiwanis 
Club of Northside Atlanta, Georgia sponsored an essay 
contest at the Northside High school on the subject: 
"Narcotic Use - How It Could Affect My Future Voca
tion." Prizes were awarded by the club to the 5 winners 
in each participating age group, and the winning essays 
were sent to all Kiwanis Clubs in the division with the 
request that a similar program be introduced into their 
local high schools. 

The Operation Drug Alert Committee of the Kiwanis 
Clubs of Coos Bay, North Bend, and Coquille, Oregon 
consolidated their resources and manpower with their 
three sponsored Key Clubs to construct and man a large 
booth to disseminate drug information at the county 
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fair. Manned continuously by Kiwanians and Key 
Clubbers , the booth featured row-upon-row of illegal 
drugs and paraphernalia which had been confiscated 
by the police in the area. The impact of this team 
effort was evidenced by the distribution of over 50,000 
pieces of drug abuse information brochures to the 
general public . The booth was judged as the best at 
the fair and received the " Sweepstakes Award " from 
fair officials. 

Members of the Kiwanis Club of Kamiakin, Yakima, 
Washington and the Key Club of A. C. Davis High School 
worked together and provided an Operation Drug Alert 
booth at a fair. The booth featured a display of danger
ous drugs and a continuous drug education video tape. 
1000 copies of the brochure Is Your Child Using Nar
cotics ? and the booklet Answers to the Most Frequently 
Asked Questions About Drug Abuse were distributed 
to the public. 

The Kiwanis Club of Capital City, Denver, Colorado de
cided that the best approach to the local drug abuse 
problem was to provide information to elementary school 
age students. Working with the Key Club of Machebeuf 
High School , drug abuse assemblies were arranged at 
all local elementary schools. Members of " Sequette," 
a group of ex-teenage drug users, conducted the school 
assemblies with the Key Club members serving as 
moderators. 

With the assistance of the Circle K Club of Northern 
State College and the Key Club of Roncalli High School , 
the Kiwanis Club of Aberdeen, South Dakota reprinted 
5,000 copies of the booklet Guide to Drugs Which are 
Subject to Abuse, and conducted a door-to-door distri
bution throughout the community. In addition, 3,000 
copies of the publication were reprinted for use by other 
community and county groups working on the drug 
abuse problem. 

The Key Clubs of Collingdale High and Sharon Hill High , 
both sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Chester Pike, 
Pennsylvania, distributed 10,000 copies of the Deciding 
About Drugs booklet to local young people. Chester 
Pike Kiwanians provided the booklets as a followup to 
their drug education meeting with local school officials, 
and teachers, law enforcement officials, and civic 
leaders. 

c E~S s 
Concerned that accidents could result by employees 
using machinery while under the influence of drugs, 
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the management of a local manufacturing concern con
tacted the Kiwanis Club of Fostoria, Ohio and requested 
the club's Operation Drug Alert Committee to take 
part in its plant safety program. 935 plant employees 
received a copy of the Deciding About Drugs booklet, 
and 520 employees participated in 13 drug education 
seminars which were conducted by Kiwanians in the 
plant on company time. 

The Kiwanis Club of Downtown Spokane, Washington 
developed a pamphlet for parents on detecting signs 
of drug abuse by children. In order to obtain widespread 
distribution of the pamphlet, the club approached the 
Washington Water and Power Company, and a special 
issue of the Company's customer magazine, Family 
Gazette, was developed which contained the information. 
Requests for reprints of the pamphlet from schools, 
churches, civic, and church groups exceeded 21 ,000 
copies. 

COMMUNITY-WIDE DRUG ABUSE 
EDUCATION PROGRA :s 
The Kiwanis Club of North Farmington, Michigan made 
arrangements with a local theatre for exclusive use to 
show the film Way Out for a one-week period. Local 
junior and senior high schools cooperated, bussing stu
dents on a voluntary basis to the 1 O student matinees 
which were held during the week. An average of 1,000 
students attended each of the matinees. After each 
showing, the star of the film, a former drug addict, 
spoke to the assembly on his personal experience with 
the drug scene. Evening performances attracted local 
residents and students who were unable to attend the 
matinees. A total of 15,000 adults and young people 
participated in the program. 

Utilizing speakers from the fields of medicine and law, 
the Kiwanis Club of Delray Beach, Florida sponsored 27 
public drug education meetings, which were attended 
by over 12,000 adults and youth from the area. The 
success of this program led to the formation of the 
Delray Beach Drug Abuse Foundation, involving the 
Kiwanis Club and other civic organizations. The primary 
project of this foundation was to set up a center dedi
cated to the prevention of drug abuse through education 
on a 24-hour basis. 

Under the sponsorship of the Operation Drug Alert 
Committee of the Kiwanis Club of Amarillo, Texas, over 
5,600 grade school and high school students partici
pated in drug abuse education programs. In addition, 
hundreds of adults participated through club-sponsored 
programs at local parent, religious, and civic organ
ization meetings. 

The Kiwanis Club of Coeur d'Alene, Idaho investigated 
the drug problem in its community with a questionnaire 
to local physicians. The results of this survey called for 
action. In order to generate interest of those most 
vulnerable to dangerous drugs, the club initiated a 
statewide poster and essay contest which was incorpo
rated with a program known as "Smart Teens". The 
"Smart Teens" program is operated for the purpose of 
helping young people solve problems of narcotic ad
diction and the attending problems of youth today. To 
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simulate the adult community, talk shows featuring those 
directly connected with the drug abuse problem were 
broadcast on radio and television. A film entitled 
Marijuana was shown 45 times to an audience of over 
7,500 adults and high school students, followed by a 
lecture and distribution of pertinent drug abuse edu
cation materials. 

" Drug Alert Week" was proclaimed by the Mayor, and 
the Kiwanis Club of Ewing Township, New Jersey 
launched its community-wide Operation Drug Alert pro
gram. Representatives from 40 local churches , civic 
clubs , professional organizations, and youth groups were 
invited to participate in the program. Wearing red and 
white identification buttons, Kiwanians and members 
of the other organizations conducted a door-to-door 
distribution of the booklet Students and Drug Abuse to 
8,149 homes, along with mimeographed sheets listing 
the times and locations of 5 public meetings to be held 
during " Drug Alert Week." In addition, 200 colorful 
posters announcing the public meetings were displayed 
by local business firms. 1,500 residents attended the 
" Drug Alert Week" meetings which were held at local 
high schools. The program's success led to the creation 
of the Ewing Township Drug Abuse Council, a perma
nent organization made up of representatives from local 
organizaticns. 

Twenty-five percent of the total budget of the Kiwanis 
Club of Vestal , New York was expended on a community
wide Operation Drug Alert program. Over 4,100 students 
and adults attended Kiwanis-sponsored drug abuse 
educational seminars at the local Junior and Senior 
High Schools. The Police Department was provided with 
a drug addiction kit which was used to train law enforce
ment personnel. Anti-drug materials and posters were 
also provided by the club to local libraries, churches, 
schools , and public buildings . 

The Kiwanis Club of Furnitureland, High Point, North 
Carolina promoted the film Way Out which depicts the 
dangers of drug abuse. 3,000 copies of the Deciding 
About Drugs booklet were distributed and 15,000 copies 
of the article , "But, Mom-Everyone Smokes Pot ," were 
distributed to schools, shopping centers , and business 
firms. Under Kiwanis sponsorship, Scott Ross, former 
New York disc jockey and drug addict , spoke to over 
12,000 people at public meetings in the community, 
and over 250,000 in the television viewing audience 
heard Mr. Ross on three special taped programs. The 
club actively part icipated in the formation of the High 
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Point Drug Task Force, composed of representat ives of 
local schools , churches, parent-teacher, c ivic, and pro
fessional groups. 

The Operation Drug Alert Committee of the Kiwanis 
Club of Florence-Pee Dee, South Carolina secured one 
hour of television time from a local stat ion and conducted 
a panel program on drug abuse. The program centered 
on the questions from viewers which were telephoned 
into the station while the program was in process. 654 
viewers called in questions on drugs which were an
swered by the panel of experts and youth. 

The Kiwanis Club of Duncan-Chisholm Trail , Oklahoma 
provided the local radio station with fifteen 30-second 
anti-drug spot announcements. Famous professional 
sports personalities gave the messages. 

The Kiwanis Club of Dearborn, Michigan chose direct 
parental contact as the most effective means of initiating 
a drug abuse education program in its community. 20,000 
parents of public and parochial school students re
ceived a letter from the Kiwanis Club informing them 
of the local drug abuse problem ; citing the problems 
created by the use of drugs ; and urging cooperation in 
a united effort to solve the drug abuse problem in 
Dearborn. This effort culminated in the formation of an 
organization known as the Community Task Force, 
composed of 110 citizens representing every adult and 
youth organization in the community , to undertake 
positive steps to eliminate the drug problem. The Drug 
Clinic was one of the most dramatic accomplishments 
of the Community Task Force. Operating within the 
clinic was a group of trained teenagers who operated 
the " Heart Line," a seven-day-a-week service which 
provided young people with a place to call to receive 
informat ion or help. 

"Operat ion Drug Alert Day" was officially proclaimed 
by the Mayor, and the Kiwanis Club of Goldsboro, North 
Carolina conducted an intensive drug education pro
gram for the entire community. Three separate assem
blies were held in local schools for students in grades 
6 through 10, and a meeting for the general public was 
conducted in the even ing . Each of the four sessions 
centered on the appearance of a former drug addict 
and pusher, backed up by a panel of experts. 3,000 
copies of the Deciding About Drugs booklet were dis
tributed to those attending the sessions. 

The Operation Drug Alert Committee of the Kiwanis 
Club of Boardman, Ohio sponsored 79 drug abuse edu
cation programs which were attended by over 7,500 
residents. In addition , the club expended $800 to pur
chase two drug education training films for use by the 
schools and law enforcement officials. 

A study revealed that many young people exper imented 
with drugs in the home, using drugs fou nd in medicine 
chests. The Kiwanis Club of Temple Terrace, Florida 
responded with the " Destroy Dangerous Drugs" pro
gram. All 2,000 homes in the community received a 
special paper bag from the club with a request to use 
the bags to remove unwanted drugs from home medicine 
chests. A week after the bag distribution, Kiwanians, 
assisted by 4 Boy Scout Troops , went house-to-house 
and co llected the drugs to be disposed of. With the 
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cooperation of the local police department, over 1,500 
vials of drugs were destroyed. An intensive publicity 
campaign highlighted the " Destroy Dangerous Drugs" 
program, complete with two-color posters in business 
show-windows, radio and television spot announcements, 
newspaper articles, and a distribution of leaflets in all 
local churches. 

The Kiwanis Club of Salamanca, New York sponsored a 
weekly radio program designed to provide the listening 
audience with facts on the drug abuse problem. 

COOPERATIVE PROJECTS WITH 
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
The Kiwanis Club of Peoria, Illinois spearheaded the 
Council on Operation Drug Alert, which was an educa
tional program directed to the entire community. The 
Council had three basic purposes: (1) to alert the com
munity to the drug abuse problem, (2) to make the 
citizens aware of the specific problems which existed, 
and (3) to apply preventative and remedial community 
action to the potential and existing drug abuse problem. 
The Council's Speakers Bureau provided 96 programs 
for over 4,800 residents; the Information Service Com
mittee arranged for a multitude of audio-visual presenta
tions to community groups; and the Volunteer Telephone 
Counseling Service was in contact with over 1,400. In 
addition, the Council provided educational seminars for 
training others in handling local drug abuse problems. 

The Kiwanis Club of Northeast Indianapolis, Indiana 
decided to assist the Drug Task Force Committee which 
had been appointed by the Mayor. The club researched 
and published a resource guide for drug education , 
which contained a listing of all agencies providing 
treatment services, a list of available speakers on the 
drug abuse problem, and the names and addresses of 
Kiwanians who had Deciding About Drugs booklets 
available for free distribution. 10,000 copies of the 
resource guide were distributed in the community with 
a concentrated effort to reach all teachers in the 
Indianapolis school system. In addition, the resource 
guide was given to all local civic organizations, churches, 
and youth groups, who were engaged in drug abuse 
education programs. 
The Women's Auxil iary of the local medical association 
had conducted a drug abuse education program for 
two years, but were in need of assistance. Using funds 
from its annual auction, the Kiwanis Club of Guilford 
College, North Carolina printed a drug curriculum for 
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public schools and purchased 2,000 copies of the De
ciding About Drugs booklet for distribution to high school 
students during meetings conducted by Kiwan ians and 
Women 's Auxiliary members. 

The " Shawano Nine", a student group assigned to in
vestigate the drug abuse problem in the local high 
school, decided to have a community-wide "Teach-Jn." 
The Kiwan is Club of Shawano, Wisconsin offered the 
group its cooperation and financial assistance to organ
ize the program. Kiwanians handled local publicity and 
helped the "Shawano Nine" to obtain speakers , but 
emphasis was placed on encouraging the students to 
construct the program as they saw fit. Hundreds of 
local adults and youth attended the " Teach-In " , and 
8,000 pieces of drug abuse educat ion literature .were 
distributed. 

The Kiwanis Club of Spokane Valley, Washington 
directed its Operation Drug Alert efforts to assisting 
area law enforcement agencies. The club purchased 
a drug education film , which was used to tra in police 
officers, and another film, Our Amazing Mind, for law 
enforcement officials to use in working with young 
people. Pamphlets and a slide projector were also 
provided by the club for use by the local police depart
ment and the County Sheriff's Department. 

The Kiwanis Club of Denver, Colorado agreed to provide 
Jay counselling and job placement assistance in support 
of the local Methadone maintenance program for heroin 
addicts. The club 's Operation Drug Alert Committee also 
conducted drug abuse education assemblies at two local 
high schools and distributed copies of Deciding About 
Drugs. 

In cooperation with local school administrators , clergy, 
and Jaw enforcement agencies, the Kiwanis Club of 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi co-sponsored a Drug Abuse 
Youth Conference with the National Foundation-March 
of Dimes. Over 400 high school and college students 
from throughout the area participated. 

With the assistance of the County Extension Agent and 
the County Weed Supervisor, members of the Kiwanis 
Club of Flandreau, South Dakota learned how to iden
tify the marijuana plant. The county was divided into 16 
areas, each comprising a township, and teams of Kiwan
ians surveyed each area and located the drug producing 
plants. The information gathered by the club was used 
by the Moody County Weed Board in making plans for 
an eradicat ion program. 

MASS DISTRIBUTION OF 
EDUCA IONAL ATER ALS 
Recognizing the need for drug abuse educational mate
rials for the community, the Kiwanis Club of Valdosta, 
Georgia distributed 1000 copies of Deciding About Drugs 
to all schoo ls and libraries in the county. 5,000 copies 
of the publication Drug Alert Fly Sheets for Teachers 
and Parents were given to local Key Clubs for distri
bution to teachers and parents. 

After conducting a program of self-educat ion , the 
Kiwanis Club of Greenlawn-Centerport, New York pre
pared and published a drug education brochure en-
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titled: Guide to Parents on Drug Abuse. With the co
operation of local school officials , 18,000 copies of this 
brochure were mailed by the club to the homes of 
junior and senior high school students. 

A direct mail campaign to students' homes was the major 
thrust of the Operation Drug Alert program of the Kiwanis 
Club of Tarpon Springs, Florida. 925 high school stu
dents ' homes and 477 junior high school students' 
homes received a letter from the Kiwanis Club along 
with a drug abuse information booklet, which had been 
prepared by the State Attorney's Office. 

Joint efforts of the Kiwanis Clubs of Sudbury and 
Lockerby, Ontario raised $3,000 to print 38,000 copies 
of a special "Operation Drug Alert Supplement" for 
the local newspaper. In addition, 30,000 copies of the 
supplement were printed for the school board for use 
in the community's schools. This Operation Drug Alert 
supplement contained specific information on drugs 
and their effects, a drug reference chart , treatment 
services availability, and information on the effects 
of the drug abuse problem on the community. 

With the enthusiastic assistance of their wives , the 
members of the Kiwanis Club of Delwood, Detroit, Mich
igan raised over $1 ,200 to provide 10,300 copies of 
Dec1'ding About Drugs and 10,000 copies of Drugs and 
You to all the junior and senior high schools in the 
City of Detroit. 

KIWANIS-SPONSORED 
COMM TY COUNCI S 

A full year's activity was planned by the Operation Drug 
Alert Committee which was organized by the Kiwanis 
Club of Webster, South Dakota. Drug education pro
grams were presented to both grade school and high 
school age children , and a special program was held for 
the general public which provided for a dia '. ogue between 
adults and youth on the local drug abuse problem. 298 
grade school students participated in the essay contest 
on the subject: " Drugs and Their Effect on Adolescents. " 
The Kiwanis Club presented $25 United States Savings 
Bonds to winners from each school , and the grand prize 
winner received a $50 Bond. 

Organized by the Kiwanis Club of North Royalton, Ohio, 
the Drug Action Committee sponsored weekly drug edu
cation seminars which were attended by over 1,700 in 
the commun ity. A packet of drug information was pre
pared which contained a drug-term dictionary, a resume 
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of the public seminars, a list of available films, and a 
bibliography of resource materials available for educa
tion and counseling. A resource library was assembled, 
and, in cooperation with the local Red Cross Chapter, a 
drug information te lephone service was established. 

Community-wide drug abuse education programs were 
conducted by the Salina Drug Action Council , Inc. , spon
sored by the Kiwanis Club of Salina, Kansas. A Drug 
Abuse Library was established to provide visuals and 
printed materials to interested groups and individuals in 
the community. The Council sponsored two " Happen
ings" for high school and college students, featuring 
panel-type discussions on the question : " To Use or Not 
to Use Drugs?" Over 6,300 residents participated in pro
grams provided by the Council's Speakers Bureau. In 
addition, the Council provided a drug emergency tele
phone number, drug counselors, a drug education booth 
at the county fair, and a Methadone treatment program. 

Under the sponsorship of the community committee or
ganized by the Kiwanis Club of Cudahy, Wisconsin, sev
eral hundred residents participated in drug education 
programs held at local hospitals and the high school. 

In response to a req uest from local officials, the Kiwanis 
Club of Sioux Falls, South Dakota established The Sioux 
Falls Drug Education Committee, composed of Kiwani
ans and other interested people in the community. After 
studying the local drug problem, the Committee's first 
project was a drug abuse seminar for 300 residents. A 
drug abuse information booklet was prepared and dis
tributed, and the Committee's Speakers Bureau provided 
educational programs to well over 100 adult and youth 
meetings. The Committee arranged a state-wide drug 
abuse conference which was attended by over 1,700 
people, with television personality Art Linkletter as the 
featured speaker. The Committee has received a Federal 
grant of $3,900 to continue its outstanding educational 
program. 

DRUG ABUSE EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
IN THE SCHOOLS 
The Kiwanis Club of Miami-Midtown, Florida concen
trated its Operation Drug Alert efforts on the elementary 
school age ch ildren and sponsored drug abuse educa
tion programs at 30 grade schools in two counties. The 
prog ram featured Skipper Chuck and his Gang, stars of 
the television program "Popeye Playhouse," who were 
well-known to the ch ildren. After the entertainment, the 
cast spoke to th e ch ildren about the dangers of accept
ing candy and similar gifts from strangers, and the need 
to listen to their parents and teachers; and spelled out 
the harmful effects of drugs. The children were encour
aged to tell their parents about what they had learned 
at the assemblies and to remind th eir parents to keep 
medicines in a safe place at home. After the presenta
tions, Kiwanians and members of th e Key Club of Arch
bishop Curley High School visited every classroom and 
presented each child with an " I Can Say No" button. 
33,000 children participated in the program. 

In cooperation w ith school officials, the Kiwan is Club of 
Council Grove, Kansas provided materials and pass-out 
pieces to all health, physical education, and English 
teachers in School District 417. With this information, 

15 



teachers conducted classroom sessions on the dangers 
of drug abuse for age 12 through high school level 
students. 
The Operation Drug Al ert Committee of the Kiwanis Club 
of Livingston, Montana concluded that a drug abuse edu
cation program for local teachers would be the best 
approach to reach the students. In cooperation with the 
police department, teachers from the local elementary, 
junior high, and senior high schools participated in a 
concentrated drug education program. 

80 high school students submitted entries in the essay 
contest on the subject: "Why I as a Teenager Should Not 
Become a Drug User," which was sponsored by the 
Kiwanis Club of Tawas, Michigan. 

The Operation Drug Alert Committee of the Kiwanis Club 
of Scottsbluff, Nebraska sponsored 15 drug abuse edu
cation film showings which were attended by 10,000 area 
school children. 8,000 drug education brochures were 
distributed, and the club arranged for local radio stations 
to run anti-drug spot announcements for a .3-month 
period. 
A four-character, 1-act play, The Underground Bird, 
depicting the drug abuse problem, was performed at 4 
area high schools under the sponsorship of the Kiwanis 
Club of Greenville, Pennsylvania. A question and answer 
period for the students, handled by a competent drug
gist, followed each performance. In addition, the club 
arranged for a display, "Time to Decide," which was 
placed in local store windows for a three-month period. 

With the cooperation of school officials, 350 high school 
students attended a panel discussion on the legal 
aspects of drug abuse, which was sponsored by the 
Kiwanis Club of Winnebago, Minnesota. In addition, ele
mentary school pupils were given drug abuse education 
pamphlets. 

Several hundred high school and college teachers and 
students from throughout the State of Georgia partici
pated in the 2-day drug education conference, which was 
hosted by the Kiwanis Club of Druid Hills, Atlanta, Geor
gia. The program was conducted by a panel of experts 
from the medical , law enforcement, and education fields, 
and exhibits were provided by State and Federal agen
cies. All participants received complete packets of re
source materials, and all teachers were provided with 
additional materials to enable them to conduct drug 
abuse education conferences in their own schools. The 
Kiwanians and their wives handled all registration, pro
gram, and physical arrangements for the conference. 

The Kiwanis Club of Hays, Kansas contacted the Rock 
Castle Jaycees, a Jaycee chapter located at Kansas State 
Industrial Reformatory, and arranged for 2 convicted 
drug addicts to appear at public meetings in the com
munity to discuss the dangers of drug abuse, and to tel l 
how their drug habits led to a life of crime. 

In cooperation with the administration of the local high 
school , the Kiwanis Club of Norristown, Pennsylvania 
provided drug abuse seminars for the students, using the 
services of 6 former drug addicts and law enforcement 
personnel. Following this successful three-day high 
school program, the club arranged similar meetings for 
local Cub Scout Packs. 
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KIWANIANS-INVOLVED IN ALL 
ASPECTS OF COMMUNITY LIFE 

Although Kiwanis International concentrated its efforts 
on involving Kiwanis Clubs in the Operation Drug Alert 
program during the 1969-70 administrative year, Kiwanis 
clubs continued to reinforce and expand their community 
service activities in all other areas as well. Kiwanis Clubs 
are autonomous in that they select those service projects 
which are best suited to community needs. Kiwanis Inter
national and district organizations may "suggest" service 
programs, but, in the final analysis, local conditions dic
tate individual club activities. Under the 1969-70 Theme, 
"Get Involved in Commun ity Service," Kiwanians 
throughout the organization involved themselves in all 
aspects of community life: 

... Club committees on Agriculture and Conservation 
conducted a multitude of projects related to the im
provement of the environment, planted trees, built 
and maintained Kiwanis parks for the public, assisted 
hundreds of 4-H and Future Farmers of America 
chapters, participated in local and county agricultural 
events, and participated in "Farm-City Week" 
observances . 

. . . International Relations committees promoted com
munity-wide observances of "Canada-United States 
Goodwill Week," and financed countless overseas 
programs in cooperation with other agencies . 

. . . The Kiwanis concern for youth was in evidence in all 
communities as club Boys and Girls Work committees 
sponsored annual "Kids' Day" activities; conducted 
projects for the benefit of the poor and underprivi
leged child; sponsored thousands of Boy and Girl 
Scout Troops; worked with the Boys' Clubs, and Girls 
Clubs, and local YMCA's and YWCA's; and main
tained summer camps for underprivileged and handi
capped children . 

. . . Vocational Guidance committees sponsored hun
dreds of "Career Day" conferences throughout the 
United States and Canada, provided thousands of 
dollars in financial aid to deserving students, distrib
uted career guidance materials to local high schools 
and colleges, and provided assistance to programs 
designed to train the handicapped . 

. . . The traditional Kiwanis concern for the spiritual was 
evidenced throughout the organization as local Sup
port of Churches in Their Spiritual Aims committees 
sponsored local church attendance campaigns , 
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worked with charities during the holiday season, 
sponsored community worship services, and assisted 
ministerial alliances . 

. . . Voter education programs, help for the elderly , 
"Freedom of Enterprise Week" observances, safety 
programs, and "Family Reunion Day" promotions 
highlighted the activities of local Public and Business 
Affairs committees. 

Kiwanis Club activities were many and varied, providing 
an avenue of service to suit the vocational and avoca
tional interests of the total membership. 

SPONSORED YOUTH PROGRAMS 

Kiwanis International has always been vitally concerned 
with young people. Kiwanis is fortunate to sponsor two 
young mens' volunteer service organizations - Circle K 
International and Key Club International. With service to 
both campus and community as their goal, the successful 
activities of our sponsored youth organizations are a 
source of great pride to all Kiwanians. Most important, 
Circle K and Key Club members demonstrate the dy
namic creativity and sincere concern which today's 
young people possess. 

Circle K International 

Circle K International, with a membership of 10,000 on 
BOO col lege and university campuses in the United States 
and Canada, selected " Confront the Issues" as its call 
to service during the 1969-70 administrative year. 

Circle K challenged its members to direct their attention 
to alleviating the problems of youth crime, racial ten
sions, the communications gap, and drug abuse. 

Throughout the year, Circle K Clubs worked with boys in 
trouble, tloth at home and in correctional institutions, to 
help stem the tide of crime involving youth. Conferences 
on rac ial problems were sponsored by Circle K clubs; 
Circle K funds provided scholarships to minority groups; 
members familiarized themselves with local c ivil rights 
programs; and clubs concentrated efforts in helping 
minorities to obtain jobs and proper housing. Accepting 
and understanding the views of others was the key to 
Circle K programs designed to reduce the communica
tions gap. Circle K Clubs in both countries initiated 
weekly breakfast meeting programs where adults and 
youth could freely exchange viewpoints and explore their 
differences. Uniting with Kiwanis Clubs and other local 
organizations, Circle K Clubs conducted a multitude of 
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campus drug abuse education programs and worked with 
young people who were experiencing drug problems. 

The membership of Circle K International increased its 
involvement by rendering pos itive assistance to the less 
fortunate, by taking a more active part in campus and 
community affairs , and in working with other community 
leaders in solving common problems. 

Key Club International 

What began as an experiment 45 years ago has become 
one of the most meaningful and important of all Kiwanis 
activities - Key Club International. This organization 
for high school men has grown to a membership of over 
90,000 in 3,600 clubs in Canada, the United States, and 
the Caribbean. 

" Understanding - Pathway to Human Dignity" was the 
administrative theme of Key Club International for 1969-
70. This was a two-part program which focused attention 
on both the campus and the community. 

For the campus, "Operation Silent Alarm," asserted that 
when students, administrators , and teachers talk, listen, 
and think together, they will achieve a greater under
standing and respect for one another. The formation of 
local Student-Faculty-Administrative Forums was the key 
to this segment of the program. 

The "Key Club Buddy Program~ · was the community 
focus of the Theme. This was a year-round effort which 
matched Key Clubbers with youngsters who needed the 
help or companionship of an older boy while growing up 
- those youngsters who were economically disadvan
taged , were members of ethnic and racial minorities, 
were socially maladjusted, or were handicapped. 

Successful campus and community programs high
lighted 1969-70, and Key Club International continues to 
be one of the most meaningful and constructive forces 
for the development of good citizenship that exist ·on high 
school campuses today. 

19 



SUMMARY OF SELECTED 
MAJOR KIWANIS ACTIVITIES 
October 1, 1969 - September 30, 1970 

In rais ing and expending funds for service projects -

$11,146,011 was netted through club fund-rai s ing 
projects 

$12,113,396 was expended by clubs in community serv
ice activities 

$ 840,261 was raised by clubs as part of their Kids' 
Day activities 

$ 2,024,239 was granted or loaned to students 
$ 775,233 was expended by clubs in Operation Drug 

Alert projects 

In supporting Kiwanis-sponsored observances -

1,541 c lubs organized Kids' Day activities 
2,012 clubs sponsored Farm-City Week observ

ances 
1,060 clubs participated in Freedom of Enterprise 

Week 
1,754 clubs observed Canad a-United States 

Goodwill Week 
1,954 clubs promoted the observance of Family 

Reunion Day 

Jn sponsoring or otherwise providing leadership and 
financial support to local youth organizations -

806 clubs assisted Girl Scout units 
325 clubs provided leadership for Junior 

Achievement chapters 
1,244 clubs supported the activities of 4-H Clubs 
1,997 clubs sponsored Cub Scout, Boy Scout, or 

Explorer un its 
611 clubs provided assistance to Boys' Clubs 
580 clubs had close working relationships with 

FFA Chapters 

OPERATION DRUG ALERT STATISTICS 

In support of Operation Drug Alert-The Major Emphasis 
Program -
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2,185 clubs played a substantial cooperative or 
leadership role in a coordinated com
munity-wide drug abuse prevention 
program 

860 other clubs carried out one or more 
Kiwanis projects independently 

1,011 other clubs had one or more club meeting 
programs related to drug abuse 

3,256,519 copies of Kiwanis' Deciding About Drugs 
booklet were distributed to youth 

911 16mm drug education films were purchased 
for community use 

590 35mm drug education filmstrips were pur
chased for community use 

12,262 drug abuse meetings or forums were spon
sored by clubs 

52,799 Kiwanians gave at least one hour of their 
time to Operation Drug Alert activities in 
their communities 
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