Introduction

2

Objects of Kiwanis

3

Major Emphasis Program

4

Youth Services

9

Sponsored Youth

15

Community Services

17

International Relations

27

Human and Spiritual Values

29

Fund Raisers

30

Order Form

back cover

Early in this century, a small group of young
men banded together under the shared belief
that, when one leaves the world better than it
was when he found it, he has led a virtuous
life. The world, tangled in myriad problems,
outlined for them the task at hand.
And so they took a name reflective of their
mission and an oath of dedication, and
Kiwanis was born, seventy-six long years ago.
Since then, countless thousands of men and
women have dedicated their lives and their
hearts to helping those who could not help
themselves. Today, from a handful of young
men with an old dream, Kiwanis flourishes, its
ranks an army of service more than 325,000
strong. The dream is alive and set into
practice-on the sidewalks, in the schools,
homes, churches, and hospitals. Everywhere
need exists, everywhere se1=vice is required,
Kiwanis is there.
But it's not the organization itself that makes
Kiwanis the powerful and eminent force that it
is. It's the people who comprise it; the men
and women who have the undying will to
shape the future for the better; people who
don't turn from their communities ' problems
in fear and frustration, but face them squarely
and say, "I can change this ... and I will."
Kiwanis in Action samples the thousands of
instances in which today's Kiwanians created
hope and fulfillment in the lives of the Jess
fo1tunate and the needy. These m·e the stories
of Kiwanis's unceasing commitment to
service, and of its members: those proud
people who have vowed to leave the world a
better place than they found it.
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To give primacy to the human and spiritual,
rather than to the material values of life.
To encourage the daily living of the Golden
Rule in all human relationships.
To promote the adoption and the application
of higher social, business, and professional
standards.
To develop, by precept and example, a more
intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable
citizenship.
To provide, through Kiwanis clubs, a
practical means to form enduring friendships,
to render altruistic service, and to build better
communities.
To cooperate in creating and maintaining that
sound public opinion and high idealism which
make possible the increase of righteousness,
justice, patriotism, and good will.
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Since its earliest years, Kiwani s' s central
focus has been the well-being of children. In
1969, the Major Emphasis Program (MEP)
was created to concentrate the efforts of the
entire membership on a single problem. Each
Kiwanis club ' s Major Emphasi s committee is
asked to deve!op at least one new project
during the year that supports the International
focus.
The current MEP, Young Children: Priority
One, is a multi-phase program which
addresses the immense needs of young
children ages prenatal through five. Young
Children: Priority One focuses on four basic
areas: ·

• Maternal and Infant Health
• Child Care and Development
• Parent Education and Support
• Safety and Pediatric Trauma
Kiwanis clubs throughout the world have
embraced the program with unprecedented
enthusiasm. The following are some of the
many ways clubs have made young children
priority one.

Young Children
PRIORITY ONE
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Maternal and Infant Health
When the Kiwanis Club of Port Vila, New
Zealand, learned that several children had
died of malnutrition, the members joined with
a local hospital and agencies specializing in
maternal and infant care to create a nutrition
education center. The Kiwanians invited
specialists to their meetings to educate them
on the subject. Once informed, the club
dedicated $650,000 to the construction and
start-up of the program.
In order to effectively inform parents and
young children about proper health care, the
Clarksville, Tennessee, Kiwanis club held a
health and safety fair. The Kiwanians
arranged free bus transportation and launched
a publicity campaign to create awareness.
One hundred community agencies set up
booths with information about their services,
and more than forty pediatricians and nurses
gave health screenings to 600 children. More
than 5,000 health and safety pamphlets were
distributed. Expenses for the fair were
matched by a local hospital.
The Norlanco-Rheems Kiwanis club
. sponsored a Jail and Bail fund raiser for the
local March of Dimes campaign for healthy
babies in Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania.
Local police and Kiwanians were "arrested"
for impersonating themselves or for loitering.
They were tried, convicted, and had bail set.
The customary "one phone call" privilege was
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set aside, and the prisoners were allowed to
make as many calls as needed until they were
bailed out. Hours later, all prisoners had made
bail and the March of Dimes had $11 ,000
more for its cause.

Child Care and
Development
The downtown
Huntington, West
Virginia, Kiwanis club
became alarmed at the
Jack of adequate child
care. The Kiwanians
founded the Kiwanis
Day Care Center in a
vacant home, which
they had renovated to
meet legal and
professional standards.
Shortly after, they constructed a new facility
and hired an executive director, six full-time
teachers, a cook, a janitor, and a bookkeeper.
They later built an addition to the center. The
center operates on an annual budget of more
than $123,000, which comes from the club,
United Way grants, and modest fees from
parents. The center is governed exclusively
by a board of directors comprising club
members only. The center is licensed by the
state to care for seventy-two preschool-age
children.
The Kiwanis Club of Bedford in Bedford
Heights, Ohio, sponsored a two-day
babysitting certification workshop for thirty
boys and girls ages eleven through fifteen.
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The club held the workshop with assistance
from the local hospital ' s pediatrics
department, police and fire officials,
librarians, and the American Red Cross.
Subjects ranged widely, from diapering to
supervision techniques to first aid. Students
were required to pass a written test, after
which they were awarded certificates from the
Red Cross. The club enjoyed a good deal of
publicity and fielded many requests from the
community for babysitters who had been
through the program.
A coalition of Kiwanis clubs in Dade
County, Florida, joined with two other
service organizations and the county human
resources agency to purchase and man a
" mobile resource unit" to alleviate the burdens
of home child care providers, who are often
isolated during the day. The volunteers,
including child care and development experts,
travel to the homes in a book- and toy-filled
van to support and train care providers,
offering advice tailored to the specific needs
of each .
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Parent Education and Support
The Kiwanis Club of St. Marys, Georgia,
sponsored a large, all-day parenting fair at the
Camden County High School. A dozen
professionals gave lectures and more than
twenty-five door prizes were given away. The
Parenting Fair was created to help parents
become aware of the many resources available
to them in the community.
Kiwanians in Anderson, Indiana, joined
with local hospital and community
organizations to develop and establish an
education program for parents of newborn
children. Packets of material were presented
to parents in prenatal and newborn classes at
the hospitals. The packets include, in part, the
child 's first book, a description of the stages
of intellec'tual development, a bibliography of
children 's bed-time story books, and books
about good parenting.

Safety and Pediatric Trauma
A survey of auto safety restraint usage
conducted by the Kiwanis Club of Monroe,
Wisconsin, and the local police department
revealed that 49 percent of children under age
two and 75 percent of three- and four-year
olds were not protected. As a result of the
survey, the Kiwanians joined with a local
affiliate of the National SAFE KIDS
Campaign and obtained a federal grant of
$7 ,350 to purchase educational materials on
safety restraints for children. Another survey
was taken several months later, which
revealed a considerable increase in safety
restraint use.
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The Kiwanis Club of Athens, Ohio,
launched a Safety Town project to provide
more than I 00 kindergartners with basic
safety training they can use as they grow older
and increase
activities around
their school and
community. The
club built a
miniature town
with all the
typical elements
of pedestrian ,
bicycle, and auto
traffic. The
children learned
about different
street signs, what
they mean , and
how to react
when they
encounter a sign. The project and the need
were so widely recognized in Athens that a
number of community groups contributed
funds to help the club with the ongoing project.

B

Maps, globes, and atlases are valuable
educational tools, and because local schools
lacked the necessary funding to purchase
them , the Tallahassee, Florida, Kiwanis club
embarked on a project to provide material for
a comprehensive geography curriculum.
After meeting with approval from both the
school board and the club ' s board of directors ,
the Kiwanians purchased films , audio tapes,
atlases, globes, desk mats, desk atlases, and
geography kits for 450 third , fourth , and fifth
graders. But that was not all: club members
pitched in to teach five geography classes
each week to more than 160 students.
Budget cuts in education prompted the
Kiwanis Club of Bloomfield, New Jersey, to
examine the job market for the '90s. The club
found that nursing and dental care would be
two areas in great demand. The members
surveyed more than 500 Essex County Dental
Society members and found that 98 percent
wanted dental assistants who had been
through high school training programs, while
interviews with top officers of two hospitals
showed an acute shortage of hospital workers.
The club responded by creating a Health
Careers Program at the local high school. The
club raised $313,800 and created a nonprofit
foundation. They developed a recruitment
system, slide and video shows, job placement
assistance, and publicity. They campaigned
for medical and dental equipment donations as
well. Students who complete the program can
transfer credits to the University of Medicine
and Dentistry, New Jersey.
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How can a five-foot-tall talking bear riding a
tricycle help keep kids from using drugs? Just
ask the Kiwanis Club of Oshawa, Ontario.
The Kiwanians commissioned the
remote-controlled bear for $15,000 to cruise
into classrooms on its trike and educate
children about the dangers of drug use. The
bear can even answer questions due to its
remote speaker-microphone system. The
bear-named K.C. (for Kiwanis Cares)-has
appeared on local TV, in parades, and even
has his own comic strip in the local
newspaper. Wherever K.C. appears-on TV
or in his cartoon strip-his message is always
the same: "Stay off drugs!"
Street gang problems in Denver, Colorado,
prompted the Mile High Denver Kiwanians
to target at-risk youth for a series of Rocky
Mountain outings. Once each month , the club
took twelve to fifteen young men into the
mountains to camp, ski, and learn about the
forest and its many creatures. The outings
gave the boys a chance to get away from their
environment and gave the Kiwanians an
opportunity to explain that they could be a
part of solving inner-city social problems, and
how they might go about it. The project was
so well received by area youth that the club
has made it an ongoing project.
Imagine an organized, established youth
soccer league playing in vacant lots and
school playgrounds. That was the situation in
Athens, Tennessee, at least until the Kiwanis
Club of Athens found out about it. The
Kiwanians decided that the soccer-loving
children needed better facilities. The site they
chose was the Athens Regional park, which
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had winding walking trails and was dotted
with softball fields , tennis courts, and a lake.
There was, however, nary a soccer field . The
club hurtled into action and sank $25 ,000 into
the new Athens Kiwanis Soccer Complex. In
the usual Kiwanis style, they settled for
nothing less than magnificent. The complex
includes two regulation soccer fields complete
with goals and bleachers, two practice fields,
and a pavilion. The club plans to spend an
additional $40,000 on the complex over the
next five years ..
A volunteer children ' s clinic in Long Beach,
California, was in dire need of funding to
continue providing health care services to the
more than 24,000 children who are treated
there annually. The Kiwanis Club of Long
Beach accepted the challenge with a Karing
for Kids fund-raising campaign. Members
decided on a charity ball as the main event.
The club formed a number of committees for
fund raising, publicity, professional
entertainment, logistics, and sales. The
planning culminated in a huge event that
raised $47,000 in a single evening. The club
attracted more than 500 people for the gala' s
main feature: an auction of more than 150
items, which included everything from
puppies to a trip to Hawaii.
In nine horrible months in 1987, nine teens
were killed in drug- and alcohol-related traffic
accidents in the Union Township, Ohio, area.
The Kiwanis Club of Union Township
decided to do something about it. The club
joined forces with the local and state police to
launch "Operation Zero," a project aimed at
keeping kids from drinking and driving. Area
high schoolers and their parents were asked to
sign a Pledge of Life, and all students were
required to have their cars inspected by the
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state police before they could park at school.
Students were also asked to attend a series of
seminars about drinking and driving, which
were held by the state police and featured
local drug and alcohol expe1ts. In addition,
Students Against Drunk Driving chapters
were formed
in all area high
schools. But
why should
the students
bother
participating?
The club hit
them in their
weak spot:
For every
activity in
which the
students
participated,
they were
given points.
At the end of
the school
year, points
were tallied for the grand prize of a new car.
The second-place prize was $500. The
program is in its second year, and not one
student from all three area high schools has
been killed in a traffic accident during that
time.
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A child can move surprisingly fast on a
bicycle, and a fast-moving child can be badly
hu1t if he or she isn ' t careful. To offset thi s
possibility and encourage bike safety among
youth, Kiwanians in Boise, Idaho, held a Bike
Safety Fair. The Kiwanians were wise: they
got the kids out by staging a race. Once there
for the race, the large turnout of children
attended safety clinics and learned about the
dangers of unsafe bicycle use and about the
ways to avoid accidents.
High school prom can be an exciting time for
young people, but it can also be dangerous if
they drink and drive. To keep tragedies at
bay, the Kiwanis Club of Boone, Iowa, staged
its 39th Annual Ki Hi Kapper project to
entertain prom-goers with fun activities during
prom night. The 1990 theme was "Las Vegas
Night." Five different casino activities were
set up following the prom. The high schoolers
were given play money to test their luck, and
when the casino activities halted at 2:30 a.m .,
they used their winnings to bid on more than
$800 worth of prizes. And still the fun went
on: music and dancing continued until the
crowning of the Kapper King and Queen at
5:00 a.m. More than 250 kids attended the Ki
Hi Kapper. All went home-tired, happy, and
safe.
The Kiwanis Club of Phoenix, Arizona,
became alarmed at a government report that
5,000 local school-age children were
homeless. The club realized that education
was nearly nonexistent for these children, so
the members targeted the community 's only
homeless shelter that provided schooling. The
club established the Schoolhouse Foundation,
obtained a larger facility for the school , and
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raised $20,000 in donations to remodel it. The
Kiwanians also persuaded the local school
district to "adopt" the facility and operate its
educational efforts; solicited $15,000 in
donations for a new playground; developed a
volunteer training program; created an
emergency clothing fund; formed a speaker's
bureau on homeless concerns; raised $25 ,000
to supplement donations ; and created an
endowment program. The club also plans to
underwrite programs in nutrition, counseling,
and family crisis services for the children and
their families .
Cuts in government funding jeopardized the
well-being of the Chi-Ho Children's Mansion
in Huntsville, Alabama, a temporary shelter
for children enduring a family tragedy. The
Kiwanis Club of Huntsville West was hungry
for a good project, and when they heard
desperate pleas for help, the Kiwanians
quickly committed to raising $10,000
annually for the Chi-Ho Mansion. The main
question was "how?" The club established the
Rocket City Classic Golf Tournament, in
which 116 golfers swung their clubs to get the
coveted Hole-in-One pri ze established by the
club and local merchants: a new sports car,
convertible, world cruise, or $15,000 in cash.
In its second year, the tournament yielded a
hefty $13,500 for the club to give to the
Chi-Ho Mansion.
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The members of the Kiwanis Club of
Circleville, Ohio, strongly believed they
could make a positive contribution to youth by
sponsoring Key Clubs and Builders Clubs.
The club has assisted both organizations with
dues and other expenses, interclubbed with

them, held special events in their honor, and
worked side by side with them on many
projects. This involvement, along with
sponsoring Key Clubbers to Hugh O' Brian
Youth (HOBY) seminars, helped one of the
Key Clubs earn first place in the International
Achievement Award for the Gold Division .
When a club has more than eight miles of
highway ditches to clean up, an extra
seventy-two pairs of Key Club and Circle K
hands come in ... handy. The Kiwanis Club
of The Sandhills in Moore County, North
Carolina, had launched an environmental
protection campaign and enlisted the help of
its hard-working sponsored youth groups.
The group of Kiwanians, Key Clubbers, and
Circle K'ers devoted 350 service hours filling
240 thirty-gallon trash bags with roadside
litter and placing 3,800 sorting containers for
recycling paper, glass, and aluminum
throughout the community.
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A state government education department
mandated that the Sheboygan, Wisconsin,
school district provide some type of leadership
training for students, but gave no funding with
which to accomplish this. Enter the Kiwanis
Club of Sheboygan, which had learned of the
dilemma. The club quickly offered what
proved to be the best answer: "Let us start a
Key Club and a Builders Club." The
Kiwanians garnered the help of the
Sheboygan Southwest Kiwanis club as a
co-sponsor and founded two Key Clubs to
fulfill the government mandate.
Publicity
works, as the
Kiwanis Club of
Festus-Crystal
City, Missouri,
will attest. The
Kiwanians helped
their Key Club
fund , create, and
distribute
literature on "Key
Clubbing" to high
school students. As a result, the Key Club
more than doubled its membership, leaping
from twenty-one members to forty-seven.
That kind of service power helped the Key
Clubbers and Kiwanians put on a successful
raffle to provide Christmas entertainment for
local nursing home residents.
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Like anyone else, elderly folks can use a
helping hand once in a while. The Kiwanis
Club of Eldora, Iowa, wanted to do
something to ensure the safety of elderly
persons who live alone, so the members
decided to install an RUOK (are you okay?)
system in the homes of those who wanted
them. The RUOK system is operated by a
computer that automatically phones specified
homes at a ce1tain hour. If there is no
response, the system dials again. If there is
still no response, a sheriff's deputy goes to the
home. The system was to cost the club
$7 ,000, but when the Iowa Light and Power
company learned of the project, it offered to
underwrite the entire start-up cost. The
sheriff's department agreed to have the system
installed at its offices, and the club pays the
monthly phone bill and the system ' s
maintenance. The system serves six towns,
and was so well received that the club was
awarded the Iowa Governor' s Volunteer
Award for outstanding community service.
You may have heard of Special Olympics,
but Golden Olympics? You bet. The Kiwanis
Club of Batavia, New York, sponsors the
Golden Olympics to uplift the self-esteem of
elderly persons and to provide recreation
through simple competitive games. The club
contacts nursing homes throughout western
New York to solicit candidates. The
Kiwanians provide lunch for as many as 800
folks who come to see if the old arm still has
what it takes. The club also sees to other
logistics, such as tables, chairs, and parking.
Participants compete in events such as nail
pounding, bowling, yarn balling, ring toss,
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horseshoes, sponge toss, hollering, and even a
wheel-chair race. Competitors receive blue,
red , and yellow ribbons in addition to trophies
and plaques awarded to the various nursing
homes represented. The net result, say the
Kiwanians. was much happiness, a sense or
accomplishment , and pleasant memories of a
clay worthwhile for all who attended.
Many elderly and economically
disadvantaged persons in Southlake,
Georgia, were in need of proper preventive
medical treatment due to rising costs,
transportation difficulties, and lack or
knowledge about resources available to them.
The Southlake Kiwanis club solicited the help
of a local Red
Cross chapter to
organize a
"health fair" at
the Southlake
Mall. Local
physicians
donated their
time and
expertise to
screen more than 500 people for blood
disorders, oral cancer, gout, high cholesterol,
diabetes, dental hygiene, kidney disease, and
other problems. The doctors provided
follow-up care for those who needed it. The
Kiwanians handled advertising, set-up,
registration, and follow-up support for each
examinee.
The Alzheimer's Disease Day Care Center
in San Luis Obispo, California, which
provides care for Alzheimer' s patients, needed
to be relocated to an existing government
facility and then enlarged. However, it lacked
the necessary resources. In response, the
~iwanis Club of San Luis Obispo De Los
Osos obtained one triple-wide house trailer
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and another single-wide trailer, and donations
of material and labor from a number of
contractors and utility companies. The club
moved the two new trailers to the new
property and helped carpenters construct a
breezeway between them. They also built
front and back decks, wheel chair ramps,
handrails, and a security fence. The
Kiwanians modified the doorways and
bathrooms for better accessibility and
provided a daybed for the Alzheimer' s
patients.
In an effort to build self-esteem among the
mentally handicapped, the Kiwanis Club of
Hammonton, New Jersey, sponsored a
Special Olympics team bowling competition
so that winners could move on to the state
competition. The mayor of Hammonton
opened the event for a whopping 210
participants who entered the competition to
test their bowling skills. A local restaurant
donated food and beverages, and the club
provided to each entrant T-shirts emblazoned
with the Special Olympics and Kiwanis logos.
The top scorers received prizes donated by the
club.
To offset the wide-spread belief that the
mentally handicapped cannot play a
meaningful role in society , the Kiwanis Club
of Warrington, Florida, worked with the
Association of Retarded Citizens of Escambia
County to found an Aktion club-a service
club for the mentally handicapped, sponsored
and organized by a Kiwanis club. As part of
its many activities, the Aktion club raised
more than $300 for the Children ' s Miracle
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Network Telethon. The Kiwanians report that
the self-esteem and leadership roles of the
Aktion members have greatly increased.
A man who wanted to find help for
homeless mentally and physically
handicapped persons had the good fortune of
knocking on the door of the Kiwanis Club of
Andes, Colombia. After listening to the
man ' s plea for assistance, the club located a
four-story building where the homeless
handicapped now are housed and provided
with food , clothing, recreation , and medical
care. One of the floors is called " Kiwanis
Hall ," which includes a chapel. The project
has been so successful that others are coming
forward from surrounding communities to
examine how it works, so that other homes for
the handicapped can be founded .
For a person suffering from severe trauma,
treatment within the first hour is critical for
minimizing the effects of the injury. So, when
the Kiwanis Club of Attleboro,
Massachusetts, was approached by a local
hospital for help in purchasing a helicopter
landing pad, the members organized a "Lift
for Life" project. The club formed a
committee to obtain the necessary permits and
develop a strategy. The club held several fund
raisers over a one-year period to meet the
$120,000 expense of the project. The helipad
is now used four to eight times per month, and
has been credited with saving many lives.
A recent report on the mortality rate in
Matoaka, West Virginia, prompted members
of the Matoaka Kiwanis club to get involved
with the Planned Approach To Community
Health (PATCH) to lessen the instances of
death. The club obtained the cooperation of
several community groups and Key Clubs to
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form projects such as Project Lean , Project
Graduation , and Students Against Drunk
Driving. The PATCH program provides
activities, education, and health information to
students, young adults, and senior citizens.
The club built a fitness trail and volleyball
court to promote exercise and curtai I diseases
caused by sedentary lifestyles. The club has
also held a
number of
health
screenings for
students to
check
cholesterol
levels and
preempt future
health problems
in youth.

A large number
of immigrants in
the San
Bernadino,
California, area
were restrained
by language barriers and a lack of knowledge
from obtaining proper health care. The
Kiwanis Club of Greater San Bernadino
staged a health fair with ten community
agencies in a predominantly Hispanic area so
that adults and children could be immunized
and have their blood pressure checked. More
than 2,000 immigrants were examined by
medical professionals.
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Because of a lack of funding , a ward of the
University Hospital of the West Indies had
been non-operational for three years. The
hospital, which is the Caribbean's foremost
medical school, stood to lose its accreditation
with the Medical Council of the United
Kingdom. In addition, patients needing the
specialty services provided by the ward could
not obtain treatment without going abroad.
The Kiwanis Club of Liguanea Saint
Andrew, Jamaica, found that a refurbishing
of the ward would allow it to be re-opened,
and started planning "Operation Face Lift."
The club engaged the services of a building
consultant, an interior decorator, an all-female
Kiwanis club, and 200 Key Clubbers to paint
beams, columns, ceilings, and walls; clean and
restore incubators for anemic babies; and
repair broken furniture. The Kiwanians spent
$130,000 and 1,000 service hours on the
project. A delegation from the UK Medical
Council inspected the facilities, and as a result
of the work by the Kiwanians and Key
Clubbers , the hospital's accreditation was
renewed.
How can a Kiwanis club provide
entertainment for 218,000 people and glean
$100,000 to give to charity-all in one event?
Ask the Kiwanis Club of Montgomery,
Alabama. The club invested 10,000 service
hours staging the South Alabama State Fair, a
thirty-six year-old extravaganza that brings
back the old fair-going days where
agricultural, livestock, educational, and
scientific exhibitions provide enjoyment for
all. The club gave away more than $41,000
worth of prizes for the various competitions.
Each day of the fair featured a different
theme, such as Handicapped Day,
International Day, and Kindergarten Day. On
each of these days, admission and concessions
were free for the special guests. The club also
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gave away a$ I0,000 scholarship for
excellence in home economics.
When the Kansas Foodbank Warehouse
approached the Kiwanis Club of Wichita,
Kansas, for help with their annual rood drive,

it had no idea of just how much help it would
get. The Foodbank's goal was to top its
previous record of 90,000 pounds of food by
collecting I 00,DOO pounds. After enlisting the
club's help, more than 135,000 pounds of
non-perishable food were collected. Because
of the club's brilliant use of the media and
solicitation of more than ninety businesses,
$I 0,000 cash was al so turned over to the
Foodbank. The Foodbank estimates that more
than 70,000 needy people will benefit from
the club's effort.
A basic necessity of survival is shelter, yet
many low-income persons must do without it.
The Kiwanis Club of West Topeka, Kansas,
resolved to help alleviate housing problems
among the disadvantaged by participating in
Habitat for Humanity, a nonprofit program
that constructs homes for the homeless. Prior
to the building of the home, a needy person or
family is selected to receive the house. That
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person or family must participate in the
home ' s construction and establish a financial
plan to pay for it. The Kiwanians purchased
materials and helped build two homes by
using their carpentry, plumbing, electrical,
painting, plastering, and concrete-laying
skills. The club was so enthused by the
project that it plans to construct more homes
in the future.
Though concerned about current ecological
problems, the citizens of Roanoke, Indiana,
were not recycling their trash because they
had no place to take their recyclable waste.
Their landfills were almost at capacity, so the
Roanoke Kiwanis club decided to help by
participating in several community-wide
"R Days." The Kiwanians sent out flyers to
businesses and placed advertisements in the
newspapers to promote the project. Local
businesses donated dump trucks for the
door-to-door effort. The Kiwanians also
established drop-off sites where citizens could
sort their refuse into color-coded barrels. The
Kiwanians took their collected recyclables to
recycling centers, where the refuse was
exchanged for cash. The club spent the
proceeds on new playground equipment for
the town park.
To teach youth about the importance of
environmental protection, the Kiwanis Club of
Toledo Tama, Ohio, enlisted local school
children in a tree-planting project. The
Kiwanians and kids planted hundreds of trees
near school grounds, parks, and community
buildings. But that was not all: the club joined
forces with the local fire department to collect
and safely dispose of toxic wastes from homes
throughout the community.
A city-owned piece of land in Boynton
Beach, Florida, that had been on the
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Chamber of Commerce's "I isl of eyesores" ror
many years was the largel of lhe Boynton
Beach Sunrisers' Earth Day project. The
club worked wilh lhe parks deparlmenl, lhe
local Sierra Club chapter, and the Garden
Club lo transform the lillered and lifeless
piece of beach inlo a beautiful park. The
Kiwanians and their helpers planted lrees and
shrubs lo keep sand from blowing through lhe
air. The city of Boynton Beach officially
dubbed it "The Kiwanis-Sierra Club Park."
The Mississippi Gulf Coast area had an
extraordinary amount of trash, members of the
Gulfport, Mississippi, Kiwanis club
noted-so much trash , in fact, that it was
damaging to the environment and to the
community ' s sense of civic pride. The club
launched a city-wide campaign to create
awareness and then turn that awareness into
action. The Kiwanians made wise use of the
media, civic groups, and public authorities.
On a continuing basis, they published public
service announcements and articles in the
newspaper, aired PSAs on television,
advertised on billboards, erected street signs,
mailed thousands of letters, and gave away
thousands of bumper stickers-all urging
citizens to adopt streets and neighborhoods for
regular clean-up and not to litter. The mayor
and the state governor issued proclamations
supporting the campaign. Soon, nearly every
city, civic, and social organization and agency
became actively involved with the program.
The campaign was contagious, and soon had
been "picked up" in other nearby
communities.
Famed the world over for its unequalled
natural diversity, Australia is home to a
number of rare and extraordinary types of
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fauna . To preserve and create awareness of
the unique floral heritage, the Kiwanis Club of
Tea Tree Gully in South Australia created a
nature walk within the Callitras Flora and
Fauna Reserve. The club, in partnership with
the reserve ' s personnel, worked tirelessly to
create new, strategically placed pathways,
remove old fencing and rubbish, and create
and place signs identifying plants of particular
interest. The club also purchased and planted
additional native flora.
Central Kitsap, Washington, is a
fast-growing area located on Puget Sound. An
environmental report noted that the water
quality of Puget Sound near central Kitsap
was deteriorating rapidly due to unrestricted
waste-disposal methods from construction
sites. The Kiwanis Club of Central Kitsap in
Silverdale decided that water-quality controls
needed to be upgraded in proportion to the
community ' s growth rate. The club not only
wanted to improve on existing regulations,
they also wanted to reverse the damage
already done. The club worked with several
public and private agencies to have an
environmentally damaging bridge replaced.
The club also reported a number of violations
by area industry, one of which was so severe
that the business was fined $25,000. The
county government donated the fine to the
club, which immediately invested in two
salmon-raising facilities that will spawn about
I million salmon each , thus replenishing the
salmon population killed by pollutants. This
project, done in cooperation with a local
Native American Squamish community and
the US Navy, moved into the classroom ,
where children were taught the dangers of
pollution and the benefits of environmental
safety.
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A remote school in northern Thailand was
without the means to provide students with
skills that could improve job opportunities.
Nuns of a convent school advised the Kiwanis
Club of Burnside, Australia, that young Thai
students would benefit most in this area by
learning English as a second language and by
developing typing skills. Since the school had
no electricity, an alternative other than
electronic equipment was necessary. The club
gathered as many manual typewriters as they
could find, all in good working order, and
shipped them off to the Thai school. Of
course, international shipping creates a good
deal of reel tape, but the Kiwanians cut
through it easily and were able to ship the
cargo at no cost. They were not done yet,
however. In order to teach the young Thai
students the English language, the Kiwanians
and several Key Clubbers purchased a series
of children ' s reading books, organized by
grade and accompanied with audio cassettes
that follow the stories in the books.
When "The Wall " came down in eastern
Europe, the world celebrated. None outside
the iron curtain celebrated any harder than the
Netherlands, where the Kiwanis Club of
Waalwijk De Langstraat immediately
sought ways to help the people in these newly
accessible lands. Upon learning of the
shortages and suffering of the people of
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Romania, the club resolved to do something
for the Romanian children. "But how?" they
asked. The Dutch Kiwanians were a thousand
miles away, and had a strict rule never to "just
send money. " Since the Kiwanians could not
go to Romania, they decided to bring
Romania to them. Through a Dutch business
contact in Romania, the club arranged for a
group of forty children to be sent via bus, but
the club ran into wall after wall of paperwork
in its attempt to get the children through
several countries to the Netherlands. After
much difficulty, a Red Cross plane was
scheduled to fly the children. The Romanian
children were welcomed by a huge crowd
consisting of politicians, government agents,
the media, and a marching band. The children
enjoyed two weeks of exploring the width and
breadth of the Netherlands. The Kiwanians
spent more than $20,000 on the project.
International students come from all corners
of the globe to attend college in Atlanta,
Georgia, but many never have the opportunity
to interact with Americans in a family setting.
To create more awareness about the dynamics
of Americans and to supplement international
students' complete educational experience, the
Kiwanis Club of Galleria-Atlanta launched a
"welcoming" project of "adopting" students
and involving them in the American family
experience. Students were invited to dinners
and outings, and participated in Thanksgiving
and the American version of Christmas. The
club reports positive feelings were
strengthened for both students and Kiwanians,
and that long-lasting friendships were made.
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A Veteran's Administration Hospital
chaplain ' s prayers were answered when the
Kiwanis Club of Allen Park, Michigan,
stepped in to lend volunteer support during
chapel services and patient visits. The
Kiwanians distribute chapel bulletins to
patients ' rooms and help the patients get to
and from the chapel. Each month, the club
purchases a large amount of coffee and donuts
for an after-services snack for the patients.
The club also bought a $900 piano for the
chapel and donated several hundred dollars
more to upgrade the chaplain ' s computer
equipment.
To support the spiritual aims of its
community, the Kiwanis Club of Barefoot
Bay, Florida, thought the best course of
action would be to let the public know where
services could be found. The club began
mapping out a directory of churches,
synagogues, and other temples of worship,
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and the services offered by each. The club
embarked on the project first by visiting a
number of different religious facilities to
create a new listing or to update existing
information.
Once the
directories were
written and
printed, the club
publicized their
availability and
distributed them
to businesses,
hotels, and places
of worship.
Members of
the Kiwanis Club
of Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, strongly believed
that church attendance strengthens a
community's cohesiveness. The club also
believed it had a responsibility to contribute.
The Kiwanians decided to promote and
encourage church attendance by creating
refrigerator magnets. The magnets, which
were given to churches for distribution, read
"Looking for nourishment? Attend your
church-A reminder from the Kiwanis Club
of Wauwatosa." The magnets now cling to
more than 2,000 refrigerators throughout
Wauwatosa.
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Queens, New York, is the site of the Catholic
Guardian School for physically handicapped
children ages one through five; a school the
Kiwanis Club of Lefferts-Liberty helped
purchase. The school had been renting its
building, but the lease was soon to expire.
School officials wanted to purchase it but
lacked the funds. Enter the Kiwani s club,
which told them: "Give us a few months.
We'll come up with a couple of good fund
raisers." The Kiwanians sent out hundreds of
letters asking people to donate money in the
name of a loved one. For a $100 dollar
donation , a silver plaque shaped like a child ' s
foot was installed in a hallway of the school.
Donations of $250 and $500 received bronze
and gold plaques, respectively. Those
donating larger amounts were honored with
larger special plaques. The club also
sponsored a candy drive and a dinner-dance.
When all was said and done, the club turned
over more than $22,000 to the school ,
enabling it to purchase the building.
Alarmed by the low literacy rate in its area,
the Kiwanis Club of East Fort Bend County,
Texas, began supporting the local Literacy
Volunteers of America project. What the
project needed most was funding, so the club
staged a "Sticky Wicket Croquet
Tournament." The club secured a local
football field to set up sixteen regulation-sized
croquet courts. Local businesses donated
prizes and a Key Club sold refreshments.
Tickets were $25 for adults and $ l 0 for
students, which gleaned more than $3,700 for
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the Iiteracy project. More than I00 people
stood on the field swinging clubs in both
amateur and professional competitions from
8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The croquet equipment
was donated by a local sporting goods store.
The Kiwanians contacted the "Guiness Book
of World Records ," as they believed it was the
largest group of wooden-ball clackers to ever
assemble in one place at the same time.
The Kiwanis Club of Six Points Corpus
Christi, Texas, was the apple of the Ada
Wilson Hospital 's eye. The hospital , which
specializes in helping the physically
handicapped , was in dire need of funding.
The club decided to sell apples to raise funds
for the hospital ' s Infant Opportunity Center.
And sell they did. The club ordered 80,000
pounds of apples from Washington state.
They sold all forty tons, and the demand was
so great that the club ordered an additional
four tons and sold them, too. The Kiwanians
promoted the sale through television and
newspaper announcements. When the apple
frenzy concluded, the club turned over more
than $17 ,000 to the Ada Wilson Hospital.
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