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INTRODUCTIO 
For 75 years, Kiwanians have translated the Objects of 
Kiwanis International into daily actions as they work ... 

To give primacy to the human and spiritual, rather 
than to the material values of life. 

Kiwanians cm·efor the handicapped, the sick and 
the elderly; give food and clothing to the needy; 
promote events of lasting value, such as Family Day 
and Kids' Day. 

To encourage the daily living of the Golden Rule in 
all human relationships. 

Kiwanians display thei·r concemfo?' others by thei1· 
generous contributions of time and mone'IJ. TheJ'I 
believe that the motto "We Build" means building 
people and relationships, as weU as lwspital wings 
and parks. 

To promote the adoption and the application of 
higher social, business, and professional standards. 

Kiwanians suppo1·t sponsm·ed youth groups and 
pa?·ticipate in mentoring, shadowing, and 
leadership p1·ograms aimed at guiding young people 
toward high ideals, thereby pelpetuating their own. 

To develop, by precept and example, a more 
intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable citizenship. 

Kiwanians educate others on local and worldwide 
concerns. TlleiJ work togetllel' with the K-Family and 
othel· service organizations in the spi?·it of 
community. 

To provide, through Kiwanis clubs, a practical 
means to form enduring friendships, to render 
altruistic service, and to build better commwlities. 

Kiwanians value the feUowship that characterizes 
Kiwanis clubs. The'IJ turn happy doUars and 
pancakes into medical equipment, Special Olympics 
events, and Terrific Kids. 

To cooperate in creating and maintaining that 
sound public opinion and high idealism, which 
make possible the increase of righteousness, 
justice, patriotism, and good will. 

From pmjects that celebrate local m· national events, 
to the Intel-national Friendship exchange p1·ogram, 
Kiwanians promote citizenship and intel-national 
relations. 

The stories in this booklet, selected from hundreds of 
contributions made by Kiwanians in the past year, 
reflect the Objects that have made Kiwanis strong for 
three quarters of a century. Members in 73 nations join 
together to carry out the Kiwanis ideals. 
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COMMUNITY 
SERVICES 

nity 

Recycling, to extend the life of their local 
landfill, is a major project of the Kiwanis Club-of 
Tillamook, Oregon. The club secured a centrally 
located facility that could be used as a recycling 
depot and. built a large loading dock and ramp. 
Members brought in three 32-foot trailers to 
collect newsprint and two 20-yard metal 
dumpsters to collect cardboard and magazines. 
The club set up a booth at the county fair and 
distributed information on recycling to thousands 
of visitors. Newspapers carried weekly notices, 
and the utility company inserted a publicity flier 
into every resident's electric bill. 

Once established, the program became self
supporting. With the club's help, a local sheltered 
workshop purchased a baler that provides full
time work for three people. The club also 
established three satellite depots that are now 
operated by other community service groups. 

Kiwanians, Key Club and Builders club 
members work together to keep the donation 
area clean. Kiwanians worked 1,075 hours during 
the past year, and community recycling has more 
than doubled. 

In Manitoba, the Kiwanis Club of Gimli and 
District supports three major community events. 
The club organizes the annual Christmas concert 
that features 200 participants, and nearly a 
thousand people attend. A local cable company 
tapes the free concert for repeated viewing 
during the holidays. Kiwanians provide 
transportation to handicapped and elderly 
people. 

The club also arranges a two-week talent 
festival each year. Under the direction of a 
community cultural committee, Kiwanians secure 
local facilities, handle stage set ups, transport 
instruments, ensure proper seating for 
participants and spectators, and provide trophies 
for the major competitions. 
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And, following the club's feasibility study, the 
community formed the Multi-Cultural Festival 
Committee to stage a major event that would give 
ethnic groups an opportunity to display their 
heritage. The result was a three-day festival 
attended by more than 2,000 people. Ten 
countries were represented, and ethnic foods, 
songs and dances, displays and demonstrations 
entertained the spectators. 

The city of Parsons, Kansas, lost more than 
3,000 trees to Dutch Elm disease in recent years, 
and a community analysis showed that parks, 
schools, hospitals, and other public areas needed 
to be replanted. 

The project's long-range planning committee 
found that the National Arbor Day Foundation 
was a good source for purchasing trees. The 
planting and watering committee held three work 
parties to plant 750 trees, and then watered 
through the summer drought. Key Clubbers, 
Circle K members, and Scout troops joined 
Kiwanians in their efforts. Homeowners and 
businesses also contributed time and money to 
this project that will benefit the community for 
generations to come. 

The city's Engineering and Parks Departments 
helped the Kiwanis Club of Kishwaukee 
De Kalb, Dlinois, design a pathway that would 
connect city parks. Local attorneys donated legal 
services to acquire the necessary easements and 
rights of way. All that remained to be done was 
lots of hard work to construct the path and repay 
$18,000, borrowed to finance the project. 

The project's magnitude rallied the club to 
great heights of service and fellowship. Four 
major fund raisers and 1,584 service hours later, 
the community had a nature trail for bird 
watchers and wild life enthusiasts. Hundreds of 
bikers and joggers use the paved and landscaped 
pathway daily. 

The sign at its entrance reads, "Kiwanis Park." 
Kiwanians borrowed money for the land in 1978, 
and this year they deeded the park to the city of 
Leonard, Texas. Over the past eleven years, the 
club has added baseball fields, a concession 
stand with restrooms, a fence, and lighting. The 
club has put more than $35,000 into the park to 
build a hub of wholesome activity. 
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The spirit and enthusiasm were akin to that of 
frontier settlers when a barn raising was held. 
That's how members of the Kiwanis Club of 
Southlake, Clayton County, Georgia, felt when 
they worked with Habitat for Humanity to make 

· horne ownership a reality for a needy family. 
Habitat for Humanity and Kiwanis club 
committees supervised initial planning. Then they 
were joined enthusiastically by other local clubs, 
vendors, and county officials who provided 
money, materials, and labor to build a small 
horne. The program, which requires that the 
designated new homeowner help both financially 
and in the actual construction, enlists community 
support to address the problem of housing for the 
needy. 

Since a food pantry was already well 
established by a local church in Burlington 
Junction, Missouri, Kiwanians looked for 
another way to serve the area's needy. Members 
decided on a gift that is practical, economical, 
and usable for a long period of time-blankets. A 
local retail store sold blankets to the club at half 
price, and on Christmas morning, Kiwanians 
delivered them to families whose names had been 
provided by the Ministerial Alliance. Shortly after 
Christmas, the club gave more blankets to a 
family when fire destroyed their horne. 

Members of ten Kiwanis clubs, representing 
three divisions in the Rocky Mountain District, 
drove vans, trucks, station wagons, and campers 
to pick up donated bedding and clothing for the 
Fifth Annual Great Colorado Winter Warm Up. 
The Enablers, a caring connection between the 
community's resources and its needs, solicited 
public donations through the media. A cleaning 
company, whose 17 stores served as collection 
sites, attached Warm Up fliers to all dry cleaning 
and laundry processed during the two weeks 
before the drive. Kiwanians delivered an 
estimated 10,000 items to a central location, 
where other volunteers sorted them and ananged 
for final distribution to needy people through 
some 50 churches and service organizations. 
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Besides long-term projects, members of the 
Golden K Hendersonville, North Carolina, 
Kiwanis club enjoy working on a variety of short
term service activities and keep their time 
flexible so that they can help as needs arise. 
Organizations throughout the area have learned 
that they're the group to call for prompt 
assistance. 

Projects-of-the-month have included helping 
with: a county youth horne, the YMCA fund drive, 
a gift wrapping service, the Red Cross 
bloodmobile, moving furniture for a widow, 
school placement tests, the Cancer Society 
daffodil sale, walk-a-thon registration, and a 
library book sale. 

A course of treatment with a physiotherapist is 
far too expensive for many residents of Palmira, 
Colombia. As a result, permanent disabilities 
develop in premature babies and injured adults 
when these problems are easily preventable. The 
Kiwanis Club of Palmira solved this problem by 
obtaining an unused room in the local hospital, 
securing basic physiotherapy equipment, and 
contracting with a physiotherapist to work four 
hours a day. The club paid for the set-up· costs 
from its treasurey. Now, endowments for the 
program and partial payments from patients 
meet all current financial needs. In the past year, 
378 adults and 56 newborns have been helped in 
a total of 2,243 sessions. 
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Kiwanians in Swift Current, Saskatchewan, 
joined with the community college to organize a 
Suicide Prevention Program. First, members 
arranged seminars where doctors, nurses, 
ministers, lawyers, teachers, and social workers 
learned from experienced professionals how to 
counsel others. Then, the Kiwanians organized 
meetings for parents and the general public. 
These groups were taught to recognize suicidal 
tendencies in family members, friends, co
workers, and neighbors-and how to respond if 
they received a signal. 

The club spent some $3,000 for instruction and 
materials, and members think the seminars 
played an important part in decreasing suicides 
from twelve in one year to none the next. 

Lake Tahoe, California, Kiwanians joined 
with federal, state, and local fire agencies to 
organize a campaign that promoted public 
awareness of fire danger to surrounding forests 
and communities. The club provided start-up 
funding, and local businesses added their support 
to a program aimed at making every resident, 
tourist, hiker, and camper a walking billboard for 
fire safety. 

"I'm concerned!," read the message on twenty 
thousand lapel buttons, 10,000 bumper stickers, 
100,000 litter bags, and 2,000 posters. Hundreds of 
thousands of grocery bags carried a similar 
message to homes and campsites. Celebrities 
joined the effort by recording public service 
announcements. "Pluggie," the club's fire hydrant 
robot, appeared at schools and shopping centers 
to present fire danger messages. 

Other service organizations added to the club's 
2,000 service hours in this major effort to save 
lives and preserve forests. 

In the Philippines, Kiwanians began a project 
that they hope is never completed. In Pasay City, 
70 percent of the people live in poverty, and 
houses are made of scrap wood and cardboard. 
The Kiwanis Club of Pasay South took measures 
to prepare for potential destruction of the 
community by fire or flood. 
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Kiwanians solicited food and clothing, and 
stored the items in the club's warehouse. Club 
committees were instructed on what to do in 
case of an emergency and are prepared to 
provide immediate help without additional 
instructions. The club also allocated money for 
medicine that would be needed if disaster strikes. 

When couriers were needed to transport 
donated eye tissue from the local hospital to the 
Cleveland Eye Bank, the Kiwanis Club of Berea, 
Ohio, responded. Seventeen Kiwanians 
volunteered to make runs. A work schedule was 
established, and the first call came at 2:30 a.m. on 
the iciest night of the winter! Club members are 
happy to make the two-hour trip that helps save 
sight- regardless of the weather. 

By pushing a button on the wireless 
transmitter of a Personal Emergency Response 
System, elderly and handicapped people who live 
alone can summon help quickly. The Kiwanis 
Club of Colebrook, New Hampshire, contacted 
local agencies to find people who needed the 
emergency system. Members installed some 20 
units and continue to handle trouble calls and 
routine maintenance. The club has a special fund 
for those who are not able to purchase or lease a 
transmitter. 

the 

Special Olympians, parents, and coaches 
traveled from all over the state of New Jersey 
to attend the first annual Special Olympics 
Saltwater Fishing Competition, hosted by the 
Kiwanis Club of Cape May. 

More than a hundred Kiwanians and other 
community residents provided housing the night 
before the competition. Local T-shirt shops gave 
shirts and hats to each participant. Some 100 
charter boat captains donated their boats, fuel, 
and time, and a fishing supply company 
contributed 200 rods and reels. The U.S. Coast 
Guard monitored boat traffic, radio 
communications, and provided standby medical 
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teams on their boats and helicopter. All 
provisions for box lunches and the picnic that 
followed the event were donated by local 
restaurants and markets. Church groups and civic 
organizations were on hand to cook and serve the 
food. While the picnic and awards ceremony took 
place, the local fish cleaner filleted, iced, and 
packaged about 3,500 pounds of fish the Special 
Olympians had caught during the day. 

Deep sea fishing was an exciting new 
experience for most of the special competitors, 
and all participants received an award. Special 
Olympics International monitored the day's 
events. 

The standard wheelchair is designed as a 
means of mobility, not as a seat for extended 
periods. At the request of a local horne for the 
aged, the Kiwanis Club of Pembroke, Ontario, 
purchased equipment that improves wheelchair 
comfort-modular seats and backs, and head-, 
neck-, arm- and foot-rests . A program, now named 
the Kiwanis Seating Clinic and located in the 
nursing horne, installs the equipment to improve 
weight distribution, respiration, and the general 
health of wheelchair users. The service is staffed 
by a doctor, an occupational therapist, and a 
seating technician. A person of any age who has a 
disability affecting seating posture is eligible to 
be fitted. In fact, Canadian health officials require 
that individuals who need wheelchairs and 
related seating accessories be seen by an 
authorized seating clinic before financial 
assistance will be given. The local clinic provides 
that convenient service. 

For many people, dog is still man's best friend. 
Happy Canine Helpers (HCH) trains dogs to help 
handicapped people ef\ioy a more independent 
life, with an emphasis on their spiritual, 
emotional, and psychological well being. 
Although the cost of a trained animal is about 
$4,200, HCH does not charge the recipients. The 
organization receives no state or federal funds, 
but depends upon contributions. Members of the 
Bridgeport, West Virginia, Kiwanis club 
decided to promote the program in their 
community in order to help a crippled young lady. 

The local newspaper publicized the need for 
money, and the local television station 
interviewed the club president, the recipient, and 
the founder of HCH. Kiwanians also invited the 
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program's founder to the district mid-year 
convention, where she gave a slide presentation 
and dog demonstration to members throughout 
the district. The club raised the $4,200-and the 
young lady now lives independently with her own 
happy canine helper. 

One Friday night every month, some 70 
physically and mentally handicapped adults in 
Medford, Massachusetts, enjoy a social evening 
together. Monthly events, designed to develop 
self-confidence and social graces, include 
Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Valentine dances, 
old fashioned trolley rides, Christmas sightseeing 
and caroling, bingo nights, and make-your-own 
ice cream sundaes. The highlight of the year, the 
Guys and Dolls Prom, is a formal affair complete 
with tuxedos, gowns, flowers, dinner, and king 
and queen selection. The event is videotaped, and 
copies may be purchased. The Medford Kiwanis 
club has completely financed and supervised the 
program for 20 years! 

It would work with many games-in Victoria, 
Australia, it was cricket. The Kiwanis Club of 
Melbourne-Mid City arranged a cricket match 
between the blind and the sighted. Members 
contacted the Blind Cricketeers Association to 
locate participants. Then, they organized the 
match and a family barbecue, and provided 
prizes. The handicapped participants 
experienced the exhilaration of sporting 
competition, and Kiwanians developed great 
appreciation for the problems of the blind. 

The first greenhouse built by the West 
Bradenton, Florida, club was a tremendous 
success at a school for the handicapped. Club 
members realized a greenhouse could also help 
learning-impaired people, youth in need of 
vocational training, and those who simply needed 
discipline and pride in accomplishment. It was 
cle~ that a number of other possible sites for 
greenhouses existed in the community. The club 
had the expertise, and the members made a 
commitment to provide the manpower. Once the 
club found funding from local businesses, it was 
ready to build. Within the year, the club built two 
more greenhouses, one for the Palmetto Boys 
Club and another for Manatee High school. These 
projects have required some 1,283 hours and 
$19,786. 
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One sandwich for the weekend isn't much, but 

for the Kiwanis Club of Uptown Las Vegas, 
Nevada, it's a step in the right direction. In that 
community, as in many others, the Meals on 
Wheels program does not provide meals for the 
weekends. The club donates $60 every month to a 
local organization that prepares food. The 
monthly contribution pays for sandwiches that 
are delivered to the homes of the 350 Meals on 
Wheels participants every Friday, along with their 
regular meal. Many club members also help 
prepare the sandwiches each week. 

Meals aren't all that are on wheels in 
Independence, Missouri. Kiwanians there 
provide the delivery system for the Books on 
Wheels program, established by the public library. 
At every Kiwanis club meeting, members find six 
bags, each containing three books. With each bag 
is a card listing the name and address of a senior 
citizen. Members deliver the bags, then pick them 
up and bring them back to the next meeting, 
where the project coordinator has six new cards 
waiting. The library rotates the books and 
supplies the names. 

In another project that helps the elderly, the 
club works with the local hospital. The hospital 
organizes routes, names, addresses, destinations, 
and even provides vehicles. Kiwanis drivers 
volunteer to take seniors to the doctor's office, 
the hospital, pharmacy, or grocery. 

In Australia, the Kiwanis Club of Rostrevor
Campbelltown gives a special Mother's Day treat 
to elderly ladies in local nursing homes. The club 
gets lists of recipients from the homes, then 
orders flowers and determines delivery routes. 
The night before delivery, Kiwanians and spouses 
trim and bag the small white chrysanthemums, 
and on Mother's Day they deliver a flower to each 
lady. 

Dogs, cats, and guinea pigs are regular visitors 
at nursing homes in North Miami Beach, 
Florida. The Kiwanis club and its Key Clubbers 
take the special guests, and enjoy watching the 
bond that forms between human and animal. The 
visits are a treat for the elderly, many of whom 
owned animals for many years but can no longer 
keep pets. 
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Delta Society, a national organization that 
serves as a resource for programs that use 
animals in therapy, helped the club establish 
the program. 

In Georgia, "pot parties" took on a whole new 
meaning for members of the Smyrna-Golden K 
Kiwanis club when they grew tomato plants for 
the elderly. Members surveyed senior citizens' 
associations and local churches, and found that 
they needed 2,000 plants. In a club member's 
greenhouse, Kiwanians put seeds in plastic trays 
and placed them under "grow" lights. To keep the 
project manageable, planting was scheduled so 
that no more than 300 would be ready at a time. 
When the plants were large enough, members 
transplanted them into styrofoam cups. The 
young plants were distributed at senior citizens' 
clubs, churches, nursing homes, and on the Meals 
on Wheels route. Seven hundred fifty people 
benefited from the club's investment of $86, and 
members enjoyed their work time together. 

The land and equipment for a senior citizens' 
exercise trail were funded by a nursing horne and 
the township. What Newtown, Pennsylvania, 
needed was physical assistance in preparing the 
property and installing equipment. Kiwanians 
spent many months designing and laying out 
trails that were suitable for elderly people. Then, 
they rented a cement mixer and mixed 3,500 
pounds of concrete to stabilize 14 pieces of 
equipment. "Built like fortresses!" reported the 
inspector. Residents of 14 nursing and retirement 
homes will use the exercise trail. 
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On a Saturday morning in June, flags waved, a 
military band played, a color guard paraded, the 
Star Spangled Banner rang loud and clear, and an 
officer of the armed forces gave a patriotic 
message to the 3,000 people in attendance. The 
Kiwanis Club of Sanford, North Carolina, 
organized the community event to honor the 
American flag and the freedom that it symbolizes. 

In the weeks before the special tribute, 
Kiwanians sold flags and asked teachers to stress 
the history of the American flag in their classes. 
On celebration day, they distributed miniature 
flags to all attendees. National and state 
congressmen, the governor, and other public 
officials sent letters of support. Planned by the 
club to celebrate U.S. Flag Day on June 14, the 
event was scheduled, by special proclamation, for 
Saturday, June 11, so that children could attend 
with their families. 

Kiwanians in Auburn, Alabama, invited four 
other Kiwanis clubs to participate in the creation 
and production of the Uncle Sam Pageant of 
Flags. 

Choral and instrumental music formed the 
background for the 45-minute history of the 
nation. A flag display and a script written in 
poetry form told the stories of the writing of the 
Constitution, the events of the Civil War, the 
French gift of the Statue of Liberty, and World 
War I. Costumed characters acted the parts of 
Uncle Sam, George Washington, Betsy Ross, 
Sequoyah, Dolly Madison, Harriet Beecher Stowe, 
Abraham Lincoln, George Washington Carver, and 
Martin Luther King Jr. The finale featured Uncle 
Sam and the entire cast of 60 leading the 
audience in the Pledge of Allegiance, God Bless 
America, and the Star Spangled Banner. "And the 
rockets red glare ... " signaled the beginning of a 
fireworks display that concluded the pageant. 

The Auburn University Circle K club and ·close
order drill team joined in the production. 
Members of Key Clubs and high school bands 
throughout the division became the Minute Man 
Fife ana Drum Corps. Local businesses donated 
funds to support the program. 

The pageant, designed so that segments could 
be used independently, has been seen by more 
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than 30,000 people. Besides the complete 
presentation, portions have been presented at 
Kiwanis and Rotary meetings, and other 
community events. Elementary school teachers 
have requested that Uncle Sam make a visit to 
their classrooms. The program flourished amid 
letters of commendation and media coverage, and 
the club believes that the pageant will be 
repeated many times next year. 

In Atlanta, Georgia, some 1,500 high school 
students learned about voter registration and the 
democratic process, through educational 
meetings conducted by the Kiwanis Club of 
Government Walle Kiwanis members whose 
careers are in law and government met first with 
Key Club officers and the faculty adviser to 
establish support. Then Kiwanians and Key 
Clubbers organized meetings at the school, where 
speakers discussed the special right the students 
would receive at age 18. They explained the 
importance of exercising that right and how 
to register. 

In Colombia, the Kiwanis Club of 
Villavicencio-Centro organized activities for the 
area's ethnic groups and coordinated them into a 
parade of floats and peoples. Each group selected 
a queen, who rode on her respective float during 
the parade. All club members participated, and 
area businesses contributed financial support. 
Fifty thousand people watched the colorful 
spectacle that displayed regional and national 
identity. 
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YOUTH 
SERVICES 

Kiwanians are making the world a "funner" 
place for kids by establishing playgrounds where 
children can exercise their muscles and 
imagination, and the Kiwanis Club of Marrero 
West, Louisiana, takes the lead in this category. 
The club sponsored three playgrou..'ld projects 
last year. 

At the Boulevard School, equipment had been 
purchased, but never erected due to a shortage of 
manpower. Kiwanians spent one weekend 
righting the situation. Members were asked to 
help renovate worn equipment at a low-income 
housing project. This included pouring concrete, 
reconstructing equipment parts, painting, and 
mowing. The club installed equipment for a new, 
expanded playground at Boudreaux Middle 
School. Most items were secured through 
community donations, so expenses to the club 
were minimal. 

In Midland, Michigan, Kiwanis responded to a 
request for help from the Salvation Army for a 
playground that disadvantaged youth could use. 
With the help of members' expertise and 
donations from local businesses, the club 
designed, purchased, and constructed a first-class 
playground. The Salvation Army reports it is used 
by 20-25 children every day who would otherwise 
be playing in the streets. 

Members of the !riga City Kiwanis club in the 
Philippines were concerned about the future of 
underprivileged youth in the poor communities of 
San Francisco and San Nicolas. 

The club sponsored a study of martial arts and 
defense in cooperation with the Boy Scouts of 
Lega5pi City, volleyball competition, a bowling 
tournament, and co-sponsored a sports 
tournament with a local school. 

Members helped Operation Malnourished 
Children, a city program that distributes 
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powdered milk, candies, biscuits, and toys to 
needy families. They also supported free medical 
consultations, and Operation Circumcision in 
cooperation with a drug store. Among all this 
activity, the club's tradition of Christmas gifts to 
the poor was not overlooked. 

Members enlisted aid from local businesses in 
order to keep club expenses to a minimum and 
stretch available resources as far as possible. The 
club is proud to have received commendations 
from the city mayor for services rendered to the 
community. 

Kiwanis clubs have long sponsored summer 
baseball programs to help youth develop social 
skills and good sportsmanship through organized 
recreation. The Kiwanis Club of Ada, Oklahoma, 
began its program in 1975 by financing and 
constructing twa Little League fields, complete 
with bleachers, equipment storage, concession 
stand, ticket office, and parking. The club runs 
the entire Little League program, including hiring 
umpires, setting policies, registering teams, 
maintaining the grounds, and selling tickets and 
concessions. The club er\ioys full participation by 
members and hearty community support. 

ProvinCial Girl Guides of Christchurch, New 
Zealand, leased a large, barren area for a 
meeting place, which they hoped to eventually 
turn into a campground. A shelter was required to 
make the area usable during inclement weather. 
Girl Guides could supply the material, but not the 
manpower or knowledge necessary to erect the 
structure. Members of the Kiwanis Club of North 
West Christchurch donated their time, hands, 
and expertise to get the job done, from digging 
foundations to landscaping the completed facility. 
Girl Guides now have a facility that can be used 
for many generations of campers. 

The North West club also lent their services to 
Suzuki's Young Motorcyclist of the Year regional 
finals. By manning some activities, finding 
lodging for three contestants, and arranging a 
celebration event that featured dinner and 
entertainment, the club met all requests made by 
Suzuki. Club members were glad to help in this 
event that encourages safety on the roads. 
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Kiwanians of Lexington, Kentucky, were 

concerned about children from poor families 
attending school without warm clothes or good 
shoes. These children not only endured bad 
winter weather without proper protection, but 
often had to endure ridicule from their 
classmates as well. So the Blue Grass Kiwanis 
club established the Shoe Bank program. 

Montgomery Ward offered to supply shoes and 
fit the children during mornings before the store 
opened, and teachers identified students who had 
the greatest need for shoes. Members 
accompanied the children by the busload to the 
store, helped conduct them through the fittings , 
and settled with Montgomery Ward after the 
children had gone on to school. The Shoe Bank 
takes place each year during October and 
November so students can start the school year 
right. The club spent $5,400 last year for 500 pairs 
of shoes, and is so well known for the project, it 
helps them with member recruitment. 

The Kiwanis Club of Orem Golden K, Utah, 
has taken a similar project one step further for 
needy children in three elementary schools. The 
club paid for shoes, coats, socks, and clothing for 
more than 50 students, and provided eyeglasses 
to many whose vision problems prevented them 
from receiving an education. The club also 
donated funds toward family counseling for a 
troubled child, and purchased a couch for one 
school, where students can rest when they're not 
feeling well. Members feel that this project is the 
best way they can show their love and 
compassion for underprivileged children. 

The Kiwanis Club of Lake View, Chicago, 
lllinois, wanted to help improve conditions, 
morale, and student achievement at Lake View 
High School, a school troubled by gang problems, 
graffiti, and poor performance. A club committee 
met monthly with the school principal and 
discovered a number of ways the club could help. 

One member, who is publisher of the local 
paper, provided a monthly column to praise good 
aspects of the school. He also gave one student 
personal training in journalism. The club 
provided 211 gallons of paint and other materials 
to beautify school facilities and grounds. The 
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club started six scholarships to reward needy 
students wanting higher education. And, of 
course, the club established a Key Club, which 
then co-sponsored purchase of a new school 
marquee with the Kiwanis club. 

Both club members and school personnel feel 
Kiwanis efforts have helped give students a new 
sense of pride and a sense of belonging to a 
caring community. 

The Kiwanis Club of Goshen, Maple City, 
Indiana, has helped support three community 
day care centers since 1979. When it heard their 
latest need was for scrap paper, the club knew it 
had a ready solution. Two club members had 
access to virtually unlimited supplies of scrap 
paper and newsprint. Other members stacked the 
paper, cut it uniformly, and created packets of 
paper for drawing and coloring. This is an 
ongoing project the club will continue as long as 
possible. Not having to spend their limited funds 
on throw-away items allows the centers to 
address more important budget needs. 

Many children from low-income families have 
dental problems that could be prevented with 
good, regular care, such as brushing their teeth. 
These children may never see a dentist except 
during painful emergencies. Realizing this, 
Kiwanians in North Huntsville, Alabama, 
organized a free dental clinic for disadvantaged 
children and their parents that encouraged good 
dental hygiene and introduced the children to 
pleasant experiences with a dentist. 

Both children and parents were shown 
educational video programs, received free 
booklets, and were given instructions on proper 
brushing, flossing, and diet for healthy teeth. 
Each child received an oral hygiene kit that 
included a toothbrush, floss, and fluoride 
toothpaste. Other community agencies helped 
provide transportation for the children to come 
to the clinic. Parents asked for the clinic to be 
sponsored again next year. 

The Wood County Child Care Center, West 
Virginia, is a residence for youth, ages 7 to 18, 
who have committed minor law offenses or can't 
live at horne because of troubled conditions 
there. Kiwanians of the Fort Neal, Parkersburg, 
club were concerned that these youth had no 
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regular family unit, so members offered to 
become a "family away from home" for the 
young people. 

The club began by repainting each child's 
room, making them brighter and more cheerful. 
The club organized a weiner roast in October, 
complete with blazing bonfire and plenty of food. 
A city policeman brought his squad car and gave 
demonstrations of the equipment, showing the 
kids that the law could be their friend. Members 
distributed gifts during a Christmas party, and 
sponsored a game party for Easter; their Key 
Club joined Kiwanians for all parties. Kiwanians 
also repaired doors and walls in the building and 
obtained concrete at cost for a slab to establish a 
new basketball court. 

The Kiwanis Club of Jackson, Tennessee, is 
providing youth a first-hand look at one of the 
very real consequences of drug and alcohol 
abuse: ending up in jail. In the club's Don't Follow 
Me Program, inmates from the state prison, 
wearing prison uniforms and handcuffs, address 
student audiences in grades 6-12, to tell about 
their personal experiences with substance abuse 
and life in prison. The prisoners are trained to get 
their message across to young people, and the 
presentations have been well received. 

More than 3,000 young people heard the 
program last year, at a cost to the club far less 
than most prevention programs. Several schools 
have asked for Don't Follow Me to be an annual 
program. 

AIDS is very much in the forefront of many 
people's minds these days, both adults and youth. 
Several clubs are taking an active part to address 
the issue. 

In Horseshoe Bend, Arkansas, the Kiwanis 
club distributed literature to several schools, 
where it was eagerly accepted. The pamphlets, 
placed in high-traffic areas, disappeared quickly, 
and helped bring out questions from many 
students. Some schools have asked for more 
literature. The club also provided an educational 
videotape for students. 

Kiwanians of the Vero-Treasure Coast club in 
Florida, concerned that the school system was 
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hesitant to present AIDS education, began their 
own campaign. The club's AIDS Education 
Committee purchased the video the school board 
recommended, arranged for a doctor to attend 
viewings and answer questions, then publicized 
the availability of the program to other service 
clubs, PTAs, and churches. The club feels its 
campaign was a success. Another copy of the 
video was purchased for the community library, 
and the school system has agreed to begin AIDS 
education in the eighth grade. 

The AIDS project of the Kiwanis Club of 
Biscayne Bay, Miami, Florida, took a totally 
different direction. During a three-day project, 
members and their families purchased and 
wrapped Christmas gifts for 300 children being 
treated for AIDS at Miami Jackson Hospital. Due 
to the stigma attached to AIDS, Kiwanians felt 
these children have been ignored by most 
charitable groups. They wanted to do something 
to make the children's Christmas especially 
memorable. 

The Kiwanis Club of Yuma, Arizona, 
recognized a need to address teen-age suicide. 
The club purchased a videotape to present to 
high school youth in particular and the 
community at-large. Because of the sensitivity of 
the subject, presentation of the video and 
statistics, along with an informal question and 
answer session, were handled by a member who 
is a chaplain. Five hundred students and many 
civic organizations saw the presentation last year, 
resulting in a 50 percent increase in calls for help 
made to the local suicide hot line. 

The Kiwanis Club of Milwaukie, Oregon, 
realized that many needs never come to the 
attention of the club. So, a special liaison was 
appointed to work with school nurses, to learn 
year-round about needs the nurses discovered 
among the students. As a result, the club 
provided facial surgery, a high-resonance hearing 
device, several pairs of glasses, and physcial 
examinations. The children gained new self
confidence and were able to participate fully in 
school activities thanks to these contributions. In 
addition, club members were called upon to act 
as role models, to sponsor a drug education 
program, and to help a family in which the father 
had lost his job. 
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Fourteen-year-old Shawna Herman, of Olean, 
New York, has cerebral palsy and cannot 
communicate even her simplest thoughts and 
needs without a communication device. She 
learned to use a Light Talker computer at school, 
but her family could not purchase one for her use 
at horne. 

The Kiwanis Club of Olean hit upon a unique 
idea to raise money to purchase this special 
device for Shawna. The Shawna Herman Love 
Network club committee drew up a keyboard of 
128 keys, representing the Light Talker, and 
"sold" each key for $40 apiece. Children's groups, 
church groups, and other volunteer organizations 
held mini fund raisers to buy a key. Within a 
month, the club received enough donations to 
purchase not only the computer, but software 
and wheelchair mounting brackets. 

Shawna's first words were "Hi, Morn," and 
"Thank you for my Light Talker." The club 
received excellent publicity throughout the 
project and front page coverage the day Shawna 
received her Light Talker. 

Two Kiwanis clubs are doing their part to make 
sure handicapped youth receive the same 
opportunities in life as their able-bodied 
counterparts. In Topeka, Kanasas, the Kiwanis 
club sponsors Boy Scout, Girl Scout, and Cub 
Scout troops for the handicapped, so that they 
can participate in the fun and fellowship of 
Scouting. The club gives financial support, and 
members volunteer their time to run meetings 
and attend special excursions like camping, ball 
games, and fishing trips. 

To help enhance the quality of life for residents 
of the Beelanan Center, a horne for the mentally 
impaired, the Kiwanis Club of East Lansing, 
Michigan, sponsors both Boy Scouts and .Girl 
Scouts. Besides donating operating funds and 
running troop meetings, the club sponsored a 
profusion of special activities, including holiday 
celebrations, sports and entertainment trips, 
summer camp, parent meetings, and dinners. 

People often concentrate on a person's 
handicap and fail to recognize what that person 
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can do. To turn this situation around, the 0. 
Henry Golden K club of Greensboro, North 
Carolina, set up a photography project that allows 
physically and mentally challenged children to 
demonstrate their talents. 

"As We See It" was conceived, in part, by a 
Kiwanian who is a retired photographer and 
printer. He developed the instructional program, 
and other club members acted as volunteers. 
Kodak donated film and cameras, local stores 
donated printing and development services, and 
the Southeastern Eye Center provided funding. 

The program begins with a one-hour classroom 
presentation on the mechanics of photography. 
During this session, a Kiwanis volunteer works 
with each student. The second session moves 
into the field, where the Kiwanians assist as the 
photographers choose their subjects, angles, and 
styles. The students decide what pictures to take, 
what to title them, and which should be enlarged 
for entry into the exhibit. 

This program has become part of the Very 
Special Arts program of North Carolina. The "As 
We See It" exhibit has traveled to the 
International Special Olympics Garnes in South 
Bend, Indiana; the Olympics Festival in 
Greensboro, North Carolina; and the Very Special 
Arts convention in Washington, D.C. 

TheEl Paso-Northeast club in Texas was 
shocked to learn that more than 2,000 children in 
the city suffer from severe facial abnormalities. A 
local clinic provides evaluation and limited 
treatment before and after operations, but major 
surgery is done in Houston or Dallas, 800 miles 
away. Because of the poor public transportation 
system in El Paso, many parents had to take a 
day off work every time one of their children had 
an appointment at the clinic. Trips to Dallas or 
Houston were made by bus. 

The club took two actions to help the families 
involved with the clinic. It held a Christmas party 
to let the affected families know that people 
outside the medical profession cared about them. 
More than 250 children and their parents 
attended. The club then launched a fund-raising 
drive to purchase a 12-passenger van. In the first 
six months, the van has logged more than 16,000 
miles. 

21 



The Kiwanis Club of Des Moines, Iowa, uses 
its resources to give older youth the opportunity 
to broaden their knowledge of the business world 
and learn how civic clubs like Kiwanis render 
service to the community. 

One outstanding student from each city high 
school is selected Kiwanian of the Month and 
invited to attend regular club meetings during 
his/her month. Students are introduced at the 
first meeting and allowed to sit together; 
thereafter, they are urged to disperse among club 
members to get better acquainted. At the third 
meeting, students and Kiwanians are paired 
according to career interests and occupations. At 
the last meeting, one student is invited to speak 
on behalf of the young people about their 
experiences as part of the club. The schools, as 
well as the students, are delighted with the 
program. 

Concerned about the need for programs that 
encourage good ethics and leadership skills in 
young people, the Kiwanis Club of Good 
Morning, Montgomery, Alabama, chose to 
support the Hugh O'Brian Youth Foundation 
leadership seminars. Though the club initially 
thought support would be strictly financial, 
members soon found themselves the key planning 
agents of seminar operations in the state, 
recruiting other clubs to help develop the agenda 
and engage speakers. 

While the club's monetary contribution helped 
three students attend, its planning and 
coordination enabled more than 200 youth from 
around the state to benefit from the leadership 
seminar. 

A problem very much in the news in recent 
years is the loss of reading skills by the television 
generation-youth who prefer to spend hours in 
front of a TV rather than open a newspaper, 
magazine, or book. Two Kiwanis clubs have 
developed projects to encourage young people to 
practice their reading skills. 
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In Columbiana, Alabama, members 
established the Bigfoot Club for elementary 
children who read below grade level, rewarding 
them for reading 10 or more books during the 
school year. Appropriate reading material is 
recommended by the school staff. The Eager 
Reader Club, for those reading at or above grade 
level, rewards students for reading 25 books and 
reporting on each. Students wishing to join the 
clubs have their names placed on a chart, with a 
star awarded for each book read. Those 
qualifying for membership receive a certificate, 
and their names are announced over the school 
address system. The club er\ioys over 75 percent 
participation by students and good parental 
support. 

Kiwanians in Alpine, California, reward 
children in kindergarten through grade three who 
spend time reading, either alone or with parents. 
For every 10 hours of reading time completed, a 
child is awarded the opportunity to release a 
helium-filled bci.uoon into the sky. Each balloon 
carries a card bearing the child's name, grade, 
school, and address. The program's popularity 
was evidenced by 700 balloons being released 
last year alone, representing 7,000 hours of early, 
eager reading. 

We often hear, "This is the age of computers," 
but many people still don't have access to a 
computer and wouldn't know how to use one if 
they did. Members of the Meriden, Connecticut, 
Kiwanis club have helped to change that situation 
with the Kiwanis Computer Center, located in the 
community library. 

The club was granted $15,000 from the city 
budget to construct privacy cubicles to house the 
computers, and the Kiwanis club accepted 
responsibility for purchasing four computers, 
software, and paper. The club foundation pledged 
some money for the purchase, and other funds 
were sought from local corporations. Kiwanians 
arranged for a free training course to be given by 
computer students from nearby universities. The 
center is used by young and old who don't have 
computers of their own at horne. 
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SPONSORED 
YOUTH 

The Kiwanis Club of Fairfax, Virginia, began 
the administrative year with a day-long 
leadership seminar for the officers of its ten 
sponsored youth clubs. Kiwanians arranged a 
meeting place, the agenda, breaks, and lunch. 
More than 50 officers and chairmen attended, 
representing 500 sponsored club members who 
would benefit from their leaders' improved skills. 

The highlight was an exercise in group 
dynamics. Kiwanians presented a "problem" and 
asked each club's leaders to develop their 
response. The answers displayed tremendous 
leadership abilities and enthusiasm, and prizes 
were awarded to the best three presentations. 
The district and division sponsored youth 
chairmen also spoke. The young leaders 
exchanged ideas, made new friends, and gave 
unanimous support to repeating the seminar 
next year. 

In Columbus, Ohio, three Key Clubs joined 
with the Kiwanis Club of West Franklin County 
and other sponsoring Kiwanis clubs to present a 
three-day Teenage Institute on Alcohol and Other 
Drugs. The focus was on preventive education, 
rather than rehabilitation. 

School counselors helped select ninety 
students from three local schools to attend the 
institute. Selection was based on the students' 
potential for positive influence on their peers and 
a willingness to carry out programs in their 
schools to counteract drug and alcohol abuse. 

The weekend conference featured ten 
workshops where nationally recognized experts 
spoke on smoking, drug addiction, adolescent 
sexuality, peer pressure, self esteem, and 
recreation. "Families," groups of eight 
participants and one counselor, met to reflect on 
the information presented and to share their 
feelings. Recreational activities and an 
inspirational service on Sunday rounded out 
the program. 

Key Clubbers, along with Kiwanians, worked 
on fund raisers to earn money for the project. 
Members believe the $5,775 and 771 service hours 
were transformed into more knowledgeable and 
responsible teenage lives. 

The Kiwanis Club of Anoka, Minnesota, 
works through the education system to collect 
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food and toys at Christmas time. Students in 
thirty-seven schools bring donations to boxes 
that Kiwanians have placed in the schools. The 
junior and senior highs organize contests among 
the grades to see which gives the most, and 
school newspapers publicize the competition. 
When donations are complete, all items are taken 
to the local armory, where Kiwanians and Key 
Club members sort and pack. They pack nearly 
2,000 bags of groceries, dividing the canned 
vegetables, fruits, and meats into well-balanced 
assortments. In addition, the Kiwanis club buys a 
chicken for each bag from a local wholesaler. The 
project helps the area's needy at holiday time and 
gives the club an opportunity to work with its 
sponsored youth group. 

Four thousand children lined the route to 
watch a Halloween parade, sponsored by the 
Kiwanis Club of Hammonton, New Jersey. 
Kiwanians invited area high school bands and 
dignitaries to participate, and asked for local 
organizations. to enter floats. Key Club members 
registered the floats and assigned identification 
numbers to them. Key Clubbers also directed 
traffic to parking areas and served as judges, 
along with the sponsoring Kiwanians. 

In order to fill the Salvation Army cupboard in 
Tupelo, Mississippi, Kiwanians organized a 
four-month competition that they named, "Food 
Friday." Club members divided into four teams, 
and their sponsored Key Club was team number 
five. Using a predetermined point system from a 
list provided by the Salvation Army, the team that 
donated the most food and collected the most 
points was recognized as the winner. Double 
points were awarded to items from preferred 
food categories that were named by the Salvation 
Army each month. The Key Club adviser notified 
students about the donation procedure. The joint 
project enabled both groups to ef\joy friendly 
competition and serve the community together. 

The Kiwanis Club of Alamosa, Colorado, and 
its Circle K club work with other local service 
groups to sponsor the annual Student 
Appreciation Breakfast for students, parents, and 
faculty at Adams State College in Colorado. Held 
in cof\junction with Parents Day and a football 
game, the breakfast gives the community an 
opportunity to honor its college students-and 
Kiwanians a chance to work with their Circle K. 
A bonus is that the proceeds from ticket sales to 
non-students are used as a scholarship for an 
Adams State College student. 
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SUPPORT OF 
SPIRITUAL 
AIMS 

Kiwanians in Erie, Pennsylvania, think that a 
youth choir is a unique opportunity for children 
to develop character outside of sports and other 
school-sponsored activities. 

In September, members recruit 35 eight- to 
twelve-year-old boys and girls to participate in 
the choir; then two Kiwanian musicians conduct 
weekly rehearsals to prepare for Christmas and 
spring programs. In N overnber, the club hosts a 
weekend retreat that is designed to mold the 
group into a performing unit. Club members 
take weekly attendance at practices, maintain 
discipline, and provide transportation to 
performances. The group sings throughout 
the community in senior citizens' homes and 
hospitals. 

The church that houses recording equipment 
for the ecumenical Dial-a-Prayer program in Fort 
Atkinson, Wisconsin, welcomes help from the 
Kiwanis club. Kiwanians read selected scriptures 
into the recorder, and the club pays the cost of 
the telephone line. The phone number for Dial
a-Prayer is published in the local telephone 
directory. Church bulletins and Kiwanis fliers tell 
the community about the service. Residents place 
some 500 calls for the spiritual message each 
month, and the club's annual expenses are about 
$300. 

A community-wide Father and Son Banquet 
is an annual event in Burlington Junction, 
Missouri. Kiwanians find a church where 
members are willing to prepare the meal. 
Attendees buy their dinners, and all profit goes to 
the church. A guest speaker, whose topic appeals 
to both young and old, highlights the yearly 
opportunity for fellowship between fathers 
and son~. 

Taking three hundred bouquets of daffodils to 
nursing horne residents during the Easter season 
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makes both the recipients and the Sequim
Dungeness, Washington, Kiwanians happy. 
Besides the holiday project, club members visit 
nursing homes weekly and join in activities or 
take residents to lunch, shopping, church, or just 
for a ride. At election time, Kiwanians provide 
transportation to the polls for voting. Members 
also help obtain and move equipment for 
terminally ill patients in a hospice program. 

More than 600 physically handicapped students 
from the San Mateo and Santa Clara county 
schools compete annually in the Kiwanis Special 
Games, thanks to the efforts of the Kiwanis Club 
of Los Altos, California. Twelve other clubs in 
the division work with the Los Altos club, 
providing funds and volunteers to run the games. 
Members make the following poem, whose author 
is unknown, available for the families and friends 
of the participants: 

For Friends of thf3 Handicapped 

Blessed are you who take the time 
To listen to difficult speech, 
For you help me to know that 
If I persevere, I can be understood. 

Blessed are you who never bid me to "hU?~ry up" 
Or take my tasks from me 
And do themforme, 
For I often need time rather than help. 

Blessed are you who stand beside me 
As I enter new and untried ventures, 
For my failures wiU be outweighed 
By the times I surprise myself and you. 

Blessed are you who asked for my help, 
For my greatest need is to be needed. 

Blessed a're you who understand that 
It is difficult for me 
To put my thoughts into words. 

Blessed are you who with a smile, 
Encourage me to try once more. 

Blessed are you who never remind me 
That today I asked the same question twice. 

Blessed are you who respect me 
And love me just as I am. 
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I TERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS 

The clubs of the Namur division in Belgium 
encourage international understanding through 
music. The clubs have formed an organization 
called "Springtime of the Guitar," which runs the 
International Competition of Classical Guitar 
Interpretation. The competition er\ioys the 
prestigious partonage of Queen Fabiola and 
offers three prizes worth a total of 450,000 
Belgium francs. Judges for the event are 
outstanding virtuosos from Argentina, Belgium, 
Czechoslavakia, France, and Spain. 

When the Netherlands District was chartered, 
representatives from the Capital District were 
there. Since that time, clubs have cooperated on 
several activities, and 1988 continued the 
tradition. Ten families in the Netherlands district 
hosted families from the Capital District. In 1989, 
the Capital District families will return the favor. 

Everyone in Paulding County, Ohio, knows 
about the five foreign exchange students who 
spent the 1987-88 academic year attending the 
local high school. The International Relations 
chairman of the Paulding County club 
interviewed a student each month and published 
the resulting profile in The Paulding Progress, 
the local weekly paper. He also sent a copy of the 
newspaper profile and a letter to the president of 
the Kiwanis club nearest the horne of each 
student. From Oslo to Sao Paulo, the Paulding 
County club sent a message that Kiwanis cares. 

In Kenya and many other sub-Saharan 
countries of Africa, wood is becoming a precious 
commodity. It is the most common form of fuel, 
but the few trees that are left play an important 
role in protecting the soil from erosion and 
desertification. Two Kiwanians from the 
Hamburg, West Germany, club saw a way to 
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protect those trees: they developed a solar cooker 
that allowed the 11 Chamus tribe to heat milk and 
water without using any wood. Much of the solar 
cooker can be built with local materials and 
requires little training. However, the Kiwanians 
are working to develop an improved design that 
can be built entirely in Kenya and delivers 
enough heat to cook rice, potatoes, and corn. 

An International Folk Festival ef\ioyed the 
support of the Rochester Museum and Science 
Center for many years. When the museum 
undertook construction of an addition, it lacked 
the resources to continue sponsorship of the 
festival. The Kiwanis Club of Spencerport, New 
York, saw an opportunity to promote the local 
town park and ensure the continuation of a 
popular, educational event. 

The club received the museum's blessing and a 
list of performing groups from previous festivals. 
Viewing this first year as a learning experience, 
the club declared the project a "break-even 
venture" and planned an admission charge of one 
dollar. . 

On the day of the festival, 21 of 22 scheduled 
performing groups arrived, to entertain some 
4,000 people. There were lots of ethnic foods and 
crafts, and not enough signs or bathrooms. 
Everyone had a good time, and the club learned 
how to solve all the problems for the second 
annual festival, next year. 
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MAJOR 
EMPHASIS 
PROGRAMS 

Each year, Kiwanis International asks clubs 
throughout the world to address a common need, 
through a new project. Each club seeks out this 
need in its own community and develops a 
project appropriate to local resources and 
attitudes. Through the years, the needs identified 
for Major Emphasis Programs have ranged from 
drug abuse to communication disabilities. In each 
case, !Gwanis clubs have taken the lead in 
developing local answers to the identified 
problem. 

The Major Emphasis Programs for 1987-88 and 
1988-89 have explored a new area of concern for 
Kiwanis: social and emotional needs. In the 
current year, Achieve by Believing urges 
activities that develop vocational and career 
goals in youth, or develop the character and 
decision-making skills of children, or encourage 
underachievers. In 1987-88, Our Quest: Their Best 
suggested projects to foster academic 
achievement, citizenship, and social and 
emotional skills. 

The Kiwanis Club of Chaska, Minnesota, held 
separate day-long life skills conferences for the 
young men and women graduating from Chaska 
High School. The "Men Alive" conference offered 
sessions on financial survival, managing anger 
and stress, responsible sexual behavior, 
alternative lifestyles, and goal setting. Panel 
discussions addressed how a person's life 
changes with age (discussed by Chaska High 
School graduates from each decade of adulthood) 
and what women want in relationships 
(discussed by a female panel). The day ended 
with a speech titled "Taking Charge of Your Life." 

The "Day in May" program had a similar 
structure, but the club gave financial and 
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organizational support to the project and left the 
program coordination to the Carver County 
League of Women Voters. This kept both 
volunteer groups from spreading themselves 
too thin. 

Approximately 80 percent of the senior class 
attended these programs- nearly 200 students.· 
Some 84 percent of the participants rated the 
program excellent or good, and school 
administrators were so impressed that this may 
turn into an annual program. 

Between the two events, the club spent $2,250 
for facilities, food, and speakers. The first event 
alone required more than 100 hours of 
preparation, and most club members took the day 
off to help with logistics during the event. 

The small club of Kihei-Wailea, Hawaii, took 
on a big project: it opened the entire state to 
character education. The club saw a need for the 
Character Education Curriculum in the Kihei 
Elementary School and committed to purchasing 
the needed materials. Soon, the club was 
arranging for a representative of the Texas-based 
American Institute for Character Education to 
make a presentation at a meeting of all 
elementary school principals in the state of 
Hawaii. 

The club spent a total of $2,500 to put materials 
in every classroom in the school, and Hawaii's 
state board of education agreed to make Kihei 
Elementary School a pilot program for the state. 
The results have been so positive that the 
Curriculum is now approved for implementation 
statewide. 

Members of the club in El Centro, California, 
work with young men from low income 
households, teaching them job skills. The young 
men, usually 16 to 18 years old, learn how to 
service an automobile, including tire changes, 
minor tune-ups, and brake jobs. The young men 
are paid at minimum wage during their training, 
which lasts a minimum of 300 hours. This year 
alone, the club has worked with 14 young men in 
this program. 

The Kiwanis Club of Burnside, South 
Australia, took a different approach to career 
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awareness. Instead of setting up a day for club 
members and others to visit the high school and 
speak about their careers, the club has set up a 
referral list. When a career counselor from a local 
high school has a student who wants to learn 
about a specific career, the club puts the student 
in contact with someone who is happy to answer 
questions about a specific career. 

In Lebanon, Indiana, Kiwanians saw a need to 
encourage underachievers. The club worked with 
four elementary schools to set up a program for 
the students in the third, fourth, and fifth grades. 
Each grading period, three students in each 
classroom were recognized for raising their 
grades. The top student in each class received a 
certificate, and the other two received 
"Honorable Mention" blue ribbons. A student 
awarded a certificate could present it at a store 
to receive aT-shirt imprinted with "TOP 
STUDENT" and a Kiwanis logo. The club took the 
top students from all grade levels to a pizza party. 
Finally, at the end of the year, the club gave 
trophies to the student in each class who had 
improved the most over the school year. 

The project involved 60 service hours and 
nearly $800, but its impact seemed much greater 
than the investment. Many parents wrote letters 
thanking the club. A second grade teacher set up 
a similar program for her class, since second 
grade was not part of the program. The club has 
now expanded the program to include first and 
second grades. 

Our :T e t 
A shoe-taker-offer, a pencil clip, a spatterless 

spatula, and a fish gripper- these are among the 
inventions of the 300 fourth and fifth graders in 
Huron, South Dakota, who participated in the 
Invent America! program. They could all thank 
the Huron Kiwanis club, which sent two teachers 
to Washington, D.C., for training on the invention 
process. When the teachers returned and 
encouraged students to think creatively, the 
response was overwhelming. The club was called 
in to assist in training, setting up the invention 
convention, and judging. The student who 
developed the fish gripper went on to win a 
national award for his invention. 

32 



"Only the Shadow knows ... " went the tag line 
to an old radio show, and today the number of 
shadows in the know is growing, thanks to the 
Kiwanis Club of Loveland, Colorado. The club 
has developed an on-going project that pairs club 
members with high school juniors for a day. A 
student learns about possible careers by 
following a Kiwanian through a day at work. 
These "shadows" are also treated to lunch at a 
club meeting. 

Both students and club members are prepared 
for their shadowing experiences by the guidance 
counselor, but participants on both sides have 
been surprised at what they have learned. The 
club sees great value in giving these young people 
exposure to the real world, and members learn 
what the average high schooler is really like. 

The Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) 
program provides volunteers who investigate the 
needs of children involved in court cases. The 
club in Wellington, Kansas, has supported the 
local CASA in three ways. It made a $300 
contribution. Two members of the club have 
undergone training and now represent abused 
and underpriviledged children in the courts. And, 
to help spread the word about the CASA program 
and recruit more volunteers, the club donated 
space to the program at the Wellington Kiwanis 
"Trade at Horne" Show. 

In Ironwood, Michigan, there are 875 terrific 
kids, according to local Kiwanians. Each week 
during the school year, club members visited the 
four elementary schools in Ironwood and 
awarded Terrific Kid certificates and McDonald's 
coupons to students nominated by their teachers. 
The children's names were also broadcast on a 
local radio station and posted in the local 
McDonald's. As the project continued, parents 
began attending the award ceremonies with 
cameras and video equipment, and the 
community's newspaper covered several. The 
reasons teachers nominated students ranged 
from academic achievement and finishing work 
on time to improvements in behavior and helping 
a new student. In one way or another, every 
student was truly terrific. 

33 



FU D RAISERS 
When the Kiwanis Club of Ottawa, Ontario, 

discovered that Children's Hospital of Eastern 
Ontario had a desperate need to replace outdated 
heart equipment, the club really got "quacking" to 
raise the money. The First Annual Kiwanis Rideau 
Canal Duck Race for Tiny Hearts raised an 
amazing $175,000 and enlisted the whole city 
behind Kiwanis support. 

Bathtub-variety rubber ducks were secured for 
55 cents each and adopted by individuals for 
$5.00. Adopters were given a number that 
corresponded to a number on a duck. Ottawa's 
inter-club committee convinced all 13 clubs in the 
division to help sell tickets. The question around 
town was, "Do you have your duck yet?" 

To promote the race, posters, T-shirts, buttons, 
and balloons were distributed. A race-day parade 
featured a variety of "ducky" entries, and Donald 
Duck himself flew in from Disney to host a no
charge breakfast for 200 children and their 
parents. 

Seventy minutes after 50,000 ducks were 
released into the water to float on the current, the 
first duck crossed the finish line, followed several 
minutes later by nine other winners. Prizes 
included a GM Safari Van, a Chevrolet Beretta, 
and a family vacation in Disneyland. The $175,000 
net profit was presented to the hospital on-air 
during the Children's Miracle Network Telethon, 
providing even more publicity for the club. The 
Ottawa club plans to conduct the race again next 
year and has set even higher goals. 

To benefit the community and spark new spirit 
among members, the Kiwanis Club of Winfield, 
Kansas, chose to participate in an annual festival 
known as Kanza Days. 

Since the festival is held at a city park 
surrounded by a lagoon where water-related 
events would be especially successful, the club 
sponsored an ali-day fishing derby for children 
and adults. Members stocked the lagoon with 90 
extra catfish, and tagged one for the $5,000 grand 
prize. Members also staged a small rubber duck 
race, with 100 ticket-holders competing in heats 
for the ~ain event. Winners were awarded prizes 
donated by local merchants, including Duck 
Bucks to be spent in stores as cash. The club 
wrapped-up the day with a presold steak 
barbecue. 
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The Kiwanis Club of Denver, Colorado, 
decided to double its effort to expand its annual 
golf tournament to benefit not one agency, but 
two. For two years, the tournament had 
benefitted Special Child, an agency that places 
abused mentally and physically impaired children 
in foster homes. The club decided to also support 
the Make-A-Wish Foundation for terminally ill 
children, but the proceeds from the golf 
tournament would have to be increased in order 
to significantly benefit both groups. 

The Third Annual Denver Kiwanis Golf 
Tournament was held at a newly opened country 
club and received local media coverage. 
Kiwanians enlisted friends and business 
associates to play, and businesses "sponsored" all 
18 holes of the course with advertising for $250 
each. A gala dinner and dance were held to 
announce tournament winners, and 15 trips 
donated by local businesses were raffled. 

The Kiwanis golf tournament raised $14,900. 
Special Child and .Make-A-Wish each received 
checks for $3,500, and club members er\ioyed the 
satisfaction of !mowing they had helped more 
children than last year. 

In Australia, the Kiwanis Club of Adelaide, 
South Australia, has established a successful 
annual project that not only enables it to raise 
significant funds for service, but encourages local 
artists and gives the public an opportunity to 
appreciate art. 

The Annual Art Exhibition requires extensive 
planning that involves every club member. 
Hundreds of artists are invited to display their 
wares for sale, with new artists asking to be 
included every year. The club issues thousands of 
invitations for the official opening, designs a 
special opening ceremony, and members handle 
the entire set-up and tear-down of the three-day 
event. Members also handle promotion, publicity, 
cataloguing of entries, and accounting of sales. 
They are rewarded afterward for their hard work 
with a wind-down fellowship barbecue, also 
sponsored by the club. 

The 18th Annual Art Exhibition garnered 
$63,000 in sales and $12,900 in net profit. It 
enabled the club to donate funds to an 
association that provides housing for disabled 
teenagers and a local renovation project. 

35 



STATISTICS 
To understand Kiwanis, one must learn what 

happens at the club level. Hopefully, the 
narratives in this booklet accomplish that. But 
these stories cannot convey the breadth of 
Kiwanis. A booklet that demonstrated the total 
range of our service would require thousands of 
pages. And, impressive as such an opus might be, 
it would not be read. So, to give some idea of the 
total service effort of Kiwanis International, we 
must rely on the picture provided by statistics. 

Average Average 
per per 

Total Club Member 
Total Service 
Funds expended $45,115,900 
Service hours 6,175,204 
Number of 

projects 127,604 

Our Quest: Their Best 
Major Emphasis Program 

$7,398 $188 
1,013 28 

21 

Funds expended $12,226,762 $2,005 $ 51 
Service hours 1,375,861 226 7 

New Projects 
Mentoring 
Terrific Kids 
Shaowing 
CASA 

Kiwanis Observances 
Family Day 
Farm-City Week 
Kids' Day 
Prayer Week 

Other Organizations 
Boy Scouts 
4-H 
Salvation Army 
Special Olympics 

Participating 
Clubs 

443 
510 
107 
95 

Clubs 
Involved 

1,425 
1,189 
1,129 
2,470 

Funds 
Expended 
$1,205,425 

410,951 
1,409,519 

927,809 

Service 
Hours 
248,526 
51,987 

131,571 
162,309 

The statistics above are based on the 1987-88 
Annual Club Reports. Of the 8,557 clubs through
out the world, 6,098 filed reports. 
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Send a check with the order for the full 
amount due, or, for a credit card order, furnish 
the information requested below. U.S. funds or 
current equivalent, please. 

American Express 0 VISA 0 Master Card 0 

Credit Card Number 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
I I I I I 
Interbank Number 
(Located above your name) 

Mail to: Supply Department 

Month Year 

I I I I I 
Expiration Date 

Kiwanis International Office 
3636 Woodview Trace 
Indianapolis, IN 46268 USA 

Nrune: ____________________________________ ___ 

Title:---------------------------------------
Kiwanis Club of: ______________________________ _ 

Address:----..,---------------------------------

Signature:----------------------------------

# 14465 Kiwanis In Action $7.95 per 20 

For shipping, handling, and insurance, 
if order is: add: 
under $25.00 $2.00 
$25.01 to $50.00 $3.00 
$50.01 to $75.00 $3.50 

Quantity 
(sets of 20) 

I sets 

5% sales tax 
(Indiana only) 

Total Enclosed 

Total 
Price 



Kiwanis International Office 
3636 Woodview Trace 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46268-3196 
U.S.A. 
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