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[NTRODUCTION 
An annual report is only one chapter in the life
story of the corporation or not-for-profit that is
sues it. Each report is focused on a recent 
12-month period and its message goes some
thing like this: For the past 12 months, these 
conscientious individuals have made various 
wise decisions, completed important tasks, and 
achieved impressive results. Another year ... 
another job well done! 

To the average reader, a typical annual report 
from a "mature" corporation or organization 
gives little or no insight into its infancy, 
childhood, or young-adulthood. Does a 1990 an
nual report reflect a dynamic organization-or 
one that prefers to maintain its status quo? 
There is no immediate sense of perspective. 

Perspective col)les with reading 10, 20, even 30 
years' worth of annual reports. If time is 
limited, study the covers. For example, 
Kiwanis in Action 
cover illustrations
from the vivid 
black/red/yellow 
bull's-eye design of 
the 1960 edition, to 
last year's compell
ing black-and-white 
photo of a grinning 
youngster on a buff
colored back
ground-reflect the 
evolution of 
Kiwanis Inter
national's diverse membership, as well as the 
emerging diversity among its service projects. 

Take a look. Abstract symbols on the 1965 
Kiwanis in Action cover represent the kinds of 
service projects members pursued 30 years 
ago: Agriculture and Conservation, Interna
tional Relations, Public and Business Affairs, 
Support of Churches in Their Spiritual Aims, 
Boys and Girls Work, Vocational Guidance, 
Circle K, and Key Club. A quick review of the 
project descriptions shows that a majority 

1 



were essentially Community Services or Youth 
Services. Different times, different terminol
ogy, same spirit of service. 

A side-by-side comparison of the 1968 and 
1971 covers is a subtle reminder of times that 
were a-changin'. In the early '70s, a more 
sophisticated cover illustration mirrors a will
ingness to tackle less familiar, less "comfort
able" social issues than those chosen in the 
late '60s. The 1971 Kiwanis inAction, itself, is 
a study in contrasts. Images of business meet
ings and scholarly adolescents compete for 
space with graphic depictions of substance 
abuse and human despair. 

If a recurring theme exists on the covers of 
more than 30 editions of Kiwanis in Action, it 
is youngsters. The first ones are reminiscent 
of the "causes" service organizations adopted 
at the time: a crippled child on crutches in 
1967, and an Asian child next to an open "care 
package" one year later. Images of adolescents 
and drug paraphernalia on covers from the 
'70s are a reminder that Kiwanis clubs were ac
tive in community efforts to attack proliferat
ing substance-abuse problems. 

Then, around 1985, Kiwanis in Action resumes 
its childlike "look." Pictures of young children
real children, whose faces capture the hues 
and features of a true Global Village
foreshadow the projects inspired by Young 
Children: Priority One and the Worldwide Ser
vice Project, Iodine Deficiency Disorders. 

Will a future Kiwanis in Action cover design 
and caption declare, "Changing with the 
Times"? Perhaps. Will new projects, new ter
minology, and new energy be evident as 
Kiwanis International marches with the rest of 
the world community into the Twenty-first 
Century? You decide. 
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YouNG CHILDREN: 
PRIORITY ONE 

THE KIWANIS READ-ALOUD OLLECTION and 
supplemental information set up locations 
throughout Glendale, California, not only 
earned awards for local Kiwanians, but also 
won the hearts of hundreds of preschoolers. 
Thanks to the Glendale club, a special table of 
read-aloud books at the library was the entice
ment that drew adults to copies of The New 
Read-Aloud Handbook. Multi-lingual 
brochures and samples of read-aloud books in 
pediatricians' offices and child-care sites 
brought the project to the attention offamilies 
who might not be regular library patrons. 
Cooperation among club members, librarians, 
and Friends of the Library volunteers led to a 
successful Young Children project that made 
reading aloud a favorite pastime for hundreds 
oflocal residen~s. 

THE DYSART MIGRANT PRESCHOOL in Sun City 
presented a wealth of project opportunities for 
the Kiwanis Club of Sun City-Agua Fria, 
Arizona. Language barriers had to be ad
dressed whenever the club wanted to reach a 

predomin
antly 
Spanish
speaking 
popula
tion- but 
they had 
plenty of 
help with 
transla
tion. The 
preschool 
director 

translated the original English version of a bul
letin announcing the times and dates for free 
immunization clinics the Kiwanians staffed. 
Members of the sponsored Key Club used their 
Spanish skills whenever they volunteered for 
projects with preschoolers who spoke no 
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English. In spite oflanguage or cultural dif
ferences, the Sun City-Agua Fria club mem
bers were able to provide fire-safety training 
("Stop, Drop, and Roll"), Reading is Fundamen
talliteracy activities, and access to immuniza
tions for some very fortunate preschoolers and 
their families. At the same time, the 
Kiwanians created learning experiences for 
Key Clubbers by including them in these 
nroiects. 

SOME KIWANIANS get downright melodramatic 
about their service projects. Fortunately, that's 
the secret to the success of a project by the 
Kiwanis Club of Arvada-Jefferson, 
Colorado-along with strong commitment 
and strong backs. A Head Start facility needed 
a "sandbox" foundation for new climbing equip
ment. Kiwanis labor for this playground addi
tion was free, but the materials and delivery 
charges totaled nearly $1,000, which meant a 
fund-raiser was needed. The actors in the club 
put on three performances of a melodrama and 
raised almost three times the money required. 
Ten brawny Kiwanians prepared the 30-
square-foot area, installing 30 landscape tim
bers and spreading sand eight inches deep. 
With a "jungle gym" built over the sandbox, 20 
to 30 children at a time can enjoy their new 
play area. 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE HAS A TRAGIC IMPACT on preg
nant women, their babies, and their young 
children. Unlike many community agencies 
that separate parents from their children, the 
CODA facility in Riverside, Oregon, is uni
que. As part of this support network, the 
Kiwanis Club of Riverside gives young parents 
the chance to make a fresh start through train
ing and education, while their kids experience 
security and stimulation that meets their 
developmental needs. Addicted parents and 
their children are referred to CODA by the 
court and by Child Services Division, while 
pregnant addicts are sent by the court or by 
physicians. Kiwanis volunteers assist staff 
with hands-on nurturing for babies and 
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children affected by addiction, fetal alcohol 
syndrome, and abuse. With their offspring in a 
safe environment, parents take classes. In addi
tion to providing much-needed surrogate 
parenting, Kiwanians furnish cameras and 
film for family photos, as well as basic neces
sities that make life comfortable for the 
center's clients. 

TH E KIW ANTS CLUB of Green Acres, Alberta, 
came to the rescue when officials of the 
Lethbridge Public Library needed funding for 
a new toy lending library addition and toy col
lection. The project took three years to com
plete and gave library patrons another 
borrowing option beyond books and 
audio/video materials. In addition to helping 
finance construction of the facility, the 
Kiwanians purchased educational toys that 
promote development, curiosity, and creativity 
in young children. The original objective was to 
make the toys available to as many families as 
possible. Success of the project has been 
measured by a marked increase in the number 
of families who have borrowed toys and the 
fact that more than 1,000 persons have 
benefited from the toy library. 

IT MUST HAVE BEEN DIFFICULT to tell who had 
more fun-the preschoolers or their hosts from 

the Kiwanis Club of Capital City-Raleigh, 
North Carolina. The Kiwanians invited a 
group of tykes and teachers from the Governor 
Morehead School for the Blind to join them at 
Lake Wheeler for boat rides, fishing, 
playground activities, and a picnic. Although 
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"driving" the speed boat had to be the most 
thrilling activity of all, the intergenerational 
outing provided first-time experiences for pre
schoolers who had never held a fishing pole or 
touched the lapping waves at the edge of a 
lake. The vote was unanimous: everyone 
wanted to return to Lake Wheeler for another 
day of outdoor fun. 

STATISTICS ON VERY YOUNG CHILDREN who suffer
severe disfigurement and trauma from burn in
juries shocked one Kiwanis club into action. 
Once members saw a need to inform parents, 

teachers, 
and older 
siblings on 
simple 
first-aid 
care of 
burns, the 
Kiwanis 
Club of 
Kingston, 
Jrunaica, 

contacted the University Hospital of the West 
Indies-the only teaching hospital in 
Jamaica-to suggest a partnership. 

Following several meetings with the hospital's 
Burn Programme Committee, a comprehensive 
communications program for education and 
outreach emerged. Its goal was to teach 
everyone-even the youngest children
simple, effective, easily remembered techni
ques that could be used in a time of crisis to 
prevent or minimize injury and perhaps save 
lives. Promotional materials and media cam
paigns were developed for little or no cost, 
thanks to a partnership of public, private, and 
government interests. The club was recognized 
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at an international conference on injury con
trol and a world convention on burns. 

FIVE MEMBERS of the Union Colony-Greeley, 
Colorado, Kiwanis club made a 17-week com
mitment to the Child Advocacy Resource and 
Education (CARE) center, a United Way agen
cy. CARE provides parenting classes, as well 
as supervised care for child abuse victims 
while their parents take classes. Two evenings 
of training in the special needs of abused kids 
were required. Then, the Kiwanians gave the 
kids 90 minutes of specialized attention and 
educational experiences once a week for 15 
weeks. This Young Children: Priority One 
project involved 20 percent of the membership 
and 175 service hours, providing valuable aid 
to nearly 50 members of the community. Not 
one penny of club funds was spent. 

THE $3,177 put toward an immunization project for 
young children 
netted the 
Kiwanis Club of 
Tampa Bay, 
Florida, priceless 
service to 40U or 
more children. 
Considering that 
each child received 
eight inocula
tions-a total of 
3,200 shots
through the 
Tampa Bay 
project, the cost 
was a fraction of 
what immunizations would cost families out-of
pocket. Forty-five percent of the membership 
gave a total of 378 Kiwanis service hours. The 
immunization project, developed in conjunc
tion with the Tampa Housing Authority and 
St. Joseph Hospital, laid the groundwork for fu
ture projects with other area Kiwanis clubs, 
service organizations, and hospitals. 
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YouTH SERVICES 

MEMBERS of the Horizon City-El Paso, Texas, 
Kiwanis club believe that students who attend 
the Hugh O'Brian Youth (HOBY) leadership 
seminars will become aware, active, and 
responsible citizens. As in previous years, 
these Kiwanians sent four students from four 
local high schools to a state three-day seminar. 
They made a conscious effort to give students 
from all socio-economic backgrounds equal op
portunities to attend the seminar by paying 
the $165 nomination fee, as well as expenses 
for travel and other needs. The club was espe
cially gratified when one of"their" HOBY Am
bassadors was named alternate to the Inter
national Leadership Seminar. 

A YOUNG MAN who refused to let cerebral palsy in
terfere with volunteering for the homeless .. . 
an African teen whose early life in the Sahara 
Desert left him physically impaired ... and a 
senior
class vice 
president 
who began 
raising her 
siblings 
when she 
was still a 
child. 
These 
young 
people overcame tremendous obstacles to 
graduate from high school. They were 
recipients of the 19th Annual Abe Lincoln 
Awards sponsored by the Downtown Indiana
polis, Indiana, club. As in years past, club 
members nominated students from all the 
county high schools. From a field of nearly 20 
nominees, the three winners received four-year 
college scholarships. 
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A UNIQUE COLLABORATION among Kiwanians, 
Lions Club members, ophthalmologists and op
tometrists, school officials, and family-services 
interns resulted in vision testing and treat
ment for youngsters. The Kiwanis Club of 
North Park, California, discovered the need 

at a local 
elementary 
school. The 
vision -screening 
program was un
derstaffed, and 
referrals for fur
ther testing and 
treatment had 
been neglected. 
The Lions Club 
of San Diego 

donated the use of its optometric center, and 
local ophthalmologists and optometrists 
donated professional services. Once the "eye 
doctors" made recommendations, staff 
provided by a family-services agency moni
tored each child's progress and interceded to 
be sure parents understood why follow-up care 
was required. 

The initial project cost the club "$0.00" because 
club members and others volunteered or 
donated services. However, at least nine other 
elementary schools requested the same assis
tance for their students, so a second phase of 
the project almost created itself. In-kind dona
tions are still welcome, but the North Park 
club has decided to expand the program by ap
plying for major funding to underwrite the pur
chase of materials that previously had been 
donated. 

WI-illN KIWANIANS IN KINGSTON, JAMAICA, sur
veyed the needs of several government-sup
ported homes for children, they discovered 
short supplies of food, recreational items, and 
a host of other necessities. Parts of the 
facilities were in disrepair. The club chose to 
help residents of the three boys' homes and 
three girls' homes acquire skills for earning a 
living when they left the homes. The boys 
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learned how to become successful chicken 
farmers. With help from Kiwanians and local 
carpenters, they refurbished existing coops for 
their 200 chickens. After club members pur
chased chickens, a feed supply, and medicine, 
they invited agricultural experts to help the 
boys get started on the project. Residents of 
the three girls' homes received supplies of craft 
materials and learned screen-printing, needle
work, and basket-painting. Kiwanians gave 
regular assistance with craft production and 
even arranged to sell the products at their club 
meetings. Additional financial support came 
from the club's "Charity Basket" and from local 
sponsors. 

FOLLOWING THE LEAD of its Key Club, the 
Kiwanis Club of Ocean Beach, California, 
got involved with the Point Lorna "SafeRides" 
program. SafeRides was developed by the Boy 
Scouts of America to give free, confidential 

rides 
home to 
teenagers 
who 
would 
otherwise 
drive un
safely, 
ride with 
an unsafe 
driver, or 

find themselves stranded with no way home. 
Like other SafeRides chapters, the Point Lorna 
program is run by teen volunteers. Advisors 
and chaperones come from the Kiwanis mem
bership, and the club provides operating funds. 
They also train and supervise several other 
SafeRides groups in the city. 

A CLUB OF ONLY 41 Kiwanians in Fairfax, Vir
ginia, managed to sponsor ten youth clubs. 
Nevertheless, these ambitious folks felt they 
needed to create more opportunities to interact 
with their younger counterparts than their 
large metropolitan city lifestyle allowed. The 
solution was several projects-within-a-project. 
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The Sponsored Youth Committee presented a 
leadership conference; supported division/dis
trict sponsored-youth training; provided 
regular opportunities for all members of the 
sponsored programs to attend Kiwanis meet
ings and participate in projects; invited repre
sentatives of sponsored-youth programs to 
keep Kiwanians abreast of the youth-club ac
tivities; and presented $6,000 worth of scholar
ships to deserving students who showed 
outstanding ability in many areas, including 
service, scholarship, and character. 

A SUCCESSFUL 1'TRACK RECORD" for providing 
warm winter coats to community school 
children gave the Kiwanis Club ofPell City, 
Alabama, incentive to continue the project 
until the time when every child has a warm 
coat. School officials supplied data for the 
club's needs assessment, and funds from an an
nual Radio Day supported last year's $1,082 in
vestment in 122 coats. Club members 
puchased, sorted, and worked with the spon
sored Key Club to distribute the coats. The 
Kiwanians donated 16 service hours-only a 
fraction of the hours of warmth the kids would 
get from thej.r coats. 

IN RESPONSE to an elementary school principal's 
request for adult volunteers, eight members of 
the Kiwanis Club of Charles County, 
Maryland, devoted 49 hours to a K-Kids 
project for the benefit of 18 students, 14 
parents, and 30 young hospital patients. Stu
dents at Eva Turner Elementary School 
decided to make gift baskets for the pediatric 
unit at Physicians Memorial Hospital. 
Kiwanians and the K-Kids' parents helped 
them purchase gifts, assemble the baskets, and 
deliver the surprises to kids in the hospital 
unit. 
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HuMAN AND 
SPIRITUAL VALUES 

KIW ANIANS seldom have to look beyond their uwn 
neighborhoods for service projects that address 
human and spiritual needs. Neither the virtual 
absence of a homeless population in the imme
diate community-nor fear of the unknown
kept the Kiwanis Club of Livingston, New 
Jersey, from finding a way to aid homeless 
families . They volunteered to temporarily 
house and feed needy people through a local In
terfaith Hospitality Network. 

At least 11 Kiwanians covered each 24-hour 
hosting assignment, which rotated to the club 
four times in 12 months. Several had evening 
responsibilities that included providing family 
meals and counseling services, plus children's 
tutoring and 
recreation. One 
Kiwanis couple 
stayed at the 
facility over
night, and two 
more members 
prepared break
fast and sack 
lunches in the 
morning. A 
long-term com
mitment to IHN 
has given these 
Kiwanians first
hand knowledge of circumstances that lead to 
homelessness, and a sense of their own power 
to effect positive change for homeless families. 

THE NET-SP ORTS COURTS had fallen into dis
repair, leaving the younger members of St. 
Boniface Anglican Church without a suitable, 
safe place to socialize and engage in a little 
friendly competition. When the parish priest 
visited the Kingston, Jamaica, Kiwanis club 
asking for help to build a new Sports· Centre-
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not only for his congregation, but the entire 
community-he got it. Kiwanians invited local 
youths to join them in planning and construct
ing the project since they would benefit most 
from the Sports Centre. The club purchased 
paint, nets, hooks, and poles. With all that 
help, it took only two weekends to complete the 
project. The role of the church as a gathering 
place for the community was reaffirmed for the 
citizens of Kingston. 

FOR 18 YEARS, the Kiwanis Club of Northeast El 
Paso, Texas, has united civic groups, chur
ches, and service clubs to plan an annual com
munity leadership prayer breakfast. This 
event links family values with prayer by honor
ing a Northeast Family of the Year and a 
Northeast El Pasoan of the Year. Rotary, 
Lions, Optimist, and Civitan members par
ticipated in the Kiwanis Prayer Breakfast that 
served generous portions of worship, fellow
ship, and friendship to approximately 300 
patrons. 

RATHER THAN CONCENTRATE on a single Human 
and Spiritual Values project, the Kiwanis Club 
of Indiana, Pennsylvania, shared its good 
works throughout the community. A total of 
568 service hours, more than $1,000 in fund
ing, and 74 percent member participation 
resulted in a triple-header for the club. They 
set the record for organizations ringing bells 
for the Salvation Army at Christmas time, 
recognized members of the clergy at a well-at
tended special dinner, and visited nursing
home residents twice a month to read Bible 
verses. 

FOOD is an important part of Kiwanis fellowship, 
demonstrated by the fact that most clubs meet 
at breakfast, lunch, or dinner. Food is an im
portant way, too, for Kiwanians to share their 
good fortune with less fortunate members of 
their communities. It was a great day for the 
Interfaith Food Pantry when the Golden K 
Kiwanis Club of Elgin, Illinois, became a 
sponsor several years ago. In partnership with 
churches and other donors, this club gave 
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1,995 service hours to the pantry, which takes 
care of families in crisis. Volunteers stocked 
shelves and filled orders or hauled food and 
commodities from suppliers to the pantry, 
which serves about 17 percent of the popula
tion of Elgin. The club has found other ways to 
put food on those shelves-collecting baskets of 
food at club meetings; and trying to fill entire 
pick-up trucks with donated food on "Bag 
Days." 

THE KIWANIANS of South Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, have a simple rationale for their 
Human and Spiritual Values project, which 
serves the ill and lonely: true life is in service. 
In their own words, they "visited hospitals, 
nursing homes, and private homes regularly; 
made phone calls, sent greeting cards, read to, 
and played cards with the lonely; and 
delivered meals to shut-ins, took some out for 
coffee, took them to church, to special meet
ings, to the doctor, or wherever they wished to 
go." These guiding words from the Bible, "And 
you will be blessed because they cannot repay 
you," (Luke 14:14) came true for the committee. 

HOLIDAYS can be lonely times for people living 
outside the usual social and family circles. 
This is especially true for people who have 
recovered from Hansen's Disease, formerly 
known as leprosy. The name of the disease has 
changed, but the public shunning of recovered 
patients continues. The Esther Foundation 
serves the needs of these individuals, but not 
without help from folks like members of the 
Kiwanis Club of Paramaribo Central, 
Suriname. With financing from Christmas
bread sales and local business firms, club mem
bers coordinated a religious Christmas 
observance for the former Hansen's patients. A 
pastor led the group in prayer, after which 
carols, refreshments and gifts were provided 
by Kiwanians. The guests of honor recipro
cated with Christmas carols, poems, and in-

14 



strumental music. The investment of US 
$2,000 and 85 service hours did not equal the 
value of the personal rewards that the club 
experienced. 

RENEWED REVEREN E FOR THOSE BURillD in a 
local cemetery was only one outcome of a uni
que project conducted by the Sunrise Kiwanis 
Club of St. Cloud, Minnesota. The job of 
reclaiming the historic Stanger Cemetery from 
ruin and neglect was a classic example of using 
a diverse group ofvolunteers. "Human" values 
not withstanding, a prominent spiritual 
benefit was reuniting the long-departed mem
bers of Grace United Methodist Church with 
the contemporary congregation and pastor
who wanted the cemetery restored as a place of 
honor to those buried in it. 

Initial spiritual motivation led to community
services and youth-services components that 
made the total project such an overwhelming 
success. Young people who participated in the 
clean-up and the historical documentation 
processes experienced the same renewal of 
respect for early settlers and reverence for the 
dead as did their adult colleagues. The first 
100 hours of the project were only the begin
ning. A five-year commitment guaranteed that 
Kiwanians and others would return, as 
needed, with mowers, rakes, and other means 
of sustaining the original improvements. 
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[NTERNATIONAL 
UNDERSTANDING 

A SEEMINGLY ORDINARY Canada-US Goodwill 
Week interclub between the Kiwanis 
clubs of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, and 
Southampton, Pennsylvania, led to an ex
traordinary life-saving project for Jamaican 
children with heart defects. The Canadian 
Kiwanians knew of a child in need of heart 
surgery, and the Pennsylvanians knew just 
where to send him: the Pennsylvania District 
Foundation was a sponsor of the Children's 
Heart Program at Geisinger Medical Center in 
Danville. Because of this relationship, the 
hospital director agreed to treat the Jamaican 
child at no cost to Kiwanis. 

Of course, this humanitarian project was not 
entirely free of expense, so a Kiwanis partner
ship was created. For every young heart 
patient who underwent free surgery, a 
Jamaican Kiwanis club secured visas and 
made all travel arrangements for the child and 
a parent/companion. In the US, the
Southampton club provided transportation 
from the airport and lodging at the Ronald Mc
Donald House, while Danville, Pennsyl
vania, Kiwanians paid for meals and other 
basic needs of the international travelers. In a 
few cases, a doctor from the University Hospi
tal of the West Indies accompanied the family, 
so the clubs sponsored that person's travel, as 
well. The service-hour and dollar amounts for 
each surgery sponsorship barely reflected the 
Kiwanis clubs' long-term investment in 
healthy young lives. 

THE IUWANIS CLUB ofGillem-East Clayton, 
Georgia, recognized the impact of El 
Salvador's poor economy on the health and 
well-being of its children. The members 
couldn't change the Salvadoran economy, but 
they could ease its dire impact on orphans 
abandoned by parents too poor to feed and 
clothe them. A church-sponsored program 
called "Cross Connections" was already provid-
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ing aid to Salvadoran orphanages, and 
Kiwanis support was needed to furnish sup
plies that would improve orphanage condi
tions. Kiwanians spent 126 hours gathering 
donated materials, loading six 28-foot trailers, 
and arranging for six trucks to haul the sup
plies from Atlanta to Miami. The original plan 
was to help eight young children at a small or
phanage; but there was more than enough 
clothing, medical supplies, home-remedy 
medicines, bedding, and other items to meet 
the needs of hundreds of impoverished Sal
vadorans. 

THROUGH THE ADOPT-A-VILLAGE PROJECT of the 
Northwest Medical Teams International, clubs 
in Division 52 of the Pacific Northwest 
District, helped sponsor the installation of a 
fresh-water system in a Mexican village in the 
state of Oaxaca. They were asked to budget 
and raise the equivalent of $7.72 per member 
for this project, the total of which covered more 
than 60 percent of the cost ofthe installation. 
Within the division, another ambitious project 
arose. Six Kiwanians raised $1,000 each to 
travel to Mexico and personally install the 
water system. 

A BLIND HAITIAN orphan's plight captured the 
hearts of some Kiwanians in the community 
where he was living with his widowed foster 
mother. The mother's meager finances made it 
necessary for her to solicit funds at the start of 
each school year for the young man's special 
educational needs. He could stay in the United 
States only if he attended a special school. To 
ease the burden on the mother and keep the 
young man from being sent back to Haiti, the 
Kiwanis Club of Peabody, Massachusetts, 
stepped in to help. The club's modest invest
ment of time in monthly fund-raisers yielded 
about $500 for the family's expenses. As an oc
casional guest speaker at Kiwanis meetings, 
the blind orphan from Haiti spoke of the "good
will" he would one day take back to Haiti. The 
Kiwanians saw the project as a way to save the 
young man's life and to further international 
understanding. 
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CoMMUNITY 
SERVICES 

USING ITS CONNECTIONS TO CITY HALL to good ad
vantage, the Glendale, California, club made 
sure the local police and fire departments 
received the recognition they deserved for dis
tinguished service-often "above and beyond 
the call of duty." 

The mayor (who just happens to be a member 
of the club) proclaimed a Firefighters Apprecia
tion Day in March and a Police Appreciation 
Day in June. The Fire Chief(another member 
of the club!) cited four firefighters for 
departmental contributions beyond firefight-
ing. Awards for heroic service to the com
munity recognized ten outstanding police 

officers on their 
own appreciation 
day. For both spe
cial days-which 
were scheduled to 
coincide with 
Kiwanis meet
ings-city officials, 
representatives of 
the honored 

departments, and guests from four other city 
Kiwanis clubs represented the entire com
munity in honoring public service that is too 
often taken for granted. 

EVERY FOURTH SATURDAY ofthe month, approxi
mately 12 Kiwanians, six spouses and family 
members, and 11 Key Club members pack and 
distribute food for their community's SHARES 
program. Responding to results from a com
munity needs survey, the Arvada-Jefferson, 
Colorado, club saw the growing number of re
quests for food assistance as a need they could 
address. In fact, on an especially busy day, 
they pack and distribute as many as 700 boxes. 

KEY CLOBBERS from Standly Lake High School 
discovered a renewed sense of "purpose" and a 
clear understanding of community volunteer 
work. The size of the teens' club nearly 
doubled after the Key Club and Kiwanis folks 
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joined forces to share the SHARES project. The 
experience left Key Clubbers ready and able to 
take on any new projects that might come their 
way. 

THE KIWANIS CLUB of Omro, Wisconsin, learned 
first-hand how rewarding simple intergenera
tional activities can be for everyone who takes 
part. As soon as Kiwanians realized that resi
dents of a senior citizens' retirement home had 
to forego BINGO because of impaired hearing, 
vision, and movement, they had a perfect 
Kiwanis solution: invite sponsored-youth 
partners from Key Club and Builders Club to 
share the responsibility (and fun) of a weekly 
BINGO night at the retirement center. With 
three generations under one roof on a regular 
basis, the generation gap was effectively 
zapped. 

lF THE SLOGAN, ((take the bus, leave the driving to 
us," hadn't already led a major advertising 
campaign, it would be perfect for the Kiwanis 
project that has solved transportation 
problems for the young citizens in Wood
haven, Michigan, who participate in scouts, 
church, recreation department, and youth
sports activities. 

The project started in 1987 when the local 
Kiwanis club purchased a bus, and it paved 
the way for a major ongoing project. Several 
used buses, many volunteer drivers, hundreds 
of trips, and 26,000 miles of service later, the 
"Kiwanis Bus" with its many Kiwanis drivers 
has become a fixture in Woodhaven. The Wood
haven School District provides free parking 
and maintenance, and other donations keep 
costs down. The vehicles have served scout 
troops, churches, several area recreation 
departments, and a couple of emergency
evacuation crews. No one in Woodhaven knows 
how the community managed without it! 

AT LEAST 300 RESIDENTS of the Windward Road 
Community learned how they could build a bet
ter community when the Kiwanis Club of 
Kingston, Jamaica, presented its free com
munity fair on the grounds of a local church. 
Social-service agency staff lent planning assis
tance to the Kiwanis Community Services Com-
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mittee. Then, they provided speakers and 
resource information on AIDS, drug abuse, hy
pertension, nutrition, and legal aid. Donations 
of refreshments and "give-aways" from local 
business owners added a more festive aspect to 
the serious educational content. Interactive 
demonstrations and discussions encouraged 
residents to take an active role in improving 
their families' well-being and, in turn, the 
community's quality oflife. 

A PANCAKE BREAKFAST . . . served by baseball 
players .. . at an airport ... was hardly a basic 
"project idea" for a Kiwanis fund-raiser. Never
theless, it was good practice for a potential 
long-term partnership between the Kiwanis 
Club of Greeley, Colorado, and the or
ganizers of a new air show at Greeley/Weld Air
port. The club took on the pancake breakfast 
project as pinch-hitters when another civic or
ganization "walked" at the last minute-and 
because the club had already promised to send 
a youth baseball team to an overseas tourna
ment. Drafting the ball club for serving duties 
solved a potential manpower problem and 
doubled the effort to raise funds for the trip. In 
spite oflower-than-expected profit margins for 
both the air show and the pancake breakfast, 
everyone agreed that next year will be bigger 
and better. In fact, the Kiwanis club has al
ready decided to donate the next year's pan
cake breakfast proceeds to the Worldwide 
Service Project! 

KIWANIANS in Marquette, Michigan, were in
strumental in bringing the Habitat for 
Humanity organization to their community. 
Naturally, the Kiwanis name was instantly 
linked with the home-building program. A 
$750 donation for windows in the first Mar
quette "habitat" was one contribution the club 
could easily count. Keeping accurate track of 
the hours Kiwanians donated in labor was 
nearly impossible, although 192 have been 
recorded by 44 members. Since Habitat for 
Humanity doesn't stop with just one house and 
several other municipalities are offering future 
building sites, the Kiwanis Club of Marquette 
might be in the home-building business in
definitely. 
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STATISTICS 

Preceding pages of this booklet demonstrate 
the types of service projects performed by local 
Kiwanis clubs. These projects are just a glim
mer of the overall impact Kiwanis has on the 
worldwide community. The following informa
tion captured by the 1992-93 annual club 
reports reflect Kiwanis' total service effort. 

Total Service Total 

Funds Expended $63,687,868 
Service Hours 6,491,712 
Number of Projects 162,382 

Young Children: Priority One 

Funds Expended 
Service Hours 

Young Children: 
Priority One Projects 

Children's Miracle Network 
Telethon (CMNT) 

Parenting Education 
Immunizations 
Awareness of Child Abuse 
Alcohol Awareness for 

Pregnant Women 
Shaken Baby Syndrome 
Parenting Fair 

Service Projects 

Salvation Army 
Recycling 
Environmental Education 
Geography Education 
Community Leadership 

Workshops (CLEWs) 

6,554 clubs reporting 

$17,451,936 
1,602,765 

Number of 
participating 

clubs 

1,820 
1,539 
1,225 
1,117 

664 
344 
334 

1,432 
789 
713 
160 

100 
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Kiwanis International Office 
3636 Woodview Trace 

Indianapolis, IN 46268-3196 
U.S.A. 

(317) 875-8755 Worldwide 
(317) 879-0204 Fax 
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