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On Friday, Oct. 22, 10 FFA
members were recognized for

their entrepreneurial spirit. The
Agri-Entrepreneurship Awards, sponsored
by USDA Rural Development as a special
project of the National FFA Foundation,
recognizes young people who start or are
planning to start their own business. Here
are their stories.

Jordan Brabec of Schuyler, Neb., under-
stands that money doesn't grow on trees...
but it was a tree that sparked the idea for his
profitable business venture. Brabec wanted
to take a traditional lawn mowing business
to the next level. In planning, Brabec asked
himself, “What if | could plan a business
that would trim and prune trees and put the
useable residue through a wood chipper to
make a satisfactory product that prevents
damage from the lawn mower?” And so
Clip'n'Chip was created and has been grow-
ing ever since.

Brabec wanted to be successful, but he
also wanted to make a positive difference.

“Through my school, community and
work experience, | have gained so much
knowledge and lessons of life that have
served me well as | continue to grow and
make my mark on the world,” Brabec said.

Brabec knows that to successfully oper-
ate a business, you must maintain a high
moral standard. “I have found that being a
good person with good values may not be
the easiest road in life, but it is certainly
important to success,” he said. His main goal
is to increase awareness of the importance
of his service and to deliver that service
in a timely, customer-convenient manner
at a fair and reasonable price. “Thisis a
unigue business with a unique owner that
offers a unique product,” Brabec said. It is
that individuality that has set him apart
from competitors and allowed him to be
successful.

Brabec is currently a
junior at Schuyler High
School. He is very
active in FFA, partici-
pating in leadership
development events
and competitions.
He is also an active
member of Saint
Mary's Church.

Lydia Buck of
Glasgow, Mo., took
on the challenge

of starting her own
business as a fresh-
man FFA member
by asking herself

a few important
questions. What would build for her future,
involve her family and accommodate the
needs of her community? The answer came
to her one night at the dinner table.

A casual comment from her father
about the lack of wild quail in the area
sparked Buck's interest. After researching
the issue, she found that there was indeed
a low population of wild quail in the central
part of Missouri where she lived.

The answer was clear. Buck would raise
quail and sell them locally. Her father had
raised birds many years before and held
a strong interest in assisting his daughter
with her project, excited for the opportunity
to share his wealth of knowledge.

“In the beginning | read books, articles
and Internet sites on raising quail, but
words on paper could only get me so
far," Buck said. "With my father's help |
have gone from the instruction manual
to real life in starting and expanding my
business.”

When it came to financing the proj-
ect, Buck worked out a plan with her
father doing household chores to buy the

necessary equipment to start the project

and also worked at a local grocery store.
She bought her chicks, secured the appro-
priate licenses and before long, Lydia Buck's
Quail Covey was ready for business.

“Many times | have people come up to
me and say they are so happy at what | am
doing because it brings back such great
memories of when they were kids and wild
quail were more plentiful,” Buck said.

Now a senior, Buck's business has
expanded each year and her clients come
from all over the region. She not only devel-
oped the business concept, but also the
marketing strategy that has helped her keep
up with competitors with larger operations.
She has advertised in newspapers, websites
and even created her own website after
taking an agricultural tech class, causing
her clientele to double.

Throughout her high school career,
Lydia Buck was an honor student, partici-
pated in Varsity Quiz Bowl and was active
in many areas of her Glasgow FFA Chapter.
Buck is currently a freshman at Truman

State University.



Agri-Entrepreneurs Honored continued

Ashley Ceinwen Jones of Pineville, Ky.,
didn't seek out a business opportunity...
she says it found her. Her neighbor raised
sheep, and she was looking for an animal
to show. Little did she know that her 4-H
project 10 years ago would grow into her
supervised agricultural experience (SAE)
project and a successful business. She cre-
ated Blackberry Farm, a working farm that
raises high-quality Border Leicester sheep
that are recognized for their flavorful meat
and long, lustrous wool.

Jones leased four sheep from her neigh-
bor the first year and eventually purchased
two ewes and four lambs...and so her life as
a Border Leicester shepherd began. "After
researching the breed and talking to other
producers and shearers, | knew that | had
more than a breeding animal, | had wool
fleeces | could sell for profit,” Jones said. “I
knew to get top dollar for my fleeces, | had
to treat my sheep differently than a meat
breed producer.”

Wool sales became an important factor
in reducing the overhead of her business,
so Jones got creative in the distribution of

her wool. She approached crafters to use

Agri-Entrepreneuyship
apl Winner

her wool for special projects and even sells
packages to dance studios to use as pad-
ding in ballet shoes.

The only large producer of Border
Leicesters in the southern United States,
Blackberry Farm offers a wide variety of
sheep and wool products including breeding
and show stock, freezer lambs, raw and pro-
cessed wool fleeces, wool roving and quilt
bats and needle-felting kits and supplies.

Jones graduated from Bell County High
School in May of 2010. She hopes to earn
a degree in food science and technology
and work in research and development
for a food production company. While in
high school, Jones served as chapter FFA
president and participated and placed in
numerous speaking and livestock competi-
tions and won the 2010 National American

Border Leicester Jr. Achievement Award.

Courtney Cox of Taylorsville, Ky., took a
trip to the local farmers market when she
realized that things being grown in her

own backyard could be sold and marketed
locally. Cox started her business called Two

Springs Farm and has had a clear marketing

and business plan since she entered high
school. “Two Springs Farm is involved with
the production and marketing of various
fruits and vegetables, perennial flowers,
water plants and gourd crafts,” Cox said.

Cox understands that to be successful,
you must pay close attention to the needs
of the customer. “The key to my operation
has been understanding the needs and
wants of my community and working hard
to out market the other producers in my
area by listening to my customers,” Cox
said. Because of this, her business has con-
tinued to develop and expand over the past
two years.

Not only did Cox's creative vision
for her business set her apart from the
competition, she was careful to see what
aspects of her program were completely
specialized. After seeing a unique variety
of pumpkins on a trip out of state, she
realized no one in her area was produc-
ing them. She decided to fill that void
in her community and as a result, those
pumpkins and gourds have become the
backbone of Two Springs Farm.

"After two years, | have the market
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Agri-Entrepreneurs Honored continued

cornered on unique fall pumpkins and now
have moved into Indian corn and other fall
items, “ Cox said. “Throughout the year |
take over 30 different vegetables and fruits
to our local market, ” Cox said. She is con-
stantly in a state of growth and planning for
future expansion, while saving most profits
to help fund her college education.

Cox will graduate high school in the
spring of 2012. She is active in many
aspects of FFA and plays varsity volley-
ball. She also enjoys volunteering in her

community.

Jasper Cunningham of Ravenna, Mich.,
had an idea as a freshman in Raveena FFA
to get a business off the ground...and into
it. He created Seed Boy Seed Company

to meet the need for local seeds at an
affordable price and his business has been
"growing” ever since.

Cunningham’'s company motto is,
“where the heart of your garden begins.”
The heart of his company began with a risk.

"The start of my business was a huge
risk because | had to borrow money, create
a plan, and | was only 14 years old,” Cun-
ningham said. “These risks are daring, but

they ensured that Seed Boy was more than
a thought.”

However, before he made his final busi-
ness plan, he was careful to make certain
his goals were "S.M.A.RT." According to
Cunningham, they had to be “Specific,
Measurable, Attainable, Realistic and Time-
Bound.” Because of the product he would
be selling, he was confident in its timeless
appeal.

"Seeds will always play a vital role in
agriculture, since production starts with
a successful, healthy and well-regulated
seed.”

Cunningham believes that Seed Boy is
an expanding business, always in the cre-
ative stage, developing new products and
seeking new customers. He didn't limit his
business to any one location or seed spe-
cialty. Instead, Seed Boy now sells flower,
vegetable, field and grass seeds to name
a few. A strong component of his success
can be attributed to his involvement with
the Raveena Area Downtown Development
Authority, where his flowers are displayed
all over downtown as part of a beautifica-
tion effort. Cunningham sees this as free
advertisement and an opportunity to gain
business.

“To me, not taking a risk
is the same as throwing
away an opportunity. In
my opinion, the words
"risk" and "opportunity”
are interchangeable, and |
use them that way,” Cun-
ningham explains.
You can be sure
Cunningham

practiced what he preached. He took
advantage of every leadership opportunity
FFA had to offer while in high school. He
served as the Michigan FFA State Secre-
tary, won the National FFA Career Pathway
Grant, as well as many other FFA contests.
Beyond FFA, he was on the varsity track
team, National Honor Society and an active
member of Raveena United Methodist
Church.

Cunningham plans to study agricul-
tural business in college to become better
equipped to manage his growing business,
which he will work on during weekends,
holidays and summers.

Caleb Dickerson of Lamar, Ark., takes in his
surroundings with his eyes and his heart.
So when students from the Forrester Davis
Developmental Center visited the Lamar
High School farm last spring, he saw more
than simple interaction between children
and animals—he saw therapy and healing.
It was that day that inspired him to start
Therapy With Legs, a non-profit business
designed with the sole purpose of improv-
ing the quality of life for children with
special needs using animals housed at his
school animal science facility.

"As | was helping that day and watch-
ing the children interact with the animals, |
realized the therapeutic effect that animals
have on all children, and the impact that
these animals could have on children with
disabilities,” Dickerson said.

After hearing such positive feedback
from the special education teacher, Dicker-
son did extensive research on using animals
as a therapy for children with learning
disabilities and found an abundance of
research supporting his theory.

He soon began evaluating and care-
fully addressing the risks involved with
his business, the resources needed to
make it happen and the different ways
it could make a positive difference in his
community.

Not only is Dickerson implementing the
student interaction with the animals, he is
developing curriculum for special education
teachers that will make this therapy part



Agri-Entrepreneurs Honored continued

of their daily learning environment in the
classroom.

"l believe that | can make a huge impact
on not only our local elementary, but also
with the students in the Forrester Devel-
opmental Center that will last a lifetime,”
Dickerson said.

Dickerson is a senior at Lamar High
School. Beyond his FFA involvement, he is a
member of the Lamar High School football
team and Relay for Life.

William Maltbie of Burlington, Okla., cre-
ated Maltbie Mowing in Burlington, to
provide full-service lawn care to the sur-

rounding rural communities. Yard by yard,

Maltbie is cutting grass to grow his future.
“My goal is to become an agricultural engi-
neer,” Maltbie said. " | aspire to work for
John Deere and design new lines of lawn
equipment. To accomplish this | will need to
have a deep understanding of their current
lines.”

Maltbie carefully identified his target
market before starting his business. “Since
my success depends on being able to meet
my customers’ needs and desires, | must
know who my customers are, what they
want, where they live and what they can
afford,” he said.

He has directly applied skills learned

in his agriculture courses to enhance

his business practices. For example, he
designed flyers to market his company
after learning how in an agricultural com-
munications class. He also uses the record
keeping system used in FFA to track
expenses and purchases and increase
efficiency. "By keeping track of my income
and expenses, | was able to determine
what prices | needed to charge in order

to make a profit,” Maltbie said. Maltbie's
entrepreneurial spirit is the driving force
behind his success. Whether it is purchas-
ing more efficient equipment or adding a
new service to his business, no opportu-
nity for growth is missed.

Maltbie is currently a senior at Burling-
ton High School. Beyond his extensive FFA
involvement and accolades, he is a member
of the Burlington High School band and
basketball team and serves as president of
his class.

Denise Miller of Mulberry, Ark., started
her own business with a clear goal in mind.
Determined to build for her future, she was
going to save money for college. "No one in
my family has ever gone to college and as
a young child | promised myself | would be
first,” Miller said. While deciding what her
business would entail, she closely observed

her surroundings and noticed that a
longtime hobby could fill a void in her com-
munity. No one else in town made candles.

"There are no other candle makers in
my area, so | knew | had a craft unique to
this area,” Miller said. "l have been making
candles for well over 10 years, for almost as
long as | can remember.” She makes can-
dles with bees wax from her own bee hives.

Miller also attributes skills learned in
FFA to her business success. Some might
not compare livestock judging to candle
making, but Miller has a unique way of
explaining how the two relate. “FFA teaches
me how to be part of a team, especially
when we go to judging contests,” Miller
said. "Judging poultry is especially advanta-
geous because when judging poultry, you
judge the bird on salability. Much like birds,
you want candles that sell easily.”

Miller has found the benefit of liv-
ing and growing her business in a small
town, especially since word of mouth is
what keeps her company thriving. “When
someone likes your product, the next day
everyone knows that it is a good product,”
Miller said. She also maintains her own
business website where customers can
order candles.

Miller is a junior at Mulberry High
School and plans to expand her business
after graduation. She is an active member
of her FFA chapter, where she has served as
an officer and a member of the poultry and
dairy judging teams.

Ross Rojik of Alexandria, Penn., realized he
could turn his hobby into a profitable busi-
ness venture, and started Mountin’ Man
Taxidermy, a full-time studio offering cus-
tom taxidermy and skull cleaning services.
“Custom taxidermy is not your average
shoulder mount on the wall,” Rojik said. “It
is working with the client to design a mount
to fit a certain spot in their home.”

From day one, he knew he wanted to
appeal to the creative side of the hunter. I
want to attract clients that want more than
just a deer on the wall, clients that want
their mounts to be pieces of art,” Rojik said.

Rojik built his business on three
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Agri-Entrepreneurs Honored continued

important concepts: quality work, customer
service and quick turnaround. "I take pride
in producing quality work for my clients,”
Rojik said. “Allowing the customer to tell
me exactly what they want and making any
changes to their mounts in order to sat-
isfy their needs keeps a good relationship

Border Leicester
Rreed

between the client and myself” He is also

able to return his clients’ work to them in ! r

half the time it takes his competitors.

Not only does he want to create art,
he can make a positive contribution to his
family. Rojik is growing his business with
the goal of becoming the premiere taxi-
dermy studio in his county. “If | can achieve
this goal | will definitely be able to support
my family financially, “Rojik said.

To ensure his success, Rojik even cre-
ated and manages a website to market
his business and show potential clients
what they can expect. “I want my busi-
ness to stand out against other taxidermy
businesses because of what clients can
expect when they come to Mountin' Man
Taxidermy.” Rojik is a member of the Penn-
sylvania Taxidermists Association. While
in high school, he worked a part-time job in
addition to his FFA activities and taxidermy
business.

Dustin Stanton of Centralia, Mo., didn't
know it at the time, but he began preparing
for his FFA career 11 years ago. His busi-
ness, Stanton Brothers, was hatched out of
a first grade incubation project in the spring
of 1999.

“The class incubated 12 baby chickens
and as a reward, one of the students had
the opportunity to take these chicks home,”
Stanton said. After getting permission from
his parents, he put his name in the hat.

As luck would have it, his name was not
drawn. Heartbroken, Stanton explained his
situation to his uncle. The next day, Stanton
came home to a surprise. His uncle bought
him his first six baby chicks. Stanton Broth-
ers now has more than 4,000 chickens and
growing.

“My major objective right now with
Stanton Brothers is to provide a safe, reli-
able and nutritious source of eggs to local
people who enjoy eating food that they

know where it comes from,” Stanton said.

Based on his wide egg distribution
throughout the Missouri area and his
reputation, he is on the right track. Stanton
Brothers now sells weekly to the Colum-
bia Farmers Market, three nursing homes,
two restaurants, three bakers, numerous
neighbors, two health food stores and
seven grocery stores, five of them being the
national chain store Hy-Vee.

Stanton is selling approximately 450
dozen eggs per week but doesn't want
to limit his business to just eggs. He
already sells radishes and tomatoes, but
after receiving a state grant, his plans for
expanding to other vegetables are moving
forward.

"l have come to find that the secret to
owning a business is being able to prioritize
and manage your time effectively and effi-
ciently,” Stanton said.

With a long list of high school extra-
curricular activities in FFA and beyond, he
proves that it's not only the secret to a good
business, but also to being a well-rounded
student.

A senior at Centralia High School,
Stanton is involved in several areas of FFA,
having held multiple chapter and area
offices and excelling in CDE and speaking
competitions on all levels. He was also a
member of the National Honor Society,
Future Business Leaders of America and

many other organizations.
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Agriscience Awards

Working with a Ph.D. researcher at The
Ohio State University, Rebekah Meller
tested the use of garlic in ground beef to
eliminate bacteria. Through her project, the
Wauseon, Ohio, student was able to pro-
mote agriscience in her community through
the publishing of her findings. Now this
research has also won her top honors.

Meller was named Agriscience Stu-
dent of the Year on Oct. 22 at the 83rd
National FFA Convention during an onstage
ceremony and was presented with a schol-
arship. She is a member of the Pettisville
FFA Chapter. She is the daughter of Donna
and Gene Meller, Jr., and her FFA advisor is
John Poulson.

"My agricultural education courses
really fueled my interest in new, upcom-
ing agricultural news, such as what can be
done with new technology or what can be

After 21 years of teaching, Alan Smith
recognized that he was going to have to
make some changes in his classroom if he
wanted to save his agriscience program. By
securing grant funding and getting his cur-
riculum approved as science lab credit, the

Cushing, Okla., teacher has not only
increased his enrollment and brought

done with old rem-
edies,” Meller said.
She plans to pursue
a career in vet-
erinary medicine
and credits her
experiences in
FFA for lead-
ing her to that
decision.

Eight
national
finalists are
selected
for the
Agriscience Student of the Year award.
To qualify, applicants must present the
findings of their own agriscience-related
research projects. They are also evaluated
on their general academic achievements

recognition to his students, but he has now
also won top national honors.

Smith was named Agriscience Teacher
of the Year on Oct. 22 at the 83rd National
FFA Convention during an onstage

ceremony.

The Agriscience Teacher of the
Year award recognizes outstand-
ing agriculture teachers who
emphasize agriscience technol-
ogy in their curriculum. Finalists
have developed innovative
programs in food,
environmen-

tal, animal,
plant, soil and
mechanical/
engineering
sciences. The
program is
sponsored by
PotashCorp as a
special project
of the National
FFA Foundation.

and their involvement in school and com-

munity activities. The Agriscience Student
Recognition Program is sponsored by Mon-
santo as a special project of the National
FFA Foundation.

For the last three years, Smith has
dramatically changed the way he teaches
agriscience. After learning that a student
was struggling with the biology portion
of the American College Test (ACT), he
began incorporating more science into
his agriculture teaching, beginning with
the parts of the plant cell. Smith has now
aligned his botany course to the standards
of the horticulture industry. His students
grow and sell plants from their green-
house, as well as conduct experiments that
require them to collect, analyze and publish
data on a weekly basis.

In addition to learning more about bot-
any than in previous years, Smith has also
encouraged his students to become more
involved with award recognition programs
and in 2009 a member of the Cushing FFA
chapter was selected as a finalist for the
National Agriscience Student of the year.
Additionally, three of Smith's students
competed in the National Agriscience
Student Fair during the national FFA
Convention.
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Agriscience Fair awards

The 2010 Agriscience Fair awards were pre-
sented onstage during the seventh general session at the
83rd National FFA Convention. The winners are listed below

by event:

Biochemistry/Food Science/Microbiology
Division One: Wyatt Pasler, Colorado
Division Two: Sarah Cox, Ohio

Division Three: Bailey Brashears and Blake Conners,
Texas

Division Four: Taylor Strehl and Connor Strehl, Illinois

Botany

Division One: Sheylimar Cruz Serrano, Puerto Rico
Division Two: Cole Lawson, Missouri

Division Three: Tommy Smith and Jake Harper, Utah

Division Four: Amber Kay and Ben Northrup, Georgia

Engineering
Division One: Sarah Hempen, Illinois
Division Two: Brady Welu, Minnesota

Division Three: Aaron Moreland and Brennan
VandenHoek, Oregon

Division Four: Trevor Correia and Josh Barron, Georgia

Environmental Science
Division One: Tyler Thompson, Texas
Division Two: Jayton Rainey, Texas

Division Three: Grandon Scheil and Jacob Pintens,
Wisconsin

Division Four: Ariel Jones and Mary Lavender, Texas

Zoology

Division One: Cassidy Jordan, Texas
Division Two: Hannah Beeler, California

Division Three: Megan Ekse and Storm Bermudez,
Washington

Division Four: Jessica Davison and Jennifer Davison,
Virginia

INFINITE POTENTIAL
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Students Experience

Career Development Events

? ;

Since 1928, the national FFA Orga-
nization has worked to create
career development events (CDEs)
that demonstrate the meaningful
connections between classroom
instruction and real-life scenarios.
CDEs are designed to help prepare students
for careers in agriculture and build upon

what students learn in agricultural classes
and FFA.

CDEs test the abilities of individuals and
teams in 23 major areas of agricultural
instruction. More than 3,000 youth travel
from across the country to participate in
these different national CDEs. Through
intense hands-on activities, students are

asked to perform specific career skills.

Industry professionals act as judges, so the
participants receive a real understanding of
how they would perform in real careers in
agriculture. Winning teams and high indi-

viduals receive scholarships.

Agricultural
Communications

Sponsored by the National FFA Foundation.

The National FFA Agricultural Communi-
cations CDE is a competitive activity that
tests students’ skills in all areas of the
agricultural communications field and eval-
uates how well they can apply classroom

knowledge to real-life situations.

Participants attend a simulated news con-

ference and use the information gathered

to complete individual practicums in news
story writing, press release writing, radio
broadcasting, web design and graphic
design. Prior to the event, students compile
communication project proposals related to
innovative agricultural practices, manage-
ment technigues and marketing tools. Each
team then creates a 15-minute presentation
based on their proposal. Members also
compete in an editing exercise and a gen-

eral communications quiz.

Winning Team: Ross Droppert, Kelly
Whipps, Nick Davis, Lynn Koenigsfeld
and Krista Schmidt, all of Hudson FFA,

lowa

High Individual: Kelly Whipps of
Hudson FFA, lowa
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CDE Winners continued

Agricultural Issues Forum

Sponsored by Elanco as a special project of the
National FFA Foundation.

The National FFA Agricultural Issues Forum
CDE is a competitive activity that tests stu-
dents' knowledge of agricultural issues and
evaluates how well they can apply class-
room knowledge to real -life situations. To
qualify for the National Agricultural Issues
Forum CDE, teams must design a presen-
tation that addresses multiple viewpoints
of a contemporary agricultural issue and
present it to a number of audiences in their
community. For the national event, they
present a portfolio based on their local
audiences’ feedback and deliver their pre-
sentation to a panel of judges.

Winning Team: Sami Jo Heitsch, Micah
Christensen, Kaci Malmborg, Ben Berry,
Cora Craig, Sarah Mock and Blaze
Cress, all of Frontier FFA, Wyo.

Agricultural Mechanics

Sponsored by Bridgestone Americas Tire
Operation-Ag Division (Firestone Brand) as a
special project of the National FFA Foundation.

The National FFA Agricultural Mechanics
CDE is a competitive activity that allows
students to apply classroom knowledge to
real-life situations. Activities included in
the event are a written exam, a team activ-
ity, demonstration of problem-solving skills
and hands-on performance activities. Areas
of emphasis include environmental and
natural resource systems; machinery and
equipment systems; structural and energy
systems; and industry and marketing sys-
tems. Each team in the event has competed
with other chapters in their state for the
privilege of participating in the national
event.

Winning Team: Robbie Jackson, Austin
Butcher, Tyler Moline and Justin
Hartman, all of Fergus of Lewistown
FFA, Mont.

High Individual: Robbie Jackson of
Fergus of Lewistown FFA, Mont.

INFINITE POTENTIAL

Agricultural Sales

Sponsored by Monsanto as a special project of
the National FFA Foundation.

The National FFA Agricultural Sales CDE is
a competitive activity that allows students
to apply classroom knowledge to real-life
situations. The event includes actual sales
presentations, a written exam, a team sales
situation, an individual practical situation
focusing on customer relations, customer
service, or prospecting for customers. Each
team competed at local and state levels for
the privilege of representing their state at
the national FFA convention.

Winning Team: Jordan Peterson, Maria
Pitner, Tessa Cammel and Brianne
Johnson, all of Minot FFA, N.D.

High Individual: Laura Plass of Tulelake
FFA, Calif.

Agronomy

Sponsored by Bayer CropScience as a special
project of the National FFA Foundation.

The National FFA Agronomy CDE is a
competitive activity that allows students
to apply classroom knowledge to real-life
situations. Participants’ knowledge of agro-
nomic sciences was tested through several
levels of competition including develop-
ing solutions for problematic scenarios;

identification of seeds, insects, soil and
crops; and other management practices.

Winning Team: Jaycob Wilkins,
Whitney Gray, Stephanie Hancock and
Jared Sage, all of Neosho FFA, Mo.

High Individual: Kyle Dresback of North
Union FFA, Ohio

Creed Speaking

Sponsored by CHS and the National FFA Foun-
dation as a special project of the National FFA
Foundation.

The National FFA Creed Speaking CDE is
designed to recognize outstanding FFA
members for their ability to present the
National FFA Creed in a competitive set-
ting. Members deliver the Creed from
memory and respond to three questions.
The event gives FFA members the opportu-
nity to develop their ability to communicate
in a powerful, organized and professional
manner.

High Individual: 1st Place—Mason
Moore of Dexter FFA, N.M.

Dairy Cattle Evaluation

Sponsored by the Association of Equipment
Manufacturers, Dean Foods and the National
FFA Foundation as a special project of the
National FFA Foundation.

The National FFA Dairy Cattle Evaluation
CDE is a competitive activity that tests the
student’s ability to select and manage qual-
ity dairy cattle. Event components include
six classes of dairy cattle, linear classifica-
tion of five Holstein cows, a sire selection
and dairy management exercise and placing
of four dairy animal pedigrees. Each team
competed at local and state levels to earn
the privilege of representing their home
state at the national FFA convention.

Winning Team: Robert Iniguez, Vincent
Migliazzo, Kaitlyn Ryan and Alison
Sherman, all of Atwater-Buhach Colony
FFA, Calif.

High Individual: Kaitlin Gelsinger of
Conrad Weiser FFA, Penn.
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Dairy Foods Evaluation

Sponsored by Dairy Farmers of America and
the National FFA Foundation as a special proj-
ect of the National FFA Foundation.

The National Dairy Foods CDE is a competi-
tive activity that allows students to prove
their knowledge about the recognition,
selection and management necessary for
quality dairy foods. Participants must com-
plete a written exam on milk production and
marketing, evaluate milk samples for flavor
and quality, identify cheeses, evaluate milk
sediment pads and milker parts for defects
and distinguish dairy and non-dairy prod-
ucts. Each team competed at local and state
levels to earn the privilege to represent their
state at the national FFA convention.

Winning Team: Haleigh Bruce, Michael
Harris, Lane Rippee and Elisabeth
Whaley, all of Fair Play FFA, Mo.

High Individual: Elisabeth Whaley of
Fair Play FFA, Mo.

Environmental/Natural
Resources

Sponsored by Smithfield Foods and USDA-
Natural Resources Conservation Service as a

special project of the National FFA Foundation.

The National FFA Environmental/Natural
Resources CDE is a competitive activity
that allows students to apply classroom
knowledge to real-life situations. This
event focuses on testing students’ prob-
lem solving and decision-making skills

in environmental and natural resources.
These areas concentrate on soil profiles,
water and air quality, waste management,
environmental analysis and use of global
positioning units. Each team competed
at local and state levels for the privilege
of representing their home state at the
national FFA convention.

Winning Team: Cory Calkins, Alyssa
Thompson, Jacob Flake and Aaron
Olson, all of Stanwood FFA, Wash.

High Individual: Tommy Marchetti of
Rusk FFA, Texas

Extemporaneous Speaking

Sponsored by the American Farm Bureau Fed-
eration as a special project of the National FFA
Foundation.

The National FFA Extemporaneous Public
Speaking CDE is designed to recognize out-
standing FFA members for their ability to
prepare and present a factual speech on a
specific agricultural issue in a well thought
out and logical manner. Members select
one topic from a choice of categories, have
30 minutes to prepare a four-to-six-minute
speech and respond to five minutes of
questions following delivery.

High Individual: Ashton Mese of
Kingfisher FFA, Okla.

Farm Business
Management

Sponsored by John Deere as a special project
of the National FFA Foundation.

The National FFA Farm Business Manage-
ment CDE is designed to test the ability of
students to apply economic principles and
concepts in analyzing farm and ranch busi-
ness management decisions. Participants
respond to questions concerning economic
principles in farm business management as
well as a problem-solving analysis section.
Each team in the event has competed with
other chapters in their state for the privi-
lege of participating in the national event.

Winning Team: Travis Pittman, Stewart
Herndon, Blake McGraw and Harlea
Perdue, all of Blountstown FFA, Fla.

High Individual: Harlea Perdue of
Blountstown FFA, Fla.

Floriculture

Sponsored by Ball Horticultural Company and
the National FFA Foundation as a special proj-
ect of the National FFA Foundation.

In the National FFA Floriculture CDE, FFA
members test their knowledge and skills

in the production and retailing of flow-

ers, plants and foliage. Participants must
complete a general knowledge exam on the

floriculture industry, identify plant materi-

als and demonstrate problem solving and
decision-making skills, employment and
customer service skills, technical floral skills
and the ability to work as a team. Teams
competed at the local and state levels to
earn the privilege of representing their
home state at the national FFA convention

Winning Team: Thomas Burnham,
Morgan Watt, Weslie Williford and Nick
Wood, all of Perry High FFA, Ga.

High Individual: Nick Wood of Perry
High FFA, Ga.

Food Science and
Technology

Sponsored by Kraft Foods as a special project
of the National FFA Foundation.

The National FFA Food Science and Tech-
nology CDE is designed to test a student’s
basic knowledge of food science as well as
the student’s ability to apply this knowledge
to practical situations. Each team partici-
pates in a timed team product development
project and each individual participates in
practicums involving food sensory evalua-
tion and food safety and sanitation as well
as a written exam.
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Winning Team: Taylor Helbig, Amelia
Howe, Kellsey Turner and Katherine
Beekman, all of Oley Valley FFA, Penn.

High Individual: Amelia Howe of Oley
Valley FFA, Penn.

Forestry

Sponsored by Husqvarna and John Deere as a
special project of the National FFA Foundation.

The National FFA Forestry CDE is a com-
petitive activity that tests students’ skills
and knowledge in the area of forest man-
agement. Event components include a
general forest knowledge exam, tree and
equipment identification, tree/forest disor-
ders identification, a chainsaw practicum,
forestry issues interview and a team activ-
ity. Each team competed at local and state
levels for the privilege of representing their
state at the national FFA convention.

Winning Team: Courtney Johnson, John
Marshall, Brandon Gerardy and Noble
Carpenter, all of Columbia FFA, Mo.

High Individual: Robin Studdard of
Jefferson County FFA, Ga.

Horse Evaluation

Sponsored by Kent Feeds, Inc., RAM Truck
Brand, Tractor Supply Company and Wahl!
Clipper Corporation as a special project of the
National FFA Foundation.

The National FFA Horse Evaluation CDE is a
competitive activity that tests the student’s
ability to select and evaluate horses. Event
components include eight selection classes
that consisted of four halter classes and
four performance classes. Students also
give four sets of oral reasons with two sets
coming from each evaluation class. Each
team competed at local and state levels for
the privilege of representing their state at
the national FFA convention.

Winning Team: Nina Adams, Christa
Avery, Sadey Saputo and William
Wood, all of Snowy Range FFA, Wyo.

High Individual: Sadey Saputo of Snowy
Range FFA, Wyo.

INFINITE POTENTIAL

Job Interview
Sponsored by the National FFA Foundation

The National FFA Job Interview CDE is a
competitive activity that tests student's
ability to perform effectively throughout the
entire job application process. The partici-
pants prepare a resume, cover letter and
complete a written application. They also
participate in phone, one-on-one and panel
job interviews as part of the competition.

High Individual: Ryan Carr of Carthage
FFA, Mo.

Livestock Evaluation

Sponsored by Bayer Animal Health, Boehringer
Ingelheim Vetmedica and the National FFA
Foundation as a special project of the National
FFA Foundation.

The National FFA Livestock CDE is a com-
petitive activity that tests the student's

ability to select and evaluate livestock.
Event components include eight evaluation
classes of beef, sheep, swine and goats;
oral placement reasons on four classes;
and a written exam on livestock produc-
tion. A team event, based on production
performance records, demonstrates the
team'’s breeding livestock selection abil-
ity. Each team in the event competed at
local and state levels for the privilege of
representing their state at the national FFA

convention.

Winning Team: McKenzie Walta,
Audrey Gruntmeir, Josh Lippoldt and
Kyle Mueggenborg, all of Kingfisher
FFA, Okla.

High Individual: Kyle Mueggenborg of
Kingfisher FFA, Okla.




Marketing Plan

Sponsored by DeBraun Grains, USDA Rural
Development and National FFA Foundation as a
special project of the National FFA Foundation.

The National FFA Marketing Plan CDE
helps students practice and sharpen skills
in marketing through the development and
presentation of a marketing plan. The plan
may focus on the introduction of a new
agricultural product, supply or service or on
improving marketing of an existing product,
supply, or service. Each team competed
against teams in their state for the privilege
of participating in the national event.

Winning Team: Jenny Gordon, Maddie
Stone and Whitney Petersen, all of Elk
Grove FFA, Calif.

Meats Evaluation and
Technology

Sponsored by Cargill Meat Solutions, Hormel
Foods Corp., Kraft Foods-Oscar Mayer Divi-
sion and Tyson Foods, Inc. as a special project
of the National FFA Foundation.

The National FFA Meats Technology and
Evaluation CDE is a competitive activity

INFINITE POTENTIAL

that tests students’ skills and competen-
cies in evaluating and identifying meat
carcasses and products. Event compo-
nents include a general knowledge exam;
beef carcass evaluation; identification of
wholesale and retail cuts of beef, lamb
and pork; quality and yield grading of beef
carcasses; a team meat merchandising
activity; and solving of a meat formulation
problem. Each team has competed on the
local and state levels to earn the privilege
of representing their state at the national
FFA convention.

Winning Team: Cole Lane, Markie
Hudiburgh, Kelli Williamson and Lacey
McGrath, all of Clovis FFA, Calif.

High Individual: Cole Lane of Clovis
FFA, Calif.

Nursery/Landscape
Sponsored by Arysta LifeScience North Amer-
ica Corporation, Kubota Tractor Corporation

and STIHL Inc. as a special project of the
National FFA Foundation.

The National FFA Nursery Landscape
CDE is a competitive activity in which

FFA members test their knowledge and
skills in nursery practices and landscap-
ing. Contestants must complete a general
knowledge exam testing horticultural prin-
ciples including plant anatomy, production,
marketing, turf, landscape design and
maintenance. Each participant must also
complete practicums involving a landscape
drawing, landscape estimating, plant prop-
agation or potting, identification of plants,
disorders and equipment. Each team com-
peted on local and state levels to earn the
privilege of representing their state at the
national FFA convention.

Winning Team: Blair Allen, David
Sublett, Alexis Owens and Cole Fuller,
all of Southern Alamance FFA, N.C.

High Individual: Cole Fuller of Southern
Alamance FFA, N.C.

Parliamentary Procedure

Sponsored by The Mosaic Company as a spe-
cial project of the National FFA Foundation.

The National FFA Parliamentary Procedure
CDE tests students’ ability to effectively
communicate ideas during a meeting.




Components included a general knowledge
exam of parliamentary law, a 10-minute dem-
onstration of parliamentary procedure, oral
questions and written minutes of the demon-
stration. Each team competed against chapters
from across the nation.

Winning Team: Payton Atteberry, Jill
Blankenship, Cole Griffith, Kelsi Mueller,
Arika Myers and Abbey Thomas, all of
Eldon FFA, Mo.

Poultry Evaluation

Sponsored by Tyson Foods, Inc., U.S. Poultry and
Egg Association and the National FFA Founda-
tion as a special project of the National FFA
Foundation.

The National Poultry Evaluation CDE is a com-
petitive activity that tests the participant’s ability
to select top quality poultry and poultry products
needed for successful production and market-
ing. Event participants must complete a written
exam on poultry management, evaluate classes
of live birds for eggs and meat production, evalu-
ate quality of eggs and evaluate and identify
parts and products. Each team competed at local
and state levels for the privilege of representing
their state at the national FFA convention.

Winning Team: Haley Halcomb, Sera Snow,
James Stone and Brooke Watson, all of
Delight FFA, Ark.

High Individual: Haley Halcomb of Delight
FFA, Ark.

Prepared Public Speaking

Sponsored by Monsanto as a special project of the
National FFA Foundation.

The prepared public speaking CDE is designed
to recognize outstanding FFA members for their
ability to prepare and present a factual speech
on a specific agricultural issue in a well thought
out and logical manner in a competitive setting.
Members prepare and deliver a six-to-eight-
minute speech from memory and respond to
five minutes of questions. The event is just one
way FFA members can develop their ability to
communicate in a powerful, organized and pro-

fessional manner.

High Individual: Tara Newton of Kingfisher
FFA, Okla.

INFINITE POTENTIAL



National Agricultural
Proficiency Winners Announced

Agricultural
Communications -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Amelia Martens - lllinois

Amelia Martens of the Orion FFA Chapter
in lllinois uses her knack with words to
reach her goal of teaching the public the
truth about agriculture. The Orion FFA
member has written material for local and
state agricultural publications, her FFA
chapter's website and her school’s Student
Food Drive blog. In 2009, Martens wrote
a total of 40 articles for multiple out-

lets. She is supported by FFA advisor Jay
Solomonson.

This award is sponsored by Bl and Keystone
Steel and Wire Company - Red Brand.

INFINITE POTENTIAL

Agricultural Education -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Arani Cuevas - Oregon

Arani Cuevas is wild about animals. As a
ZooTeen volunteer, the North Clackamas
FFA Chapter member educated zoo visi-
tors about animal exhibits at the Oregon
Zo0 year-round. Working at the Oregon
Z00 Family Farm, this North Clackamas
FFA member managed and trained animals
to bring agriculture to an urban audience.
Cuevas talked to an average of 600 visitors
a day during the summer months. She is
supported by FFA advisors Kathy Mayfield
and Wynn Mayfield.

This award is sponsored by The James F.
Lincoln Arc Welding Foundation and Tulsa
Welding School.

Agricultural Mechanics
Design and Fabrication -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Brennan Davis - Kansas

Brennan Davis of the Doniphan West FFA
Chapter in Kansas started constructing all
steel buildings using a welder and a plasma
cutter after watching his dad. Relying on word
of mouth, Davis sells his products to farmers
who need livestock shelter and homeown-
ers who need general storage. With only
one facility to house projects, efficiency is
important to Davis' supervised agricultural
experience program (SAE) and he must
complete projects quickly to make room for
the next. Davis is supported by FFA advisors
Elmer Schmitz and KaCee Thompson.

This award is sponsored by Carry-On Trailer
Corporation and RAM Trucks.

Agricultural Mechanics
Energy Systems -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Andrew Joseph Blom - Colorado

Having grown up in rural Colorado, Andrew
Joseph Blom of the Lone Star FFA Chap-
ter observed both dry land and irrigated
farming. His unfamiliarity with irrigated
farming sparked his interest in the field

and he found employment at a sprinkler
business. Blom responds to service calls
and has mastered how to use a variety of
equipment. Working with his employer, he
also helps implement new technologies
that smooth day-to-day operations. Blom is
supported by FFA advisors Lee Vetter and
Brian Cunningham.

This award is sponsored by The Lincoln Electric
Company and New Holland.




Agricultural Proficiency
Winners continued

Agricultural Mechanics
Repair and Maintenance -
Entrepreneurship

Justin Daniel Thomas - Illinois

Justin Daniel Thomas of the Charleston FFA
Chapter in Illinois worked with his family to
restore five tractors before he began high
school. He has since started JT's Repair and
Restoration and restored four tractors, an
old disk and a plow by himself. He helps

his FFA chapter raise money by restoring
antique tractors for fundraising. He is sup-
ported by FFA advisor Julie Niemerg.

This award is sponsored by Briggs and Stratton
Corporation Foundation, Inc.

Agricultural Mechanics
Repair and Maintenance -
Placement

Blake Matthew Meneses - California
Growing up, Blake Matthew Meneses of the
Tulare FFA Chapter in California enjoyed
taking apart lawn mowers and putting them
back together again until they worked. He
has since graduated to tractor repairs in

his mechanic work at Cabrera & Meneses.
Shadowing his brother, he learned to maxi-
mize his time without sacrificing perfection
and how to keep detailed records for each
job. He is supported by FFA advisors Dave
Caetano, Jennifer Sousa, Mike Mederos and
Kevin Koelewyn.

This award is sponsored by Hobart Welding
Products and Tractor Supply Company.

Agricultural Processing -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Richard Rangel - California

As a member of a family of seven, Richard
Rangel of the Laton FFA Chapter in Califor-
nia set out to assist his family financially
through his SAE. Working at Ravens Jerky
and Seasoning has offered Ragel greater
financial freedom and an opportunity to be
involved in the meat industry he hopes to
remain connected to in the future. Some of

Rangel's tasks include slicing meats, taking

INFINITE POTENTIAL

inventory and mixing marinade ingredients.
He is supported by FFA advisors Tammy
Pilcher and Dale Costa.

This award is sponsored by Archer Daniels
Midland Company and CHS.

Agricultural Sales -
Entrepreneurship

Ellary Swenson - Utah

After her older sisters got married and
moved away, Ellary Swenson of the Payson
FFA Chapter in Utah took on the duties

of two summer produce stands. Having
sufficient labor is key to Swenson's busi-
ness, so she recruits family members and
friends to help her with the stands. Swen-
son increased her profits by diversifying
produce selection and keeping detailed
daily sales records. She is supported by FFA
advisors Nyle Russell and Howard Houston.

This award is sponsored by Channel and Crop
Production Services.

Agricultural Sales -
Placement

Colten Lee VanMeter - Georgia

With his stepfather running the busi-

ness and his mother maintaining all of

the records, it was only natural for Colten
Lee VanMeter of the Pickens County FFA
Chapter in Georgia to help out at his fam-
ily's business, Cherokee Feed and Seed.
VanMeter's responsibilities consist of sales,
customer service and deliveries. He used
money earned from his work to purchase
livestock to exhibit and cushion his sav-
ings account for his college career. He is
supported by FFA advisors Joe Wright and
Jason Cantrell.

This award is sponsored by Fastenal and Vig-
ortone Ag Products.
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Agricultural Services -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Ethan John Vander Wal - South Dakota
As a boy, Ethan John Vander Wal of the
Sioux Valley FFA Chapter in South Dakota
always wanted his turn on the tractor with
his dad and grandpa. He transformed that
love for tractors into a custom baling and
land rolling business. Vader Wal relies on
word of mouth and advertising in a local
paper to attract customers. In the upcom-
ing year, he hopes to bale 4,500 bales of
hay and corn and land roll 5,000 acres. He
is supported by FFA advisor Don Sutera.

This award is sponsored by Agricredit Accep-
tance LLC and the National FFA Foundation.

Beef Production -
Entrepreneurship

Levi K. Zwirn - Colorado

Breeding beef cattle is a lifestyle for Levi K.
Zwirn of the Yuma FFA Chapter in Colo-
rado. In his constant pursuit to improve his
operation, he has increased his herd to 100
head of cattle, purchased a donor cow and
maintained detailed records. Zwirn raises
feeder calves in a feedlot separate from

his replacement females until the market
is at the best price to sell them. He is sup-
ported by FFA advisors Lee Vetter and Brian
Cunningham.

This award is sponsored by Bayer Animal
Health and Nasco Division - Nasco Interna-

tional, Inc.

INFINITE POTENTIAL

Beef Production -
Placement

Evan W. Ibach - Nebraska

Evan W. Ibach'’s great grandfather pur-
chased the Nebraska farmstead on which
his family raised cattle 92 years ago. The
operation is now expanding and Ibach is
actively involved in day-to-day operations,
staying especially attuned to herd health
and nutrition. Recognizing the importance
of genetics, the Sumner-Eddyville-

Miller FFA member also developed two
agriscience projects that focus on heat syn-
chronization and artificial insemination in
replacement heifers and mature cows. He is
supported by FFA advisor Boyd Bowder.

This award is sponsored by Midwest PMS and
the National FFA Foundation.

Dairy Production-
Entrepreneurship

Mitchell Krahn - Wisconsin

Mitchell Krahn's dairy operation started with
three calves on his family’'s farm in Wiscon-
sin. His herd has increased to 45 head of
registered Holsteins that he hopes to show
statewide in the future. Between caring for
his cows and his family’s cows, the Brillion
FFA member clocks in 50 hours of work per
week. Krahn supplements his on-the-farm
experiences with participation in the FFA
Dairy career development event (CDE). He
is supported by FFA advisor Gordie Gasch.

This award is sponsored by Delaval, Inc. and
New Holland.

Dairy Production-
Placement

Erin Elizabeth Daninger - Minnesota

Erin Elizabeth Daninger of the Forest Lake
FFA Chapter in Minnesota is an enthusi-
astic agricultural advocate when it comes
to her family’s 60-cow rotational graz-

ing operation. The close proximity of the
farm to the Twin Cities allows Daninger to
exhibit cattle and educate consumers at the
Minnesota State Fair. Daninger is equally
involved on the farm and does genetic
research on each cow in order to complete
registration papers and determine what
sires should be used to improve the herd.
She is supported by FFA advisors Michael
Miron, Robert Marzolf and Veronica Ward.

This award is sponsored by GEA Farm Tech-

nologies and Kuhn North America.

Diversified Agricultural
Production -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Tyler Stanley Loschen - Illinois

Every Christmas, Tyler Stanley Loschen of
the Tri-Point FFA Chapter in Illinois antici-
pated receiving more components to his
farm play set. His passion for agriculture
continued to grow, so much that his neigh-
bors offered to rent 160 acres of crop land
to him. Because his parents do not farm,
Loschen is very independent in managing
his operation, which required him to obtain
a $100,000 line of credit. He intends to
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increase his acreage while maintaining
environmentally friendly and technology-
advanced practices. He is supported by FFA
advisor Diana Loschen.

This award is sponsored by J.R. Simplot Com-
pany and the National FFA Foundation.

Diversified Crop

Production -
Entrepreneurship
Hayden Jake Byars - Illinois

Despite the constant battle with weather
conditions, Hayden Jake Byars of the Cisne
FFA Chapter in Illinois is intent on becom-
ing a full-time farmer. He produces corn,
wheat and soybeans crops and places high
value on the risk management plan he
developed. Byars deals with the uncertainty
of good years and bad years in farming
under the mentorship of numerous family
members. He is supported by FFA advisor
Jennifer Timm.

This award is sponsored by CHS.

Diversified Crop
Production - Placement

Justin D. Moffitt - Indiana

Justin D. Moffitt of the Carroll at Flora

FFA Chapter in Indiana has always been
fascinated watching one kernel of corn
develop into a stalk of corn. Working at
Minich Farms Inc. has provided Moffitt
with substantial knowledge of corn and
soybean production. His duties advanced
from cleaning swine barns to operating
machinery in the field and he hopes to
apply these skills to his own operation one
day. He is supported by FFA advisors Steve
and Melissa Keown.

This award is sponsored by Crop Production

Services and National Crop Insurance Services.

Diversified Horticulture -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Sarah Jane Wheeldon - Nebraska

Just because Sarah Jane Wheeldon is
a girl doesn't mean she's afraid to get

INFINITE POTENTIAL

dirty. The Schuyler FFA member combats
gender prejudice with high quality ser-

vice in her turf management business in
Nebraska. After mowing lawns with her
sister, she expanded the business to include
landscape management and a small green-
house. She is supported by FFA advisors
Tom Wheeldon and Ryan Schroeder.

This award is sponsored by Nationwide Insur-
ance Foundation.

Diversified Livestock
Production -
Entrepreneurship

Aaron David Heishman - Virginia

Aaron David Heishman of the Central FFA
Chapter in Virginia is a very competitive
person and uses that quality in the show-
room and on the farm. He raises cattle
and swine, focusing on improved genetics
in his herd of completely bred and owned
animals. Additional accomplishments
include increasing feed efficiency and

the rate of gain in each species, thereby

decreasing costs. He is supported by
FFA advisors Sherry Heishman and Dana
Fisher.

This award is sponsored by Tractor Supply
Company and Wahl Clipper Corporation.

Diversified Livestock
Production - Placement

Kassandra Elizabeth Pfeiffer - Oklahoma
Kassandra Elizabeth Pfeiffer's parents pur-
chased her first cow two weeks before she
was born. Ever since her early start in the
livestock industry, the Mulhall-Orlando
FFA member has continued working on her
family's cattle and goat ranch in Oklahoma.
Learning about embryo transfer and vacci-
nation programs is important to her family’s
success in the competitive livestock indus-
try. She is supported by FFA advisor Allen
Miller.

This award is sponsored by Behlen Manu-
facturing Company and the National FFA
Foundation.
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Emerging Agricultural
Technology -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Taylor Kade Runyan - Oklahoma

As the daughter of a science teacher and
rancher, it seemed natural for Taylor Kade
Runyan of the Atoka FFA Chapter in Okla-
homa to combine the fields of science and
agriculture for her SAE. Working at the
OSU Research Center in Lane allowed her
to do so, as she completed fruit and vegeta-
ble research using agricultural technology.
She has learned selective plant breeding
techniques and lab maintenance proce-
dures. She is supported by FFA advisors
Bart and Michelle Harper.

This award is sponsored by Ag Leader Technol-
ogy and BASF.

Environmental Science

and Natural Resources -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Marshall Michael Bennett Il - Georgia
Marshall Michael Bennett Il of the
Lowndes FFA Chapter in Georgia knows
first-hand the environmental consequences

of fitting more cattle on less land. When

INFINITE POTENTIAL

his family did so and their cattle gained
access to two wetlands, they faced a sig-
nificant pollution problem that Bennett has
sought to correct through his SAE. Bennett
installed over a mile of fencing and more
than seven acres of riparian buffer strips to
control erosion and filter incoming water.
He is supported by FFA advisors James
Corbett, Quinton Hadsock and Spence
Taylor.

This award is sponsored by Triscuit.

Equine Science-
Entrepreneurship

Justin Goodlett - Kentucky

For Justin Goodlett of the Spencer County
FFA Chapter in Kentucky, raising and show-
ing horses isn't just a hobby, it's a way of
life. He grew up watching his father show
and trade horses and today follows in those
footsteps with four Tennessee Walking
horses of his own. In addition to learning
about horse vaccinations, nutrition and
general care, he has begun his own farrier
business. Goodlett has had the continued
encouragement of his advisors Darryl
Matherly and Bland Baird.

This award is sponsored by Keystone Steel and
Wire Company - Red Brand and Land O’Lakes
Purina Feed.

Equine Science - Placement

Katherine Alyssa Dreier - Wisconsin
Katherine Alyssa Dreier of the Wisconsin
Heights FFA Chapter in Wisconsin got

her first job working with horses when her
English teacher recommended her to a
local horse farm owner. Since then, she has
worked at four different stables, each allow-
ing her a new way to experience the equine
industry she loves. Dreier has worked with
the foaling process, training horses and
recommending food rations and feed sup-
plements for the horses in her care. She is
supported by her FFA advisor Kim Houser.

This award is sponsored by Nutrena - Cargill
Animal Nutrition and Tractor Supply Company.

Fiber and/or Qil
Crop Production -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Vance Carter Zacharias - North Dakota
When his uncle began eyeing retirement,
Vance Carter Zacharias of the Enderlin FFA
Chapter jumped at the opportunity to buy
his 393 acres of prime North Dakota farm-
land. For two growing seasons, he's done it
all by himself - with plenty of advice pro-
vided by his experienced father and uncle.
He sets goals before each planting concern-
ing the profitability margin and yield. This
last season, Zacharias easily surpassed his
own goals. He is supported by his FFA advi-
sor Bob Moller.

This award is sponsored by Bunge North

America and Cargill.

Floriculture-
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Lovlean Purewal - California

The moment that Lovlean Purewal of the
Caruthers FFA Chapter in California saw

a bride’s reaction to her wedding flowers,
she knew that floral design was for her. She
began small, making corsages and bouton-
nieres but eventually found herself creating
floral designs for weddings and other large
events. Purewal has learned to work with
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customers, discovering their vision and
making it happen. And at the same time,
she has realized her own vision. She says,
“It's one thing to replicate. It's another to
create.” She is supported by her FFA advi-

sor Jennifer Tweedy.

This award is sponsored by Bayer CropScience,
Bayer Environmental Science and the National
FFA Foundation.

Food Science

and Technology-
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Allison Nicole Hoover - Pennsylvania
Allison Nicole Hoover of the State College
Little Lions FFA Chapter in Pennsylvania
has performed taste tests and food evalua-
tions as part of her SAE. In 2006, she pitted
Oreos against their sugar-free brethren in

a blind tasting, surmising that consumers
could not tell a difference. She's also stud-
ied which method best keeps apples from
turning brown and the chemical composi-
tion of maple syrup she produced at her
high school. Hoover is majoring in food sci-
ence at Penn State, turning her passion into
a career. She is supported by her FFA advi-

sors Paul Heasley and Jessica Harpster.

This award is sponsored by CHS and Kraft

Foods, Inc.

Forage Production -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Brandon Lane Folger - Oklahoma

Brandon Lane Folger of the Ringwood FFA
Chapter in Oklahoma had no background in
agriculture before joining FFA and develop-
ing an SAE. And while he admits that he
initially started his project as merely a way
to make money, he has since become pas-
sionate about agriculture and his work. For
his forage production project, he is charged
with scouting for insects, spraying and
loading semis with the finished project. He
is supported by FFA advisor Will Bunt.

This award is sponsored by Claas of America,
Inc. and Lextron, Inc.

Forest Management
and Products -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Logan Daniel Wells - Wisconsin

It all began with a little lemonade stand

in the front yard for Logan Wells of the
Monroe FFA Chapter in Wisconsin. From
that first demonstration of entrepreneur
know-how, he is now the proud owner of
a portable sawmill business. He plants
seedlings, cleans brush, cuts firewood and
sells lumber to a growing customer base.

Well's favorite part of his operation is, as
he puts it, the fact that a forest is his office.
He is supported by his FFA advisor Carmen
Montgomery.

This award is sponsored by John Deere and
RAM Trucks.

Fruit Production -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Austin Brooks Sweeney - Oregon

Austin Brooks Sweeney of the Dayton FFA
Chapter in Oregon grew up watching his
father work long days on the family’s Mari-
onberry production operation. Today, he's
joined his father, becoming a field manager.
In addition to managing hired help, he
sprays the berries and arranges the plants
to grow in a pattern to optimize berry out-
put. He works with his father to harvest the
berries at night, ensuring they are cool and
won't get crushed in the warm, summer
sun. He is supported by his FFA advisor
Mitch Coleman.

This award is sponsored by DuPont Company.

Grain Production-
Entrepreneurship

Morgan Butch Bressler - California
Morgan Butch Bressler of the Colusa FFA
Chapter in California wants to be a farmer
after attending college and if his work with
his SAE is any indication, he is well onto
making that dream become a reality. He
has raised 92 acres of rice, milo and corn,
practicing sound conservation practices
along the way. Bressler has developed his
skills in the practice of irrigation, cultivation
and pest control while also creating corn
mazes and pumpkin patches for the local
elementary school, part of what he calls
community service. He is supported by
his FFA advisors Heather Thomas and Tim
Crabtree.

This award is sponsored by Pioneer Hi-Bred.

INFINITE POTENTIAL 0
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Grain Production-
Placement

Aaron Patrick Prins - Illinois

Aaron Patrick Prins of the Geneseo FFA
Chapter in lllinois has joined a family farm-
ing operation that has thrived since the
1880s. He has focused his energies on
strengthening the farm’s corn production.
He has worked with all aspects of the busi-
ness: seedbed preparation, seed selection,
biotechnology, scouting, spraying and
harvesting. To learn more about this indus-
try he loves, Prins will study production
agriculture at college. Eventually, he hopes
to take over the family farm and continue
the legacy started so long ago. He has been
supported by his FFA advisors Brian Stahl
and Doug Nelson.

This award is sponsored by Pioneer Hi-Bred.

Home and/or Community
Development -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

James Douglas Flatt - Tennessee

With both his parents serving as mission-
aries, James Douglas Flatt of the Wilson
Central FFA Chapter in Tennessee has been
inspired to serve others in any way he can.
He has led mission trips to areas hit worst
by Hurricane Katrina where he served on a
chainsaw clean-up crew and helped rebuild
homes in Louisiana. On a more local level,
Flatt has become a member of his county
fair board, volunteering for development
projects that benefit all fair-goers. He has
been supported by his FFA advisors Benny
Joe McDonald and Pam Farmer Walker.

This award is sponsored by Carhartt, Inc.

Landscape Management -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Ricky D. Moore - North Carolina

Even though his father owns a landscap-
ing business, Ricky D. Moore of the West
Rowan FFA Chapter in North Carolina was
never pushed into joining him. But after
seeing what his father does and his passion,

INFINITE POTENTIAL

he couldn't help but develop a shared love
of plants and the aesthetics of the environ-
ment. Moore loves learning new techniques
and methods of the business and in times
of recent economic hardship, has helped
the company work with a tighter budget.
Once he completes college, he will join his
father as an equal partner in the business.
He is supported by his FFA advisors Jason
Chester and Clark Adams.

This award is sponsored by John Deere and

Tractor Supply Company.

Nursery Operations -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Joshua Joe Conaway - Oklahoma

Joshua Joe Conaway of the Ringwood
High School FFA Chapter in Oklahoma
started his nursery program in the school
greenhouse. Today, he has diversified his
horticultural endeavors to include rais-

ing water pond plants, ground cover and
bedding plants. He has learned the art of
running a successful nursery, including the
ability to identify weeds and detrimental

insects. Most importantly, Conaway has

derived great passion from his agricultural
experiences. This is something he hopes to
pass on as he studies to become an agri-
science teacher. He is supported by his FFA
advisor Will Bunt.

This award is sponsored by RAM Trucks and
the National FFA Foundation.

Outdoor Recreation -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Nicholas W. Peckman - Kansas

As the owner of Twin Bros. Hunting, Nicho-
las W. Peckman of the Paola FFA Chapter
in Kansas had the goal of increasing the
profitability of his family’s land without
increasing the acreage. He has accom-
plished this through recreational hunting.
Peckman has built food plots, feeders,
established mineral licks and built deer
stands on the land. He leads guided hunts
for deer, turkey and waterfowl. Peckman
has the goal of introducing bear hunts in
the next year. He is supported by FFA advi-
sors Jeff T. Hines and Josh Evans.

This award is sponsored by Cabela’s and the
National FFA Foundation.
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Poultry Production -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Christian Blake Alexandre - California
After a seventh grade visit to the nation’s
capital, Christian Blake Alexandre from
the Del Norte FFA Chapter in California
became enthralled with the small pastured
poultry operations he saw there. He began
his own organic poultry farm before enter-
ing high school. He is now up to 1,500
laying hens and there are days when he
gets nearly as many eggs. Alexandre takes
every precaution with his birds, even using
Great Pyrenees dogs to protect them from
wild predators. He plans to continue and
expand his operation after graduating from
college. He is supported by his FFA advisor
Robyn Gill.

This award is sponsored by Tractor Supply
Company and the National FFA Foundation.

Sheep Production -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Madison Lin McGolden - Oklahoma
Agriculture has been part of Madison Lin
McGolden's life from the very beginning.
The Fairview FFA Chapter member in Okla-
homa began her enterprise with 20 ewes,

INFINITE POTENTIAL

a number that has now grown to more

than 90. She has sold her stock across the
country—from Nevada to Texas and even
hosted her own camp to share sheep show-
ing technigues. She holds five camps each
summer, having taught about 160 students.
McGolden is supported by FFA advisors
Vince McGolden and Mandy Heister.

This award is sponsored by Bimeda, Inc. and
New Holland.

Small Animal
Production and Care -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Jessica M. Both - lllinois

Jessica M. Both of the Seneca FFA Chapter
in lllinois has wanted to be a veterinarian
since she was four years old. But before
she'd put on her lab coat, she knew she'd
need some experience. What started with
an unruly dog named Jake blossomed into a
70-client pet care business. Both operates
"l Care Animal Service” out of her par-
ent's basements and will apply what she's
learned there to her future career as an
agriscience teacher and FFA advisor. She is
supported by her FFA advisors Jeff Maier-
hoter and Kent Weber.

This award is sponsored by Merial.

Specialty Animal Production
- Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Levi William Ochsner - Nebraska

Levi William Ochsner of the Sutton FFA
Chapter in Nebraska worked with his fam-
ily to convert a building his grandpa used
for hogs into the perfect facility to start an
aquaculture project. After working with his
parents, in 2006 he bought his first 6,000
trout that he would care for and sell on his
own. He attributes his success to careful
daily feeding, cleaning and maintaining
the health of his fish. Oschner hopes to
continue building his operation, eventually
purchasing a tank to transport fish to his
customers. He has been supported by his
FFA advisors Thomas Hofmann and Kurt
Heideman.

This award is sponsored by Land O’Lakes
Purina Feed and the National FFA Foundation.

Specialty Crop Production -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Kyle Russell Templeton - Tennessee
Growing tobacco has been in Kyle Rus-
sell Templeton’s family business for three
generations. The member of the East Rob-
ertson FFA Chapter in Tennessee got his
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start on the farm when he was seven years
old and helped pick up leaves missed by
the machinery. Fast forward more than 10
years and he owns his own acres and has
worked to increase grade and output per
acre. Templeton plans to increase his land
and output in the coming years while learn-
ing more about the operation and crop he
loves. He has been supported by his FFA
advisors Kari Hice and Tommy Green.

This award is Sponsored by the National FFA
Foundation.

Swine Production-
Entrepreneurship

Austin Rhye Kindschi - Oklahoma

Austin Rhye Kindschi of the Mulhall-
Orlando FFA Chapter in Oklahoma began
his swine operation with three sows. Since
then, he has worked to develop award-
winning breeding stock. Kindschi markets
85 percent of his swine and 18 of those
have won county championships with one
being named state fair champion. He has
sold pigs to young swine exhibitors in eight
states. He is supported by his FFA advisor
Allen Miller.

This award is sponsored by LA-CO Markal and
the National FFA Foundation.

Swine Production -
Placement

Ronald Tye Wynn - Georgia

Ronald Tye Wynn from the Colquitt County
High School FFA Chapter in Georgia got his
start in the swine industry as the official
playmate of the baby pigs on his father's
swine farm. His responsibilities have grown
substantially since then. He cares for nearly
3,000 hogs; feeding, vaccinating, breed-
ing and waste management are among his
many duties. He is supported by his FFA
advisors Shawn S. Collins, Steve Bass, Sta-
cey Beachman, Gene Hart and Stephanie
Summerlin.

This award is sponsored by Sunglo Foods/Akey
and the National FFA Foundation.

INFINITE POTENTIAL

Turf Grass Management -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

William Maltbie - Oklahoma

Growing up in Oklahoma, William Maltbie
dreamed of driving a tractor. His dad, how-
ever, told the future Burlington FFA Chapter
member that he would have to settle with
driving the family lawnmower. For Maltbie,
that was all it took to spark his interest in
turf grass management. He began with
eight lawns and now cares for 30. He
meets with each client at the beginning of
each mowing season, outlining the expec-
tations. For Maltbie, the customer is always
right. He is supported by his FFA advisor
Travis Bradshaw.

This award is sponsored by John Deere.

Vegetable Production-
Enterepreneurship/
Placement

Charlie Tank - Minnesota

One of Charlie Tanks's earliest memories

is his grandfather’s sweet corn patch and
enjoying its rewards with his cousins. A
few years ago, however, the Randolph FFA
Chapter member of Minnesota, saw the
opportunity for expansion. Working with
his cousin, he introduced pumpkins, gourds
and other autumn regalia into the opera-
tion. In four short years, Tank has doubled
his gross sales and seen a net return of 66
percent. Completing college, he will join
his family as the fourth generation in its
agricultural pursuits. He is supported by his
FFA advisor Edward Terry.

This award is sponsored by Monsanto Veg-
etable Seeds.
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Veterinary Medicine -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Emily Elizabeth McCullough - Oklahoma
Emily Elizabeth McCullough of the Lone
Grove FFA Chapter in Oklahoma has known
since she was 10 years old that she wanted
to make veterinary medicine her career.
When she began working at the local vet
clinic, her main duties were feeding the
animals and sanitizing the operating rooms.
Now, she is charged with administering
medications and caring for the animals
before and after surgery. After college,
McCullough plans to start her own vet
clinic. She is supported by her FFA advisor
Michael Stuckey.

This award is sponsored by the American Vet-
erinary Medical Association.

Wildlife Production
and Management -
Entrepreneurship/
Placement

Aaron Thomas Shawler Wheeler

- Kentucky

Since he was 14, Aaron Wheeler of the
LaRue County FFA Chapter in Kentucky,
has worked for a farm/hunt operation, rais-
ing quail, pheasants and chucker birds. He
has learned every facet of the business,
from feeding the birds to guiding hunters
through the grounds and finally cleaning
the game for his customers. Wheeler has
surely achieved the goals he set for him-
self, especially earning the respect of his
customers and colleagues. He is supported
by his FFA advisors Misty Bivens and Tim
Quiggins.

This award is sponsored by Land O’Lakes
Purina Feed and Yamaha Motor Corporation
USA.




Stars Over America
Pageant Takes Center Stage

Four outstanding FFA members
who represent success in agri-
cultural education were awarded
the most prestigious honors that
the National FFA Organization

awards. The American Star in Agri-
business, American Star in Agriscience,
American Star in Agricultural Place-
ment and the America Star Farmer were
awarded to students who have received
the American Degree, established profit-
able agricultural enterprises or program
focusing on an agricultural field, demon-
strated outstanding active involvement in
both FFA and their communities and have
met other rigorous agricultural educa-
tion and leadership requirements. During
the convention, each finalist participated
in interviews by a panel of judges, who
ultimately named the top candidate in
each area. Winners were announce in an
onstage ceremony where they received a
plague and an award of $2,000.

INFINITE POTENTIAL

Star Farmer

At a young age, Adam Venteicher of Pierce, Neb., began tagging
along with his father, and soon his interest in agriculture was
sparked. He worked with his dad feeding cattle and riding on the
tractors when they were planting and hauling corn. When he was
in first grade, Venteicher and his sister bought 15 feeder pigs. This
was his first chance to work with his own livestock. Later he helped
with a cow/calf operation. Venteicher enjoyed working with cattle,
so he knew he wanted to have his own. In 2003 he purchased six
bred cows that would calve in March. He then purchased a large
round baler to put up his father's hay. Every year he added cows to
his operation and updated his father's old cattle facility. Today, his
operation has 37 cow/calf pairs and 19 open replacement heifers that are pastured on 160 acres
he rented from his father. In addition to livestock, Venteicher also began producing crops. By
2005 he had increased his operation to consist of six acres of rye, 13 acres of soybeans and 20
acres of corn. In 2009 he also had the opportunity to rent 110 acres, where he raises ground corn,
soybeans and alfalfa.

When things slow in the winter, Venteicher works on restoring tractors. He currently attends
Northeast Community College and plans to graduate with an associate's degree in both animal
science and diesel technology. He plans to continue farming after graduation.

Venteicher is the son of Kenneth and Donna Venteicher. He is a member of the Pierce FFA
chapter, and his advisor is Jodi Borchers.

Star in Agriscience

Emily Arkfeld of Dunbar, Neb., has been raising Hampshire swine on
her family farm for years, so it was only natural she wanted to use
them as the basis for her research. Arkfeld studied the Rendement
Napole (RN) gene, referred to when she started as the “Hampshire
Gene.” She combined her background in swine and a desire to
improve meat quality.

Arkfeld began researching the muscle quality of Hampshire hogs
and investigated ways it could be improved to improve the taste of
Hampshire meat. Through her research, she compared the meat
quality of Hampshire hogs with and without the RN gene.

Currently enrolled in the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, the
21-year-old plans to graduate next year with a bachelor's degree in animal science with ameat
science option and continue on to graduate school to eventually pursue a doctorate.

“With the Hampshire swine industry being such a huge part of my life growing up,” Arkfeld
said, "l quite frankly cannot imagine living without it. | plan to always be involved in production
agriculture and raise pigs, because it is truly what | love to do.” She is the daughter of Timothy
and Luanne Arkfeld. She is a member of the Loudes Central Catholic FFA chapter, where her
advisor is her father, Timothy Arkfeld.
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Star in Agricultural Placement

“Are you sure you want to farm?” Dan Griesbach of Stratford,
Wis., fondly remembers the question his parents always asked
him. To Griesbach, there was no doubt he would one day
become the sixth-generation Griesbach to farm his family's
original 1880 dairy farm, the oldest-working dairy farm in his
township. He eventually acquired 50 percent ownership in the
dairy farm and now this 22-year-old Marshfield FFA member's
hard work, determination and motivation to succeed earned
him top honors.

As Griesbach learned the ropes in dairy farming from his

grandfather and father, his responsibilities grew around the
family farm. During his junior and senior years in high school,
he enrolled in the Production Agriculture-Youth Apprenticeship Program and completed
Level | and Il, which accelerated his learning of dairy farming as well as commodity
marketing and farm business management. The summer before graduation, Griesbach'’s
father suffered an unavoidable spinal surgery, which pivoted Griesbach to overseeing the
daily management of the farm and cemented his role as a future farmer. Once his father
recovered, the farm continued to grow, increasing the number of cattle from 55 to more
than 70 and harvesting high-quality forages. Griesbach also encouraged his father to

plant a silage-specific corn hybrid to increase the digestibility and starch content of the
farm’s silage. Among his many other accomplishments, Griesbach also has exhibited his
livestock at several fairs; won a proficiency award and became a career development event
champion during the Wisconsin FFA convention; and was named a 2007 Wisconsin Star in
Agricultural Placement finalists.

After graduation, Griesbach enrolled in the two-year Farm Operation program at Mid-
State Technical College in Marshfield. In the near future, he plans to complete the Farm
Business and Production Program at Mid-State and purchase the farm from his parents. He
is the son of William and Carol Griesbach. His FFA advisors are Mike Zee and Tim Heeg.

Star in Agribusiness

When he was deeded the family business, Rusty Kenner of
Cheyenne, Okla., looked forward to proving himself when
others expected him to fail. Kenner and his brother took a
diversified business that had been in decline for five years and
turned it back into the reputable businesses his grandfather
created.

Shortly after entering high school, Kenner was able to
restart the family well drilling business by refurbishing old
equipment. During the past five years, the business has
drilled more than 150 wells and repaired dozens of other

wells. Kenner continues to expand his business with word-of-
mouth marketing. Kenner also operates a custom hay swathing
and baling company. Last year, Kenner baled more than 2,000 bales. With the goal of
increasing production and efficiency in his haying business, he has seen profits rise, which
has given him the ability to upgrade equipment in both businesses.

Even though he currently works full time with Kenner Water Well and Custom Swathing
and Baling businesses, Kenner plans to continue his education this fall at Oklahoma State
University - Okmulgee to study diesel mechanics. He plans to expand the family businesses
with a diesel mechanics shop. Kenner is the son of Clifford Lynn and Dixie Kaye Kenner, and
his advisor at the Cheyenne FFA chapter is Nathan Torrance.




Retiring Address: Levy Randolph

What Can | Give

School had just ended for the week and | was ready for
the spring break of a lifetime. All of us upperclassmen
were making plans for the week ahead. We had to make
sure to hit the beach, of course have a bonfire and finally
have some good movie nights. | left school that day
anxious to get the weekend rolling and prepare myself for
ions were buzzing Friday
epic week and all

this week of madness. C
night about how thi
of our senior clas
Later that w: as having
a conversation w
to run for state of: ing break
and he and | wer ions for the
interviews. | tol

know if | would ev: at we
do a couple of practice questions over the phone and
| was doing so well! | listed off facts for issue-related

questions, | showed who | was in personal questions,
but then he asked the final question. He simply asked,
“What can Levy Randolph give?" and | couldn’t answer
it. What could | give that would be unique? | didn't want
to recite a cliché FFA answer, so | told him to think about
it and | would get back to him by the end of the week.
Then the next day | got a call from a friend that not
only changed my'mng break, but led me to eventually
realize the two things | could give.

Have you ever asked yourself the question, “What can

| give?” | mean have you seriously looked into the
mirror and reflected on who you are and asked
what you could give to others? The world
that we live in is surrounded with many
opportunities for us to give. We can
donate money to charity; we can
volunteer. We can let someone
who may have one or two items
go before us in line at the
grocery store. We can even
give aride to a friend who
has tried everyone else. We
have so many opportune
times where we can give
something and while it's
true that we can give in

a variety of ways, there




Levy Randolph continued

are two things that | believe are within our
power to give that we often fail to offer each
day: love and inspiration. They are so ver-
satile and can impact anyone and influence
anywhere.

| learned about love at a young age from
someone who in my eyes loves anyone and
everyone. Make some noise if you have a
grandparent you love. Oh man, do | love my
Grandma Louise. She makes the best food.
Sorry Mom, I've been lying to you all these
years, but Grandma one ups you on this one.
Growing up in another country had its perks
and one of them was coming back to Cali-
fornia every summer for Christmas break
and staying with Granny because she would
be so happy to see my sister and me that
nothing we did was bad.

| got to tag along with her one day while
Mom and Dad were out. We began our day
by heading to the grocery store and | asked
her why she was buying more food because
we had enough at the house. She said, “Just
wait and stop asking questions L.G., grab
the list and help grandma find some of these
items.” So | took the mission set before me
and once we finished at the grocery store,
she drove us over to the Salvation Army. |
immediately thought | was getting brand
new clothes, especially when she asked,
“What do boys your age like to wear?" It's

that kind of question that our parents ask
when they want to play it off as if they aren't
buying us something, so | quickly walked
over to look for super hero shirts and nice
outfits for what most boys at my age would
go for. When she purchased them, | thought
to myself, “This is why | love my grandmal!

| can't wait to try these on." As | dug into
the bag to grab some out and admire them
on our way home, she told me to put them
back in the bag. We pulled on to our street
and what happened next surprised me and a
life lesson was taught to me by my grandma
that day. We pulled onto the street she lived
on and instead of driving into the garage,
we passed my grandma'’s house and went

a little ways down to another house where
a new family had just moved in. My G-Ma
Louise had gotten word that this new fam-
ily didn't have much food or clothing cause
they couldn't afford much, so she decided
to go out and buy these necessities for their
family. She dropped off the items without
expecting a thank you and just wanting to
do a good deed, yet the impact this made
was evident. | asked her later, why she had
gone and done that and she replied with,
“Because they share the same need and
want that we have L.G." | asked, "What's
that?” and she said, "Love.” All my life my
grandma’s message has stuck with me.

The unfortunate thing about my lovely,
beautiful grandmother is that she is no lon-
ger on this earth. | lost her at the age of 12
and it was devastating. | remember crying
in classes at school randomly, because the
hurt was always there. What helped me get
through it all was remembering what she
told me while she was laying in that hos-
pital bed and | was saying goodbye before
we headed back to Japan. She said, “Make
sure you love other people.” She went on
to tell me how there are too many people
in this world that have hate in their hearts
and judge. She ended with, “Don't be one
of them.” I didn't know that would be the
last talk | would share with my Grandma
Louise. But although, she isn't with us, her
legacy is. My grandmother left a legacy
of service, friendship and love. She would
open her home up to people in need, pro-
vided the church with things like flowers
and loved reading and cooking for people in
the nursing homes.

When | look at the many conversations
I have had with her both before her passing
and after, the one thing that always man-
aged to show up was love. What it meant,
what it does, why we do it. What it means
is unique because to my grandma it was
the most important aspect of life. What it
does is unbelievable for it is love that is the
key to life and it is its influences that move
the world. Why we do it is simple, because
everybody in the world wants to be loved—
everybody! My G-Momma put it best when
she simply said Give Love!

If you really want to make the days in
your life worth something or truly matter,
then we must love something, but what we
do with the love is the key to the puzzle.
When you return home, try simply offer-
ing five people a smile throughout the day.
Go up to someone who is eating lunch by
themselves and join them. At that point,
we've only scratched the surface and we
have to go deeper. Volunteer your time at
a homeless shelter or nursing home. Don't
rub off someone cause they may be a little
different than you. Give love to your family
by supporting them in their endeavors with
encouraging words and acts of service. Give
love to your friends by being the listening
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ear they need in times of trouble. Giving love
is giving of yourself without expecting any-
thing in return and if there is some kindness
that you can show to the people around you,
then show it.

| absolutely love to give love and | have
made a conscious effort to provide that in
my interactions. However, something else
that is important to give isn't always visible
or evident right away.

Throughout my terms in various
offices—be it chapter, sectional, regional,
state, or even national office—I have always
questioned whether or not | have done
something that at least makes a difference
in one individual's life. Something that gets
them excited about a passion unique to
them. Something that inspires them.

During my travels, | had an opportunity
to meet a newly elected state officer by
the name of Alex when | made my way to
the Oregon state convention. Alex’s first
impression of me must have been really bad,
since we met through one of his interview
rounds and | was a stubborn prospective
member trying to throw him curveballs.

But since their convention, Alex and | have
gotten to know each other fairly well and |
consider him one of my close friends. One
of the things that Alex and | both cherish
that has strengthened our friendship is faith.
It has been the center of our conversations
and not only that, Alex has shared with me a
side of life that many don't see.

In the midst of one of our many crazy
conversations at the end of State Presidents’
Conference, Alex told me something that left
me speechless. He said, “Levy, | just want to
say thank you." | had to ask why, because |
was kind of lost and he proceeded to tell me
that growing up without a father or a strong
male role model has been challenging beyond
belief and that he was simply grateful | took
time to talk with him and invest in our friend-
ship. He finished by saying, “Thanks for being
a role model and inspiration.”

| was without words for a minute,
which, if you know me, is hard to believe.
As leaders we all strive to leave some sort
of impact on someone or legacy and inspire
those we interact with. However, if you are
like me, even though we want to make that

INFINITE POTENTIAL

difference we never really expect to hear
about it point blank like | did from Alex.
When | finally did hear it, | felt this sense
of potential in my own ability, not just as a
national officer, but outside of those shoes
as a peer, to create inspiration.

Alex shared with me that | have been
a role model for him, but what he doesn't
know is that he has been a role model to me
as well; he serves as my inspiration in get-
ting more in touch with my faith. | want so
badly to be growing each and every day and
live a purpose-driven life like Alex does.

One of the greatest gifts you can give
to yourself or anyone else is inspiration.
Inspiration to get in touch with your dreams.
Inspiration to seek out your deepest passion.
Inspiration to make a difference in the world,
a difference that only you can make. Alex
lives everyday giving inspiration to others. He
inspires me by motivating me and challeng-
ing me to be a better person and live with
faith. Alex gives inspiration by sharing himself
and his heart with others. He takes the time
to invest in people and find what really makes
them tick. When we look at Alex and get to
take one thing away, take the last half of the
puzzle. First we must give love and secondly
we must Give Inspiration.

Unlike giving love, when we give inspira-
tion it isn't always visible. What this means
for us though is that we should give inspi-
ration to ourselves and to others. We can
find inspiration in other's passions. We can
give ourselves inspiration by simply telling
ourselves that we can do something and we
will. And once we feel like we have given
that inspiration it's not over then. We must
continue to build that inspiration into some-
thing greater by being a mentor, defining
your values and goals and striving to at least
make a positive difference in someone’s life.
Giving inspiration is all about understand-
ing that in this world, you may only be one
person, yet in someone's eyes you may mean
everything. If you make a difference in one
life then you've still made a difference in this
world. Capitalize on that knowledge and
create a movement within yourself by being
more purposeful in your interactions and
make every handshake, smile and conversa-
tion count. Take time to build people up and

continue to be their inspiration. That one
person may idolize you and look to you for
guidance, don't let them down.

The ability to give love and give inspi-
ration are two of the most powerful tools
within our lives. And so we must not miss
out on opportunities to do so.

That phone call from my friend over
spring break informed me that Michael
Throne, a graduating classmate of mine,
had passed away in a car accident. | hung
up the phone and just sat there in disbelief.
Here we are with plans for spring break
and one of our friends just passed away.
Michael's passing happened so quick and
made me realize that tomorrow is never
guaranteed. After hearing the news | went
back to the question of what can | give? And
| decided that what | could give is exactly
what Michael gave every day. He gave love
when he walked through the halls of our
school and talked to anyone and everyone.
He always had a smile on his face and lis-
tened with compassion, understanding and
intention. He gave inspiration even though
he never knew it and that inspiration was to
me. He inspired me to live with a carefree
attitude and faith that everything would
work out.

Hold your hands out in front of you and
look down at them. We were given these
two hands to make a difference and add
value in life. Reflect on your life up to this
point: what have your hands done that have
added value?

My friends there are only so many
tomorrows and it's never too late to start.

So what will you give? Give love like my
grandmother did everyday to her family, her
church and her community.

Give inspiration like Alex not only to oth-
ers like he did for me, but to you as well.

Life is not about success, it's about signifi-
cance. It's about our contribution and service.
It's about looking up from your hands and
into the mirror and instead of asking, “What
can | get from life?” watch what happens
when you answer, “What can | give?”

We can give our love. We can give our
inspiration. And we can give ourselves. So
the question is...

"How will you give it?"
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Stars & Sushi

Growing up, dress-up clothes were the attire, make-
believe was the game and a box office hit coming from
two young film producers, my brother and me, was on
the line. From cowboys and Indians, K-State football
player and a cheerleader to a princess being saved by
Prince Charming—we always had big imaginations,
with big ideas and a big star of our movie...me.

| mean, | was the oldest, the girl and | had watched
enough Disney movies to know what | was doing.

My poor brother, | always insisted on being the star.
Wrong. Wrong. Wrong. Truth was, | was selfish. |
somehow thought | deserved to be up here on the
throne, to be the center of attention, to be in the lime-
light. Fail.

There is nothing pleasing about being prideful,
arrogant or boastful about ourselves. Let's be honest.
Does anyone really enjoy spending time with some-
one who is only able to think of themselves? We've all
learned from a young age that favor is shown to the
humble. So, why don’t we always reach for humility?

| definitely don't have this idea of humility figured
out. It's something that I'm striving for. However, this
year | have learned that humility starts with not think-
ing about me all the time. It's not that we need to
degrade or devalue ourselves as people, but it is think-
ing of ourselves less. | believe there is a way of viewing
the world that can help us see where we fit in the big
scheme of things. Two things taught me how to see
the bigger picture: a starry night and a lesson on sushi
making. I've learned that when our thoughts move
from our own wants and needs and we see the world
as more than population one, we live “In Awe."

The word awe means having a feeling of wonder,
amazement, respect and reverence. Check out the
urban dictionary: a moment of awe is a moment with-
out words.

In order to really see ourselves as we should, we
need to live in awe of two things: live in awe of the uni-
verse and live in awe of others.

Where are my friends who live in the South? Where
are my friends who are starting to talk like they live in
the South? Last summer as part of a Campus Ministry
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leadership program at K-State, | lived in the
great southern state of Florida. One of the
most memorable days while living there
was the very last night that we were there.
It literally was everything that this Kansas
girl could ever have asked for—an open fire
on the beach and conversation with some of
my greatest friends. As the star tipping and
swimming began to slow down, my friend,
Cindy and | slipped off.

We ended up walking up and down the
coast line for what seemed like hours. We
reminisced about the summer, wondered
about what the future held for us and then
sometimes we just stood in awe of our
surroundings.

We eventually got a distance from
everyone else and just laid down on the
sand and gazed up at the stars. How small
a night sky, pierced by millions of twinkling
lights, can make us feel. We can never fully
take in the night sky; our minds simply

can't comprehend how far the stars stretch.

Our eyes feast on meteor showers and our
minds wonder just what else is out there.
There on the beach in those moments of
silence, staring up at the never-ending sky,
my thoughts were a million miles away
from my own needs.

Have you ever had one of these
moments? When you get goose bumps—
it's a staggering powerful moment of
realizing how small we are. Our thoughts
have completely left ourselves and are
looming in awe of what we see. | never feel
as close to my creator as when I'm gazing
up at a night sky.

What if we lived each moment like we
do when we're gazing at the stars, with the
perspective that we're not the center of the
universe? We all know someone else who
thinks the world revolves around them.
Truth is each of us has our moments too.

But how can we even begin to think
that this life is about us?

Right now, we are at the 83rd National
FFA Convention in the city of Indianapolis.
Which is one city, in the state of Indiana,
which is one state in the United States,
which is only one country in North Amer-
ica, which is but one continent on planet
Earth. This is basic, we all know this stuff.

But this is where it gets good.

Planet Earth is one of eight planets in our

solar system.

Our solar system is only one of about 70
in our galaxy.

And our Milky Way galaxy is only one
of what could be 80 billion galaxies in our
universe.

Still following...that little dot is our sun.
Every human being that has ever lived has
lived under the sunlight of that dot.

If that doesn't take your breath away, if
that doesn't leave you in awe, I'm not sure
what does.

Haven't we all been guilty of thinking
that the world revolves around us? We think
we deserve the big truck, the new iPhone,
to get that college scholarship or to get any-
thing we ask for.

Humility begins when we have a proper
view of ourselves—we set aside our own
plans and see the big picture. When we're
caught up in our own little world we miss
out on everything else that's going on. But
when we choose to be overwhelmed by the
beauty that we live in, we can see a bigger
picture and a purpose that we get to be a
part of.

For me it took nothing more than getting
outside and seeing the stars. Take a walk at
night. Get up early for the sunrise. Maybe
even get up at 3 o'clock in the morning to

see a meteor shower.

It's a conscious decision that we must
make to live in awe. Each morning, | take
time and choose to be overwhelmed by
my creator. Maybe for you it means look-
ing at biology or geography as more than
a class but the world we're surrounded
by. Volunteer at your local arboretum or
national park and really appreciate nature,
and definitely check out the YouTube video
‘Indescribable.

When we're thinking of what's out
there, we're not thinking about ourselves.
Stars, they taught me how to live in awe of
the universe. This world—it's not about me
and you.

This year it was easy to be overwhelmed
by the beautiful parts of the country that
you come from.

But these simply pale in comparison to
the beauty held in this arena right now...
it's you. The world we live in does take my
breath away, but there is nothing that leaves
me more in awe than people.

This year our team had the chance to
travel to Japan, and this was my host family
while | was there. (Shows picture of family.)

While in Japan we learned how to
introduce ourselves in Japanese “Watashi
no nama awah Bethany Bohnenblust des,”
the Asian culture, ate lots and lots of sushi,
and the thrill of not having any idea of what
everyone else on the subway is saying. One

INFINITE POTENTIAL 3
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afternoon we had the chance to go and
actually hang out with a FFJ chapter, Future
Farmers of Japan. We listened as they
welcomed us in and they taught us the FFJ
dance—it was hecka sweet!

The day's festivities concluded with
meeting our host families for the weekend.
I went home with this fabulous family, with
huge smiles, lots of questions and not a
word of spoken English. The first night |
cried myself to sleep as | just wanted to be
with my own family. | wanted a hot shower,
to sleep in a warm bed, wear clean clothes
and to eat food that didn't include anything
that was raw. The next day | was miserable,
thinking only of what | wanted. | wanted
to get back to my own home and was
desperate to be back around people like me
who | could understand.

The second night, Tomanai, my host
sister, had invited a couple of her friends
over and we were having a slumber party
complete with us making homemade sushi.
Using a Japanese/English dictionary, | was
able to communicate to Tomanai that |
wanted to help with dinner. As | began to
learn from Tomanai and her friends how to
take an ordinary bowl! of rice and turn it into
an extraordinarily beautiful meal of sushi |
looked up and began to realize how selfish |
had been. | was speechless.

No, they weren't like my family and
I wasn't in my own home—but they had
gone out of their way to make me feel
special. They made me ‘American’ coffee
for breakfast—a sure way to my heart—the
sister had moved out of her room to give me
her bed, the grandfather and mother made
me handmade gifts, and the dad gave me
a hand-written note saying his family was
forever my family.

At this point it didn't matter where |
slept, what language was being spoken
around me, or that we were still eating an
entire meal of sushi. When | finally opened
my eyes to the people that | was surrounded
by, I was humbled.

And once | quit thinking about me and
let myself see how amazing these people
were, | fell in love with them. It wasn't them
who needed to change; | needed to shift my
perspective.

INFINITE POTENTIAL

When has your selfishness been a
hindrance? When you weren't voted as
the MVP of your sports team? What about
when your alarm went off a little too early
this morning? When someone took the
parking spot you had your eye on? Or
what about when you became the jealous
boyfriend or girlfriend? We all definitely
have our moments, but what could happen
if we were willing to shift our perspective?

When | chose to live in awe of these
people and shift from my selfish thinking |
found a Japanese family. That last night with
my host family resulted in a slumber party,
full of lots of pictures, origami lessons and
me sharing with those girls American pop
music and high-fives.

Speaking of high-fives, check this out:
Hold out your hand as if to give a high-five...
are you ready for these stats? In one human
hand there are 29 bones, 34 muscles and
48 nerves. One square inch of skin about the
size of your thumbnail has over 19,000 cells.

Yes, that's a pretty good A&P lesson, but
if | would have been viewing my Japanese
host family as this unbelievable creation
of science and beauty the entire time, |
wouldn't have even for a moment been
doing anything but viewing them in awe.

People don't leave us in awe just
because of the scientific backing but
because of the great things they do in this
world. | keep this little red book. This book
was started while in Tennessee this last
January. Since that time, | have captured
stories about people I've met who are living
out their passions and seeking the purpose
that they were created for.

So here are just a few of the people | met:

I'm in awe of the worth ethic | witnessed
in brothers Dalton and Austin from
Housatonic Valley, Conn. They work harder
on their family's dairy than anyone else their
age I've ever met. They have already invested
more in their family business in hours and
resources than most businessmen ever will.

I'm in awe of the hearts for service
| observed. Kendall, a state officer from
Georgia, has set up a Facebook page as part
of her service project from WLC to remind
girls how beautiful they are. Check it out on
Facebook 'Fearfully and Wonderfully Made!

And I'm in awe of the attitudes | saw.
The Michigan state officer team has an
incredible approach to how to serve this
year. One member shared with me how
to live with KIP. K-1-P, standing for keep it
positive. How awesome is that!

Living in awe doesn't stop at just seeing
this amazingness around you. It's about
respecting these people more. It's about
realizing that we are just as valuable as the
other 6.8 billion people on this earth. When
was the last time that you went up to a
competitor who beat you and congratulated
them? Wrote a note to your parent or
guardian and thanked them for the gifts they
share with you. Or could we all show a little
respect for the FFA advisor who brought
you?

When we're caught up in our own
little world we miss the bigger picture, we
miss out on relationships and we miss our
purpose. Enjoying sushi with my host family
taught me to live in awe of people. This
world—not about me and you.

This reality of how much more beautiful
and pleasing life is when we're not on the
throne, but instead humbled before it has
forever changed my life.

My relationships have different
intentions, actions are strategic, a purpose
reins, my personal top priority—God-never
wavers.

Every single day | wake up in awe at
what we get to experience, where we call
home in this country, in awe of the difference
you make in your communities, but most
importantly this last year | was in awe of you.
You have blessed me. You have taught me
about what joy there is in being small.

A person who lives in awe knows we can
never have too much humility, too much
faith, too much belief in a greater purpose,
too much charity or too much zeal in doing
good to others. So let us be continually
forgetting our own little worlds and reach
out to the people before us.

A movie about this world wouldn't have
anything to do with any of us individually.
We simply get to be supporting actors and
extras towards the real glory to be given.

Stars and sushi have taught me about
my rightful position on this earth.
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Danny Wernick, the football quarterback, asked me to
wear his jersey to school on Friday.

They didn't elect me as an officer of NHS.

Coach Devine asked me to be captain of the cross
country team.

| got a C on my first paper in Forensics class.

| was voted friendliest in my senior class.

All my friends spent the night at Casey's house, but |
wasn't invited.

Let's be honest, our emotions change like Lady Gaga's hair-
styles: tired when we wake up, grumpy when our siblings lock
us out of the bathroom, annoyed when our teachers assign too
much homework, happy when that special someone flashes us
a wink in the hallway, hungry waiting for dinner, stealth-mode
as we stalk our friends on Facebook, tired when we finally get

to sleep.

We spend the majority of our lives strapped into this emotional '
roller coaster, our feelings shifting constantly with every hairpin
turn and loopy-loop. It only takes a simple comment or eye roll )
to catapult us from happiness to misery.

For me, these twists and turns depend on the people I'm ”,
surrounded by: what they think, what they say and how
they react. :;
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I'm really an emotional chameleon—

changing colors based on those around me.
| am... a people pleaser and have suffered
the consequences.

Any other people pleasers out there?!

Well, what if there was a way to get off
the emotional roller coaster? What could
our lives look like if we weren't constantly
basing our emotions on the people and
circumstances around us? What if our hap-
piness came from something deeper than
surface-level feelings?

That's when we capture true, consis-
tent, unending happiness. That's when we
live with joy.

But what is joy? Isn't it just another way
to say really happy? Ah... Eeerrrrrl Wrong
answer! While emotions like happiness
come and go, each of us has a flame deep
inside that can't be extinguished by anything
someone says or does unless we let it. Can
this flame grow? Yes! Can it shrivel? Yep.
Can it go out totally? Uh-huh. But, only if we
let it. Only if we forget to stoke the flame.

So what's the fuel of that fire? Joy. Joy
is gladness that comes from what we love
most. It brings peace that comes from put-
ting life into perspective. And everyone's
source of joy is a little different.

If we live joy-filled lives we find the
key to happiness and the cornerstone of
fulfillment.

And to live a joy-filled life, nursing our
inner flames until they become raging infer-
nos, we must first give it up and second
forgive wholly.

Giving it up. It sounds straightforward
and easy, but it's more like getting a puppy
to drop a Frisbee—exhausting, frustrating
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and a little sticky.

It was one of those days when every-
thing seemed to be going wrong. | was
about to set off for National FFA Week in
New Mexico, and | had to be at the airport
at five, which meant | had to leave home
around four. In the morning.

And this trip, this trip was special.
Today was the first day Alex was riding
s0l0...50-LO. A one-man wolf pack if you
will. And | was nervous, really nervous.

| was loaded down with everything I'd
need for the next few months of travels. |
was alone. | had that “just-dragged-myself-
out-of-bed"” hair. | looked like death. And
to top things off, my flight from Lansing to
Chicago was delayed... great. Just great.

By the time we finally landed in Chi-
cago, I only had 20 minutes to get to my
next flight. | rushed off the plane, found the
nearest monitor and scanned through the
destinations. Albuguergue, gate B2. “That's
on the other side of the airport! The doors
close in 10 minutes. I'll never make it!"

That's when I did something | promised
myself I'd never do. That's when | turned
into one of “those people.” Ladies and
gentlemen, my name is Alex Henry, and I've
had to run in the airport. Picture me with
my purse, ginormous backpack and bright
orange poster tube scampering through
the airport. | looked like Quasi Moto trying
to get the last Tickle Me EImo the morning
after Thanksgiving.

| was bounding through the airport,
dodging businessmen, blowing past gate
agents, hurdling the occasional poodle.
| flew down the escalator and ran on to
a moving sidewalk that passed through

the aurora borealis tunnel. It's a long hall-
way with lighted panels on the walls that
change colors with the soothing music.

But, the only song playing in my head
was, “Eye of the Tiger." | was on a mission.

| kept sprinting, “sprinting” on to the
moving sidewalk. That was until | came up
to this big guy who was standing right in
the middle of the moving sidewalk.

So, | did what the normal person does
when someone’s in their way. “Uueemm.”
He didn't hear me, "Eeeuuummmm.” Still
didn't hear me. (hacking cough) Nope,
nothing. Finally, | broke down and said,
"Excuse me.” The man shimmied to the side
revealing a little girl with a video camera.

| glanced at the little girl out of the
corner of my eye as | passed. She was
wide-eyed, staring in amazement as the
colors danced across the lighted wall pan-
els. She admired every glimmer of color
timed in exact rhythm with the music.

But... | just kept barreling past without
giving the girl a second thought.

I bounded up another escalator and
started sprinting yet again. B8, B6, B4. |
was getting closer, one more moving side-
walk and I'd be there.

And once again, someone—three little
kids to be exact—were blocking my way.

Don't these people understand that I'm
in a hurry?! I'm going to miss my first solo
flight! I'll have to call Mr. Gill. And I'm sure
my bags will get lost. It will mess up our
entire schedule. Not to mention I'm going
to be all sweaty for no reason.

| paced behind them, waiting for the
kids to clear out of the way. They started
counting, “Three, two, one!” They looked at
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each other, smiled, then ran to the end just
so they could do it again.

For the first time that day, | stopped and
I smiled. The happiness personified in those
kids made me realize that | wanted to be
happy too. | could be happy. | stopped run-
ning, relaxed and let go of the baggage I'd
been hauling around that morning... and I'm
not talking about my backpack.

How could | have missed it?! | get to
be a national officer for the largest, great-
est youth organization in the world. | get to
spend a whole week with FFA members. |
am blessed.

Give it up. We can't live our joy until
we stop letting worry stand in the way. No
matter how hard we attempt to control the
people or circumstances around us, we can't
change what happens on the outside. When
we give it up, let go of our worry, we allow
our inner joy to engulf our lives.

Worry is like a tall person in the front
row of the movie theater. It blocks us from
seeing the joy of the big picture.

I only got to play for five minutes of
the fourth quarter. | didn't get selected for
homecoming court. Jenny gave me the cold
shoulder at lunch. John has been talking
smack about me behind my back. | don't
wear Hollister like my friends. | can't afford
the same car as the people next door.

Ask ourselves, “Does this affect the
source of my joy? Will | even remember this
in two days, two months, two years? Am |
looking at the big picture? Can | control this?"”

Most of the time, the answer is no. No,
not getting that truck on my 16th birthday
isn't the end of the world. No, just because
my boyfriend broke up with me doesn't
mean | can't go to prom. No, | couldn't have
stopped my parents from getting a divorce.

We can't pick the financial situation we
are born into, the neighborhood we live in
or the actions of our family, and there will
always be people who break promises, lie,
cheat, steal and treat others poorly.

The bottom line: People aren't perfect so
why should we expect their actions to be?
We can't control how they live their lives.
We can only control how we live ours.

So stop! Stop worrying about the things
outside of our control. Stop trying to derive
happiness from variables we have no power
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over. Stop letting emotions get the best of us.

Give it up. That's the first step to living
with joy.

Once we give up control of the outside
parts of our lives, then we can move on to the
second part of living with joy, forgive wholly.

Katie and | were best friends from the
time we met over recess in fifth grade. Katie
and | were so much alike that we could
almost read each other's minds. We wore
the same kinds of clothes, struggled with
the same insecurities, watched the same
types of movies and both LOVED 7-11 slur-
pees. She was the one person in middle and
high school that got me.

I was sure Katie and | would be friends
forever. That wouldn't change no matter what.
But, our last year of high school was
tough. Katie got busier being a tennis super-
star and vice president of NHS. My life was

getting crazy with preparations for my last
CDEs and a run for state FFA office. We
didn't hang out as much. Our lives were get-
ting more different.

Before | knew it, Katie wasn't calling
me to hang out anymore. She was spend-
ing more time with Casey... Kallei.... Lane...
Melissa. After a while, she didn't even invite
me. She said | was too “busy” and she was
sick of being told no.

After graduation, Katie and | hung out
maybe three times over the summer. When
college started, we called each other every
week, every other week, once a month, never.

I missed her. But | wasn't going to be the
first one to call.

I haven't talked to my best friend Katie
in over two years because | couldn't let go
of my anger. I've missed out on great friend-
ship because | was too stubborn to forgive.

Forgive wholly. We can't live with joy if
we are constantly hauling around a back-
pack of people's past sins against us. Our
backpack would weigh 10,000 pounds and
inevitably hold us back from living with joy.
Forgive wholly—take off the backpack.

We all hang on to grudges. Katie didn't
call me. Nicole tried to take my turn holding
the preschool door. Willy Harrison made
up the song “Rolly Poly Alex" in fifth grade
and told me that | had the agility of a preg-
nant cow. My little sister got mad at me for
breaking her new, hot pink skip it so she bit

the finger off my water baby doll... Seriously,
we hold on to grudges FOREVER.

Think about some of the grudges that
you have been carrying in your backpack—
people that have wronged you, restaurants
that have messed up your order, profession-
als you've heard bad things about.

Now think about all the times those
grudges have prevented you from living
in your personal joy. | can't go hang out at
Melissa's because Emily is there. I'm not
going back to that church because one of
the ushers gave me a funny look when | only
put a five in the offering plate.

Sounds ridiculous huh?! It's not too far
from reality though, is it?

Forgive wholly. Stop carrying around a
backpack filled with grudges that holds us
back from experiencing and sharing our joy.

Gandhi said, “Forgiveness is a virtue of
the brave.”

Holding on to grudges is taking the easy
way out. It's hard to let someone else have
the last word. Everyone wants to stand their
ground—never giving an inch. Just like a
game of tug-of-war, no one wants to be the
first to let go. But just because something
is easy doesn't mean it's right. .... Be brave!
Forgive wholly.

Many of us love the feeling of riding a
roller coaster. The tingling sensation as the
car climbs a large hill... chink, chink, chink,
chink. The split second that seems like eter-
nity as you teeter on the top, unable to see
the steep track below. The thrill that comes
when your stomach flies into your throat as
you cruise down the hill into five sharp turns.

Emotions come and go just as fast.

Happiness that is based on the things
outside of our control is as fleeting as the
fastest drop of a roller coaster.

When we let past grudges or emotions
steer our lives, we board a roller coaster
higher and faster than we can imagine. But
instead of getting off after 60 seconds, we
strap ourselves in for life.

Decide to get off the emotional roller
coaster and stop relying on people and out-
side things to bring you happiness.

Roller coasters may be fun for a few min-
utes, but joy, joy can fuel us through this life
and beyond.

Give it up. Forgive Wholly. Live with joy!
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Now what?

At my first national convention

here in Indy | was sitting right here with
my best friends Skyler, Steel, Sam and
Danny. Coming from a small town in Montana

with 25 kids in our whole class, national conven-
tion was about the coolest thing we had ever seen.
Missing a week of school for FFA sounded good to us and

we figured that if there were more than 50,000 FFA members

in Indy that worked out to be well over 25,000 girls! When | first
got to national convention and saw the thousands of people, the
career show, the sessions, the concert, | knew right then that |
wanted to do and try everything that FFA had to offer. But for
me, FFA didn't start at convention. In fact, it all began quite a
while before that...these were my first FFA jackets.

At 5 years old with my name on the front and Shields Valley
on the back | was ready to throw this baby on and take off with
my dad and all the “big kids.” If it had to do with FFA | was in!
Growing up at this age and in these jackets, | had the chance to
see what this organization did for so many of my dad’s students,
and by the time | made it to my first national FFA convention |
knew right where | wanted to be.

Getting to where we truly want to be isn't always easy and
not always obvious. But if we use our past to propel us forward
and focus in each day we will all find ourselves not only where
we want to be but right where we need to be.

This year has been a true privilege to have met so many
incredible people and heard such incredible stories across the
country. One of those stories that | will never forget was on a
trip to West Virginia. | was visiting with an agriculture teacher
by the name of Connie Scarboro, who is with us here tonight,
and she was telling me about all of her students, and what they
were up to. But one student in particular stood out to me, a
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student by the name of Danny. Danny was
an FFA member in her class for years and
came from a tough financial situation. She
told me that Danny joined FFA and decided
raising hogs as an FFA project would be a
great way to earn money for college.

The only problem was he struggled to
find the cash to feed them. But, that didn't
stop him either. Danny knew how to cook
and decided that he could make baked
goods every night and then sell them to
other students on the bus ride to school.
Mrs. Scarboro watched him do this for
a while and overtime noticed that even
though Danny was making money to feed
his hogs, there were certain students that
never seemed to pay for the food. One day
Mrs. Scarboro went to Danny and said “Dan,
enough is enough. | have been watching this
go on for a while now. Why are you giving
your food away? You need that money for
your hogs, Dan." He turned to her and said
simply, “l do it because | know what it's like
to not have enough to eat.”

INFINITE POTENTIAL

Danny knew what it was like to be hun-
gry. He had experienced some painful things
in his past. The incredible thing is, Danny
didn't look back on his past or the tough
experiences with bitterness. He simply used
his past to motivate him, even help some-
one else who was in the same situation. We
all have a past, for some it's a great past, for
others maybe it's been tougher. One thing's
for sure and that is that we can't change our
pasts, so instead lets use them!

Chris Gardner, whose story was told
in the movie “The Pursuit of Happiness”
is another great example of someone who
uses their past to drive them. Chris was
played by Will Smith in the movie; he and
Chris are shown in this picture.

Chris was homeless in San Francisco
raising his son by himself. They slept in
subway stations, on benches or maybe
shelters if they could get a spot, and just
barely got by. But Chris never quit; he did
internships, schooling, and was relent-
less in his job search. After many months

of being homeless Chris received a posi-
tion at an investment firm and years later
went on to start his own company Gardner
Rich & Co. and went on to be a self-made
multi-millionaire.

After that experience Chris could have
just went on with his life and forgot about
his past living on the streets, as he prob-
ably wanted to. Instead he volunteered at
shelters, often at the same one he himself
stayed in, gave large amounts of money to
build more housing. He continues to spon-
sor a huge amount of charities to this day,
and has even taken up an interest in guest
speaking across the country. Chris uses
his past to drive him forward. We have a
choice: we can be bitter toward our past,
wonder why us why me? If only | had this!
If only | had that! If only | looked like that!
Or we can choose to take pride in where
we come from, be thankful for what we do
have instead of what we do not and use our
experiences the good the bad and the ugly
to motivate us. Use your past!
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So often we cut ourselves short with
what we can achieve, and its no one's fault
but ourselves. Getting to where we want to
be also depends on one word. Focus.

This winter | was traveling through Chi-
cago O'Hare Airport, which seemed to be
my second home all year. | had several hours
before my next flight so | was just killing time
meandering through the shops, reading News-
week and watching planes go in and out.

| looked down the F concourse and | saw
this man making his way down the hallway.
He looked a bit like a slow motion pinball
machine. | could see he was using a cane
to check his position as he floated from one
side of the hallway paying an unintentional
visit to Starbucks then over to the other
side and | watched him “hip check” a drink-
ing fountain. | remember thinking to myself
how impossible it seemed for anyone who
was blind to even think about trying to get
through the one of busiest airports in the
country by themselves!

| was standing about 10 feet from this
man when | overheard him ask a lady how to
get to the C gates. She was in a hurry and just
shot something off like it's down and to the
left, basically no help to this guy at all. | had
plenty of time to help him out, so | walked
over and said, “Sir are you headed to the C
gates? | am going there too.” He got a smile
on his face and stretched his hand out to say,
“Thanks man, | am Matt.” We started talking
as we began our trip from the F gates to the
C gates. Right as we started walking | realized
to myself that the C gates are the furthest
possible distance in O'Hare to where we cur-
rently were. This trip included a walk up the
F hallway, through the skywalk to the B gates
all the way down the B gates and down a tun-
nel that went under a taxiway to get to the C
concourse then we still would have to find his
gate. This was going to be a trek.

At first | had no idea how tough this
really would be. The entire time Matt was
literally like a news reporter trying to get to
know me. He asked, "Where are you from?"”
"Where you headed to?" “Are you younger,
in school, or older, you got a deep voice. |
can't tell?” Now normally | would appreciate
the conversation but today | was sweating
bullets. | had no idea how hard this really

was and | was convinced | was going to run
Matt right into something or someone and
it would be my fault. | was trying to lead
Matt around the furious pace of Chicago
O' Hare, we were holding up people behind
us and trying to avoid the cell phone zom-
bies who were not paying the slightest bit
of attention coming at us. The whole trip
| saw people giving us dirty looks, rolling
their eyes as they moved around us. And
then, the moment that | thought for sure
we were going to be calling an ambulance:
Matt takes two steps or so out into the
middle of the hallway and at the same time
this golf cart, which if you have flown before
you have probably seen them, typically
they carry elderly people that have a tough
time getting around, and at the exact same
moment Matt stepped out into the hallway
the gal driving the cart turned around to
look at her load and she was headed right
for us! I didn't want to yell because | knew
that would scare Matt so | started swinging
my arms and she gets this look on her face
as she slams on the breaks and gets the cart
stopped about two feet before Matt. As the
oxygen tanks of the elders clinked together
we swiftly stepped around them. On the
way by the gal driving has it in her to look
over at me and says Boy!

We kept going down the escalators,
which was tough, and up the other side.
By the time we got to the C gates we had a
pretty good system down. | would say Left
45, Right 90; we were getting better at it but
I was still worked up and tired of trying to
keep him on the right track. When we finally
got to his gate | had had enough. | was done;
he of course thanked me and we said good-
bye. As | walked away | thought about the
last 30 minutes or so, and my experience
compared to Matt's. Matt literally had two
things on his mind the entire time, getting
to his gate, and talking to me. He was totally
calm the whole time. Not only calm, but
happy! He was just loving life! Happy that |
helped him out and enjoying the conversa-
tion along the way. But me on the other
hand, | was sweating bullets. | was trying to
get him through the gauntlet while people
were looking at me all worked up cause they
had to take a few steps around him. | was

desperately trying to find a less crowded
path but that was holding up people behind
us. By the time | got Matt to his gate | had
just about had it.

Now surely Matt's disability is not some-
thing any of us envy, but | started to think
to myself how incredible it really would be
if we could all just focus like Matt did, only
focus on what we want to accomplish and
nothing else. Matt enjoyed that experience
because he couldn't see anyone rolling their
eyes or that we were holding people up. He
couldn't see it, all he was focused on was
getting to his gate and talking to me. The
truth is, whether we want to admit it or not,
we all have allowed people and circum-
stances to affect not only our attitudes, but
also our focus. Maybe it's that day when
you look at your alarm with one eye open,
awe! 20 minutes late! So your run to the
bathroom, and dang your hair looks terrible.
Then hop in your car and you hit every red
light on the way to school, you blare in the
classroom late, your teacher rolls their eyes
and your day is off to a terrible start.

What usually happens? Well, more
times than not is it remains a bad day, at
least for a while and the only reason is atti-
tude. Or maybe its people that affect how
you feel, a comment about your clothes,
your car, who you hang out with, maybe
you caught the short end of the stick in a
joke the list goes on and on. But here's an
idea..... What if we just didn't care? Who
cares? It drives me completely plum insane
how much we allow people and situations to
affect us so much when we have no control
over them! Just focus. Focus in just like Matt
did on what you want to focus on what you
want to accomplish, don't allow people or
situations to effect how you act. Focus and
see what drives you.

Life's a funny thing. We have this one
snapshot in time of 100 years maybe less to
do something magnificent, to accomplish,
what we want to accomplish. to get where
we want to be. | believe that every person in
this arena will get to where they want to be,
I do. Use your past; let it drive you and focus
in each and every day. You won't just find
yourself where you want to be but where
you need to be.

INFINITE POTENTIAL 3
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The Change Up

The best way | could describe high school is that it is four years of
adventure. The highs, the lows... the mountains, the valleys... it
is definitely the adventure of a lifetime. All my years in school

| had been one of those students. | made straight As and

to be honest | am a little nerdy. However my junior year
was when | found one of those valleys. It all started the
first day of school when | had walked into the deep-
est, darkest room of the entire high school. There

were papers stacked miles high with unexplainable
things, along with posters, graphs and charts of

what is better known to mankind as Pre
Calculus. Oh yes, | had definitely
met my match within the walls
of this class because for

some reason my mind
just cannot fathom
how imaginary
numbers work.




As the weeks of class started | found
myself taking notes and struggling to stay
on top of my homework. Even though | was
confused, | just could not bring myself to do
something so simple as asking for help when
| needed it most. This was evident when |
walked into class the day after the first test. As
I walked in and found my way to my assigned
seat, | did the usual “get myself organized"”
routine because that's what good students do.
Just as we settled in row by row the teacher
passed back each of our tests. With each step
| could feel my heart beating a little faster and
my palms began to sweat—I| was nervous.

One by one the papers came back until |
found my test in my hands. | ever so slowly
turned it over, took a deep breath and opened
my eyes to see my grade and sure enough,
there written in ugly red ink was the number
67 and a note that said, “see me after class.”

A few of you are nodding your heads
because you've been in that same position.
We face a lot of tough situations, especially
in high school! And sometimes if we just had
a little support from someone else, we would
be able to get through those trying times
much more easily. But what about when the
tables are turned? Just as we have all been in
those situations where we have needed oth-
ers, there are people around us every day who
need us. Do we take the opportunity to give
other people our support? The responsibility
of helping and supporting others may seem
overwhelming, but all we have to do is open
our eyes to the opportunities around us and
believe in everyone.

This year | have been able to do a fair
amount of traveling. | can remember a couple of
weeks in particular where | started off traveling
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all across Arizona, visiting about three chap-
ters a day then | found myself in Texas where

I had some awesome conversations with the
area officers, attended rockstar workshops and
finished off each day with a Texan's favorite,
some dancing. Keep in mind this isn't the Cupid
Shuffle, the Macarena or the Soldier Boy but
rather that good ol' fast-paced Texas two step-
pin aka a big workout. | then spent some time in
lowa and Minnesota before | was finally headed
to the Ohio state convention.

By this point | had approximately four
hours of sleep, the e-mails stacked a mile high,
a sister | had not talked to since who knows
when, | was lagging on my Facebook creeping
and | think my hair smelled odd. As the plane
landed that afternoon, the only thought going
through my head was how | could not wait
until I ended up in my hotel room and could
study the back of my eyelids.

As | found my way to baggage claim |
was greeted by a super friendly girl—because
Ohio people are really nice—who helped me
get everything | needed complete with a Wal-
Mart trip and all before finally dropping me
off at the hotel. Once checked in and headed
up to my room | could barely keep my eye-
lids open but as the elevator doors opened, |
heard a “HEY Randa!” The entire state officer
team was in the hallway and let me tell you,
they just bring a smile to your face, with their
energy and enthusiasm. | could just not resist
a good 30 minute conversation before parting
ways and FINALLY | found myself in the place
| had wanted to be the most in the world that
day...my hotel room. Right as | walked into
the room, | immediately fell into bed still fully
dressed and was drifting off to sleep when
| heard a tap tap tap at my door. | thought
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seriously, who would be here right now, so |
laid frozen in bed because if | don't move, they
can't see me. Then the tap tap tap came again
so | sighed and | forced myself out of bed.

| opened the door to find three of the state
officers who were still just as energetic as
before. They had just wanted to come by and
say hello. As | greeted them | was happy to
see them but my initial thought was OK,l am
tired so | can just say hello, make this a quick
conversation and then exit. So | went with the
“Hey, y'all ready for tomorrow? Oh good, me
too, see ya in the morning!” But before | knew
it, the conversation started rolling, | quickly
learned these people are SO interesting! We
then found ourselves sitting in the hallway for
the next three hours chatting about every-
thing! We talked about life, school, families
and what the next few days would be like as
they put on their state convention. Later that
night, | went inside, brushed my teeth, pre-
pared myself for bed when my phone lit up
with a text message. It was from Jeremy, the
state president who stayed up talking with us
and it simply said “Randa, you will never know
how much that conversation and encourage-
ment meant to us. Thank you.”

You know that feeling you get in the pit
of your stomach when you just learned a life
lesson? Well it happened. Here this whole day
| had been so preoccupied with just wanting
for myself, wanting sleep, only worrying about
my problems when | should have just opened
my eyes to an opportunity to help others when
they needed it most. These state officers were
about to put on the biggest week of their year
and all they simply needed was someone
to believe in them and | almost missed the
opportunity.
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Open your eyes. When we look around we
see opportunity after opportunity to impact
someone’s life. We have the chance to believe
in others and tell them yes you can, when they
themselves think no I can't.

If we all just took a second and sat back,
wouldn't you see opportunities to serve
someone else? Maybe this is in the form of
eating lunch with someone who is usually by
themselves, or right before an English test,
whispering to your neighbor “Hey man, you
got this,” or how about simply flashing a sin-
cere smile to the new kid on campus.

If we open our eyes, we can see what the
world needs. We can see how we can believe
in others and how they need us. What about
your school? Can you envision right now how
you, just as you are, can serve and believe in
someone else? It may just be the thing that
makes all the difference.

Just a few weeks ago | was wandering
through the Houston Intercontinental Air-
port on my way back up to Indianapolis and
this is kind of ironic...for national convention
practice and preparation. | had lucked out for
the first time all year and was actually able to
take a direct flight, which meant that | didn't
have to be at the airport until about 10 a.m.
ohh yeahh..and in about two and a half hours
I would reach my final destination. So in my
mind, | was sitting pretty good. So, while | was
traipsing through that airport | had just a little
extra pep in my step. Now sometimes when |
feel like I'm being cool it doesn't always work
for me. Picture this with me, blonde-haired
girl, with a ginormous Swiss army blue back-
pack on that is “randafied” with a hot pink
ribbon tied to it so it's not lost and of course
an obnoxiously brightly colored, floral printed
tote bag. | had stuffed that with all the books
| could fit. Yeah, I'm nerdy like that. With all
this carry-on luggage in hand | was slightly
hunched over, but | proceeded through the
airport. Now every now and again | find myself
not really paying attention to my surroundings
as | have now trained my eyes to scope out
the emptiest corner of seats so | can basically
set up camp as | wait on my plane. Today
was no exception. | walked right up to what
seemed like the perfect placement and pulled
out a book from the bright floral bag and
began reading.
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As time passed the gate attendants called
my row and | boarded the plane. It was just like
any other day. As | passed my row | walked all
the way down to seat 9B where | shoved my
luggage above in the compartment and sat
down, again without even noticing what was
really going on around me. | was still wrapped
up in my book when | heard a very sweet
voice simply say “How are you?" At first | was
slightly confused at why my book was talking
to me when | realized it was the girl next to
me. Ecstatic by the fact someone was willing
to talk, I quickly looked up and responded with
a "I'm great, how are you?" This then turned
into a full blown hour-long conversation. This
girl wasn't ordinary; she seemed to light up
this entire plane anytime she laughed and she
was so excited to talk about anything. She told
me she was in Texas visiting a friend just to
make her smile. As we continued to talk she
told me that she was from Uganda and when
she was 9, she was kidnapped and made to
become a child soldier.

As | sat there with tears streaming down
my face at this remarkable story | couldn't help
but realize that this now 19-year-old-girl had
no idea how big of an impact she was making.

Evelyn had been through so much yet
she had not given up on the hope of people.
| mean, she was a child soldier and no one
would have blamed her if she would have
decided to not care about anyone else. After
the way the world had treated her, she still
wanted to do something for her friend and
she even cared to engage in conversation and
make my day, a total stranger. That was a day |
was reminded of how believing in the value of
people really effects others and that we have
to believe in everyone. Believe in who?

Believing in people matters to everyone
from every corner of the country. It affects
the world... how we live and how we operate.
What we do every day affects people so why
not give the gift of belief to every person?

We hear stories all the time about people
in need, that have problems, that aren't doing
so well. And you may even be wondering why
would believing in someone else even affect
me? You might be thinking, but | have my own
problems, | worry about what | look like, the
grades | make or just fitting in at school, there is
no way | would want to take on someone else’s

life too. | can say that because I've been there,
but what pushed me through was that some-
one else took the time to say, “Randa, you got
this." They took the time to believe in me.

Now YOU, yes you, have the ability to do
those exact things for someone else. To help
them when they need it most and I've seen
you do this year.

| saw Jolene from Missouri say hello to
someone she had never even met before and
didn't think twice about it.

Jasper from Michigan gave me a card that
had a bible verse of inspiration on it and he'll
never know how much it means to me.

Kayla from Arizona took the time to
encourage a younger member before a speak-
ing contest.

The entire Wisconsin state officer team
travels around the state showing other mem-
bers how remarkable they are through their
workshops.

| have seen you believe in everyone all over
the country and because of it there is going to
be a big ol change up in this world.

Do you remember my math class from
earlier? When | finally worked up enough
courage to see my teacher after class | was
scared. | just knew something bad was going
to come out of this and my dad would prob-
ably ground me for quite some time. My
teacher looked at me and said in the calmest
voice, " What's going on? You can do better,

I know you can do better and now | am going
to help you do better” As soon as the words
came out of her mouth, | was quite perplexed.

Sure, my parents had always encouraged
me because they are cool like that but for
someone to see that support was remark-
able. FFA members, what you say, what you
do and how you interact with other people
affects them.

Talk to the quiet person in the corner, help
out in your community, and take time to lift
others up because you never know how much
they might surprise you.

Just as you have had other people affect
you, the start for something better is within
you. By simply actually believing in people,
you make the difference. Open your eyes to
the opportunities of this world so that we can
believe in everyone and change up the way
life is.
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The Turtle and
the Lunch Lady

When | was 9 years old, my sister Katlyn and | were nearly kid-
napped. We were sitting in the living room watching TV while
my Mom went for a walk and we heard the “napper” come in
the garage. We ran to the room in the very back of our house,
which happened to be my parent’s bathroom. Naturally, we
took shelter in the Jacuzzi tub. Balled up in the bottom of the
dry tub, we were shaking with fear, Katlyn and | were discussing
where our new home might be and how awful it was going to be
if someone took us, when it hit me. If we don't have any REAL
protection, let's improvise. | yelled loud enough for any intrud-
ers to hear, “Katlyn, when do you think our Daddy who is a
professional wrestler will be home?" She looked confused, but |
elbowed her and she said, “He'll be here soon, he's just beating
some mean guy up, which is what he does all the time and then
he'll be home. He loves beating up mean guys.” We kept ranting
and raving about our body-builder dad until my Mom showed
up. We laughed because not only was our dad NOT a profes- ~
sional wrestler, there was also no kidnapper. Even though the
danger may not have been real, that day we felt what it was like
to be vulnerable. Being unprotected is a scary thing. Protection
is important and will help us maintain the relationships we have
and the things we love.

John, for example, was the youngest of four kids. So when
his older brother and sisters went to school, he was left at
home.

John spent the day with his mother learning
the alphabet, watching soap operas, and other
essentials, of course. However, his dad
thought it might be nice to give John a

L
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gift that might help entertain him during the
day and put a smile on his face. John trea-
sured the gift his father gave him and now,
we get to experience the gift ourselves.

Is anyone interested in seeing the gift?

Ladies and gentlemen, please give a big
round of applause for Tommy the Turtle!

John was thrilled about Tommy! He
had a love for that turtle that only a child
can have for their pets. He talked about his
turtle to his brother and sisters and never
lost excitement about this turtle he loved
so much. He played with Tommy as much
as his mother would allow and constantly
wanted to bring his new friend into the
house, but being the responsible mother
she was, his mom wasn't going to let that
happen.

So she made a compromise. “John, we'll
put the turtle right outside the doorin a
trash can with the lid off so you can see him
from inside the house until you can go out-
side and play.”

He thought this was a fair compromise
and stood constantly by the door looking
out at his precious friend Tommy. Once,
while he was watching the turtle from inside
the house the garbage truck came by to take
the trash.

John liked watching them load the trash
and drive the big truck by his house every
day. Like always, the garbage man took the
trash by the mailbox. But what happened
next was the most horrific thing this kid had
seen in his entire life. They marched right
up to the door and mistaking the turtle for
trash, they got Tommy.

John screamed and cried until his
mother came, but by the time he gained
enough composure to tell her what hap-
pened, Tommy was gone.

John was devastated and wanted more
than anything to save Tommy. But as time
went on, John had a feeling he would never
see Tommy again. To help with the loss of
his friend, when Christmas came John didn't
ask for a BB gun or an action figure, he asked
for a toy turtle and a garbage truck and
that's what he got. Every day he replayed the
scene of the garbage man coming to take
Tommy, but this time he was able to protect
what he loved.

John had to learn the hard way that

the people and things we love are fragile.
They are threatened daily by physical harm,
emotional pain and worldly temptations.
Protecting what we love can be difficult.
First, we have to understand what it is that
we love. We love family, friends, our country
and even our pets. Some of us “love” our
tractors and some of us “love” what we
drive, but periodically in our lifetime we're
put in situations that reveal to us what we
truly love and we're given the chance to
protect it. And if we'll protect what we love,
we gain strength from those things to grow
in the future.

I ' was given the chance to distinguish
what | loved and whether or not | was going
to protect it when | was in middle school.
We've all interacted with them, we're famil-
iar with what they do, we use their products,
comment on their fashion sense....or lack of
fashion sense, we notice how great their hair
looks....or how ridiculous it is, we depend
on them, they provide for us, and if we saw
them on the street they would look like any
other adult. But when they're at school they
can be the scariest people around. I'm not
talking about the basketball coach; I'm not

referring to the principal; | ain't even speak-
ing to the janitors; I'm making a shout out
to the lovable, likable, lively, lunch-making,
potato-baking, French-frying, apple-pieing,
chicken-nugge-heating, when-you-get-in
trouble-beatin’ -lunch ladies!

Think about that special lunch lady back
home. Get her image in your mind and as |
share this next life experience, feel free to
use your own personal touches as you imag-
ine the scene. As for me, I've known many
lunch ladies in my day, but there was one
who | could count on to open my chocolate
milk carton, give me permission to go to the
restroom, and get me napkins when | spilled
my jungle juice.

Ladies and gentlemen, please meet Mrs.
Connie Potts.

Mrs. Connie looks like a nice enough
lady and in fact, she is. But what is it about
our lunch ladies that can scare us to death?
We can mistake our teachers for our own
mother, but we often look at our lunch ladies
like they're aliens. Well, that's just not true.
As a matter of fact, take a second to con-
sider what it was you thought about your
lunch lady. Maybe you never thought a bad
thought about her in your life or made a joke
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relative to her cafeteria skills. | hope that's
true for all of us, but in my school—that
wasn't always the case.

Before we went to middle school,
someone giving us food was our friend,
but thanks to some ridiculous stories, in
the florescent glow of the noon time salad
bar those ladies took on a whole new
demeanor.

But none of that mattered when it came
to my hero when | was in the first grade. Her
name was Beth and she was the nicest lady
| ever knew. | latched on to her when | could
and always smiled when | saw her. And this
will blow your mind, she was a lunch lady!
But trust me, she was pretty and friendly
and nice to everyone. She even brought us
ice cream on Friday afternoons, right down
to our classroom. She was a saint to say
the least. Most kids called her “Mrs. Beth,”
but as for me | just called her “"Momma”
because that's what she was. My Mom,
Beth Doss, was a lunch lady; a terrifying,
table-washing-and-drying, money-taking,
cooki- baking, sweet little lunch lady.

So, a few years down the road when my
friends were mocking cafeteria ladies, they
might as well have been mocking my mom.
In my mind, | contemplated why in the world
my mom would have ever been a lunch lady.
| had no clue, but that wasn't what was
important. What was important was that |
stand up for my Momma. | thought standing
up for my mom was as simple as not making
the same comments about the lunch ladies
that my friends made, but eventually | felt
guilty for not doing more.

Now that I'm older, | know why my mom
took that job. She and my dad wanted me
and my sisters to feel comfortable at school
while we were starting out and she gave
up several years of her life working in the
school lunch room just so she could be near
her kids should they need her.

It never crossed my mind that my mom
was unusual in some way or that my dad was
doing anything extraordinary working long
hours to support his wife and children. At an
age not much older than | am now, my par-
ents dedicated their lives to our family. That's
love. Not only did they love us, much like
John loved Tommy the turtle, but they were
prepared to protect us because they loved us.
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Love is invaluable. Love is what drives
many of our actions. If it weren't for love,
half of us would be homeless because our
parents could find better things to do. But
they love us, provide for us, and protect us.
What other things or people do we love?

Who else in this room loves FFA? Who
loves the United States of America? And
who appreciates the farmers who grow the
food we eat? Me too. So how do we protect
FFA? Well, we can start by wearing our blue
jackets with pride and respect and spread-
ing the word that agricultural education is
preparing students like us for successful
careers and a lifetime of informed choices in
the global agriculture industry. And how do
we protect the United States of America?
By being active and engaged citizens who
know issues, vote and get involved in our
communities. And how do we protect those
hardworking American farmers? We must
be advocates for agriculture and tell people
that American farmers are producing the
most safe, efficient, and abundant food sup-
ply this world has ever seen.

But why don't those people just protect
themselves? Why didn't those lunch ladies
just go out there and prove to the kids
that they're just like everyone else? They
couldn't. They were busy preparing the food
those kids needed to make it through the
day. So when it comes to protection, is not
being a part of the attack enough? | wish
| could go back and help my classmates
understand that the cafeteria ladies are nice
people just trying to help us.

Our farmers are attacked daily, but
much like the lunch ladies, they don't have
time to actively educate the public about
their practices. They can't always explain to
consumers that the practices they use are
necessary and humane. That's why it's up to
us to meet the challenge. Let's be proud of
our farmers and find ways to show people
the true value in agriculture because without
protection the industry will suffer.

Anyone else in here ever gotten a
spanking from their mom or dad? Well
occasionally, (OK, pretty often, actually) |
got into trouble and when that happened |
could count on one thing—a spanking from
my mom. She'd tell me, “Chelsea, meet
me in my bedroom in five minutes. In the

mean time, you think about what you did
to deserve a spanking.” Well, in the mean
time, | ran to my room and padded the seat
of my pants with socks, paper, pillow cases,
beanie babies, anything | could to protect
myself from the spanking that was about
to come.

As | made the walk of shame to my par-
ent’s room, my sister Kinsey and | would
whisper finish the argument that got us in
trouble in the first place. "I knew you were
going to tell on me. If you could just learn
to be quiet we wouldn't be here in the first
place!” And my sister would say something
like, “Well, if you hadn't have taken the Bar-
bie convertible and kept it in your room all
day long, we wouldn't be here!” It became
clear that protection was of the utmost
importance. But protecting my behind isn't
enough; | need to take action everyday to
protect what | love.

Protecting the things that are important
to us is necessary because without protec-
tion, anything can be vulnerable. If we see
that someone we love is damaging them-
selves or being negatively influenced, we
should help them recognize and correct that.

Have your friends ever done something
that you knew they shouldn't have been
doing? Did you stand by and let it happen,
or did you help them get back on track? |
lost friends in high school because they got
involved in things | knew | shouldn't be a
part of. But instead of helping them find a
way out, | ran away from the situation to
protect myself and left the friends | loved
unprotected.

We've been blessed with family and
friends to bring us joy and fulfillment in
this life. If we don't protect them, they'll fall
behind and the longer we go through life,
the more we'll realize that the things we love
are slipping away. We must protect what we
love or it'll be taken from us; we must make
our love apparent; and we must contribute
to the survival and success of what we love.

Whoever you love, whatever you love,
take steps everyday to protect them. Keep
them close to your heart and don't let them
fade away. Besides, what's life without love?

Fellow members, it's up to us to protect
what we love, even if it's only a turtle or a
lunch lady!




Keynote Speaker: Judson Laipply

We Might as Well Dance

By Andrew Walker

Change was the theme of a spirited keynote address to the Seventh
General Session. Judson Laipply, more commonly known as the cre-
ator of YouTube's popular “Evolution of Dance,” was on hand at the
83rd National FFA Convention to inspire members and provide them
with some comic relief for the week.

Laipply created a video that
features a number of popular songs,

to which he dances to. The You-
Tube video, to date, has had more
than one and a half million views and is currently the most viewed
video on the site. In his address to FFA members, Laipply utilized
both humor and inspirational messages to help convey the point
that change is inevitable in life, but members must adapt to and
learn from those changes. Laipply's message was also infused with
the main theme of convention. He stated several times that no one
can achieve their infinite potential if they stress over the things they
can't control. “Life isn't always the party we hoped for; but while we
are here, we might as well dance,” said Laipply to the crowd at Con-
seco Fieldhouse.

Laipply made his point with humor, telling FFA members to not
stress about the problems in life but rather to face them with cour-
age. His theme was then underscored by his evolution of dance
performance that captured the audience'’s attention and helped stu-
dents relate.

Kristen Frazier of the Turner Ashby FFA Chapter in Virginia was
in attendance during the keynote address. She thought that Laipply
was both talented at dancing and encouraging to members to face
their problems in life.

“l thought he was really inspiring and | connected with him really
well" said Frazier. "He made me look at life in a different way.”

Other students simply enjoyed the opportunity to relax from
an eventful day and be entertained while being inspired. For Caleb
Baker of the Alva FFA Chapter in Oklahoma, the speech served as a
reminder to respect those around him.

“The speaker helped us remember to not judge people because
we all have days that are not our brightest,” said Baker.

Laipply hopes that his audiences will leave his shows laughing
but inspired to face daily challenges without stress. Although he
used comedy as a tool to connect with individuals, his main point
was to help FFA members realize that problems will happen to
everyone. The way they choose to deal with those problems will
really affect their lives.

“Infinite potential means that you will never get to a point where
you cannot improve,” said Laipply. “There is always potential to be a
better individual.”

Andrew Walker is a former FFA member and past state officer of the
Michigan FFA Association. He is currently a senior at Michigan State
University majoring in Political Theory and Constitutional Democracy.



Keynote Speaker: Josh Shipp

Josh Shipp Tells FFA Members to

Avoid the Average

By Kelsey Kennedy

The 83rd National FFA Convention started with a bang with open-
ing session’s keynote speaker, Josh Shipp. After an introduction
and telling the audience how he once asked Gov. Arnold Schwar-
zenegger to arm wrestle, Shipp wasted little time telling the
46,263 attendees his main message, “Don't be average.” Shipp
elaborated, telling stories about his life and offering lessons and
advice on just how to avoid being average, all while mixing in beat
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boxing and Guitar Hero references.

Shipp reminded the audience,

“Bad things are going to happen
to you.” Despite this, we have a
choice. "You can choose to get bitter, or you can choose to get
better. It's a small choice that can make a huge difference in your
life,” Shipp said. Abandoned, abused and raised in the foster sys-
tem as a child, Shipp has seen his share of bad things and told

the audience the story of how he came to realize that if you have
something negative in your life, you should embrace it. On failure,
Shipp reminded everyone that it's okay to fail, as long as you stay
positive and “push past the discomfort” to be successful.

About success, Shipp told the audience, “Don't make dreams,
make goals.” Shipp believes that too often, we're too soft when it
comes to dreams. Goals, however, are more solid and attainable.
He cautioned that looking too far ahead could be overwhelming.
“Do not study your hero's end results, study their first steps,” Shipp
said. He also stressed the importance of having at least one adult
in your life that believes in you. For Shipp, these people were his
foster parents, but he said that one adult could be anyone from a
parent to advisor and all that mattered was that they could love
you unconditionally, even if you fail. Shipp told the audience that
even with goals and supportive people in our lives, it is ultimately
our choice to be successful. His words? “If your life is lame, it's
because you're lame.”

Growing up, Shipp learned to be the class clown as a way to
deal with all the unpleasant things in his life. In high school, a
teacher urged him to use his comedic talents to make a difference
in the lives of others. Shipp got involved in leadership activities,
and started speaking professionally at the age of 17. He quickly
became known for his direct and comedic style and talking to
teens. I am not a motivational speaker, | am a motivational ninja,”
Shipp said. Shipp is now a motivational ninja not just on stage,
but online, in print and on television. His popular advice website
features written and video responses to teens asking for advice,
and he released a book this past August titled The Teen's Guide to
World Domination. He also hosts Jump Shipp, a show that helps
20-somethings quit the things that are holding them back from
what they want to do in life.

You can learn more about Josh Shipp on his website,
www.HeyJosh.com, and you can catch Jump Shipp on Halogen.

Kelsey Kennedy is a former FFA member from Willamina, Ore. She is
currently a science writing major at MIT.
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Keynote Speaker: Kevin Carroll

Dream, Excite, Change

Author, motivator Kevin Carroll sparks FFA members

By Geoffrey Miller

You only had to look at Kevin Carroll's shoes to know he wasn't like
any other motivational speaker.

Carroll wore genuine black-and-white Chuck Taylors as he took
the Conseco Fieldhouse stage for Friday morning's fourth general
session of the 83rd National FFA Convention -- and not just any
ordinary pair of Chucks.

No, Carroll only wears that specific pair of shoes when he's
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in speaking roles. Otherwise, he
stores them in a protective bag and

doesn't wear them out.

To Carroll, the Chucks are two
things: A way to express his fun-spirited, always-be-who-I-am per-
sonality and a way for him to feel comfortable doing what he loves.

That personality -- one that pursues effective personal growth
through a can-do attitude -- mirrored his message Friday morning.

“We need more doers in the world, and less talkers,” Carroll told
the crowd of FFA members.

Those "doers” make their strides in the world by developing a
“D.R.E.A.M.", said Carroll. The acronym stands for (D) dedicated, (R)
responsibility, (E) education, (A) attitude and (M) motivated.

Once a person’s "D.R.E.A.M." is initiated, Carroll said, the goal of
the person'’s actions should be to improve themselves while improv-
ing the lives of others.

“Our challenge is to make a difference in the lives of someone
else,” Carroll said.

Inspiring others is an area Carroll has experience in as more
than a motivational speaker. The author -- he's responsible for
2005's “Rules of the Red Rubber Ball” -- once held a job at Nike as
"katalyst”, or a play on the word catalyst that means someone or
something that stimulates change.

Carroll crafted the job title when he began working with the
company based on his passion for embodying the meaning of cata-
lyst and incorporating the first letter of his name.

The idea has stuck, as a key point of Carroll's address was his
willingness to be an “excititory agent” and his desire to influence
others to track the same mindset. It's a concept that readily com-
pares to the theme of the 2010 convention.

o

“Don't forget this theme, ‘infinite potential,"” Carroll said after
his speech. “Those words really have power to live by."

The idea behind it, he said, was to realize what inspires you and
move toward that goal -- even if such a finish line seems like merely
a dream.

A big part of that self-improvement equation was who people
placed around them as “encouragers”, he said.

“I'm this mosaic of all these different people | had around me
growing up,” Carroll said. “Those people are there to challenge you

and to hold you accountable to your dreams.”

Geoffrey Miller is former FFA member from the Hamilton Southeastern
FFA Chapter in Fishers, Indiana. He is currently pursuing a journalism

degree at Indiana University in Bloomington.




Guest Speaker: Angela Mayfield

Practical Resources Lead
to Powerful Results

By Kelsey Fletcher

Angela Mayfield is a wife, mother and small business owner. The
California native graduated from California State University, Chico and
has a passion for educating others. All these things make her ordinary.
What makes her extraordinary, according to Mayfield, is her experi-
ence as an FFA member.

Mayfield served as the 2000-2001 National FFA Western Region
Vice President. She looks back at her time in FFA fondly, saying “each
of those moments were the greatest moments in my life at the time.”

During her keynote address at the 3rd General Session of the 83rd
National FFA Convention, Mayfield discussed her experiences in the
National FFA Organization and how they led her first to a career in
agricultural education, then to her own curriculum-writing company.
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“We need to come [to national
FFA convention] to realize the
potential we have inside of us,” May-
field said. “You have to seek out opportunities to be empowered, and
let go of your inhibitions, your doubts.”

Mayfield described the experience of substitute teaching and
the differences she saw between classrooms of kindergarteners and
seventh graders. Kindergarten students, Mayfield said, still had big
dreams and were enthusiastic about meeting new people. The older
classroom, however “sat with their hoods up and headphones in,”
without optimism and resisting change.

Mayfield admitted to sometimes having the attitude of these
seventh graders, but urged audience members to recharge and regain
perspectives at events like the national FFA convention so they could
continue to dream big and create opportunities.

“FFA has given me every opportunity | have had,” Mayfield further
explained. “There was nothing else that gave me the same chances,
the same opportunity for success. The organization taught me how
to advocate for myself, which is one of the most important things for
students to learn.”

Sponsors are key to the success of the organization Mayfield
emphasized. In her message, she explained that student growth is
not something that can be measured and she wished sponsors could
see what she had seen in the growth of the students in her agri-
science classes.

“As we look at the challenges facing the agriculture industry
today,” Mayfield urged, “it is worthwhile to invest in our students now
and get them into leadership roles. Even if they don't go into agricul-
ture directly, they will one day become informed, educated voters and
help us inform and educate consumers and the general public.”

Because a lot of National FFA's sponsors are corporations, May-
field said, the person who writes the check doesn't always get to see
the progression. Mayfield said she hoped her address brought some of
the connections to life for the sponsors so they could see how much
of a difference they truly do make.

“We have no way to accurately count the number of young men
and women you have affected,” Mayfield explained to the sponsors in
the audience. "Partners, thank you for empowering us; thank you for
giving us these opportunities.”

Kelsey Fletcher is a former FFA member from Universal City, Texas. She
is currently a senior agricultural communications major at Texas Tech
University. Follow her on Twitter: @fletcher_k.




Dr. Case Retires

The Owl's Swan Song

Dr. Case honored for his years of service

By Dustin Petty

FFA's favorite owl is riding off into the rising sun.

Dr. Larry Case, National FFA advisor since 1984, announced his
retirement in May of this year, effective Jan. 1, 2011.

Case began his FFA career as a member of the Stet, Mo., chap-
ter where he served as both reporter and president. He credits his
advisor as pushing him to pursue service in his adult life.

“My advisor saw something in me,” said Case. “He saw that |
had potential, unlimited potential. | didn't know any better so | took
him seriously.”

During his tenure, FFA membership has grown significantly and
agricultural education has changed dramatically. He has shaken
hands with hundreds of thousands of members as they receive
awards and raised the roof at 26 national FFA conventions.
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At many points during the 83rd
National FFA Convention, Dr. Case

has been honored for his long-term
commitment to the organization
and members. His annual welcome during the opening sessions
gave him the opportunity to take pause and offer thanks and
reflection.

"FFA members, you are the future and you make this Missouri
farm boy proud.”

He added, “I'm a thankful man. More than anything I'm thank-
ful for the love of my family...thank you from the bottom of my
heart for making it possible for me to be of service to others.”

While addressing the National FFA Alumni Convention del-
egates, he indicated his wife, Joy, had plans for his retirement.

“There's a honey-do list with a few important tasks,” joked Dr.
Case. “There are some gutters that need attending to."

The Missouri native has also been asked to become active
in a local alumni chapter in his home state, responding that he'd
be happy to help out but wouldn't be interested in the group's
presidency.

But you can't expect Dr. Case to stop giving back to the FFA
and its members.

“After his retirement was announced,” said Bobbie Donahue,
Director of Individual Giving and State Foundation Relations for
the National FFA Foundation,” the [National FFA] Organization
and Foundation came together to decide something appropriate to
honor Dr. Case.”

The result was the Larry D. and Joy L. Case Endowment.

An endowment is a fund with a principal that can be added to
at any time, earning annual interest. A percentage of that interest
(in this case, 5 percent) is used for predetermined reasons. Dr.
Case chose three areas that have been important to him to ben-
efit from the endowment: agricultural instructor training, student
leader development and global agriculture career opportunities.

And with nearly three decades of giving back, FFA members
and supporters alike can take a turn establishing Case's legacy.

T-shirts with the national advisor's face are being sold and
“FFAowl!" can be texted to 20222 by any cell phone and $10 will be
donated to the pot of development dollars.

Dustin Petty is a former FFA member from Standish, Mich. Having
attended Michigan State University, he is currently serving as an
AmeriCorps VISTA in Chicago, working with the homeless student
population in that city. Follow him on Twitter: @pettydus.
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FFA Celebrates New Farmers of America

Former NFA members honored at National FFA Center

By Dustin Petty

For 30 years, two organizations evolved
and prospered. With similar goals, ideals and
often coinciding paths, each group devel-
oped leaders who would become pioneers
in their communities and in agriculture. One
of these organizations is the National FFA
Organization, today boasting more than
525,000 members. The other, the New
Farmers of America (NFA), existed for Afri-
can-American young men in a world where
"separate but equal” was a way of life.

NFA was organized in Virginia in 1927
and became a national organization in 1935.
The organization was originally formed to
serve agriculture students in southern states
where schools were segregated by law.
Much like the FFA, NFA sought to provide
young men with vocational, social and rec-
reational activities in order to develop their
skills in public speaking, leadership and agri-

cultural trades.
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In 1965, NFA and FFA merged and FFA
added the talents of 52,000 NFA mem-
bers to its roster. The last NFA national
president, A. D. Pinson, presented his
black corduroy jacket to his FFA counter-
part at that year's national convention.

To this day, that jacket hangs in the
National FFA Center in Indianapolis.

The year 2010 marks the 75th anniver-
sary of the founding of NFA. On Oct. 20,
during the 83rd National FFA Convention
in Indianapolis, Ind., Pinson and 10 former
members of NFA were honored with com-
memorative bricks, which were engraved
with their names and placed in the court-
yard of the National FFA Center. With a
gospel choir, several dozen guests and a
southern-style breakfast, the men were
honored as vital links between a divided
past and the diverse future of FFA.

“These men paved the way for indi-
viduals like me,” said Corey Flournoy, the
1993-1994 national FFA president and

the first African American to serve in that
post. “We appreciate everything you've
done to represent agriculture and to repre-
sent strong African-American males.”

Pinson, a decorated Vietnam War vet-
eran, spoke about the changes he sees in the
organization he helped form 45 years ago.

“When | look at today's convention,”
said Pinson. “I can look and say there is an
African-American presence in the Future
Farmers of America. | can look and say
there are women serving as officers of the
Future Farmers of America.”

There is, however, more work to be done.

At the time of the 1965 merger, over
one quarter of FFA members were Afri-
can American. At the end of 2008-2009,
only 4 percent of African-Americans were
reported on the FFA rosters.

Dr. Dwight Armstrong, Chief Operating
Officer of the National FFA Organization,
is hopeful that these numbers will change.

“We will...bring more inclusion and




diversity into the FFA ranks,” said Arm-
strong. “Whether we're talking about urban
and rural, African-American or Caucasian,
we will respect one another, connect with
one another and affirm one another. Every-
one will be welcomed.”

During the opening sessions of the 83rd
National FFA Convention, NFA honorees

took prominent places on the Conseco
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Fieldhouse stage, reciting the NFA Creed.
During their time in the spotlight, they
made an impact on the FFA members they
encountered.

“| feel like we have a strong legacy of
the past to live up to,” said Alexis Rayburn,
president of the Chicago High School for
Agricultural Sciences FFA Chapter. “You
can feel the strength of these men and

you can see how it's [been] passed onto

today’'s members.”

Dustin Petty is a former FFA member from
Standish, Mich. Having attended Michigan
State University, he is currently serving as an
AmeriCorps VISTA in Chicago, working with
the homeless student population in that city.
Follow him on Twitter: @pettydus.



National Days of Service

Members help package food

supplies for those in need

By Geoffrey Miller

There were cups of chocolate pudding
and mandarin oranges, single-sandwich
packs of squeezable peanut butter and jelly
spread and a bowl of cereal.

Two canned goods accompanied two
cartons of white and chocolate milk.

All of those products — and a few
more — together formed a basic diet for a
school-age child who otherwise would go

hungry in the hours and days that comprise

a weekend away from their school cafeteria.

The mixture wasn't much, certainly, as
it was intended to only fulfill one half of a
child's caloric intake through the course of
a weekend while nearing or surpassing 100
percent of protein requirements.

Still, the alternative was worse.

Armed with the idea that tackling part
of the growing hunger problem is better

INFINITE POTENTIAL

than doing nothing at all, FFA members vol-
unteered at Gleaners Food Bank of Indiana
Thursday as part of the annual FFA Days of
Service.

One of 13 volunteer opportunities
across central Indiana that would see over
1,000 FFA members take part in commu-
nity service over two day's of this year's
83rd National FFA Convention, Gleaners
was assisted by students who efficiently
packaged these student care packs.

Each pack — named “BackSacks” — is
given to an at-need student in Indiana on
Fridays. According to Gleaners, more than
3,000 students are currently enrolled in the
program.

Thursday, members of the Jackson Area
Career Center FFA in Michigan were part
of the morning shift assisting Gleaners. The
mammoth facility near the Indianapolis
International Airport dwarfed their total

number, but the impact of their work wasn't
overshadowed.

Sarah Marroll, the chapter secretary of
Jackson Area’s FFA, said the work was fun
and rewarding — as well as offering a les-
son in the power of teamwork.

"l think it's a good opportunity to work
together with people you don't know,” Mar-
roll said. “It really shows how a big enough
group can do important things and help
people.”

Maroll, attending her first FFA National
Convention, and her chapter were working
alongside chapters from other states.

Another line of members near the
"BackSack” production area was focused on
another effort Gleaners is heavily involved
in — building monthly food supply boxes
for the elderly in need.

The 40-pound box of food is aimed at
allowing seniors to avoid making decisions




on buying food or necessities like medications.

Robert Wilson, the major gifts manager for Gleaners,
was thrilled to be again working with FFA members.

“(National Convention) is a really great thing for our
entire city,” said Wilson, who's been with Gleaners for 17
years. “We really enjoy and appreciate when FFA comes
to work with us.”

Certainly, Gleaners and the assistance-necessary
clientele they support are aided from the FFA members’
community service. But Wilson said it's a two-way street
for the convention attendees who helping to fight a 48
percent increase in hunger within Indiana in the last ten
years.

“This is a great way for kids to learn about food and
hunger,” Wilson said. “We certainly couldn't this without

volunteer support.”

Geoffrey Miller is former FFA member from the Hamilton
Southeastern FFA Chapter in Fishers, Indiana. He is currently
pursuing a journalism degree at Indiana University in
Bloomington.
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Career Show

U.S. Army Exhibit a Popular

Career Show Stop

Career Show staple brings together separate groups with similar focus

By Geoffrey Miller

Courage and leadership. Discipline
and responsibility.

Pick one, pick them all or even add
your own character-building keyword
and suddenly the possibility of finding
someone mingling around the southeast
corner of this week’s National FFA Agri-
cultural Career Show who doesn't fit
any part of that description starts to feel
more and more unlikely.

Wednesday, the booth space — the
home of the U.S. Army'’s display for the
83rd National FFA Convention — fea-
tured a sea of FFA blue jackets mixed
with a troop of camouflage-wearing
military members fielding questions and
guiding an armada of interactive exhibits.

“"What we've found is a great part-
nership with the FFA over the years,”
said U.S. Army Lt. Col. David F. Stewart.
“One of my personal observations is
that we share a lot of the same core
values in terms of leadership, duty and
respect. The things that we hold value in
we find the FFA holds value in as well.”

Stewart heads up the display that
stands as one of the largest in the 300,000
square foot showcase. It's featured among
a spectrum of over 400 companies, col-
leges and organizations with an interest in
the future of agriculture and the FFA mem-
bers attending this year's convention.

Stewart said this year's convention is
his second, but some members of his team
have been coming for five or six years.

“It's a great audience,” Lt. Col. Stewart
said. "We nest very well in terms of our
Army values with the FFA values.”

The display is hardy in terms of the
number of ways in which FFA members can
interact with it. Students start at the exhibit

by signing in at one of several computer
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stations. They then receive an identification
badge good for admission to the variety of
activities. At the center of the experience are
large projection screens displaying a marks-
manship video game side-by-side a mixed
martial arts video game.

The exhibit also features demonstra-
tions by military working dogs. Wednesday,
it also played host to radio-controlled truck
time trials FFA members who completed
five laps around the small carpeted track
with the fastest times won iPods.

As usual, the center of the exhibit pro-
vided a taste of the Army Physical Fitness
Test (APFT) where members could com-
pete against others to perform the most
amount of push-ups or pull-ups in one
minute. Their scores were recorded on a

scoreboard that showed each state's
individual high, male and female.

In the opposite corner sat a fully
assembled field hospital stocked
with the various supplies neces-
sary for the second stage of medical
treatment soldiers would be offered
in the event of a war-time injury.
Inside, an operating table with a toy
dog stuffed animal on top provided
the perfect segue for Capt. Noel
Kubat to discuss the wide range of
opportunities available in the Army.

Capt. Kubat, now a veterinar-
ian in the Army, is a former FFA
member.

“There's a definite transition
between the animal science and
leadership | learned in FFA and what
I dointhe Army,” Capt. Kubat said.
“I'm a captain in the Army, so first
I'm a leader.”

All of it — from the video games
to the push-ups — were ways for Lt.
Col. Stewart and his team to help
FFA members understand the wide
range of opportunities available through the
U.S. Army.

"A lot of these young people don't realize
the opportunities that are out there and all
of the different ways you can be a soldier,”
Lt. Col. Stewart said. “We have Army doc-
tors and lawyers. We have veterinarians,
engineers and we have firefighters.

“There's a lot of different ways to be in
the Army and that's what we want to edu-
cate people on.”

Geoffrey Miller is former FFA member from the
Hamilton Southeastern FFA Chapter in Fishers,
Indiana. He is currently pursuing a journalism
degree at Indiana University in Bloomington.
Follow him on Twitter: @GeoffreyMiller.




Career Show

For | Know the Joys and Discomforts...

Rhode Island FFA members overcome exhibit setbacks

By Kelsey Fletcher

Walking through the
Hall of States in the career
show at the 83rd National
FFA Convention allows con-
vention attendees to travel
cross country in a matter of
minutes. While some states
have elaborate booths, which
were obviously carefully and
meticulously crafted, repre-
sentatives from the Rhode
Island FFA Association cre-
ated their display on a much
shorter timeline.

Even though members
from Narragansett FFA care-
fully planned and shipped
their booth before coming to
Indianapolis, somehow their
entire display was sent to
Massachusetts by mistake.
When advisors and chapter members
found out their booth would not arrive in
Indianapolis until Friday, the chapter had
only hours to come up with an alternative
to their original plans. Narragansett FFA
member Ryan Field explained how the
team created their new display in such a
short amount of time.

“"We were really concerned at the
beginning,” Field said, "but we knew we
couldn't sit around and pout about it. We
had to step up because something had to
be done. We all knew each other pretty
well and knew what each of us were good
at, so we broke up into teams and did dif-
ferent jobs to fix the booth and have it
ready for the opening on Wednesday.”

One of the chapter's advisors, Mer-
edith Ashworth, said she was really proud