
University Policies SPA-11-013

1

Signatory Authority and Legal Name for Sponsored Programs at
Indiana University
SPA-11-013

About This Policy
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Scope

This policy applies to all Indiana University faculty, staff and students involved in the development or submission of
documents related to externally funded sponsored programs.
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Policy Statement

It is the policy of Indiana University that all formal proposals and documents related to externally funded sponsored programs
be properly signed by a designated official and be made out to The Trustees of Indiana University.

mailto:stemarti@iu.edu
http://researchadmin.iu.edu/GrantContract/gc-propprep/gcs_submission.html
https://one.iu.edu/store
/policies/categories/financial/treasurers-office/FIN-TRE-VI-100-signature-authority-and-delegationbodyidInheritpage-subtypeNonealternate-link-labelog-imageog-titleshow-in-navYessite://IU-POLICY-WEBS.main/policies/categories/financial/treasurers-office/FIN-TRE-VI-100-signature-authority-and-delegationIU-POLICY-WEBS.mainFIN-TRE-VI-100-signature-authority-and-delegationSignature Authority and DelegationTitleVI-100, signature, authority, delegation, delegatingCommunicates guidelines regarding authority to sign and delegate signature authority on IU contracts and agreements with third parties.
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Reason For Policy

This policy is to provide direction to prevent unauthorized commitments of institutional resources and for the proper
authorization of documents related to externally funded sponsored programs.
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Procedure

In all sponsored program agreements involving Indiana University, the name of the institution should be "The Trustees of
Indiana University" or "Indiana University."  An exception to this is that all agreements with the Lilly Endowment should be
made in the name of the "Indiana University Foundation."
Schools and departments within the University are not legal entities and, therefore, should not be parties to agreements.
  If desirable, language similar to the following may be used:  "Indiana University for and on behalf of its School of
__________________ (or Department of _________________).”

The official authorized to sign such agreements for the University is the Associate Vice President for Research Administration
and appointed designees.

In some cases, the Principle Investigator/Project Director's signature is also required by the awarding agency.  This
is acceptable and even desirable, especially on industrial/commercial agreements.  However, the only authorized and
binding signature for the University on contract and grant agreements is that of the Associate Vice President for Research
Administration or her/his designee.

All negotiations pertaining to agreements must include an official of the University who has been authorized to do so. 
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Definitions

Sponsored Program: Any activity that receives funding from outside the University. Sponsored programs may also be
known as sponsored projects or sponsored agreements.
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Sanctions

Failure to adhere to this policy and procedures may result in delays or withdrawal of sponsored program proposals or non-
acceptance of sponsored awards by the Office of Research Administration.

Back to top

History

Replaces:

• III-30 “Policies Related to Contract and Grants Administration: Contracting Agent”

• Important Notice 02-7 “Legal Name/Authorized Signature on Contract and Grant Documents”

Previous Versions:

• Effective Dates: 3-23-2011 through 5-3-2017

http://policies.iu.edu//IU-POLICY-WEBS.main/docs/Research/Signatory_Authority_and_Legal_Name_for_Sponsored_Programs_at_Indiana_University-archive.pdf

