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KiSS A FROG TODAY
By Ken Seering, National FFA Alumni President

Have you kissed a frog today? g
Probably not. Theyre ugly and {
clammy, not very attractive crea-
tures, and generally found on lily
pads with no real goals in life.

Remember the Frog Prince story
...when a wicked fairy changed a
handsome Prince into a frog, and
the only way he could come back as
a handsome prince is if a heautiful
Princess would kiss him.

Well, as the story goes, a beauti-
ful young Princess was playing her
favorite game, throwing her golden
ball into the air and then catching it.
As luck would have it, it landed in a
pond where the frog was. He
brought it back to the Princess and
being so happy with the return of
her golden ball she took him to the
King's castle.

The frog was treated like royalty by the beautiful Princess and she
eventually gave the frog a kiss, this broke the wicked fairy's spell and
immediately turned him back intc a handsome young Prince. They were
married and lived happily ever after.

Well, what does this story have to do with the FFA Alumni and the FFA
member?

When first year vocational agricuiture students become familiar with
the FFA organization, they learn of the great traditions, opportunities of
leadership, award programs, and other related activities. At this time,
they need the assistance of the vo-ag instructor, parents, and others,
These young members set their sights on those highest of stars whether
it be participating in an FFA creed contest or achieving the coveted
American Farmer Degree.

There's an organization which can assist this FFAmemberwho will be
dedicating four or more years of his/her life for the FFA organization and
their own personal growth. The FFA ALUMNI is this support group
which has vowed its willingness to help FFA members on their journey
to the stars.

The first year FFA member is the frog in the above story and you, the
FFA ALUMNI member, is the Princess. The FFA ALUMNI has the
opportunity to be that important link in making FFA members’ goals
become reality.

Why not KISS A FROG TODAY, and continually invite other
concerned community people to do the same for the future of these
youth in agriculture. It is up to each of us to "TADJUST ATTITUDES" for
the betterment of the FFA/FFA Alumni in 1983.

GRANTON, WISCONSIN PUBLISHES AN
ANNUAL PROGRAM OF WORK

Each year the Granton, Wisconsin FFA Alumni publishes a program of
work and a schedule of Alumni activities. Some of their activities being
planned for 1983 are: sponsoring a fire extinguisher clinic for FFA
members, hosting a ladies home and hobby tour, donating $300 to
purchase FFA livestock at shows, sending a FFA president to the Wash-
ington Conference, and helping the FFA with the Food for America
program. This Alumni affiliate has 116 Alumni members in a community
of about 350. The Granton Alumni have just completed making by hand
an Alumni banner which they proudly display at all Alumni activities.

YOUR INVITATION TO THE
1983 ALUMNI CONVENTION

You are invited to the 1983 National FFA Alumni Convention
which will be held on November 9-10 in Kansas City, Missouri, in the
Bartle Convention Complex. The Alumni sessions, conducted by the
National FFA Alumni Council, will be Wednesday from 1:00 - 4:30
p.m. and Thursday from 9:00 - 1 2:00 noon. The FFA Convention held
in the Convention Hall of the same complex starts Thursday morning
and ends Saturday evening. FFA featured speakers include Zig Ziglar,
Willard Scott, and Robert Moawad. Several other outstanding
speakers have been invited and confirmation has yet to be finalized.
The FFA and FFA Alumni conventions with over 22,000 persons
attending have become one of our nation’s largest conventions.
Make your room reservations now and plan to celebrate an educa-
tional and motivational week at this year's conventions.

OUTSTANDING AFFILIATE AWARD

The Qutstanding Affiliate Award recognizes affiliates for their
support to vocational agriculture-FFA, Each affiliate should contact
their state Alumni leaders for application form and rules. State
winner(s}) must be sent to the national office by October 1.

LEBANON, CONNECTICUT
SPONSORS BLOODMOBILE

Sixty FFA Alumni and twenty-one FFA members were involved in
the winter bloodmobile. Seventy-nine donors from ten towns
participated. The Lebanon group hosted a pig roast and square dance
in June and their annual auction in May. The auction has grown into a
six-hour event and a very successful money-raiser.

WASHINGTON CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIPS

The FFA Washington Conference Program started its 1983
program on June 13. Atotal of 1,500 FFAmembers will participate in
seven conferences this summer. The National FFA Alumni will
present 39 scholarships valued at$10,725. The Conference provides
further development of leadership skills and an appreciation of our
nation's great heritage. Special emphasis is given to personal
development and leadership skills to be used with their focal FFA
Chapter.

Pictured above are Scott Bollin of lowa Falls, lowa and Mike Burns
of Springfield, Georgia being presented their FFA Alumni scholar-
ship by Robert W. Cox, FFA Alumni Executive Director, during the
first session of the Washington Conference.



PROGRESS REPORT ON NATIONAL STRUCTURE

Kenneth G. Seering, National FFA Alumni President, represented the
FFA Alumni as an Ad-Hoc Committee member in Kansas City on April 18-
21. The Committee developed a proposal for a new Structure of National
Leadership for Vocational and Technical Education in Agriculture. The
Committee recognized the need for keeping the instruction program in
accordance with American agriculture and the need to aggressively serve
all levels of instruction in agriculture. A systematic and nationwide
approach to providing leadership is the goal of this committee. The next
meeting of the Ad-Hoc Committee will he in September. If you are
interested in a copy of the Ad-Hoc Steering Committee’s report, contact
the National FFA Alumni office.

WEA SCHOLARSHIP

Carolee Roberts was presented with $117 Work Experience Abroad
FFA Alumni Scholarship by Robert W. Cox, Executive Director of the
National FFA Alumni. {Note that scholarship was given in one dollar
bills.) Carolee is from Eldorado, Wisconsin, and is presently experi-
encing a great learning opportunity in Germany. The WEA scholarship
is based on one dollar for each FFA Alumni member that is an active
member of the special National WEA Alumni Affiliate.

RECEIVES FFA DEGREES IN REVERSE

Larry Augenstein, National FFA Officer in 1928, was awarded the
_Honorary California FFA Degree on May 8, 1983, He received his
American Farmer Degree in 1928 when the FFA was organized and later
received the Ohio FFA State Farmer Degree and local FFA chapter
degrees. He also received the Honorary American Farmer Degree prior to
the California Honorary State Degree. Mr. Augenstein is the only living
person to receive his degrees in reverse arder. Since his year as National
FFA Alumni Vice President and Ohio FFA President, Mr. Augenstein has
supported vocational agriculture in many ways. Since 1972 when the
FFA Alumni was chartered, he has been one of our greatest supporters.
He is_preseotly an active member of the Poway FFA Alumni Affiliate.

ALUMNI| WORKSHOP HELD AS PART OF
VIRGINIA ALUMNI CONVENTION

The Virginia FFA Alumni held a two-hourworkshop on local, state, and
national activities, successful methods of chartering, and other topics
which stimulate quality and growth of the FFA Alumni. Over sixty persons
attended the session conducted by Robert W, Cox, National FFA Alumni
Executive Director, following the FFA Alumni Convention which was
chaired by Virginia Alumni President, Norman Grove. The National FFA
Alumni Council is interested in sponsoring regional workshops (two or
three states) or sponsoring state workshops where interest and numbers
merit.

FFA ALUMNI TO SPONSOR NVATA RECEPTION

The FFA Alumni will sponsor a reception for the spouses of all
agriculture teachers attending the National Vocational Agriculture
Teachers Convention in December in California. Please make sure as an
Alumni member that you extend an invitation if the spouse of your local
teacher of agriculture plans to attend. The FFA Alumni Association
recognizes the value of outstanding teachers of agriculture and the
support of their spouses. This reception sponsored for the second year is
in recognition of our appreciation.

EDDIE ALBERT SPEAKS FOR AGRICULTURE

S

Eddie Albert, actor and conservationist, will be the spokesman for an
FFA public service announcement campaign during 1984. A network
of vocational agriculture instructors is being developed nationwide to
act as media representatives to deliver the public service announce-

“ments to telévision stations in January 1984. FFA Alumni are
encouraged to assist local FFA advisors in arranging for these special
public service vocational agriculture-FFA announcements to be
televised in your area.

LOCAL FFA ALUMNI DEVELOPS COOKBOOK

The Zillah, Washington affiliate has published an FFA Alumni
cookbook. (They are for sale for $5 from Nancy Traub, Rt. 2, Box 2864,
Zillah, WA 98953.} Profits will be used for scholarships for local FFA
members. In April, they held their third annual FFA Alumni flea market.
This activity also includes an auction.

DID YOU KNOW?

The FFA Supply Service handles all the items for the FFA Alumni. All
profits from items purchased go directly to the FFA Organization, If you
are interested in special trophies, plaques, caps, or almost anything not
already listed on the Alumni Supply Service catalog pages, please call
Harry Andrews (703-360-3600). In'many cases FFA catalog items can be
modified by adding the Alumni logo at a very reasonable cost.

ALUMNI COLLEGIATE INTERNSHIP

Larry Svehla from Clarkson, Nebraska is pictured with Byron Rawls,
National FFA Advisor. Larry is spending a ten-week internship this
summer in the Washington, D.C. area meeting with key leaders in
Congress, government, and agriculture and education associations,
During this Alumni sponsored program, he will have the opportunity to
share the values of the vocational agriculture-FFA program with many
people who have never met an Alumni or received firsthand values of
the vocational agriculture-FFA program. This program started in 1979
and Larry is the seventh FFA Alumni intern.



WELCOME NEW LIFE MEMBERS

The prestigious roster of Life Members has reached 4,178. As a Life Member you may designate that, upon your death, the $100 lifetime dues be
presented as a memorial scholarship to an FFA member in a chapter or state of your choice, or as a permanent trust for the FFA Alumni. For those Life
Members who do not designate otherwise, their $100 will automatically be designated to the permanent trust fund as a memorial to the Life Member
upon his or her death. As a Life Member, you will receive a special Life Membership card, Life Membership certificate, and lifetime subscription to 7he
National FUTURE FARMER magazine. The following have become Life Members since our last newsletter.

Marlin D. Jackson
Harold D. Dunning
Witbur W. Grimm
William E. Prather
Keith E. Harvey
David D. Anderson
Jay. A. Crawford
Kenneth B. Rulon
Betty Thornton
Calvin Snider
Stan Noble

Lea Franks

Debbie McLamb
Francis G. Miller
Richard Grant
Willis Grant

Judy Yost

Rodney Schaneman
Kerry Hull

Kenny Hull

Tom Venable
Charles Campbell
Bobby L. Muller
John Slama
Myron H. Sonne
Gary A. Hellevang
Art Weinkauf
Jack Walter
Robert Jay Howard
LuVerne L. Strom
Scott Walter
Harold W. Smith
James R. Long

E. M. Grace
Franklin Barton
Levi Montgomery
Dean Dunfee
Martha Corbett
James Garner
Robert Ray
Ronald Drozd
Charles Tasler Jr.
Bonnie Bilstein
Dave Bouska
Gerard Keating
Doug Yost

Mary Bass

Ann Spooner

Don Spooner
Lynn Disch

Kent Klitzman
Darrell Larson
Mike Larson

Dan Miller

Keith Trow

Terry Lahr

Wanda C. Lineberry
Paul G. Thurston
Lynn D. Stieglitz
Wade McFee
Gene Easterday
John Huepenbecker
Larry Huepenbecker
Dale Beaty

Bruce Hischke
Eugene Arledge
"James A. Birkhead
Bobby J. Bleeker
William H. Cooke
W, P, Hogan

Billy Tom McDanisl!
Sandra J. Menley
Billie M. Noack
Leon E. Noack
John R. Praesel
Birdie B. Praese!

Paragould, AR
Erie, KS
Bloomfield, NE
Warsaw, IN
Richmond, IN
Darlington, IN
Columbia City, IN
Cicero, IN
Marysville, OH
Lancaster, WI
Lancaster, Wi
Apex, NC
Raleigh, NC
North East, MD
Meadow Grove, NE
Battle Creek, NE
Scottshiuff,
Melbeta, NE
Edgerton, WI
Edgerton, Wi
Janesvilte, WI
Avon, SD
Tyndall, SD
Tabor, SD
Letcher, SD
Eden, 8D
Sigseton, 8D
Groton, SD
Groton, SD
Groton, SD
Groton, SD
Gower, MO
Keamey, MO
Gower, MO
Gower, MO
Newark, OH
Belmont, OH
Belmont, OH
Hamilton, OH
Vernona, WI
Genoa, NE
Atkinson, NE
Atkinson, NE
Atkinson, NE
Atkinson, NE
Scottsbluff, NE
Granton, WI
Evansvitle, W)
Evansville, W
Evansville, Wi
Brooklyn, Wi
Brooklyn, Wi
Evansville, W1
Janesville, WI|
Evansville, W1
Shipman, L
Nashvilte, TN
Alexandria, IN
New Haven, IN
Britt, tA

Union City, MlI
Marshall, Ml
Marshail, Ml
Yuba, Wi
Suring, WI
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale. TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX

NE -

Robert W. Rielly
Aliene M. Rielly
Don H. Roddam
Hughie W. Smith
Claude W. Spence
Brice B. Tavlor
William R. Vogelpohl
Edward P. Williams
Mozelle W. Wiltiams
Johnny Yates Jr.
Judy M. York

G. C. {Pete} York
Emory C. Camp
Charles W. Hairston
Billy Joe Hall

C. Glenn Hodges

- Bl Luckey

J. M. Moarman
Walter R. Pond
Arthur G. Praesel
Preston H. Perry Jr,
Helen Perry
Theresa Lotto
Linda Paider
Caro! Petersen
Betty Potts

Jerry Potts
Glenn Rentmeester
Aaron Schlies
Steve Selner
Lawrence Sobota
Harvey Bartling
Steve Fauss

Jon Katt

Jack Luther
David Spier
James Gotschall
Marlin Seeman
Vernon Kappers
Larry Terbeest
lvan Termaat
Terry Beach

Ron Bowsher
Robert Holt
James J. Labrec
Roger Schwarze
Gene Crawford

Michael D. Smith

Donald R. Carnahan
Dottie M. Hinkle
Everett E Penn
Pat H. Buell
Steve Oberg
Gwen R. Betzold
Raymond Garrison
Todd Jackson
Ray Houston
Matt McClure
Tim Manning
Elizabeth Bean
Brock Harris
Kenny Beaty
Roger Patrick

H. B. Gatloway
Jimmy Tutor
George Tuell
Thomas Tuck
Jerry Swafford
Raymond Walker
Tucker Johnston
Glenda Stephens
Pat Gravett

J. Walter Spiva
Lynn Shaver
Roger Dotson
Rabert J. Bennett

Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdate, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Rockdale, TX
Green Bay, Wi
Denmark, Wi
Denmark, WI
Denmark, Wi
Denmark, Wi
Denmark, Wi
Denmark, WI
Denmark, Wi
Schuyler, NE
Hooper, NE
Nickerson, NE
Herman, NE
Nickerson, NE
Hooper, NE
Atkinson, NE
Aurora, NE
Spring Valley, MN
Spring Valley, MN
Spring Valley, MN
Eagle Bend, MN
Spencerville, OH
Durand, Wi
Arkansaw, Wi
Greenwood, W!
Evansville, IN
Trafalgar, IN
Carlisle, IN
Alexandria, VA
York, PA
Lewis, IN

NE

Amery, Wi
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN
Evensvitle, TN
Evensville, TN

Francis M. Maddux
Jerry Jordan
Raymond Danniels
Earnest Danniels

Evensville, TN
Evensville. TN
Evensville, TN
Evensville, TN

Roger Gust Verona, Wi
Todd Shoemaker London, OH
Vincent C. Verbeke  Reynoldsville, PA
Gordon Wilsen Windsor, VT
Barbara A. Streicher Ames, IA
Kurt Voss Beaufort, MO
David Hill Smithville, ; MO
Joi Morris Kidder, MO
Phillip Wilt Shelbina, MO
Dwight Fischer Vandalia, MO
Don Kleoppel Odessa, MO
Ben Gibson Carroliton, MO
Gina Kieeman Miller, MO
Leslie Fullerton Bolivar, MO
John Osborn Willow Springs, MO
Jim Tweedy Puxico, MO
Edward Weidenbenner  Campbell, MO
Joan Noakes Lowry City, MO
James A. Scott Pierceton, IN
William T. Manwell Jones, OK
Edward E. Heyler Westfield, PA
Robert Jacquier E. Canaan, CT
David Jacquier East Canaan, CT
Kevin Pollard Lakeville, CT
Mrs. B.E. Gingery Lincoln, NE
Lanny Rasmussen St. Edward, NE
Ernest Stenget Shickley, NE
Gerald Stengel Shickley, NE
Loydeen Stengel Shickley, NE
Randal Guill Lyons, NE
Willis Paulsen Lyons, NE
Mitchell Counce Satanta, KS
Richard Counce Franktown, CO
Anna Mae Wach Wauneta, NE
John Blome, Jr. Cherryvale, KS
Phillip Reilly Cherryvale, KS
Chuck Smith Cherryvale, KS
Kevin King Cherryvale, KS
Don Blome Cherryvale, K8
William D. Lieber Osage City, K8
Steven R. Greene Madison, W
Charles Gochenour Edinburg, VA

James D. McKay $r.
Katherine K. Krafka

Noxapater, MS
Des Moines, 1A

John Weigel Montfort, Wi
Marion Leix Montfort, Wi
David Fritz Mantfort, WI
Henry Rosenow Oconomowoc, WI
Crystal Mutzner Spencer, Wi
Barbari McClaskey Girard, K8

Dale Harsh

Dick Newlon
Richard Sayre
Guy Shriner
Darren McCauley
Karen McCauley

Delaware, OH

New Lexington, OH
New Lexington, OH
Junetion City, OH
New Lexington, OH
New Lexington, OH

Libbie Brown Junction City, OH
Anthony ). Juestrich Hammonton, NJ
Ruth Stigall San Jacinto, CA

Miller, MO
Paragould. AR
Paragould, AR
Paragould, AR
Paragould, AR
Paragould, AR
Paragould, AR
Paragould, AR

Jonesboro, AR
Paragould, AR

Alan Garmer

Chartes R. Harvill
Lawrence G, Newberry
Douglas L. Threlkeld
Jack Holifigld

Mark Holifield
Linwood W, Wells
Donna L Wells
Steve A. Harmon
Stan E. Foster

Sonny R. Schug Lake City, AR
J.W. Thompson Paragould, AR
George Palmer Paragould, AR

Howard Eldridge
E.V. Ellison

James A, Thomas
Clarence H. Overbay l11
Richard M. Nutt
Virginia A. Nutt

Ray Distretti

Dave L. Pratt

Vance Cupp Jr.
Charles E. Fullen
Murray G. Lyerly
Thomas J, Kirk

Cari L. Threlkeld
Dennis M. Carroll
Douglas E. Coleman
Kelso Wessel
Charles Waiter, Jr.
Paul Schirm
Walter Oates
Robert A, Sailors
James H. Braziel Jr.
H. Fred Dietrich
Gavyle Dietrich
Aon Marrs
Leonard Sheriff
Don Cook

Irvin Galstad

Joe Hockers

Mary Jean Keough
Helen O'Connell
Marion Beate

Lori Cox

Terrili Cox

Maxine Cox

Vern Emerson
Gerald Gibson Jr.
John P, Herres
Gary Houser

Neil Keatts

Ernest Kimble
Randy Morgan
Dennis Oldenburg
Bert Slaybaugh
Barbara Tetrick
Glen Tetrick
James A. Waidher
Chris Wilson
Bobbie Brown
Phebe Mast

Alice Ann Ruark
Don E. Stallcop
Kurt Tetrick
Gerald Budke
Morris Hark

Eldon Krogstad
James Lossing
Art Pearson
Raymond Wang
Arvid Eggen

Joe DeStaffany
Richard C, Weber
Alan Rosseter
Katherine Gannett
George H. Wheeler
William N. Putman
Dennis Rowden
Roy Kirchner
Roger Henschel
Albert Larsen
Richard LasKa
Steven Thal
William L. Shafer
Otto Klinger

Lew Fossum
Ralph Hendrickson
Jerry Berg

Cardwell, MO
Paragould, AR
Paragould, AR
Paragould, AR
Bono, AR
Bono, AR
Paragould, AR
Light, AR
Light, AR
Paragould, AR
Paragoutd, AR
Paragoutd, AR
Paragould, AR
Paragould, AR
Paragould, AR
London, OH
Wapakoneta, OH

Canat Winchester, OH

Kenton. OH
Cartersville, GA
Lyons, GA
Orlando, FL
Orlando, FL
Lockwood, MO
Eastanollee, GA
Blair, Wi

Blair, Wi
DePere, W1
Maonticello, WI
Whitelaw, WI'
Pomeroy, WA
Pomeroy, WA
Pomeroy, WA
Pomeroy, WA
Pomeroy, WA
Pomeroy, WA
Pameroy, WA
Pomeroy, WA
Pomeroy, WA
Pomeroy, WA
Philomath, OR
Pomeroy, WA
Pomeroy, WA
Pomeroy, WA
Pomeray, WA
Pullman, WA
Pomeroy, WA
Pomeroy, WA
Pomeroy, WA
Pomeroy, WA
Pomeroy, WA
Pomeroy, WA
Raymond, MT
Plentywood, MT
Plentywood, MT
Redstone, MT
Plentywood, MT
Plentywood, MT
Plentywood, MT
Conrad, MT
Larose, LA

East Canaan, CT
West Cornwall, CT
Canaan, CT
Haverhill, NH
Plano, TX
Clintonville, Wi
Clintonville, Wl
Edgar, Wi
Winona, MN
Minneapolis, MN
Clear Lake, WI
Medford, Wi
Virogua, Wi
Viroqua, Wi
Qconomowoc, WI



FFA ALUMNI SALUTES THE 1983 EXECUTIVE SPONSORS

The following have contributed $100 or more in 1983 as an investment towards the vocational agriculture-FFA program. The Executive Sponsors’
fund directly support the prestigious Star Greenhand, Star Farmer, and Star Agribusinessman Award programs and the FFA Alumni Association.
Persons listed below have become Executive Sponsors since our Spring Newsletter. The number of years of contributions are listed in parentheses.
We encourage each FFA Alumni to either become an Executive Sponsor or support by finding someone to become an Executive Sponsor.

Jerry E. Jehle (1)
Ben J. Rainbolt ({5)
Robert W. Engle {10}
J. Lamar Branch (8}
H.L Easterbrooks (4}
Boyd C. Bartlett {10)

Birmingham, AL
Burlington, CO
Naples, FL
Tifton, GA
Gainesville, GA
Rock Island, IL

E.A. Wall (8)

Lu Achilles Wall (8)
JW, Warren, Jr. (3}
Ted Priebe (3}

Ozzie Gilbertson {3)

Calvin C. Peterson {3) Moline, IL Hitmer L. Jones {4}
Robert M. Book {4} Carmel, IN Paul McCormick {6}
Indiana Nat. Farmers Org.  Greensburg, IN C. Jan Westmoreland (3)
Don E. Marsh (1} Yorktown, IN Raymond Cockrum {2}

Robert W. Boeke (9)
Robert Dahlberg (3)
Robert H. Lounsberry (8)
John G. Salsbury (3)
William P. Harsh (10)

Bettendorf, 1A
Des Moines, 1A
Des Moines, IA

Clear Lake, |A

Overland Park, KS

Max E. Kissell {2}
Phyllis Sokolosky (6}

John S. Runnells (4}

INTERNATIONAL FARMERS

The FFA Alumni hosted a group of five Holland Young Farmers in early
July. The Denmark FFA Alumni and the Black Hawk FFA Alumni affiliates
in Wisconsin are making all the arrangements for two great educational
weeks for our Holland visitors. Any males interested in visiting Holland
on an exchange trip in 1984 and is between the ages of 25-35 should
contact the National FFA Alumni office. A group of French farmers will be
touring the United States in August. They will spend nights and visit FFA
Alumni in Stuttgart, Arkansas and Evansville, Wisconsin.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION LEGISLATION
EXPECTED THIS YEAR

The FFA Atumni, in its role of monitoring vocational agriculture
legislation, will be keeping you informed in each newsletter on the
progress Congress is making on the reauthorization of vocational
education legislation as it pertains to vocational agriculture. The House
of Representatives is expected to move with sub-committee activities
this summer and fall. The present vocational education legisiation
became law in 1963 with the last amendments in 19786. This legislation
will be very important to the future of vocational agriculture-FFA. Now is
the time for local Alumni members and local Alumni affiliates to write
their Congressman stating the values of vocational agriculture in their
community.

Silver Springs, MD

Roderick Turnbull {9)

Katherine Holman (3}

M/M Harold Lineberry (4)

McPherson, KS
McPherson, KS

Ted E. Amick (3)
M/M Robert W. Cox (6)
Lennie H. Gamage (3)

Alexandria, VA
Alexandria, VA
Fredericksburg, VA

St. Paul, MN A.B. Cordes (6) Madison, W
Kansas City, MO Jean Dabl {1) Loyal, Wi
Lincoln, NE M/M Floyd J. Doering (6} Madison, Wi
Colts Neck, NJ Lincoln Knutson (6} Westby, Wi
Bliss, NY M/M Charles Larson {6} Ambherst, Wi
Hastings, NY V.0. Martinson (6} Madison, Wi
Guthrie, OK Donald N. McDowell {15) Madison, Wi
Collinsville, QK Menominee FFA Alumni (1) Menominee, WI
Bartlesvilte, OK Thomas Parslow {1} Mauston, Wi
Owasso, OK M. Gene Pressnall (3} Madison, Wi
Nashville, TN Victor V. Voigt (6} Reedsville, Wi
Bay City, TX M/M Robert Wolfe {1} Brodhead, WI

VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE IS MODEL
PROGRAM FOR ECONOMIC RECOVERY

The vocational agriculture FFA program has been listed by the
Southern Growth Policies Board as a model program for economic
recovery in the South. Governor Bob Grahm of Florida and Governor
George Nigh of Oklahoma serve as chairman and chairman-elect of this
Board. Excerpts from this report state that, “Vocational agricufture has a
track record in increasing productivity which few other high school
programs can match.” “This combination of skills and knowledge is
appropriate not just to operate a farm, but to operate any small
business.” “The traditional vocational agriculture program has been
Jjudged by many policymakers to be the epitome of irrefevant training, no
longer justified by occupational demand. The Vocational Education Act
of 1963 demanded that programs respond to labor market demand and,
in particular, to new and emerging industries. In this drive to modernize
vocational education and to focus on skills, however, educators may
have thrown out the proverbial baby with the bath water and lost
important characteristics of a vocational program which undoubtedly
has contributed significantly to gains in agriculture productivity,
leadership development, entrepreneurial training. and an emphasis on
problem solving.” This report was printed in the May 1983 Southern
Growth Policies publication called Foresight. Dr. Stuart Rosenfeld,
Director of Research for the Southern Growth Policies Board, wrote the
articles. Copies of the report are available from your National FFA Alumni
office.
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