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Important meetings

IUPUI Chancellor attends Confucius Institute Global
Conference, Xiamen

The 9™ Confucius Institute Global Conference was held in the
Xiamen International Convention Center on December 7t -8
2014.
Confucius
Institute
directors
and the
leaders of
host
universities
attended the
conference, including Dr. Zaocheng Xu, Cl-Indy Director, Dr.
Charles Bantz, IUPUI Chancellor, Dr. Zeb Davenport, IUPUI
VC Division of Student Affairs, and Dr. Menji Wu, Cl-Indy
Associate Director.

IUPUI and SYSU Cooperation and Development
Committee meeting

The IUPUI and SYSU Cooperative Development Committee
was established in 2013 to coordinate the future growth of the
strategic partnership. The second committee meeting was held

at SYSU on December 10", 2014, with GuangmeiYan, Vice-
President of SYSU, and Dr. Gil Latz, Associate Vice-
Chancellor of IUPUI, as co-chairpersons. Representatives
from the two universities reviewed past achievements,
discussed how to resolve impediments to growth, and
proposed desirable new plans for the future.

Exploring China’s Early Links to Africa

October 29-31, 2014, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Cl-Indy’s highly successful international conference brought

together Chinese, African, American and European historians,

archaeologists, and other researchers to highlight the latest

scholarship and to discuss future research priorities relating to

China’s ancient presence on the African continent. Our central

question was: Were Chinese navigators and traders active in

East Africa, the Horn of Africa, and the Middle East long
| =

Exploring China's Ancient Links to Africa

before the epic'voyages of?heng He in the fifteenth century?
Recent archaeological discoveries in the Kuumbi Cave,
Zanzibar, Harla in Ethiopia, and in Somaliland, strongly
suggests this possibility. This conference explored these recent
findings dating from the Yuan, Tang and Song Dynasties, and
also other evidence for long-standing connections between
Africa and the Far East.
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Cl instructors attend ACTFL

The 2014 American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages (ACTFL) annual convention & world language
expo was held at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center in
San Antonio from Nov. 20" -23¢ | 2014. The theme of the
convention was “Reaching Global Competence”. The
convention attracted over six thousand foreign language
teachers and scholars from across the globe. Chinese
instructors from Cl-Indy attended the convention.

Main Activities

IUPUI jazz band visits Sun Yat-sen University on 90"
anniversary

Invited by Ningsheng Xu, President of Sun Yat-sen
University, the IUPUI band consisting of 7 teachers from the
Department of Music Technology in the IUPUI school of
Engineering went to Sun Yat-sen University for a celebratory
performance. The band included the Big Robot team led by
Percussion Music Professor Scott Deal and the Jazz team led
by local pianist Steve Allee. The performance was an integral
part of the Sun Yat-sen University 90th anniversary

celebrations.

Beijing Dengshikou Elementary School Choir visits the
International School of Indiana

A delegation of thirty seven people from the Beijing
Dengshikou Elementary School visited the International
School in Indianapolis on October 22", The twenty two
students of the choir, who sang six songs, were fourth and fifth
graders.

HOME OF THe
[ /NTERNATIONAL &
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High School students from Fort Wayne visit CI-Indy

A lecture on Chinese etiquette, and a performance of the eight
basic forms of Chi-gong greeted the sixteen students from the
Canterbury School High School in Fort Wayne IN who visited
Cl-Indy on October 21, 2014. Led by Mr. Nay Lin, their
Mandarin teacher, the students also went to Children’s
museum to see the ‘Take me there, China’ exhibit, and to a
Chinese restaurant as part of their field study.

Tai Chi Class

Dr. Jing Wang, Chinese program director of the Department of
World Languages and Cultures in IUPUI gave a Tai Chi class
to forty+ students from Zionsville High School in the IUPUI

Library auditorium.



Cl-Indy teachers administer YCT test in Chicago

This is the third consecutive year that Cl-Indy teachers have
traveled to LaSalle I1 Magnate School in Chicago to
administer the new YCT test. Fifty one students sat for the
written tests this year, hitting a historical high.

Web based HSK tests administered in Cl-Indy
Cl-Indy hosted its second web based Chinese proficiency test

for 2014 on December 6™. Indiana students from across the
state sat for four levels of written tests and one level of

speaking test.

CI showecased at Indy International Festival

The annual Indianapolis International Festival took place on
November 21-23, 2014. It is one of central Indiana's largest
and oldest pan-ethnic celebrations. Hosted by the Nationalities
Council of Indiana, the event showcases Indiana’s ethnic
diversity, celebrates the state’s unique ethnic traditions, and
encourages cultural exchange.

The overall theme of the festival was “Native Dress and
International Fashion.” The Confucius Institute displayed and
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handed out information about ethnic minority costumes, Ming

Dynasty attire, and various hair styles throughout China’s

2015 Spring Chinese Culture Hour
Jan.28. Chinese Musical Delights, Prof. of Chinese Musical,
Weiping Meng
Feb. 4. U.S.-China Relations: Perspectives of a former U.S.
Diplomat. Consul Russell C. Menyhart.
Feb.11.Exploring China’s Ancient Links to Africa. Dr. lan
Mclntosh
Feb.18. China’s New Year Celebrations .Dr. Menji Wu
Feb.25. Traditional Chinese Medicine .Dr. Jing Wang
Mar.4. Shanghai’s Diverse Neighborhoods .Dr. Jiangang Zhu
Mar.11.What happened in Tiananmen Square on June 4,
1989? Dr. Zao C. Xu
Mar.25. China's Economic Reform: Past and Future
Directions .Dr. An Hui
Apr.2.The Mystery of the Great Wall of China. Haixia Zhao
Apr.8. Metaphors Chinese Live By Dr. Kerong Wu
Activities Announcement (2015 Spring)
Mar. 28" HSK test .registration deadline: Mar.18
Apr. 11" Chinese Language and Culture Fair (North
Central High School)

May 15"-Jun. 13™ Chinese Language and Culture Summer

Camp in Sun Yat-sen University, China
June 22"_July 25™ Chinese Language and Culture

Summer Camp for kids in Cl-Indy

July 16"—July 31%t 2015 Chinese Bridge-summer Camp

for U.S. High School Students
For more information at http://www.iupui.edu/~china/



