Justification for Course Change to MHHS M201: Introduction to Health Studies and Medical
Humanities (3 credit hours)

Course change:  Designation of MHHS M201 to satisfy the one of the undergraduate Social
Science and Arts & Humanities Distribution Requirements

MHHS M201, Intro to Health Sciences and Medical Humanities is designed to expose students
to the contributions of the liberal arts disciplines to understanding of health, illness and medicine.
It is instructive not only for the knowledge base in health care and illness, but for the differing
approaches of the humanities and social science disciplines in the School of Liberal Arts
disciplines. The course was suggested by the Dean’s Office as one way to reach students
interested in medicine/health care practice and policies early in their academic careers in order to
demonstrate the value of the liberal arts in understanding the broader issues that affect all
consumers, providers, and managers of health services.

Students receive an introductory exposure to both social science and humanities disciplines, and
learn about each through comparison among them. As such, this course should satisfy the
distributional requirement in either Arts & Humanities or Social Science.

The course is organized around three to four health themes. For the initial Fall 2011 offering
these are:

Definition of IlIness and Health

Birth and Death

Body and Self

Health Care Access

Within the context of these themes, discipline-specific lectures from humanities and social
science disciplines help to illustrate not only the issue or theme, but the contribution and
perspective(s) of the different liberal arts disciplines. The following departments have faculty
who have expressed interest and/or commitment to giving individual lectures to represent their
respective disciplines:

Social Science Humanities
Anthropology Communication Studies
Economics English/Linguistics
Geography History

Sociology Philosophy

Religious Studies

Attached is a draft syllabus schedule for Fall 2011 MHHS M201 session. Classes will meet
twice weekly, with directed essays being the primary form of student learning assessment.
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