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= Imagine That
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It's All In Your Head'
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for Vocal Group
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tt Produced by Michael D. Clute, Tim and Diamond Rio
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Produced by Michael D. Clute for Michael D. Clute Productions and Dlamond Rio

m MANAGEMENT: International Artist, Nashville, TN
NASHYILLE © 1997 Arista Records, Inc., a unit of BMG Entertainment




FFA Mission Statement

FFA makes a positive difference

in the lives of students by developing
their potential for premier leadership,
personal growth and career success
through agricultural education.

Agricultural Education Mission
The mission of agricultural education
is to prepare and support individuals
for careers, build awareness and
develop leadership for the food, fiber
and natural resources systems.
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13 Something to Brag About

The Fort Bragg FFA members detinitely have something to brag
about, but vou won’t actually hear them bragging—they don’t have
time. They're too busy in the lab, where they're doing research with
the Calitormia Department ot Fish and Game.

17 Lawn Mower Man

Like a lot ot kids, he mowed a tew lawns here and there to make a
little spending money during the summer. For Darl Korthals,
however, this grew into a thriving business that now includes
mowing, computer-aided landscaping, snow removal and a retail
business.

coverstory

10 Planet Hollywood

Hollywood’s a place ot ficion and tantasy—well, 1t was until FFA
showed up at the Channel One studios on a sunny day last March.
FFA was there to shoot a video on something very real, but some-
thing very exciting—biotechnology and agriscience. With the
spothights in place and the cameras rolling, a studio audience of FFA
members joined industry experts to discuss the promising future of
these technologies and the impact they will have on FFA
members entering the work torce.
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officer

How has FFA helped
define who you are?
Being raised on a family
farm and being from a
rural agricultural com-

has given me

the contidence and the
encouragement to know
that agriculture 1s a
positive career, that it’s a
growing industry, that it
takes intelligent people
to work 1n the industry.
To remain tied to agricul-
ture 1s something very
dear to me. FFA 1s a way

future

teacher, to keep that tie
to agriculture.

What are your
career plans?

arship at
Ina State

University. For four years
they pay for everything
with the promise that
when I get out of school,
[ will teach in the public
schools 1in North
Carolina for ftour years.
[’m studying agricultural
education, so my plans

National eastern region
vice president: Ray Starling
Hometown: Autryville,
North Carolina

Chapter: Midway
Advisors: Barry Croom, Glenn

SAE: Nursery crop production and
placement in tobacco and swine farm
Education: Junior at North Carolina
State University
Major: Agricultural education
Favorite movies: Toy Story, 8 Seconds
Favorite book: Life on the Edge
by Dr. James Dobson
Favorite band: Alabama

Ray Starling

are to teach agriculture.
One day I'd like to become
a high school principal—
that’s probably an odd
career goal for a 20-year-
old to have (laughs), but I
think I'd enjoy it.

Word has it you're a pretty
ocood piano player. How
long have you been playing?
[ started in the seventh
egrade and took lessons for
tour years betore tinally
stopping lessons because |
got so busy. I love 1t—it’s
my passion. It’s also a
great way to unwind. For
some people it’s cards, for
some people it’s shooting
guns, for some people it’s
golf. For me, if I can get at
that piano and just turn
loose for 15 or 20 minutes,
there’s nothing I can’t do
when [ walk out of there.:*

timeline

Year 1989

saw brothers receive
awards at FFA banquet

1990

attended first
national convention

asked agriculture
teacher how to become
national officer

1991

elected chapter reporter

placed second in state
creed contest after
forgetting 10 words

1992

won state extemporane-
ous public speaking
contest

elected chapter
president

290000

1993

played piano in talent
program at national con-
vention

1994

elected state
vice president

won second place
in state prepared
public speaking

1995

ran for national
FFA office and lost

1996

elected national
FFA officer
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As we reported in the last issue of FFA New
Horizons, ground has been broken at the site
of the new National FFA Center in Indianapo-
lis. Among those on hand for the April 21
ceremony were the national FFA otficer team,
the Indiana lieutenant governor, Indianapolis
mayor, national FFA staff, news media and FFA
members from around the Midwest.

The National FFA Foundation has initiated
a new fundraising campaign for the project,
themed “I Believe in the Future,” to
help finance the land and building.
So far, they’ve brought in local lead-
ership gifts of over $2 million from
The Lilly Endowment, Dow Elanco,
Eli Lilly and Company Foundation
on behalf of Elanco Animal Health,
and John Deere.

Your chapter can now stake its
claim 1n the future of FFA by having
its name engraved on a brick on a
walkway leading to the Center.
Check with your advisor for details.

Construction of the center 1s
expected to be completed in the
spring of 1998.

Digginggo blug.g

Below, ground is broken at the site of the
new National FFA Center. From left to right:
Charlie Jones, southern region vice presi-
dent; Larry Case, national FFA advisor; Brad
Montgomery, central region vice president;
Wayne Beck, National FFA Foundation Spon-
sors’ Board Chair and vice-president, supply
management, Pioneer Hi-Bred International,
Inc.; Stephen Goldsmith, mayor of Indianapo-
lis; Corey Rosenbusch, national FFA presi-
dent; and Joseph Kernan, lieutenant governor
and agriculture commissioner of Indiana.
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——— At left, the architect’s

1% - 7] drawing of the new Nation-
¥, % «,,¢s alFFA Center to be built in

= = “»| the northwest corner of

| =Z.| Indianapolis. Being built on
' a 5-acre plot of land
bought at a reduced price
from The Dow Chemical
Company, the building will
house the national FFA staff
and will be highlighted by a
new FFA Hall of Achieve-
ment, set in a rotunda just
off the main entrance. The
landscaping surrounding the
building will include a pond
= and natural area created
ﬂ through an FFA landscape

design competition.
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erich’ssay

The cloning of a lamb in
Scotland sent shock

waves through the world.
While experts are not yet
sure what it means for the
future of agriculture, we
thought it provided a timely
backdrop for this technology-
packed issue. First, we travel
to Minnesota for “Lawn
Mower Man,” a profile of an
entrepreneur who’s using
computer technology to
improve his landscaping busi-
ness. Then we go to Califor-
nia where FFA members
really do have ‘“‘Something to
Brag About.” Their FFA chap-
ter has linked up with the
staff at the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Game to
test new research technolo-
gy. Then it’s off to Hollywood,
where the FFA teamed up
with Channel One to explore
biotechnology and agn-
science. See what the
experts have to say about
future of agriculture, tech-
nology and careers.

erichga“keL editor

e-mail: erich@inforel.com
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Call Home America
Keeps FFA Members

In Touch With Home!

When you're away, a 1-800 number for your home from Call Home America
service is the most convenient way to stay in touch with your family.

A 1-800 number makes it easy to pick up the phone and call home toll-free from anywhere —
including pay phones, hotel rooms and college dorms. There's no need for quarters,
complicated codes, operators or expensive collect calls. So whether you're heading off to
college or the next FFA event, you'll be able to call home anytime while saving your cash ana

il

saving Mom and Dad a bundle!

CALL HOME AMERICA

2573 51800 4t

Save with an 800 number for your home

To sign up for Call Home America 1-800 service
or for more information, call us toll-free at

1-800-594-3000.

e e proud
21997 Frontier Communications Services Inc. to support FFA

FREE offer for FFA families.

Be sure to mention special offer code @ to receive 2 months FREE service charges.



-© 1996 DuPont Company

",‘.{‘-

;,#il
'+

:‘}. -~
i ‘G
.'.r' X
U -a,_
.‘.}:".féﬂ'll":;;:h"ﬂ?*;.--*‘l‘"-l. - <Dl

JowlJleq4 uedllJoawy ‘uwuul]l uvuoQ i

i ’ T & N TH



Both, you see, are about managing

risk, being flexible in a rapidly changing

business environment, and investing assets

wisely. A corner office? Mine reaches all

the way to the river. And it suits me fine.”

THE VOICE OF THE AMERICAN

FARMER MUST BE HEARD

CALL US TOLL-FREE AT

- |
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. When Sawyer Brown was saluted as Top Vocal Group by the
Academy of Country Music it marked a journey that began twelve years ago.
' ThisOnliEages to prove that dedication to your dream | _' :

- «SdnERA work are what stars are made of.
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s ‘mll receive $500
'_ 'j.' h‘BOO-COLLECT

e\ .‘ashmgton Leader-
~ ship Conference or an
L‘i * FFA International Expe-
i?ience. You can nominate
: ?-‘-yourself or any FFA mem-
{« ber. Write us a note and
tell us why you think
you or your nomi-
~ nee is an “FFA
- ”Star. See
~ page 24
for more
details.:

sﬂected as “FFA

When Jason,

FFA

Members
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Jason racked up 112 wins
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college, wh

As a member ot the
Binichachos FFA Chapter
in Guam, Victor, 17,15 a
hard working student
who 1s devoted to the
many activities i which
ht.“"s il]\'{‘lli'L‘Ll. He I‘L‘L'L‘H[l}'
made “All-Island™ in
tootball and wrestling.
As busy as he 1s with his
sports schedule, Victor
still has time to be active
in FFA. He’s currently
building his poultry
operation. He 1s seen 1n
this photo working with
his FFA Advisor Michael
Bailev (lett) in the
areenhouse.:*

Codi Vallery

Her outgoing personality
and enthusiastic attitude
make Codi, 16,
member ot the Newell
FFA Chapter. In addition
to chairing the
ture Spothight™
tee, which intorms the
community on chapter
activities, Codi has
excelled 1in job interview
and parliamentary proce-
dure CDEs. Codi recently
won the local level ot the
Veterans ot Foreign Wars’

Agricul-
CcOMmMmImMmiIt-

“Voice ot Democracy”
speech contest with her

Speech. Democ [dCY,

Above and Bevond. =

a valuable

[T1]O]

Amy Swezey

[his Harttord FFA Chap-
ter member 1s rovalty n
Washington County,
where she served as the
countv’s Dairy Princess. In
Amy, 17, educat-
ed grade school students

this role.

and the communityv on the

benetits ot a healthy diet

that includes—ot course—

\ ms

made the most ot her

milk. As a senior.

opportunities by

SETrvVINg

as student covernment

president, national honor

soclety member, captain o

the basketball team and
member ot the tield hock-

v and softball teams.:*

his senior vear. he

not on the wrestling mat.

mvolved in FFA and works on the

stars

WISCONSIN

Jason Foerster

| 8, started wresthing during his treshman

1| was to be a state champy

had 1chieved

Illa :_"H,]]ﬁ CITONTIHITIE |i!-. L
season with Wisconsin's
Division I championship at
| 89 ]”‘Hl_llnh. In his tour
vears as a wrestler at Fort

\IL-JHHHH ]LLi] “‘nh]“lllili,

\

.leLi

.'1lc Jf  { o I.'gm 111

When he's

pins. [ his vean
ui 22 I.ILL'JHMIH.
|‘!*-H!1 S

Family
uld hike to hit the books n
i § l‘IL‘ "IH["L'% [(O) U.TL"‘*-”L' JHLf

n aericultural educanon.:

He's an honor roll stu
t.h_HL }"’T’L'H!klt'ﬂt O1f

\._H'j._iL'HT o
nation and was junio

chapter 11

Lll“‘\"ﬁ {‘*I'L'ML]L'E‘.E 1ST Vo
[hl“H IS QLT i TOSUTT
|
What makes 11
impressive 1s that Johi
] \ i e | ' | T ; i 'rIT". 1 T i'
- i I 1% i L |"-._."'h~‘ :l 1'.-'
I
l .y I: _\_ ."'1. 1*.' L
8 DEAl NIS
~ 2
’: b .
0
SMNLCAU O] 21T "'1__..“ S O)
. ] |
1ced. John made the most
O 1T. getting Dack O
!
i T‘l E 1."' 1‘_
i

making a difference

O L66T snidnyAINT




© FFANEWhorizons

Y

g B

hat happens when FFA hooks

up with Hollywood? We’ll tell

yvou this much. Brad Pitt, San-
dra Bullock and the gang didn’t stop by
for cameo roles, although Sheryl Crow’s hit,
“Every Day is a Winding Road,” is the theme song.

What are we talking about? “Agriculture: The 21st

Century and You,” a candid look at the tuture of
agricultural career opportunities, a television special
many of you saw 1n school back in March on

Channel One.

[t’s only fitting that the taping of this informa-
tion-packed show would take place in sunny

Hollywood. The Channel One studio, with its

abundance of technology—cameras, editing equip-
ment, lighting, microphones, mixing consoles—proved
the perfect backdrop tor a program ftocusing on how
technology is brightening the futures ot those plan-
ning to pursue careers in the world ot agriculture.
With a studio audience ot FFA members and
advisors on hand, a panel of agriscience and
biotechnology experts answered questions and
oftered their own views on agriscience, biotech-
nology and the careers that are developing along
with these technologies. Here are some of the
highlights ot the program. What the experts

say might surprise you.
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FFA action

California

The word Is out

Over the last holiday season, the Fullerton FFA Chapter made its pres-

ence known among alumni, local dignitaries, donors and the local agri-

culture industry with its annual holiday greeting. Consisting of a greeting

card plus a copy of the chapter newsletter, the Fullerton FFA Times, this
gesture not only spreads holiday cheer, but also an awareness of the
importance of community FFA involvement. Second year students in the
advanced animal and plant science class head the project. The chapter

officers arranged for the newsletter cover photo (shown here) with

Minnie Mouse during a visit to Disneyland.:::

| _;_:l.- Il
y ]-I. - IE"- s .lll i

Fullerton FFA Chapter officers huddle around Minnie Mouse. The photo was featured in
the chapter’s holiday newsletter.

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Speedy creed

All 24 tirst-year FFA members enrolled in the agribusiness
and animal science class at Harttord Tech High School 1n
Bel Air successtully recited the FFA Creed in a one-week
period. This enabled them all to earn their Greenhand FFA
Degrees during the otficial Greenhand FFA Degree ceremo-
ny held during FFA
Week. “This 1s a very
special group of young
people who share a
deep love for animals
and have bonded
together to expand
their skills in the vet-
erinary health tield,”
says chapter advisor
Naomi Knight. =

These first-year members of the Hartford Tech High FFA Chapter earned their Green-
hand FFA Degrees after they all recited the FFA Creed in a one-week period.

GCooked to
periection

Using their welding tal-
ents, members of the
Orange FFA Chapter are
busy building charcoal
erills and gas pig cookers.
They churn out between
30 and 40 grills and
between seven and 10 of
the gas pig cookers every
year. Each grill can bring
in as much as $50 while
the cookers can yield up
to $1,000 for the chapter
and its members. This has
enabled them to re-invest
something back into the
community. The chapter’s
latest community service
project 1s the building of a
trailer with six large gas
erills for the local Baptist
Men’s Reliet Project.=
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Kansas

Arizona

Cool clean-
up crew

Members of the West-

wood FFA Chapter in
Mesa tinished a local

clean-up project atter
racking up over 180 hours
ot hard work and sweat,
Using skills they learned
in the classroom and in
their school’s land labora-
tory, the Westwood mem-
bers trimmed and
removed trees, demolished
an old building and
removed old furniture,
erass and brush. Heid:
Jackson, chapter sentinel,
and her ftather organized
the clean-up and provided
tools for the job. The City
ot Mesa’s “Block Watch™
program provided debris
removal containers.=
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The Atwood FFA Chapter members rounded up 35 horses and rid-
ers to raise $600 for St. Judes Children's Hospital. Riders collected
pledges for the ride and were awarded T-shirts, sweatshirts and

gym bags for their efforts. They rode 10 miles through scenic

rangeland and canyons, challenging each other to short races. The

Lutheran Brotherhood provided lunch to the hungry riders. *

Members of the Atwood FFA Chapter and friends during their 10-mile horse ride,

which raised $600 for a children’s hospital.
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ort Bragg is a northern California coastal

town whose economy relies heavily on its
:; b sport and commercial fishing industries. Sea
| urchins, abalone, rock fish and cabezon—"
L these are some of the animals that make the fishing
- industry thrive here Tourlsts also come to this
- dramatic ' ine to watch sea lions and
whales. The California Department of Fish and
Game’s local outpost, the Noyo Marine
[aboratory, is the primary caretaker of the ocean
here. Researchers monitor every aspect of the
ocean to help keep the sea life plentiful. Only one
problem—they don’t have the lab or the people
power it.takes to maintain a marine aquatic
research facility, something essential to the research
that needs to be done to look after the area.
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YOU’'LL BE THE ONE OTHERS LOOK TO. YOU WILL BE A LEADER.
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If you think the research these FFA members are doing is cool, wait until you see their website! You can find out more about
their research projects here, or find out what else is going on in the chapter. Who knows, it might even give you some ideas
for your own chapter. They've even got a page of their favorite Internet links.

FFASIBDS Rosie Elmore, Shannon much needed data trom the chapter benetits from

Around 10 ycars ago ( |L*.~U'T\' and Shane \L‘\L'}. 11 students’ research. tNne expertisce ol the Fish
Fort Bragg FFA Chapter the middle ot real research [he arrangement also and Game statt, hke
Advisor Fred Rubin projects being conducted provides Fish and Game Konstantin Karpov, a
started a small tresh by the department. Rosie, the tacilities needed to researcher who has been
water aquaculture pro- Shannon and Shane gain conduct the research. On working with Shannos
gram 1n the school’s skills and experience: the the other side ot the con, and Rosie on a project
egreenhouse. Eventually, Fish and Game statt gain nvolving cabezon. .

local tish.

I'\ “'r”{ IV SANVS Tfh:'L
relationship with the Fort
Brage FFA is a |

(NAat AcCOIMplisn

the program grew out ot

the greenhouse and into
a new tacility.

-I‘ULIJ'}Q the r"rirj.:_‘,I'JIWIfH
popularity among stu-
dents has prompted

things: “One 1s to help
construction ot Vel . |
another tacility that pro- Al s 1wl A that ha

vides some much needed nplic \.” The other. |
space. With the growth SAVS ns us because
came a new tocus: salt s no other local
water mariculture. m svstem here to do

A I\L‘\ (O thL‘ Ssuccess of Kind ot research that
this program is the ve've been trving to do
relationship the chapter
148 dL‘\'C oped ‘s\'lth tht: lnod E:
ocal Fish and Game lab. Qosie and Sha E
[t’s a mutual relationship beel stigating 7

that PIJL‘L“% students like he Fort Bragg FFA Chapter’ . Providing digesti LAIES 1] CaDCZ

= Lb6]




Their research will be one
of many factors involved
in a larger research effort
being conducted by Fish
and Game which will,
among other things, help
researchers learn more
about the cabezon and the
other marine life forms it
eats, particularly abalone.

Rosie’s and Shannon’s
task n this project is to
find the digestive rates of a
sample group ot cabezon
in the lab. The data they
come up will be usetul to
Karpov, but that’s not all
he’s looking tor. He’s also
interested n the success of
the techniques they use,
which he designed speci-
fically tor this research.

Here’s how 1t works:
Shannon and Rosie teed
a cabezon a scheduled
diet of chopped squid. At
a set time following the
teeding, they anesthetize
the fish by placing it in a
pool of a chemical called
MS-22.

The anesthetized fish
1s placed on a table,
where 1ts mouth and
thorax are held open by
depressors made ot PVC
pipe. Rosie anc
Shannon remove its
stomach contents, first

Scary,vel

“It was scary at first,”
says Shannon, “because
the fish are really big, and
they had big teeth and
everything. The first time

long after anesthetization
cabezon can survive. This
IS important because, In
the future, when he’s
doing research on cabezon
from the ocean, he needs
to be able to know
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Top: Rosie Elmore and
Shannon Cleary prepare

the fish are recovered).

Urchinuroe

Shane Sevey, a senior, now
knows more about sea
urchins than he ever
thought possible. He’s
teeding urchins different
quantities and types of
food so he can see how
this atftects their ability to
produce roe, the eggs of
the urchin which are used
In sushi.

The harvest of the sea
urchin 1s big business here
because in Japan, where
sushi 1s very popular,
there’s not enough caught
locally to fill the demand.
Rubin says the demand 1s
so great that urchins
caught in Calitornia are
actually tlown to Japan.

Shane’s research will
help Fish and Game and
the local sea urchin divers
better understand how the
urchins’ diet attects roe
quality and quantity.

Shane 1s also providing
data that will help
researchers as they study
the teasibility and
practicality of feeding
urchins in the ocean to
promote roe growth and
hatching and raising

urchins in captivity.

The research has
grown on Shane. “It’s my
best class,” he says. “I just
come here and do my

their research for competi-
tion. Above: Josh Admire
nets a fish in the lab. Left:
Josh and Marshall Efishoff
team up to cut up frozen

by removing large
hieces with tweezers,
then nserting a tube
and rinsing what’s left

i
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with water. They take
what they’'ve removed
and then calculate the
digestive rates.

“When you're
describing the [research]
methods,” Karpov says,
“you have to say it took
such and such a time to
put these fish under ... For
us, 1t’'s maybe a paragraph
in our methods, ftor a
student 1t’s a real worth-
while project that comes
up with a scientitic
result.”

was kind of gross because
we didn’t know what to
expect, and all this stuft
came out. We got used to
it after a while.”

“The students also got
into measuring fish,”
Karpov says, “learning
how to anesthetize them,
actually drawing blood on
them—some very
sophisticated lab
techniques that you'd
never see 1n a high school
setting.”

Karpov also hopes
Rosie’s and Shannon’s
work will show him how

squid which will be used
as fish food.

that the tish will survive
after being tagged and
returned to the ocean.

Why?

Because he builds his
research by studying the
same fish over time. With
a reward program otfered
by Fish and Game, the
sport and commercial
fishing boats help the
researchers by checking
their daily catches tor
tagged tish. It they tind
one, they will bring it to
the department. (Karpov
says around 8 percent of

thing. It’s fun.”

Aware of the impact
his research may have on
the local industry, Shane
explains, “I’'m hoping that
in the future we’ll have a
big area where we can
grow sea urchins, harvest
the roe and send 1t to
Japan. It would be good
tfor California.”

“They’re becoming
involved in the
stewardship of their own
resource,” Karpov says of
these FFA members, who
are also his part-time
research colleagues.:*
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THE NEW BREED OF BOOT

lkveryday another cowboy
joins the technological revolution.

Introducing the Ariat Stampede

T ow Ariat brings a new

. level of performance

technology to traditional
western boots. The Ariat Stampede, featuring Ariat’s

exclusive ATS™ technology, ofters enhanced stability,
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support, and comfort you can feel immediately.

absorbs and

A gel cushioned footbed

distributes shock, while a carb. n fiber shank

stablizes the ftoot, reducing leg and
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back fatigue. Ariat’s advanced

carbon sole provides 4x

longer wear than traditional

leather soles, and rugged,

ARIAT STAMPEDE™
IN OILED GOLDEN BULL
waterproof leather uppers ofter
additional comtort and durability.
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three tacilities located something ditterent every Darl drove on and 25 Stat,e?' | 2
around town, several dav. You can wake up and continued talking about his i fé?anucéﬁfiz? ‘ B
employees and a lot ot enjov going to work., It’s arowing business, I realized B studqems - &% 3
equipment, Darl has made areat, [ love it.” he knew just about B by OBPVS - 4
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RIMFIRE RIFLES

93G "MAGNUM'" RIFLE

e Bolt-Action 22 WNMR Repeater

e 5-Shot Detachable Clip Magazine
e 204" Button Ritled Barrel

e [ .ength: 39" - Weight: 5% Lbs.
¢ \lonte Carlo Hardwood Stock

e~
e

64G "SEMI-AUTOMATIC" RIFLE
* Auto-LLoading 22 LR with Side Ejection
* 10 Shot Detachable Clhip Magazine

e 20" Button Ritled Barrel

* [Length: 40" - Weight: 5% Lbs.

MARK II-G "REPEATER" RIFLE
* Bolt-Action 22 LR Repeater

e 10-Shot Detachable Clip Magazine

e 20%" Button Ritle Barrel

e [_ength: 40" - Weight: 5% Lbs.

Left-hand models available

in Mark I-GL and Mark
[1-GL (Not Shown). SAFETY | Thumb operated rotary with red dot.

SPECIFICATIONS

SIGHTS |  Adjustable open rear. Bead front.

STOCK | Monte Carlo style hardwood stock.

RECEIVER | Dovetailed for scope mounting.

For information on Savage firearms or Savage's full line of shooting ranges and accessories.

contact Savage Arms/Savage Range Systems Ine. 100 Springdale Road, Westfield, MA 01085

and draws around 50
clients. Snow removal
brings in much of the
remaining 20 percent of
the income.

Shiftingintohighuear
Darl’s just starting an
aggressive retail plan with
a new garden center on
the highway on the edge
of town. Here, Darl sells
trees, shrubs, perennials,
annuals, retaining walls
and Christmas trees.

With the help ot a
state-of-the-art computer
system, Darl’s broadening
the landscaping business.

He’s using a software
package designed
specific-ally for
landscaping design,
which gives him a leg up
on the competition
because he can go to a
client’s house,
photograph it, scan the
photo into his computer,
pull the image up on the
screen and then design
the landscaping right
there on the computer.

As landscaping business
picks up, Darl has his
sights set on more geo-
graphic coverage. “Right
now we cover a 15 to 20
mile radius from Pipe-
stone,” Darl says. “I want
to cover a 50 to 75 mile
radius to get a larger land-
scaping clientele. I want to
do the tri-state area
Minnesota, South Dakota
and lowa—it possible ...
It’s a goal,” he adds.

While he’s positioning
tfor the move across state
lines, Darl knows there
are risks involved in rapid
growth. “The business is
growing so fast sometimes
1t’s out of control,” he
says. “You've got to stop
yourself and say, ‘this 1s
reality, slow down and get
it back where 1t’s sup-
posed to be.” You don’t
want to overdo it.”:¥%




eorge Strait, Tom Cruise and

“Home Improvement™ hold
their positions on the “Hot™ list tor
the second straight 1ssue, while
Dennis Rodman, Pamela Anderson
[Lee and “Ellen” continue to sink.
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Ron Miles

Engineering was his calling, music was his dream—now he’s
nolishing a successful career as a jazz trumpet player

Ron Miles had been
playing trumpet since he
was 11 years old. He
hadn’t even thought ot
pursuing it as a career.
As he studied engineering
in college, he realized
that his musical interest,
which he had kept up on
the side, had turned into
real talent. Now, with
two CDs 1n release and a
busy tour schedule that
takes him all over the
United States and
Europe, Miles has found
his groove. He spoke to
FFA New Horizons from
Denver, where he’s also
an assistant professor of
music at Metropolitan
State College.

As a music performer

and teacher, where do

you go to learn new

things about music?

A lot of the times I learn
it tfrom the students actu-
ally. They have some real-
ly great 1deas about stutt,
so | learn a lot from them.
And trom the people that
[ play with. That’s where
[ learn more than any-
thing else.

When kids start playing
musical instruments in third
or fourth grade, it seems
like a lot of them see it as
more of a chore than a priv-
lege—

Right—it was tor me too!

—s0, when did you get
beyond seeing the trumpet
as a chore, and start
seeing it as a privilege?
Well, probably in high

school, when I actually
started to see some of the
rewards of the labor.
Because I was really bad! I
mean, I was the last chair
my whole time 1n junior
high school, and I had
braces. It was really
paintul! So, by the time I
got to high school, the
braces were gone and I
started improving. Also,
for the first time, I started
to hear music that was
truly great music. | heard
Chttord Brown and Miles
Davis and all these people
who were doing really
outstanding stutt. So then
[ understood what 1t was |
was trying to get to ... It’s
really important in
schools that teachers kind
of let students know what
it 1s they’re shooting tor.

Why did you pick
the trumpet?

| had never heard a trum-
pet. My mom was teach-
ing summer school and
she needed me and my sis-
ter to do something while
she was teaching. So she
made us join the summer
band. They put us in this
room where there were all
these horns that looked
kind of interesting. |
The trumpet was
shiny, and my sis-
ter picked the
clarinet. That

was It.

Did you ever con-
sider a career out-
side of music?

Yes, when | went to
college I was an electri-

L.

cal engineering major.
When I was in high school
[ would do internships
during the summer. I did
an internship at Bell
Laboratories and at C&K
Petroleum. So that was
actually the way I was
going. It was the 1dea ot
music not being a practi-
cal career, even though I
really loved 1t. I just didn’t
think I was good enough
to even think about it. It
wasn’t until I got to col-
lege that one ot my teach-
ers told me, “you can
really play—I don’t know
It you know that.” |
changed my major that
afternoon. I was so
excited.

Who are some of
your influences?
Out of the so-called
j1azz tradition, it
would be people
like Jelly Roll
Morton, Duke
Ellington, Charles
Mingus, Sonny
Rollins, Steve Lacy
and John Coltrane.
Probably more than

any living musician, it’s

Prince. Outside

of him,

the tirst music I remember
listening to was the
Archies (from the ‘60s TV

cartoon) and T
Five.

e Jackson

What are your goals?

To play better t

han I play

today 1s my primary goal,

as far as music

goes. And

to make a contribution to

the music on th

e level of

those people that we
talked about. That’s what
['m trying to do. Not just

to tread water,
actually give so

but to
mething

back to the music.:

[ty L U
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FOR THE ROPER RETAILER NEAREST YOU, CALL 1-888-ROPE ONE.
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Q: What do you get when
a sheep eats a tin can?
A: A bag of steel wool.

C arolynStewart
Collinsuville, Oklaboma

Q: How do you clean a
chicken?
A: With a feather duster.

Antelope, Oregon

Q: What’s the best way to
count COws?
A: With a cow-culator.

J.R. Rother
Wolbach, Nebraska

Q: Did you hear the joke
about the pencil?
A: It’s pointless.

Jenicag, .

Willow Lake,
South Dakota

KL
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Q: What day of the week
does a chicken hate the

most?
A: Fry-day.
EricBlakeney

Guin, Alabama

Q: What do you call a

breeze in the capital of

Maine?

A: A-gusta wind.
josh

Schulenburg, Texas

Q: What did George
Washington’s tather say
when he saw George’s
report card?

A: George, you're going
down in history.

Robert,,
Pahokee, Florida

FOR THE HUMAN RACE,AND
THE ENTIRE PLANET/
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Q: Why did the boy stick a
hose in his friend’s ear?

A: He wanted to brain-
wash him.

Emitlymc
Colville, Washington

Q: Where do ducks go on
their vacation?
A: Albu-quacky, New
Mexico.
ﬁéchagﬂdCOVington
Pamplin, Virginia

Q: Why did the worker

leave his job at the dough-
nut factory?

A: He was fed up with the
hole business.

@QreyDevereaux
St. Jobns, Michigan

Q: What does a camel

wear 1n the desert?
A: Camel-flouge.

Aaro"Masltthews

Fort Smith, Arkansas

OR NOT.

Q: Why does a milking
stool have only three
legs?

A: Because the cow has

the udder.

Br iMyers
l[jamsville, Maryland

FFA New Horizions will pay
$5.00 for each joke selected
for Last Laff. In case of
duplication, payment will be
for the first one received.

To submit a nomination for
“FFA Stars,” tell us why you
think you or your nominee is
an “FFA Star.” You must
also include the following:
color photo, name, address,
phone number, chapter and
age of nominee, as well as
your name and phone num-
ber (if different).

Jokes and nominations for
“FFA Stars” must be
addressed to:

FFA New Horizons

5632 Mt. Vernon Memorial
Highway P.O. Box 15160
Alexandria, VA 22309-0160

Contributions cannot be
acknowledged or returned.
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Enter the LeDoux
LIVE contest

For FFA members only (sorry mom)

www.capitol-nashville.com

Password: FFA
See site for details
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CASUAL
BOOTS
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Get tog’ether with an old friend.

-~

Justin Sport Lace-R s and Casual Boots. DeEiglwd for ]cicl-:ingj back or stepping out

17
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In :‘:t}-'le and -.:nm'['.urt. All with [ustin's “tried and true

)

BOOTS

Tried and true since 1879,

?98P - Adobe Suede 995P - Copper Grizzly QQ2P - Brass Nubuck ~ 996P - Copger Grizzly
Gypsy Chukka Boot Sport Lace-R® Stone Mesh Sport Lace-
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lustin Boot kh‘wlﬂi'"ﬂl'l_"-'- P O. Box 548, Fort Worth, Texas 76101 n'u'u‘.iu:-lllllumt.-x.-;ﬂm 01997 JUSTIN BOOT CO JUS-1473 0597
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