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Museum Studies Portfolio Night

Program  Welcome

 Recognition of Undergraduate and 

Graduate Certificate students

 Student Award Presentations

 Highlights of Community Collaborations, 

2010-2011

 Student Portfolio Presentations

 Reception



Museum Studies Portfolio Night

Recognition of 

Certificate 

Students

 Graduate Certificate Recipients

 Lori Phillips

 Nicole Tramel

 Erik Peterson

 Undergraduate Certificate Recipients

 Matthew Coffey

 Brandy Cook

 Jessica Fischer

 Richard Joya De Torre

 Andrew Mankus

 Carly Miller

 Angie Vinci-Booher

 Anna Yu



Museum Studies Portfolio Night

Student 

Honors 

Fellowships 

and Awards

 IUPUI Museum Studies conference 

fellowships to attend the Association 

of Midwest Museums 

Maggie Schmidt

 Deanna Cundiff

Megan Geurts (partial fellowship)

 AAM Emerging Museum Professional 

conference fellowship

 Erin Hetrick



Museum Studies Portfolio Night

Student 

Award 

Presentations

 Outstanding Undergraduate Students

MATTHEW COFFEY

 JESSICA FISCHER

 Outstanding Graduate Student

 ROSIE ARNOLD



Celebrating our Community Partners



Internship sites 2010-2011

 Baltimore Museum of Art

 The Children’s Museum of 

Indianapolis

 Chicago Field Museum of 

Natural History

 Conner Prairie

 Eiteljorg Museum of 

American Indians and 

Western Art

 Exhibit House

 Frist Center for the Visual 

Arts

 Indiana State Archives

 Indianapolis Museum of Art 

 Johnson County Museum of 

History 

 Kinsey Institute, IUB

 Lincoln State Park and Col. 

William Jones House 

 Museum of the Ancient 

Agora

 Nicollet County Historical 

Society

 Science Museum Oklahoma



Celebrating Community Collaborations

Wikipedia Saves Public Art

 Collections Care and 

Management students

created 38 articles about 

art works in and around the 

Indiana State House.

 Thanks to Richard McCoy

for leading the class and the 

Indianapolis Museum of 

Art for hosting it.



Celebrating Community Collaborations

 Archaeological Curation 

students worked on artifact 

storage, education program 

development, and 

collections research at the 

Glenn Black Laboratory of 

Archaeology.

 Thanks to Dr. Tim 

Baumann and the Glenn 

Black Lab for leading and 

hosting the class.



Celebrating Community Collaborations
 Museum Education students, led by 

Elee Wood and Emily Hansen, 

developed educational programs for:

 Indianapolis Museum of Art - Hard 

Truths: the Art of Thornton Dial

 Johnson County Museum of History

 Morris-Butler House - Common Threads

 Rhythm! Discovery Center

 The Children's Museum of Indianapolis

 Indiana State Museum — Science on the 

Edge, Elephant Graveyards, Self-Guided 

Tours



Celebrating Community Collaborations

 Students developed an exhibit the 

Johnson County Museum of History 

on sustainability called “Reduce, Reuse, 

Revive: Sustainable Traditions in Our 

Community” 



Celebrating Community Collaborations

 Museum Theatre students 

developed programs for the 

Indiana Historical Society (You 

Are There: 1950s Polio), Conner 

Prairie (Sword and Stone: Civil 

War Journey and Emerging 

Industry in Prairietown), and the 

Indiana State Museum (Science 

on the Edge)



Celebrating Community Collaborations

 Students in Curatorial Practices, 

led by Dr. Modupe Labode, 

worked with the City of 

Indianapolis to develop historical 

interpretation for the observatory 

at the Twenty-Eighth Floor of 

Indianapolis’ City and County 

Building.

 In partnership with the Indiana 

Historical Bureau, students 

worked on interpreting Indiana’s 

African American history for a 

planned exhibition in the Indiana 

State House.”



Celebrating Community Collaborations

“Speaking with Spirits” 

 Exhibit Planning and 

Design students in 

collaboration with staff 

of the Morris Butler 

House develop a 

concept plan and design 

for an exhibition slated 

to open in 2012.



Celebrating Community Collaborations

 Museum Methods students 

developed an on-line and in-

house exhibit to commemorate the 

40th anniversary of Cavanaugh 

Hall, home of the IU School of 

Liberal Arts



Urban 

Garden 

Project  Urban garden project
“Think about what makes a healthy 

social fabric. A place where food or 

plants is grown in a crossover space 

between the natural world and human-

centered world. It is a good place for 

people for exploring, nurturing, and 

stewarding and understanding what that 

means.” Matt Groshek



Master’s student e-Portfolios are on www.epsilen.com. 

Individual addresses are listed in the program.

Student Portfolio Presentations

http://www.epsilen.com/




Rosemary Arnold

IUPUI Museum Studies Graduate Portfolio

Spring, 2011

It’s All About the Experience…



Know thyself and thy audience

• Who are we? Why are we here?

• Who are our visitors?

• What’s important to them?



• Morris-Butler 

House- “Speaking 

with Spirits: 

Spiritualism in 

19th Century 

America”

• Embrace the big, 

crazy idea. It often 

contains both 

brilliance and 

enthusiasm.

Have a sense of adventure



Create memorable experiences

• 2-semester 

internship focused 

on education 

programming and 

experience 

development



http://www.epsilen.com/rearnold 





Art:Museum
Katie Chattin



Art

• Herron School of Art and Design

– Photography

– Art History

• iMOCA

• Indianapolis Museum of Art



Museum

• SPEA

• Museum Studies

• Eiteljorg Museum of 

American Indians and Western Art

• IUPUI Cultural Arts Gallery



Art:Museum

Mission:

Through my work in the museum field, I hope to foster a deeper appreciation for arts and culture 
through the inspiration, education and diversification of the 21st century museum audience.

Emerging
Museum 

Professional

Museum
Studies

Art

Appreciation



Visit my ePortfolio to learn more

http://www.epsilen.com/kchattin





Museum Education Atlas:
Charting Pathways Toward Enrichment

Chrissy Gregg
05 May 2011





Destinations Along the Way:

• Indianapolis Museum of Art: 
Programs Assistant

• Frist Center for the Visual Arts: 
(Nashville, TN): Public Programs and 
Evaluation Intern

• Key Classes: 
• Museum Education
• Museums & Audiences 
• Exhibit Development and Design
• Museum Theater





Mission: 
To foster mutually beneficial relationships with local 
communities through museum programming and 
experiences that excite and inspire curiosity.

Discovery or Bust

Vision: 
To become a motivator of learning in museums. To 
empower all visitors to discover their learning 
potential and imaginative awareness.



www.epsilen.com/cngregg

Thank You!

Liz Kryder-Reid
Elee Wood
Anne Laker
Linda Duke
Jen Mayhill

Lindsay Hand
Emily Hansen

Stefanie Gerber Darr
Kim Jameson

Museum Studies Classmates





The Likeness of Unlike 
Things: Stories and Museums

Sarah King
www.epsilen.com/sareking



~Stories lead us out of ourselves 
by revealing the connections we 

share with others.

~When we see the world through 
others’ eyes, we return educated 

and enriched.

Making Connections



Walker Theatre Project



“Women 
of the 

World” 
Exhibit



Looking 
Forward





Bonnie Cate
M.A. Museum Studies

Spring 2011

For the Love of 
Collections & Making 
Connections
Balancing Object Care with Visitor 
Meaning Making



COLLECTIONS CARE & 

MANAGEMENT



VISITOR ACCESS & MEANING MAKING

Museum “Touch Tours”

Minimal use of barriers and cases

• Collections databases online
• Facilitated object handling  carts in 

galleries
• “Sensory Stations”



Collections Care
Education / Visitor 

AccessME

• Protection and 
Preservation of objects
•Specially trained to 
carefully handle objects

• Visitor advocacy 
•Creation of meaningful  
experiences for visitors, 
often through the use of 
objects.

Mission: By balancing a high level of care for 
museum collections with visitor accessibility, I will 
strive to create opportunities for visitor learning and 
meaning-making.  



PLEASE VISIT MY E-PORTFOLIO

www.epsilen.com/bcate





Katie Petrole
Museum Studies MA Portfolio





Mission
My mission is to encourage and inspire museum visitors to be 

curious and adventurous learners.  I bring passion, whimsy, 
guidance, and positive reinforcement to the informal learning 

experiences I share with museum visitors and fellow staff.





Have a look!

www.epsilen.com/

kpetrole





Out of the Vault, 

Into the Future

Karen M. Shank

Masters Portfolio

Spring 2011



Representation through Objects

•Key Courses
•African Americans in Indiana
•Museums and Indigenous People



Accessibility for the Future 
through Collections

Key Course:
Collections 

Care & 
Management 



Accessibility for the Future 
through Exhibitions

Key Courses
•Object-Based 

Learning
•Exhibit Planning 

& Design



Mission and Vision

Mission:

To preserve, protect, and exhibit museum collections so that they are 

accessible for the education and enjoyment of present and future 

generations. To advance the idea that a museum can reach beyond its 

four walls and create accessible learning experiences through 

community connectivity. 

Vision:

Recognition in the museum field for fostering preservation, education, 

and accessibility through museum objects. Personal illustration of  the 

interconnectivity between humans and material culture objects through 

museum exhibits, object-based learning, and preservation. 

Please Visit my E-Portfolio 

http://www.epsilen.com/karen1







Experience is Key



Experience is Key



Experience is KeyExperience is Key



A Mutual Effort



Decontextualization in museums
American Indian objects

Why do museums decontextualize American Indian objects?

Are there solutions to this problem?

Black and White Photograph of 
Chief Joseph

Are photographs a solution to 
decontextualization?

Flathead Headdress
Eiteljorg Museum

Do you view this as art or 
artifact?

Tamastslikt Cultural Institute diorama

Is this a proper way to contextualize American 
Indian objects? 

Does a faceless mannequin
help contextualize the 

objects? 



Future Plans

 My Mission Statement:

 As an emerging museum professional I will strive to 

preserve objects, enhance the visitor’s experience, and 

foster learning in interactive and engaging ways.

 My Portfolio:

 www.epsilen.com/kbuschne





Technology and Visitor Experience

Emily Lytle-Painter

Thank you from the bottom of my heart to my professors, 
the staff of the IMA and my family!

Please visit my portfolio @ 
epsilen.com/elytlepa



Museum Technology:
It’s about the birds, not the hammer. 



TAP 
Mobile Tours

ArtBabble
Community



Facilitate a meaningful 
experience with a work 
of art, whatever that 

may mean to you

Museum 
Technology



Technology. It’s for the birds.





Interwoven
Collections as Tools for 

Life-long Learning

Jennifer Skiba



Mission and Meaning

Mission:

A museum’s collection is its best tool for 
teaching and advocacy, as well as introducing 

profound learning experiences to visitors. 

When we take proper care of objects, we 
preserve them as tools for audiences to 

construct their own meaning.



• Life-long Learning
• Inspiration
• Advocacy

• Applying best practices in 
collections care

• Stewardship

• Collaboration
• Creating 

opportunities for 
visitors to interact 
with the collection



Weaving Coursework into Practice



Understanding an object, its needs, and how it’s woven into 
the fabric of our collective heritage presents a case for 

advocacy.

Visit my portfolio : www.epsilen.com/jlskiba





Turning 
Ideas 
Into 
Practical 
Realities

Emily Duval

2011



Beginnings

 Background in interior design & anthropology

 Curator of Collections at Liberty Hall Historic Site 
(Frankfort, KY)

 “Am I qualified for this?”



Creating a 
Better Museum 

for Visitors

Education

Create better 
learning 

experiences

Administration
Exhibit Planning 

& Design

Caring For / 
About Objects

Collections Care 
& Management

Conner Prairie



Mission & Values

My mission is to develop 
innovative solutions for 
the continuing care of 
museum collections that 
engage the public 
through interpretation, 
education and 
exhibitions that tell the 
past’s stories through the 
use of historical objects.

 Values:

 Stewardship of 
Museum Collections 
through Care & 
Management

Historical Accuracy & 
Integrity

 Service to Community

 Collaboration

 Lifelong Learning



The End of One Road, The Beginning of Another

 First-person costumed 

interpreter at Conner 

Prairie

 Registration internship

with the Indianapolis 

Museum of Art

 Thank you! Trophies (Doll Factory) by Thornton 
Dial, 2000

Visit my ePortfolio at http://www.epsilen.com/ebduval

http://www.epsilen.com/ebduval




Objects vs. 

People

Lauren Talley

May 5, 2011



Objects vs. People



Objects

Objects vs. People



Objects vs. People



Mission Statement

My mission is to care for and manage collections in a way that is 

respectful to the objects and to the people invested in them and 

to find innovative ways to connect collections to people in a way 

that is meaningful and relevant to their lives.

Visit my portfolio at:   http://www.epsilen.com/ljtalley

Objects vs. People





uncovering 

the genius
(making it all about u)
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“everybody is a genius. but if you judge a fish 

by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole 

life believing that it is stupid.”

– albert einstein



it is not about 

learning to climb.



it is about listening 

to the fish



or exposing him to 

the tree.



because, 

who knows?

Thank U! http://www.epsilen.com/ehetrick



Thank you!

 To the Indiana State Museum for hosting us

 To Becky Ellis

 To our adjunct faculty: Tim Baumann, Cathy Hamaker, Emily 

Hansen, Meg Liffick, and Richard McCoy

 To all the museum mentors who guided students through their 

internships

 To my Museum Studies faculty colleagues, Matt Groshek, 

Modupe Labode, Elee Wood, and Larry Zimmerman

 To the family and friends who have supported these students 

throughout their journey

 To these remarkable emerging museum professionals! 



Please join us for a reception.

Congratulations to our graduates!




