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Tony Latham, Dwight, Illinois, enjoys the 
challenge of "making things better." As the 
winner of the John Deere Credit restored, classic 
John Deere 4020 Tractor at the 1999 National 
FFA Convention the high school freshman may 
use the tractor to help fulfill his dream of 
becoming a mechanical engineer. 

Tony's name was drawn from more than 
125,000 entries in the 6th Annual John Deere 
Credit "We Understand Getting Started Classic 

"Tony plans to show his 

Classic 4020 john Deere 

4020 Tractor Program" at the 
1999 National FFA Convention 
held in Louisville, Kentucky, 

~~~Jr .. ~ctor and use it in the 

Homecoming Parade." 

in late October. "I can't 
believe I won," said Tony 
when John Deere Credit called 
to give him the exciting news. 

John Deere Credit salutes the 425,000 FFA 
students nationwide, and is proud to sponsor the 
"We Understand Getting Started" program. 
Making things better for young people entering 
the agricultural profession is one of our goals at 
John Deere Credit - just like we've been making 
things better for generations of farm families. 

Visit your John Deere dealer to see how an 
innovative financing plan tailored to your 
operation can make things better for you. 
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FFA M ission Statement 
FFA makes a positive 
difference in the lives of 
students by developing 
their potential for premier 
leadership, personal growth 
and career success through 
agricultural education. 

Agricultural Education M ission 
The mission of agricultural 
education is to prepare and 
support individuals for careers, 
build awareness and develop 
leadership for the food, fiber 
and natural resources systems. 

Kenny M cFarland and Mitchell BJo ham found them-
elve in a life a nd death ituation ea rli er thi year 

wrule riding together on an a ll-terra in vehicle. Find 
out how these M o ntana FFA member urvived then 
gained a new appreciation o f friend hip and li fe . 
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12 Talk Radio 
Go behind the cene a t " Let ' Ta lk Ga rdening ' 
a Sa turd ay evening r ad io ta lk h ow, w here the 
conver a rion i never dull ., the advice is a lwnys good 
and the ho ts fee l lucky to get pa id fo r ta lktng about 
their gardens. 

16 Lighting Up Louisville 
Get o ur first repo rt from the 72nd Nation ·:d FFA 
Convention in Louisville, Kentuck y. Check out the 
firework ., the excitem ent and the entertainment. And 
meet o rne of the FFA member w ho made it pecial. 
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In what o ther port can you legally use brooms and 
stones? T hrow in som e ice and you have a port tha t 
m ade its first Olympic appear ance in 1998. C urling i 
now gaining popularity a more and more people a re 
trying it fo r the first time. 
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t fo\\ did It feel ro becon1e 
the tir t nation.1l FFt\ pre~l ­

dcn t to he c leered 111 

Lnuis\·illL .. 1nd the first to 
cT\T 111 rhe ne\\' cenn,r\-) 

Wow! It was a great feeling 
running w ild ly down to the 
stage to greet the rest of the 
tea m when my nam e was 
called o ut. H aving t he 
opportunity to erve on the 
fi r t team elected in 
Loui ville and the fi rst team 
o f the new century is incred ­
ible. I a1n j u t very thankful 
fo r m y ble ings a nd w ill 
a lways va lue the history we 
m a de a t the 72nd Nation al 
FFA Convention . 

[)t~Ll'lb' \ Hll' lllO~t l'L)\\ .. 11 d­
In~ c\. 1tl' Cl1Lt pnor tO 
I () 1 1 1 1 1 1... "'I ) tf L I 

Prior to nationa l office, my 
m o t reward ing experience 
would definite ly be m y year 
of e rvice a a tate FFA 

office r. I met o rne of the 
m o t a1n:.1z ing FFA members, 
ad vi or , bu ine and 
indu try repre enta tives, 
and pa rent . It' very 
rewa rding to know th at in 

• 

o ne year, yo u ca n 1m p act 
o m a ny live . 

()tall the place~ you\·e 
been, \\hat i your tJ\·orire, -
1·1d \\ hr; 
Thi pa t A ugust I p ar tic i­
pa ted in a mi io n to It a ly, 
w here I hared m y religio u 
faith w ith tho u ands of Ita l­
ian . Ita ly ha to be one of 
t he mo t be:.1 u tiful and 
rom ant ic countrie in the 
world . It \Va awe orne to 

National officer 

sp end time in devotion by 
m y elf in the m o unta ins and 
pray a bo ut m y life . Bo th of 
m y d ad ' parents a re origi­
n a lly from Italy, so I felt 
pro ud to be a d escendant 
fro m tha t country. 

f-1 O\\ \Yo tdd , ·ou describe 
• 

agricultu rc in \'Uur hon1e 
• 

... _ .. e nf Flrn·id ~ 

O ur agricultural industry is 
very diverse . North Flor id a s 
agr iculture consists of 
fo re try, peanut and cotton 
w hile South Flo rida is 
known for ci trus~ fruits, 
vegetable and horticu lture. 
rm p ro ud to live in Pla nt 

i ty, the world's w inter 
trawberry capita l. W hen 

mo t people think of Flo ri ­
d a they think beaches a nd 
D i ney World, but o ur agr i­
cultu ra l indu try brings in 
m ore revenue than to ur ism. 

\\ h .. 1t lloc~ the cxclan1..1tion 
-
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A we enter the millennium, 
we w i II all create new goals 
and tand ards for ourselves. 
It i m y challenge to myself 
and o ther to put an "excla­
m ation point" on those 
dream 
and tnake 
the 
beginning 
of the 
M illennium 
m em ora ble 
and ucce ful . 
In order to ta ke it 
to th next level 
we mu t take it to 
the e. treme.~ 

Plant C ity, Florid a 

\ 't 20 • 

( ' 1 ,, ' Plant City FFA 

\ , ,, R ay Clark 

and Ja ne Bender 

" \ Ag communicatio ns 
and feeder steer and swine 

1 • a h ,, 1c • Sophomore at 
U niversity of Florida 

\ • Agricultural 
education and agricultura l 
lead ership 

T he Green Mile 

1 t ~· Seven 
Habits o f Highly Effective 
People 

I f I I l. I I I I I I \ .... 

Ch r istian r ock and p op 

TIMELINE 

• joined FFA 

• elected FFA chapter 
reporter 

• lost FF district 
president election 

• won FFA district 
extemporaneous public 
speaking competition 

• elected FFA chapter 
vice president 

• elected FFA chapter and 
district President 

• won FFA state 
extemporaneous public 
speaking competition 

• elected state FFA vice 
president 

• won FFA national 
extemporaneous public 
speaking competition 

• elected national 
FFA officer 
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To no~inate yourself or 
another FFA member for 
"FFA Stars," drop us a 
detailed note telling us 
why you or your nominee 
is a star. Include a photo 
and the nominee's name, 
address, phone and 
birthdate. If nominating 
someone else, include your 
name and phone number. 

Mail to: 
FFA New Horizons "Stars" 
P.O. Box 68960 
Indianapolis, IN 46268-0960 

-

Seventeen-year-old 
Brandon is frequently 
seen at FFA events carry­
ing around a camera, 
looking for a shot to use 
in the school yearbook. 
This Northwestern FFA 
Chapter member has an 
eye for success. He made 
the trip to the national 
FFA convention last year 
and works hard on his 
SAE projects in crop pro­
duction and home and 
community development. 
H e spends the retnainder 
of his time with a youth 
choir, student counci l 
and honors band. fil 

Members making a difference 

Kathryn wans 
As a drum major in the high school marching 
band, Kathryn, perhaps better than anyone, 
knows what it means to get people to work 
together. That's why she's now the Nelson 
FFA Chapter President. This third-year officer 
leads by example. Besides her duties as president, 
Kathryn gets involved in all kinds of chapter 
activities, such as FFA camps, livestock judging, 
soil judging, parliamentary procedure and 
public speaking. This three-sport athlete is 
also an accomplished French horn player. ~ 

Molly Fagundes 
Running is what Mol.ly 
likes to do, whether it's 
for the school track team 
or for FFA office. At 17, 
this Atwater FFA Chapter 
member has accomplished 
a lot in both areas, but 
she also takes a great 
amount of pride in her 
SAE projects, which she 
maintains at two local 
ranches. Molly competes 
in horse judging, parlia­
mentary procedure, and 
her stellar reporting skills 
recently earned her the 
State Star Reporter title . 
Molly also volunteers at a 
local hospital. ~ 

This Sherando FFA Chapter 
member restores rusty 
pickups for fun. But 17-
year-old Billy is all business 
when it comes to leading 
his chapter. Billy worked 
his way to chapter vice 
president, a role that 
allows him to motivate and 
help others. Besides his 
involvement in multiple 
CDEs, Billy spends count­
less hours on his horticul­
ture SAE, and expanded his 
leadership skills last July, 
when he represented the 
Virginia Council of Farm­
ers Cooperatives at their 
national convention. ~ 

Cassie Crow 
At 18 years of age, Cassie 
is already a working 
journalist. As part of the 
"Young Voices" project 
at the Albany Democrat­
Herald newspaper, this 
Scio FFA Chapter member 
enjoys writing about FFA 
news, such as her chap­
ter's recent trip to the 
National FFA Convention. 
Cassie maintains 26 goats 
as part of her SAE project. 
A state FFA degree recipi­
ent, Cassie is also a top­
notch speaker, which 
comes in handy when she 
teaches Sunday school to 
loca l youngsters. ~ 





VIRGINIA 

Debbie Hart 
left) d" man (far 
A ' •rector of th 

ugusta County S e 
receives a $ CPA, 
check f 1,000 

rom Be 
Manor M "d verly 

Emily C er members 
onroy G. 

Smith J ' tna 
and C~JeasH~n Schultz 

tezer. 

The West Musldngunt FFA Chapter 
its 

FFA week tor the animals 
Members of the Beverly Manor 
Middle School FFA Chapter decided 

~~-- assessments on five loCal 

efforts in helping to keeP Ohio's •aterWaJS 

dean. They recentlY pertonned stream qualib 
Licking 

River, limber Run, Kents Run, PovertY Run 

to use FFA Week to help out 
the August County Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals . 
A week of schoolwide activities 
included a Prettiest Pet contest, in 
which students voted on animals 
with their spare change. The chap-
ter members also encouraged 
homeroom classes to donate 25 
pet goods and/or dollars. The chap-

ter then presented SPCA with a 
check for $1,000 and a pickup load 
full of pet supplies and food. 

i 

ARIZONA 

ah 
The fFA chapte 

hi · rs from Gilbe 
gh schools in the . rt, Mesquite and . 
splash in th city of Gilbert ar Highland 

e elementa e making a 
(Partners in ry schools w· 
As And Active learning S ith their PALS 

rea Ha k upportJ wh c enbracht program 
ose cl ' an el • ass parti . ementa 

'psyched' b Clpates, says h ry teacher 
a out the , er stude 

hang out . program b nts are 
With high ecause th 

to very mu h school kids h ey get to 

ence that bu"lcd . For the FFA memb' w om they look up 

G

• I s m ers "t' IIbert, Ari aturity and , I s an expe . 
zona. self-worth n-. A w· •n·win for 

memberS take •ater sampleS tor testing, 

\ben c:olleet macroinvertebrateS and aquatic 

insects. 1Which will also help detemtine stJam 

qualitY· The data co\leeted is submitted to \he 
Muskingum Soil and Water Con~ation Dist · ct and 

and Barkers Run. For each 

tbe Ohio Environmental Protection Admi~tion. 

Olney FFA 
members I Chapter 
bales oad hay 

onto at 
headed f ruck 
stricken or drought­
last su Oklahoma 

mmer. 

Led by member Mark S h 
the Olney FFA Ch c erer, 
hay relief effort 1 a pter spearheaded a 
d ast summ f 

rought-strick f . er or the 
homa I en armers m Okla-

. n a cooperative FFA ff 
crossed state lines th e ort that 
collected hundred' £\Olney members . 
delivered most of ~:e a~ bales and 
Oklahoma FFA h m directly to 
the bales we d~ apters, from where 

re Ispe d ers and ranch . rse to local farm-
ers m need. 

Submitted b 5 Olney FFA Ch htawna Coleman ap er Reporter ' 



FFA New Horizons/Jan-Feb 00 

National FFA takes you ''Beyond Your Borders'' 
with many international opportunities. You can travel to 
Australia, Europe, Latin America, the United Kingdom 
and the South Pacific on a travel seminar or homestay. 

You can be an here in the world in 
24 hours... 'hat's your excuse? 

Check out our website! 
• • 

. a.or 1n erna 1ona • 
• 

For an information packet, call toll free 1-888-332-7853 





As the day drew to a clo e 
for Colstrip High School 
juniors a nd good fr iend 
Mitchell Bloxham and 
Kenny McFarland, however, 
things were anything but 
normal. Mitchell, a n FFA 

me1nber interested in ag 
mechanic and live rock, 
w as face down and uncon­
scio us in an icy creek. 
Kenn y, a lso in the FFA and 
contemplating a future 
ca reer in the Air Force, 
wa , in fact, airborne. 

Routine turns into rescue 

Second earlier, with the 
school day over and time 
to kill before their FFA ag 
m echanics practice, the 
two were riding acros a 
friend 's cattle pasture on a 
borrowed four-wheeler. 
Mitchell was at the wheel 
with Kenny ju t behind him. 
" It was pretty rainy and 
muddy and hazy out " 
reca lls Kenny. "You rea lly 
couldn't see very far ahead. " 
M itchell took thern down a 
hill , turned the vehicle 
aro und, and began to 
ascend another hill. Then, 
on a whim, he turned to the 
right. Kenny, looking over 
Mitchell 's sho ulder from the 
rear, sensed tro uble. " I just 
had this gut feeling that it 
w asn't right, ' he recalls. " I 
could see treetops just 
a head. So I bailed. " 

As Kenny jumped from 
the four-vvheeler, he gra bbed 
at Mitchell in an attempt to 
take him with him. But 
Mitchell didn't budge. H e 
w as, as Keno y put it, 
"going for the ride. ' A 
split-second la ter he and the 
four-w heeler launched into 
the air and disappeared 
over the edge of a 48-foot 
embankment. 

What happened next is 
anybody's guess, as M itchell 
blacked out and Kenny was 
too far from the cliff's edge 
to witness the accident. 
When Kenny did manage 

to peer down through the 
fog, however, he could ee 
that he had to act fa t. 
Mitchell was face down 
in an icy trea m, a nd he 
wa n 't m oving. 

" I tho ught he wa dead ," 
recalls Kenny. " I had to go 

ho u e and awa iting an 
ambulance. 

Reca lling the accident 
today i d iffic ult for 
M itchell. Hi mind ha 
era ed everything fro m the 
mo1nent he lo t control to 
the time the a mbula nce 

"I just had this gutleeling 
that it wasn't right." 

off after him. " So he did. 
After a 12-foot vertical drop, 
the dirt embankment 
tapered to a teep ramp, and 
Kenny tumbled to its base 
without hurting him elf. But 
there, he ran into another 
ob tacle. "Mitchell wa too 
far off the bank for me to 
reach him, " he remember . 
"So I jumped in. " Ches t­
deep in the freezing water, 
Kenny m anaged to reach 
Mitchell and drag him 
back to shore. As he did 
he w hi ti ed a loud as he 
could using a coyote call 
m ade fron1 a pen cap in 
his pocket . 

Rapid response 

Out of the wa ter and on the 
bank, Kenny fina lly got a 
decent look a t M itchell. H e 
had a pulse. Good. But he 
wasn 't breathing. 

" I wa n 't mentally ready 
to give him m o uth -to­
m outh yet,' reca ll Kenny, 
w ho had recently completed 
a first-a id course . '4 I wasn 't 
giving up. " H e sm acked 
Mitchell on the face then 
tapped his chest with his 
fingers. Miraculously 
Mitchell coughed a nd 
began to breathe again. 
Kenny tipped him on his 
side and ran for help. 

Meanwhile, three-quar­
ter of a mile away the 
boys' friends heard Kenny's 
shrill w histle hopped in 
their truck, and sped out 
toward the creek. Before 
long they had Mitchell, who 
wa now awake back at the 

arrived. H e does know, 
however., tha t he' fortuna te 
he didn't get eriou ly hurt. 
In fac t, he e ca ped with 
little more than a n1inor 
concus ion, a few crape 
and brui es, and hypother­
mia . " I'm lucky,, he admit . 
''Kenny definitely aved 
my life ." 

_As cla m ates again for 
another year, Mitchell and 
Kenny rem ain good friend . 
They go on FFA trip togeth­
er, and can often be found 
eating lunch together or 
cheering on the Col trip 
Colt footba ll and ba ket­
ba ll teams. Life, o nce again , 
i bu ine s a u ual. ~ 

• 

Kenny and Mitchell 
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Jenny was so happy about the house they had found. 

For once in her life 'twas on the rigtrt side of town.' 

She unpacked her things with such great ease. 

As she watched her nev; curtains blow in the breeze. 

How wonderful it was to have her own room. 
School would be starting, she'd have friends over soon. 

There'd be sleep-overs, and parties; she was so happy. 

It's just the way she wanted her life to be. 

On the first day of school, everything went great. 
She made new friends and even got a date! 

She thought, "J want to be popular and I'm going to be, 

Because t just got a date with the star of the team!" 

To be known in this school you had to have a clout, 

And dating this guy would sure help her out. 

There was only one problem stopping her fate. 

Her parents had said she was too young to date. 

"Well, I just won't tell them the entire truth. 
They won't know the difference; what's there to lose?" 

Jenny asked to stay with her friends that night. 

Her parents frowned but said, "All rigfrt." 

Excited, she got ready for the big event 

But as she rushed around like she had no sense, 

She began to feel guilty about all the lies, 

But what's a pina, a party, and a moonlight ride? 

Well the pizza was good, and the party was great, 
But the moonlight ride would have to wait. 

For Jeff was half drunk by this time. 

But he kissed her and said that he was just fine. 

Then the room filled with smoke and Jeff took a puff. 

Jenny couldn't believe he was smoking that stuff. 

Now Jeff was ready to ride to the point 

But only after he'd smoked another joint. 

They jumped in the car for the moonlight ride, 

Not thinking that he was too drunk to drive. 

They finally made it to the point at last, 

And Jeff started trying to make a pass. 

A pass is not what Jenny wanted at all 
(and by a pass, I don't mean playing football). 

" Perhaps my parents were rigt!L .• maybe I am too young. 

Boy how could I ever, ever be so dumb." 

With all of her might, she pushed Jeff away: 
"Please take me home, I don't want to stay." 

Jeff cranked up the engine and floored the gas. 
In a matter of seconds they were going too fast. 

As Jeff drove on in a fit of wild anger, 
Jenny knew that her Ufe was in danger. 

She begged and pleaded for him to slow down, 

But he just got faster as they neared the town. 

" Just let me get home! I'll confess that I Ued. 
I really went out for a moonlight ride." 

Then all of a sudden, she saw a big flash. 

"Oh God, Please help us! We're going to crash!" 

She doesn't remember the force of impact 

Just that everything aU of a sudden went black. 

She felt someone remove her from the twisted rubble, 

And heard, "Call an ambulance! These kids are in trouble!" 

Voices she heard ••• a few words at best. 

But she knew there were two cars involved in the wreck. 

Then wondered to herseH if Jeff was all rigtrt, 

And if the people in the other car were alive. 

She awoke in the hospital to faces so sad. 

"You've been in a wreck and it looks pretty bad." 

These voices echoed inside her head, 
As they gently told her that Jeff was dead. 

They said "Jenny, we've done all we can do. 
But it looks as if we'll lose you too.'' 

"But the people in the other car!?" Jenny cried. 

"We're sony, Jenny, they also died." 

Jenny prayed, "God, forgive me for what I've done 
I only wanted to have iust one night of fun." 

"Tell those people's family, I've made their lives dim, 
And wish I could return their families to them. 

"Tell Mom and Dad I'm sony I lied, 
And that it's my fault so many have died . 

Oh, nurse, won't you please tell them that for me?" 
The nurse just stood there she never agreed. 

But took Jenny's hand with tears in her eyes 
And a few moments later Jenny died. 

A man asked the nurse, "Why didn't you do your best 

To bid that girt her one last request?" 

She looked at the man with eyes oh so sad. 

"Because the people in the other car were her mom and dad." 

This story is sad and unpleasant but true, 
So young people take heed, it could have been you. 

Drinking and driving is not cool. 
Be careful of your habits and 

who you're hanging with. 
Give everything a second thougfrt. 



latest surveys are in. O·nce again, ic is 
ig lose.r. Eddl.e Murphy's career se~es a 

resurgence, as does farming. Anchovies, anvo~ne? 
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• titanic 

- drew barrymore 
temale actor kate Winslet 

- will smith 
actor leonardo dicaprio 

II personality drew carey 
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You're trying to decide on a career. Well, let's see, 
you've got a knack for public speaking, but you've always 
Wanted tO be inVOlVed in hOrtiCUlture. You might have to choose 

... 
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one and go with it. But no t 
so fast. In today's informa­
tion age, you can combine 
these two areas of interest 
and come up with an entire­
ly new kind of career. Mike 
N owak, the host of the 
" Let's Talk Gardening" 
show on WGN Radio in 
Chicago is a living example 
of this. 

We recently caught up 
with him at the WGN stu ­
dios in downtown Chicago. 
It 's a warm fall Saturday 
night. Mike stares at his 

• uncooperative computer. 
H e's trying to print some­
thing and it's not working. 
It's just minutes before the 
start of his show. 

With no time left to 
spare, he grabs his pile of 
gardening-related books and 
papers and heads for the air 
studio, where a long narrow 
table crawling with micro­
phones and computers fills 
the room. H e grabs his chair 
and throws on his head­
phones. A woman on the 
other side of a window 
reads a news update. Kathy 
O'Malley, the show's co­
host, is back after making a 
coffee run across the street. 
The news ends and the "On 
Air" light is switched on. 
"Let's Talk Gardening" is 
underway. 

On the air 

In this cozy, isolated air 
studio, it 's hard to believe 
that if every household 
within 100 miles of Chicago 
turned their radios to 720-
AM at this moment, Mike's 
and Kathy's voices would 
be heard by several million 
people. 

Mike, eager to get things 

ro lling, introduces the show 
and soon he and Kathy are 
discussing the recent infe ra­
tions of Chicago's trees 
by a beetle that made its 
way here from China . The 
dialogue then moves to 

• 

a common summertime 
pro blem in the city : vacation 
abandonment, where plants 
are neglected due to vaca­
tioning owners. Mike had 
recently lost three ferns 
while spending time in 
Washington State. 

Soon, the phone banks 
light up. Ca llers from 
a round the city and neigh­
boring states are waiting to 
throw in their gardening 
questions. Mike and Kathy 
a ren't horticulture experts, 
but they have plenty of 
hands-on ga rdening experi­
ence. When they can't 
answer a listener 's question, 
they invite other listeners to 
call in with their solutions. 
"We know that a lot of our 
listeners know a heck of a 
lot more than we do," says 
Mike, who is just thrilled to 
get paid for talking about 
gardening. 

Sure, listeners tune in to 
get gardening tips. But the 
real reason they're li stening 
is to be entertained. Mike 
and Kathy keep the show 
lively, and the callers keep 
the topics, well, interesting. 

Skunks and stumps 

Jill is the first caller. She 
wants to know how to get 
skunks out of her garden. 
Mike and Kathy throw out 
a few skunk jokes, then 
Kathy admits she doesn t 
mind the smell of skunks. 
Mike, groaning in disgu t, 
prepares to bring in two 
callers who have just buzzed 
in with their skunk so lu­
tions. Amy the first to 
chime in, says skunks don t 



like the smell of urine, so 
she advises Jill to send a dog 
out to the garden to "mark" 
the territory. She says moth­
balls work too. The next 
caller says kunk don 't like 
light, so she recommends 
showering the ga rden with 
floodlights at night. Case 
closed. 

The conver ation now 
moves to tree stumps. Alice, 
the next caller, is having 
trouble removing a 6-year­
o ld tree stump. Mike and 
Kathy throw out a few sug­
gestions, like having a 
stump remover come in and 

do the job. Alice 
says that 's 
in1possible 
because the 
tump is wedged between a 

wood fence and a garage. 
Andy, the first ca ller to get 
through, says Alice hould 
burn some charcoa l on the 
stump and burn it down to 
the ground. No good. Too 
close to fence and garage. 
Valerie, the next caller, rec­
ommends sprinkling rock 
sa lt and water on the stump. 
Carolyn calls next and sug­
gests digging around the 
tump with a shovel to cut 

off the root . O ne las t caller 

ays Alice needs to drill 
the stump out. 

Satisfied that Louise has 
enough possible solutions to 
her stump problem, Mike 
moves on to such topics as 
water gardens, grub worms, 
compost and storing gerani­
ums in the w inter. 

After a commercial 
break, the news anchor 
gives an update. As the 

voice drones on about an 
earthquake in Taiwan and a 
local robbery, Kathy uses 
the breather to look over 
her notes and gardening ref­
erence books. Mike is fish­
ing some gardening 
information off the Internet. 

Back on the air 
"Can I transplant my 
daylilies now?" says John, 



the next caller. "Yes, do it 
now," Kathy says. Dan is 
next. H e wants to know if he 
can use pressure-treated lum­
ber to line the perimeter of 
his vegetable garden. Mike 
advises against this because 
the chemicals in the lurnber 
can seep into the soil and, 
eventually, will end up in the 
food . Mike and Kathy agree 
that John should scrap the 
idea altogether or else I ine 
the lumber w ith p lastic. 

Mike and Kathy field sev­
era l more calls before the 
show is over. All the while, 
it 's like they' re leaning on the 
backyard fence, talking to 
the neighbors, with dirt in 
their fingernai ls and the sun 
in their eyes . Not a bad way 
to make a living. ~ 

The Ohio State tJniversi 

tur ec 

• 

Scholar.ips for Ohio & 
non-Olio students 

• Associate degrees in agriculture, 
lionictdttJre, enviuo. & lab sciences, 
~& hus · · eering technologies 
• HanHS.t-on 
• 99°/o job placem.ent rate 
• Paid industry inter ships 

T · H · E 

13-28 Dover Road • Wooster, OH 44691 
(800 647-8283 (Ohio only) • (330) 264-3911 

http:/ I ati.ag.ohio-state.edu 
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You're clapping and laughing with your new friends from across the country when, all of a sud­

den, the lights go down and laser beams start flashing across the auditorium. Your heartbeat 

quickens to match the pace of the pounding music. Just when you think the place can't rev 

any higher, a booming voice announces the national FFA officer team's arrival and Louisville's 

Freedom Hall absolutely erupts. Welcome to the 72nd National FFA Convention! 
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That's right! Chevron wants to give you cash for detailing 

the classic farm tractor from the inside out. Amaze Chevron 

with your total restoration effort and 

Restoring a tractor is fun, challenging and rewarding. And 

it's Chevron's way of helping to preserve America's past 

while preparing Future Farmers for tomorrow! 

Chevron 

• I 

C H E VR O N L UBR I CAN T S 

rrestorrat i o n comp.etltJ i on 

Call Chevron today at (415) 894-2820 for your 

enrollment form 

Send in your enrollment form by May 31, 2000 

to receive your step-by-step workbook 

Submit your final documentation package by 

September: 1, 2ooo 

........... For additional information, log on to 

www.chevron.com or www.ffa.org 
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I 
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he laser shows that 
opened each session 
weren't the only shining 

moments. As a way of wel­
coming FFA members to 
town, a firevvorks extrava­
ganza exploded across the 
night sky as FFA members 
departed Freedom Hall 
following the Reflections 
program. The fireworks 
exhibition entitled, "FFA­
Lighting up Louisville, " 
was sponsored by Fastline 
Publications as a special 
project of the National 
FFA Foundation. 

That was the scene at the 
Kentucky Fair and Exposi­
tion Center in late October 
when the 72nd National 
FFA Convention landed in 
Louisville. After calling 
Kansas City home for 7 1 

years, FFA members poured 
into Louisville to explore 
their new convention home. 
They liked what they 
found everything from 
an amusement park within 
walking distance of the 
auditorium to lots of new 
choices in the food court 
and the shopping mall. 

Of course, all the usual 
• 

convention components 
were in place: exciting 
sessions., thought-provoking 

speakers, a great choir and 
band, an enormous Career 
Show, legendary leadership 
workshops, awesome 
educational tours, dynamite 
dances and, best of all, FFA 
members from all over the 
country! In addition to all 
the regular happenings, this 
year's convention featured 
several new items including 
concerts, an agricultural 
literacy foray into the 
Louisville comrnunity, 
and a food drive to help 

hungry. 

FFA mernbers don~lted more 
than 30,000 pounds of food 
during the drive, \ V hich is 
enough to feed Lou is vi lle's 
homeless for six davs and 

" 

is the most ever contributed 
by an outside group! 

Words ol Wisdom 

Even though his brother 
had passed away t\VO days 
before, internationally 
renowned actor Danny 
Glover decided to keep his 
commitn1ent and speak to 
FFA men1bers. Glover, who 

is perhaps best known for 
his role opposite Mel Gib­
son in the Lethal Weapon 
movies, spoke of the impor­
tance of integrity, character 
and education. He remi­
nisced a bout spending sum­
mers on his grandparent's 
farm in Georgia and how 
those experiences helped 
him develop into a strong 
person. 

"There was a lot of 
turmoil in rural Georgia in 
those days," he said. "My 
grandparents were often 
publicly humiliated because 
of the color of their skin. 
H owever, their humanity 
stood tall and negated the 
humiliation. They were bea­
cons in their community. 
Their values helped shape 
my life and make me into 
the person I am." 

Glover encouraged FFA 
members to honor their 
heritage and value other 
people by showing more 
compassion and being more 

understanding. The distin­
guished star left students 
with a plea to make 
thoughtful decisions. "The 
choices we make to be self­
ish or self-centered are just 
that choices," Glover said. 
"But we can make different 
choices. Choose to be 
caring, to have compassion, 
to have patience and under­
standing. As individuals, we 

• • 

owe It to our community 
and to ourselves." 

The convention 
stage also hosted Dave 
Roever, a Vietnam vet­
eran who touched 
many with his stories 
that bounced between 
horror and humor. 
Roever, who was per-

manently disfigured when a 
grenade he was holding 
exploded, spoke about 
surviving hardships and the 
importance of family and 
values. " As much as I hate 
war, I love freedom more," 
Roever said. "I'm proud of 
my scars and stripes. I'm 
proud I served my country. 
I'm proud to be an Ameri­
can," he exclaimed, bring­
ing roars of approval from 
the audience. 

Both speaker's appear­
ance at the convention 
were special projects of the 
National FFA Foundation 
with Glover being spon­
sored by the Humana 
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Foundation and Roever 
being sponsored by United 
Parcel Service. 

FFA members also heard 
from Emory Austin, a 
humorous speaker fron1 
North Carolina who 
focused on how to use your 
differences to set yourself 
a part from the crowd, and 
Jamie Clark, an adventurer 
who has sca led Mount 
Everest. One of Clark's 

--

key points was the impor­
tance of planning, noting that 
on his first attempt at the 
mighty mountain, his group 
had to turn back because, 
arnong other difficulties, it 
had not estimated the right 
amount of toilet paper. 
Think about it ... it's not 
like you can just run right 
down to Wal-Mart! 

It wouldn't be an FFA con­
vention without some 
of the most memorable 
remarks coming from young 
men and women in blue and 
gold jackets. The national 
officers each shared thought­
ful and motivating messages 

during their retiring address­
es . Jose Santiago inspired 
many with his story on the 
true meaning of giving and 
forgiving. You can read a ll of 
the officers, retiring address­
es their signatures of suc­
cess o nline at www.ffa.org. 

Sights to See 

This year 's edition of the FFA 
Nationa l Agricultural Career 

® 
.... . ) 

Show was the largest 
ever with 349 exhibitors 
filling almost 108,000 
square feet! That's about 
the same size as two-and-a­
half football fields! The 
show included representa­
tives from every phase of 
the agriculture industry 
who were sharing inforrna­
tion about careers and com­
panies, scholarships and 
schools. There were even 
people from Walt Disney 
World at the career show 
looking for students interest­
ed in horticulture, aq uacul­
ture and biotechnology 
internships at the world's 
best-known playground! 

State Stun 

"The Thing , in The Uni­
vers ity of Ari zona's caree r 
show exhibit attracted a lot 
of attention a s did the cool 
cow costume in Massachu ­
sett's booth. The Ohio 
State University di spla y 
proudly featured the first 

FFA jacket ever made, which 
was designed by the high 
school band director from 
Fredericktown, Ohio. 

Trucks and Tra.Giors 

Ford, Chevy and Dodge all 
had their latest heavy metal 
on display. And speaking of 
heavy metal, lots of FFA 
members took the opportuni­
ty to check out the latest 
from John Deere, Case IH 
and Caterpillar. 

find 1,1, Fix II! 

Of cour~e , m 3ny r FA nlem­
bers would ra ther resto re 
'~ancient iron, " than she 11 
o ut the hucks fo r the ne\v 
stuff. For those fo lks, the 
Chevro n boo th \Vas the 
place to be with its trac to r 
restorati o n competiti o n. To 
find out how to compete 
for up to $2,500 and be 
recognized a t next 

•• 4 •• ..._.._ ____ -.~ ... ~" 

year's convention, call 
Chevron at 415-894-2820, 
or point your browser to 
www.chevron.com. 
You can also find informa­
tion on National FFA Online 
at www.ffa.org. 

Reaching tor the Stars 

Everyone knows that FFA 
members have a knack for 
building cool businesses. The 
two selected as FFA's Stars 
Over America are no excep-

PHOTOS BY: KI:LLY ROGERS, ED Zl iRGA, Si~\1 HARREL, J. GILUS COL1RS00:. 
BUD KRAIT, MICHAEL \VILSON AND JERI MATHCS 



tion. Sa;v "heliQ" to Michael 
• 

S_Rringe , 21, from Indepen-
dence, Kansas he 1999 
Amer1cafi Star Farmer·­
and Jay Harr1s, 20, from 
Alexander, IUtnois the 
1999 American Star in 
.Agnbusiness! 

• 

Michael as a typtcal entre­
preneur always thtnking 
about way to build his busi­
ness and better manage 
his operaaon. He started 
wtth 15 bottle calves. 
Now, he has 40 sows in 
a farrow·to-finish enterprise 
and farms 460 acres of 
wheat, com, milo and soy­
beans. That's growth that 
even an Internet start-up 
busmess would be proud of! 

Michael, who served as 
the 1996-97 state treasurer in 
Kansas, believes le-adership 
and ~ople skills are crittcal 

tosu~."Leadehlip 
the key to producnon agri­
culture's future,, he says. 
"Our busmess IS: a people 
business." 

After he completeS his 
degree in a · tural 
economics at Kansas State 

Uruverstty, Spnnger plans 
to return to the far1n and 
expand his operation. 

Jay is like many FFA 
members who feel JUst as 
comfortable in coveralls as 
m official dress (okay, okay, 
so a lot of members feel 
more comfortable in cover­
alls). "When I was old 
enough to rum a wrench," 
he says, "I started building 
planters." And he hasn't 
stopped yet! In fact, Jay 
actually designed, · ...... 
tested and is his 
own line of He 

mechanies aa.d 
a truck drlvtm 
"With today's 
ever-chang~ng fann 
economy," Harris 
says, "most 
can't afford a com­
pletely new planten 
'fbat's where I 
fitUL" 

Jay 
DOIS VICO.,a 

1998-99 and 
the state's 
Sales and/or 
ciency \911lnen 
atmg froln .a:..aa 

Ce ty 
plaastoa n1 



The National FFA Organization 

FFA Homepage: www.ffa .org 

©1 999 National FFA Organizat ion 

FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their 
potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through 
agricultural education. The mission of Agricultural Education is to prepare and 
support individuals for careers, build awareness and develop leadership for the 
food, fiber and natural resource systems. The National FFA Orgamzation affirms 
1ts belief in the value of all human beings and seeks diversity in its membership, 
leadership and staff as an equal opportunity employer Produced by the Nat1onal 
FFA Organization in cooperation w 1th the U S. Department of Education as a 
service to state and local agricultural education agenc1es Sponsored by the 
Monsanto Company as a special project of the National FFA Foundation. 
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Leaders for the New Millennium 
The six newly elected national officers are a high-energy 
group of talented individuals eager to work for and meet 
with FFA members. Each offtcer will spend the upcoming 
year traveling across the country representing FFA members 
in meetings with leaders in business, agriculture, government 
and education. Here's a little more about each officer. 

' 

Chris Vitelli 
Nat·ional President 
Plant City FFA Chapter 
Plant City, Florida 
SAE: feeder steers and swine, lawn maintenance 
and placement in curriculum writing 
Chris, 20, is a sophomore agricultural education and 
agricultural leadership major at the University of Florida. 

' " ., .. . '5 \ t ..J 
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Manchester FFA Chapter 
Manchester, Indiana 
SAE: Shropshire sheep production and 
agricuHural communications 
Jodee, 20, is a freshman agricuHural education and 
telecommunications major at Purdue University. 

Joe Shultz 
Vice President Eastern Region 
Indian Lake FFA Chapter 
DeGraff, Ohio 
SAE: purebred Rambouillet sheep 
Joe, 20, is a sophomore agricultural education and 
agricultural economics major at The Ohio State University. 
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Leslie Small 
Vice President-Central Region 
Arkansas City FFA Chapter 
Arkansas City, Kansas 
SAE: beef and diversified livestock production 
Leslie, 19, is a sophomore agricultural economics 
major at Kansas State University. 

Carol Spruill 
Vice President- Southern Region 
Jackson County FFA Chapter 
Hoschton, Georgia . 
SAE: hay production, boarding and showing 
Carol, 19, is a sophomore agricultural economics major 
at the University of Georgia. 

Marshall Baker 
Vice President-Western Region 
Texico FFA Chapter 
Portales, New Mexico 
SAE: oil and beef production 
Marshall, 19, is a sophomore biology 
major at Austin College. 
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Easy to Sharpen 
High Carbon Cutlery 

Steel Blades 

Schrade's 

destructible 
,~~~Ha~d~le ~ 

100o/o Hand Made 
and Inspected 

• • • ; ,; 

i· i • 

In today's fast paced world, high tech is often 
mistaken for high quality. Quality is not a fashion 
statement at Schrade, it's a way of life. 
Our superior craftsmanship and use of the finest 
materials available provide our customers with 
handmade American classics, like our Old Timer 
kn ives. 

Schrade Old Timer knives are Schrade made 
in the U.S.A. Simply the best! 

Nickel Silver Bolsters 

KNIVES AND TOOLS 

.... . .. 
I 0 0 0 0 . . . . . . • • • • • . . . . . .. . . . . . 

• • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . 

Schrade made 
In the u. S. A~ 

• 

For more information visit our web site @ www.schradeknives.com or call 1·800·2 SCHRADE 
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1,.-ofessioaJaJ Welder! 
Earn good money with 
a rewarding career. 
High School grads 
attend from 
23 states. 
Financial aid 
for qualified 
students. Lie. 
by OBPVS 

Jason A. McCoy, FFA- West Virginia 

Seniors call for free W eldiog Video: 
1-800-WELD PRO 

TULSA WELDING SCHOOL 
3038 Southwest Blvd. 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74107 

COMPLETE SYSTEMS • BOOKS • VIDEOS • CD-ROMS • CURRICULUM 

~~U~GUtl!URe ~ ~~-
---:-. 

t4Y.DROPON_ICS~lQUAPONtCS 
CAll FOR INFORM,ATIO~ AND A ~fE 500 PG. CATALOG 

~--- 1~' -~:_..,2__~ 

A of FFA members participated 
in this career development events. 
More than 800 teams 51 state 

competed for top honors in 19 
different events. 
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FFA New Horizons 
What's Mot 

(] 

P.O. Box &8960 
I IN 
46268-0960 

6 

Add~ss~--~~~~~~~~ 

Citytrown -~~~~~~~~ 

State ~~~~~ .. ~~~~~.F 

.Phone ~~~~~~~~ ............... ~ 

Chapter~~~~~~~~~~ 

Grow with us! 

2. .1. 

,, 

what' hot 
• 

Movte ~~~~~..!.......,__--.....!...2....~- Movie -------~--=----=----=-----=---~~ 

F actor~----=---~~~~ Female actor _ _ _____ _ 

Male actor..------~~~~~~ Male actor~_.;..;;_~__;._~-...,--,----..-~ 

Website ~~~~~~~~.;...;.._....;;...;. Website -=-----------=----~--­

TiV show~~~~----=-~~-=--- · TV show-------=---~_,;,;.,_~~. 
Career Career --_..,.._____,.. ___ ___ _ 
Season Season ......___ ....______ _ ___ ......___~ 

Country artist Country artist ~~-~~~~~ 

Rap artist Rap artist -~------:---=----~-

Rock artist Rock artist 
---=~-------=-=--

FFA creed paragraph FFA creed paragraph ~~-~~ 

Place to visit Place to visit 
~-------=---=---...;;..__ 

driver Nascar driver 
~~---=-~=---=---:-:-~-
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Most clubs provides curling 

stones, made of 
Scottish granite and 
in at a hefty 42 pounds.The 
only thing you is a 
bristle- or fabric-head brush 
made specifically for sweeping. 

If you decide to get serious, 
you'll also want a pair of 
shoes designed for 

• 
Curling is, for many, an actclic­
tive The anore you work 
at it the better you get. as 
three-time U.S. national 
women's champion Pam FmCh 
points out, '~ou'll never know 
if you like it you step out 
on the ice and give it a 
by." For on how tD 
get in your COlt! 

tact the United States c;adlg 

Association at 
or visit their Web site at 
W¥fw.usacurt.org. 



Q: Why don't horses vote? 
A: The answer is a lways 
" nay." 

NikkiBI.tzkie 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Q: Why did Mickey go 
into space? 
A: To find Pluto. 

James Hollifield 
Toccoa, Georgia 

Miss-ouri lent Mississ-ippi 
her New Jersey. What will 
Dela-ware? Da-kota. 

JeremyDankert 
R eedsburg, Wisconsin 

Q: If athletes have a thlete 's 
foot, what do as tronauts 
have? 
A: Mistle-toe 

____ e Snyder 
Athens, Wisconsin 

Q: How do you make a 
door into a ja r? 
A: You open it. 

Melissa ilkins 
Hanna City, Illinois 

• 

Q: What is a witch's 
favorite subject? 
A: Spelling. 

Jennifer son 
Columbus, New Jersey 

Q: Who's super clean and 
lives in cave? 
A: Bathman. 

Amber Meadows 
Bergersville, Indiana 

Q: Why were the elephants 
kicked out of the pool? 
A: They couldn't keep 
their trunks up. 

· Williams I 
R oyal, Arkansas 

Q: What did the rabbit use 
to fill his lamp? 
A: Carrotsene. 

Mary Workman 
Alamosa, Colorado 

Q: What did the snail say 
to the police officer after 
the turtle ran over him? 
A: I don't know, it a ll hap­
pened so fast. 

McCrary 
Dubach, Louisiana 

nu by Jim Bradshaw and ichael Benendorl 
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Q: Why did the goat 
receive an " F" on his 
homework? 
A: He and the dog ate it. 

Christophe Bryant 
Epes, Alabama 

Q: Why do potatoes cry? 
A: Their eyes are in 
the dirt. 

Amy Helland 
E1nmons, Minnesota 

Q: Why did the skunk 
stink up the courtroom? 
A: The judge said, "Odor 
in the court!" 

ShawnGeorg 
Sabetha, Kansas 

Woman: This coffee tastes 
like mud. 
Man: Well, it was ground 
this morning. 

..,_, n ni DeRamces 
Prattville, Alabama 

OoeS \T WORK~ o 0 

o You SET. I tAw 
o E'iEtJ FEEL THE 

0 () toLl) RlGHT NON. 

___ REALL'{. c 

0 

0 

FFA New Horizons will pay 
$5 for each joke selected for 
Last Laff. In case we receive 
more than one of the same 
joke, payment will be for 
the first one received. 
Contributions cannot be 
acknowledged or returned. 

Address your jokes to: 

Last Latt 
FFA New Horizons 
P.O. Box 68960 
Indianapolis, IN 46268-0960 

Shop for FFA 
merchandise online 

www. ffaunlimited.org 
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YEP. IN FRCT, 1 CANT 
FEEL RN~TH\NG A1 ALL. 
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Dale Earnhardt 

Randy White Nolan Ryan 

Jim Shoulders 

• 1 

John Justin 

When John Justin 's grandfather, H.J., bui lt the first pair of Justin Boots 
in Spanish Fort, Texas, back in 1879, he gave birth to a tradition that lives today. 

That trad ition is based on quality and has come to be known as the "Standard of the West". 
Quali ty is as important to the tradition of making Justin Boots as it is to the people who 

choose to wear them. People like 7 -time NASCAR Winston Cup Series Champion. Dale Earnhardt; 
16-time ProRodeo World Champion, Jim Shoulders and NPL Hall of Pame Inductee, Randy White. 
As we ll as, Baseball Hall of Fame record holder, Nolan Ryan and Country Music Star, George Strait. 

They are all winners, and they all wear Justin Boots. 
The Standard of the West, since 1879. 

BOOTS 

Jus tin Boot Company Fmt Worth. Texas www.justinboots.com 

George Strait 
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