
FUTURE FARKEHS OF .AMERICA 

MINUTES OF NATIONAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

Baltimore ,.Hotel. l'.ansas City, Jlo. 

November 17-23,1933 

(The meetings ot the Board ot Trustees extended through the period in-

dicated; the first meeting was held at 10 a.m. on November 17 and the 

remaining sessions followed &t the call ot the President until the close of 

the Convention. The minutes, therefore~ show a running account ot the 

actions taken, but are not diTided by da7• or sessions.) 

The meeting of 1933 Board ot Trustees was called to order by the 

) President, Vernon Bowell, at 10 a.m. on Friday November 17. · All members 

ot the Board were present except Henry Groseclose, who was absent on ao-

o""ount ot illness, and Pa.ul KoCutoheon. who arrived later in the day. 

The minutes o-r the previous Boe.rd of Trustees mee-ting and the 

) minutes of the Fifth National Convention were read and approved. 

) 

The first item of business to be taken up was the reviewing of 

applications for the .American Farmer degree. Each one of the eightJ' 

individual recorda were read, studied and paased upon by the boy m.emb­

~rs of the Board. Dr. Lane and ldr. Ross were ave.ilable during the day 

to assist in interpreting data submitted by applicants aa necessary, 

but took no hand in the scoring or selection of the candidates. The 

Boar4 worked tar into the ni1?1:1t and most of -the following day on the 

A:inerican Farmer applications•• At the oonolusion the following aotive 

~er _;candidates were agreed upon to be recommended to the delegates 

as those most wort}\f of the highest degree in the F.F~. for 1933: 
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NorDll'll; Crawford, Marion. Ala. 
Fred William Harper. Paris • ..Ark. 
Marvin Simpson. Vilonia, Ark. 
Jam.ea Wright. Stephens, Ark. 
Alan Maki. Fortuna. Cal. · 
Georg$ Nioholaa. PetalUJlla.i Cal• 
-Walden l>emJ¥ • Auburn. Cal• 
Joe Wilson. Valley- Ford, Cal. 
Jolm Elbert Kite. Shasta. Cal. 
Jamee Conley. Frederica, Del. 
Waldo Eaneraon Bishop, A'1cilla, Fla. 
David Newton, Homan Park, Ga. 
Marion WiDge, ~ons. Ge.. 
Waichi Ouye, Hakalau, Hawaii 
El.mer Frost, Jerome, Ida.ho · 
Rob)fert Copper, Hew Holle.rid, . Ill. 
Donald Peach, Walnut, Ill. 
Paul Pcnr8l, Jeraeyrille, Ill. 
Judson P• Mason, Elgin, Ill. 
Kenneth Keyera, Angola, Ind. 
Ronald Boyd, Bassett. Iowa 
Cha~lea Steward. Dana, Iowa 
BJ.mer Dawdy, Washington~ . Kans. 

: William Fuller• Jliltonva.le. Kans. · 
George Clemen.ta, Qwenelx:!ro, Ky. 
Aloysius Reiss. Owensboro. Ky~ 
Lucien P. Labo_rde, Jlarkaville, La. 
Wealey B. SU.id,, Logansport. La. 

· Charles · Hoke, Walkers'V"ille, ·Md. 
11'1111• UoCulloch, Beaverton, W.oh. 
Waino Korteamald., Cloq'Qet, 

· Jlaurice Dank~bring, Sweet Springs, 
Mo. 

Robert ~lla,, Jr., Booneville, 1lo. 
~bert S"--"• Jllles City, Mont. 
...,_iaon·!Jl,CMWenatein, Kearney, Neb. 
Arell Waason., Wilcox. Heb. 

William Lee• Fallon, Nevada 
~lex c. Alampi. lfilliamatown, N.J. 
Paul K. KWmley, Las Crueea. N. Mex. 
Herbert W. Smith. Rochester• N. Y. ~ 
George A. Turne~, Jr., Horseheads. N.Y. 
Barry Graves. Cavalier. H. Dak. 
Earl w. Miller. Georgetown, Ohio. 
Homer~. Orville, Ohio · 
Earl .Rosenberger., Fremont, Ohio. 
Bobby Jones, Radnor, Ohio. 
!ail Belitz, Wellston, Okla. 
&!win Ta7lor, Kingfisher, Okla. 
Ray P. Burton, Perkina, Okla. 
Howard J • . Smith, canlJ7, Ore~ 
Chester N. Stephens, 1».yton, Ore. 
Clinton L. Pease, ·Eighty-Four,, Pa. 
Kenneth s. Perdue, Borth East., Pa. 

· Raym0nd Ellis. Canton, s. !Ak. 
J. w. Ezell, Jr., Antioch. Tenn. 
Alex Fitzgerald, Trenton, Tenn. 
H. Kai Grissim, Lebanon, Tenn. 
Ewell Perry. Joelton, Tenn. · 
John H. Gilbert, CotW.la, Tex. 
Bobbie Thur-.n, .Ciaoo. Tex. 
Doyle E. Cardon, Smith.field, Utah. 
Aahby s. Brumback~ M:iddle~own. Va. 
William A. Brooks, Stuarts Dratt. Va. 
J. Sam Buchanan, Chatham.Bill, Va. 
Thornton Oli~r, Suffolk. Va. 

. Hilton Rector, S9Ten tile Ford, Va. 
Charles L. Prater, Ellensburg, Wash. 
Lenley B. WoOten, Chelan, Washington. 
StUar't Watts, Vaxwelton. w. Va. 
Bernard Donlceragoed, Baldwin9 Wis. 
Arley Heinze, Portage. Wis. 
Joseph Capron, Powell, Wyoming • 
arl Shopbell, Da.nsville, 111.ch. 

Honorary American Farmer candidates were passed upon next. Sev­

eral names were mentioned and after 11D1ch discussion the following names . . . . 

· were agreed upon u th9se to be recommended to the delegates to receive 

this honors 
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Carl Gray. President. Union Pacific Railroad 
L. J. Taber. Master. National Grange 
J. c. Wright, Assistant u. S. Ccmmdssioner of Education 
~ Fife, President. American Vocational Aasooiation 

F. !4~ Simpson, Commercial Research Department, Slt'if't & co. 
E. P. Taylor, F4itor, Agricultural Leaders Digest 
Ray Cutt. Livestock Commissioner, Kansas.City Livestock Exchange 
JI. H. U:oDo:nald, Teacher of Vocational Agriculture, Park River, 

North Dakota. 
State-Adviser of the willning State Association. 

Time:~•• taken at this point to go over the opening and closing 

ceremonies and the 4th degree raieing ceremony in order to be ready tor 

the regular convention sessions. Presi~ent Howell ~eaignated the ofti-

.) oera to ta.lee the place of those absent and to rotate at the Vice Pres­

ident's station during the convention. 

The next item. of business waa the Public S~ing Contest. in­

cluding the broadcast. · Plans, as ma.de by the Exeouti ve Secretary• were 

) checked and approved. Final arrangements were ma.de after a trip to the 

ilew Power and Light Compal\Y' Auditorium. The event was scheduled tor 

Monday at 7130 p.m. 

The delegate credentials were next checked over and placed in 
. . 

. _) the hands of the Student Secretary. He was also ~tructed to obtaain 

those missing from the States represented and to haTe a full report 

' )· 
···· .. 

ready for the opening convention session. 

Attention •a called. to the .fact that each officer waa to help 

in a.king the convention run smoothly and he was charged by Presid~t 

Bowell with the responsibility of participating and directing d18Cl._l&8ion 

on the floor of the convention. It was pointed out that al though the 
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.) of'f'ice;s_.-had no vote~ they were entitled to speak on any subject which 

oa.me up on the floor and that the President llDlBt depend on them for back­

ing eapeoially on matters which had been acted upon by the Board. 

) 

The music for the convention was discussed and special entertain­

er a including the Fredericktown Ohio band. were aa,signed to appear at 

various places during the week. 

Recommendations from States relative to po~sible o~ticer ma.terial 

tor 1934 were presented and discussed. It waa deoided to turn over this 

material to the committee on nominations. 

The State Association Contest was discussed. The Exeoutive-Seo­

reta.ry called attention to the f'aot that the records were ready to be 

judged by the Board of Trustees. The boy officers, at the direction of 

the President, studied the annual reports of eaoh State Association and 

after hours of painstaking work made the following selections: 

First, Louisiana 

Second, Oregon 

Th1rcl, New York 

Fourth, Iowa 

The Executive Secretary was asked to present his report which waa 

read and discussed at some length. ~ of the problems disoussed at 

later aeesiona were derived from this report which was adopted as read 

and the Executive Secretary was instructed to present it to the delegates 

aa prepared. 
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The treasurer•a report was read by the President and was approved. 

Due to the absence ot the treasurer, Vice-president !itagerald was desig­

nated to read this report before the convention. 

In connection with a discussion ot adult organizations ot the F.F.A. 

it was the sense of the meeting that the Board ot Trustees was opposed to 

suoh organizations at the present time. 

Jlr .• Rosa asked f'or permission to bring up two matters for consider-

ation at this time. He explained that he was revising a little book en­

titled. "Elementary Agriculture of Wyoming,." which he had written several 

) yea.rs ago and that he would like to displq the insignia of the F.F.A. 

in one or the chapters or this book as an illustration of an_ important 

aid to agri()'1lture. Permission was granted. Mr. Ross th~ expla~ned 

J 

) 

,_· __ )· 
. '· ~ 

that he had been t hinldng · ot p_reparing a short his~ory or the F.F.A. and 

publishing it at his own expense1 . the idea being to put out an inexpen­

sive little publieation to answer the thousands ot questions.coming in 
. . . . 

about the F.F.A. Permission ~s granted and the members expressed them. 

selws as being highly in f'aTor of' abrli auch an undertaking. 

It was suggested by the Adviser that State Advisers ~vies o£ 

Colorado $lld ottoeot Ariso:oa be invited to ooae to the Board ot Trustees 

11:9~ing i:r:t . o~~e~ to .. disou~~ certain problems which apparently were caua­

,~ d~tio~l~ __ wi~hin these State Asaociationa. The suggestion was un­

animously adopted. 

/ 
( 

1/ 
( 

·" 

'·· · 
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The following committee• in addition to the constitutional commit-

tees were decided upon: 

1. Radio 
2. Revision of Manual 
3. Chapter contest and State reports 
4. Public speaking contest 
5. Song contest 
s. Uniforms 
7. Resolutions 

It was agreed that matters pertaining to these activities should 

be referred to these committees as tar as possible and that suggestions 

should be made on the be.sis of Trustee aotion by the Board members on the 

) oommi ttee. 

It was agreed that suggestions should be made to oommittees ap-

pointed as follows~ 

Bomina:ting - That the committee interview persona whOse names had 

) been suggested as otticera prior to making up _the J:t.()mination slate. 

.. ) 

Chapter Contest - Keep prizes the same, derlee some means ot in­

creasing participation and oheok over the rules carefully in an attempt 

to imprne the set-up of this contest. 

State Report Form - Cheok items called tor on present form and 

make recommendations as to desirable changes_ and .inq>rovements. 

Public Speaking Contest - Check over rules and score sheet with 

a Tiew to recommending desirable cha.ngea; make aome provision of parti­

cipation by Hawaii and Puerto Rico and keep prizes the same. 

Radio - Devise way• and means ot · imJ?roving the present broad­

casts, continue financial aid to the States and get inoreased partioi-

pation both from performers and listeners • 
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) Program of Work 

) 

) 

. ) 

1. :&npbaaize rural fire prevention and participate in Fire Pre­

vention Week. 

2. ~basize Home Improvement. 

3. Have a national Father and Son Banquet night with appropriate 

programa. 

4. Encourage State Association Radio broadcasts. 

5. Veinbera coopei:ate in eradication of pests and noxious weeds. 

6. &.courage F.F.A. State and Sec'tional taire. 

1. Cooperate with Department or Agriculture and especially the AAA. 

a. Continue emphasis on conservation or natural resources. 

9. Continue national radio broadcasts. 

10. Continue present national contests and possibly add an essay 

contest. 

11. Get all States int·o the F.F.A. organization. (Only 2 to come in.) 

12. Encourage more F.F.A. camps. 

13. Set goal tor 100 percent State representation at Kansas City 

next tall. 

14. Publish a revised manual. 

15. Publish Proceedings or Sixth National Convention. 

11. Encourage more State publications. 

17. EZlootirage wider use ot official ceremonies at meetings • 
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Considerable time wa.a taken at thia point on the matter of the 

revfsed national F.F.A. constitution. Work on· this problem. ~,.had. been 

done at the spring meeting or the Board and the final dral't was ready 

to read and study. Atter hours of' work it was decided to submit the 

constitution to the delegates in the following form: 

CONSTITUTION 

Article I. HAllE AND PURPOSES OF THE ORGANIZATION 

Section A~ The riame or this organization shall be the Future Farm­
ers of America. llembers and local chapters are hereinafter reterred to 
as the F.F.A.•s. 

Seotion B. The purposes for which this organization is formed are 
as f'ollows: 

1. To develop competent, aggressive, rural and agricultural 
leadership. 

2. To strengthen the confidence of the f'arm boy in himself a.nd 
hia work. 

3. To create m0re interest in the intelligent ohoioe of farming 
occupations. 

4. To oreate and nurture a love of' countey li.fe. 
5. To improve the rural home and. its surroundings. 
6. To encourage cooperative e:ttort among students of vocational 

education in agriculture. 
T. To P.romote thritt among students ot vocational education in 

agriculture. 
8. To promOte an4 improve aoholarahip .• 
9. To encourage organized. reoreational activities among students 

of' vocational agriculture. 
10. To supplement the regular ays'tematic instruction offered to 

students ot vocational education in agriculture. 
11. To advance the oauae of vocational education in agriculture 

and in the public schools of the United States and its possessions. 

ARTICLE II. ORGANIZATION 

Section A• The FutUre Farmer a ot America is e. ·national organisation 
of affiliated State associations which are, in turn, composed of local 
chapters in schools having organized instruction in vocational .agriculture 
under the provisions ot ·the National Vocational Education Aota. 
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) Section B. Local chapters of Future Farmers of .America shall be 

) 

) 

established only in schools.where organized instruction in vooational 
agriculture is given under the provisions of the National Vocational 
Education Acta. 

Section c. Delegates from. local chapters ahall meet in State con­
vention~ organize.·adopt a State constitution not in conflict with the 
national constitution, elect of'tioers, set up a program ot work. and 
then apply to the National ~ecutive-Secretary tor membership in the 
national organization. Upon receipt of a char~er f'rom the national or­
ganization the State Association, its chapters, and the members thereof, 
will be recognized as members of' the Future Farmers of' America • 

.Article III. immmSHIP 

Section A. Membership in this organization shall be of three 
lcindai (1) Aotive; (2) Associate; (3) Honorary. 

S.Otlon B. Active membersh~. kD::f male student who is regularly 
enrolled in all-day;-aay:;nri;-or part-time vooational agriculi;ure class 
iii entitled to aotin membership in the Future Farmers of America organ­
ization upon receiving a najority vote ot the membere present at a:q 
regular chapter meeting. A ---r:·m.7 retain his active membership for 
three years after completing his systematic instruction in vocational 
agriculture and high school. 

Seotion c. 6!!22!!~ !B~!t!~:. Af'ter three.years active member­
ship· following the completion of hrs sjrstem.tio instruction in vocational 
agriculture, a member automatioa.lly becomes an associate member ot the 
FUture ~rs ot America.. Us¥ form.er male student of vocational agri­
culture •7 be elected to asaooiate membership upon receiving a. m&jority 
vote of the members present at ~ regular chapter meeting. 

Seotion D. !J~~t~ ~~!!!~:. Instruotora. school principals. 
auperiDtendents~ business men. tanners and others who are helping to ad­
v.nee vocational agriculture and the F.F.A. -.y be elected to honorary 
membership by a najority vote of the members present at ~ regular meet­
ing. 

Article IV •. :. KDLBERSHIP GRADES AND PRIVILEGES 

· $eot1m A. There shall be tour grades ot membership. baaed upon 
achievement. These grades are: (1) Green bandJ (2) Future FarmerJ (3) 
State Farmer; and (4) American Farmer. 
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Seotion B. Green Hand Degree. Qualifications for eleotion: 

1. Be regularly enrolled in a class in vocational agriculture. 
2. Possess facilities £or. a.nd h&.ve. a satisfactory program of 

supervised ~arming. 
3. Recite from memory the Creed of the Future Farmers ot .A.m.erioa.. 
4. Receive a majority vote of the meri:tbers present at ·a regular 

meeting of a. local chapter of Future Farmers of America. 

Section c. Future Fa.rm.er Degree. Qualifications for election: 

l. Completion of at least one year ot systematic instruction 
in vocational agriculture and membership in the F.F.A., 
with a satisfactory program of supervised fanning. 

2. F.arn and deposit in a bank, or otherwise productively in­
vest at lea.et $25. (Note: Any modification of (2) must 
be approved by the State adviser.) 

3. Be regularly enrolled in vocational agriculture with an 
amplified supervised farming program. 

4. Be tamili'1.r with the provi•tons ot the looal and State con­
stitutions of Future Farmers ot America. 

5. Be able to lead a group discussion tor ten minutes. 
6. Receive a majority vote ot 'the members pre•ent at a regular 

local chapter meeting ot Future Farmers of .America. 

Section D. State Farmer degree. Qualitioations tor eleotiona 

The qualifications for election are left to the various State aaso­
oiationa. The following qualifioationa are minimums: 

1• Satisfactory completion ot at least two years of S)"&tenatic 
instruction in vocational agriculture and membership in the 
F.F.A. with an outstanding supervised farming program. in 
operation. 

2. Pa.as aome occupational test supplied by the State statr. 
·3. Earn and deposit in a bank, or productiTely invest at least 

t200. (This my include the t25 saved while advanoing to the 
grade of Future Fa.rm.er. ) 

4. Be familiar with parliamentary prooeduro by ha'ri.ng held ot­
tioe in a looal chapter. or by having passed a aatistaotoey 
test in parliamen'tary prooedure. 

5. Be able to lead a group discussion tor 40 minutes. 
6. 11ake the school judging team. debating team, or some othei­

team representing the school. 
7. Show marked attaimnent in aoholarahip in all aohool subj eota. 
e. Possess qualities of leadership aa shown by having held re­

sponsible positions in conneci:ion with student and chapter 
a.otivitiea. 
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9. Each State shall be entitled to elect ten qualified individuals, 
but where the State membership exceeds 500, not more than 2 
percent of the total State membership "*Y be elected (~ractions 
counted to the nearest whole number). Written records of 
aohiewment verified by the local adviser shall be submitted to 
the State adviaer by the looal exeoutive committee at least one 
month prior to the State convention. The Adviaer will then re­
new the records and submit his findings to the State Executive 
committee. This committee will nominate at the regular State 
convention the candidates who have been round most wortlJ¥ to 
receive the ponor. Brieta ot these records shall then be read 
by a member of the Executive Committee when the students are 
nominated. The delegates shall then proceed to elect to the 
"Third degree" the number ot candidates to which the State ia 
entitled. 

Section E. American Farmer Degree. Qualifications tor election: 

1. Satisfactory membership tor at least three years in the F.F.A. 
2. Hold active membership and the degree of State Farmer tor at 

least 12 months preTious to the national convention at which 
nominated tor the American Farmer degree. 

3. Possess demonstrated ability to farm by having conduoted an • 
outstanding program of superTiaed farming throughou~ the per­
iod of vocational training and active membership in the F.F.A. 

4. Be engaged in a fanning occupation or have definite plans for 
becoming a farmer. 

5. Fa.rn and deposit in a bank, or otherwise productively invest 
at least $500. (In oaaee where the applicant had assisted in 
the aup_port of dependents, the amount so expended, in the 

. judgment of the National Board of Trustees, JtAy be oonaidered 
aa an investment.) 

6. Possess demonstrated ability to work with others b7 having 
participated in some agricultural cooperative enterprise or 
movement. 

1. Be recommended by the B'ational Board of Trustees and receive 
a majority vote of the delegates present at a National Conven­
tion of Future Farmers or America. 

8. Be in the upper third c;>f his ole.aa in scholarship during the 
period ot his instruction in school. 

Seotion F. Assooiate and honorart members shall not vote nor shall 
they hold any office except that ot Adviser in the State and local or­
ganizations, and that of Executive Secretary, Treasurer, and Adviser, in the 
Jia.tional organization. Exceptions to this provision are permitted during 
the first year of' a State association or chapter's existence. 
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Section G. Only members who have been elected to the degree of 
American Farmer are eligible to hold national office. One yea.r after t 
the State association baa been chartered all State officers shall have 
attained the State Fanner degree. Officers in the local chapters nmst 
not rank lower than the grade of Future Farmer after the organization 
has been established in any given school for one year or longer. 

Seotion H. Associate and honorary m.embers are eligible for elec­
tion to a'JJ1' degree provided they have done outstanding work in advancing 
vocational agriculture and the organization of Future Farmers· of America. 

Artiole V. OFFICERS 

Section A. The officers of the national organisation shall be a 
president. tour vice-presidents {one from each administrative region of 
the United States). secretary. exeoutive secretary. treasurer, and an ad­
viser. These officers shall perform the usual duties Of their .respective 
offices and shall constitute the Board ot Trustees of the national or­
ganization. They shall have full authority and control over the organ­
ization • . subject only to suoh regulations and by-laws as ra7 be adopted 
by the national organization of Future Farmers of .America. The otticers 
ot the national organi~ation shall be eleoted annually' by a ajority vote 
of the delegates at the annual Bational Convention, except .that the Na­
tional Adviser shall be the· Chief ot the Agricultural Education Service 
ot the Office of F,duoation, United States Department of the Interior, and 
the Executive Secretary shall be a member of that service. 

Section B. The ottio_•zra of the State Associations shall consist of 
a president, vice-presidents, eeoretary. treasurer. adviser and reporter. 
These State officers shall be elected annually by a majoriiiY-_ vote ot the 
delegates preaent at a regular State convention of Future Farmers of America. 

Section c. Officers of the local chapter shall be eleoted amma.117 
at a regular meeting of the local chapter. 

Artiole VI. MEETINGS. 

Seotion A. A convention of the national organization of Future Farmers 
of America shall be held annually. The time and p_lace shall be determined 
by- the National Board of Trustees. 

Section B. The several State conventions shall be held annually and 
at least 30 days prior to the meeting of the National convention of Future 
Farmers of .America at a time and place to be determined upon by the State 
Executive Committee. 
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Seetibn c. Local chapters shall hold their meetings monthly or 
more often throughout the calendar year. and at such time and place as 
may be decided upon by the Executive Conmd.ti;ee of the loca.l chapter. 

Section D. FAch State association is en•itled to two delegates to 
the National Convention. 

Section E. Each local chapter shall be entitled to two delegates 
to the State Convention. 

ARTICLE VII. ~ 

Section A. Active membership dues in the national organization shall 
be fixed by the National Board of Trustees on the basis ot a budget sub­
mitted by said Trustees and approved by a. majority vote or the delegates 
present at the National Convention of iUture Farmers of .America. 

Section B. llembership dues in State Associations shaiLl be tixed by 
the State Executive Committee. subject to approval by a majority vote 
of the delegates present at the State convention of Future Farmers of America. 

Section c. The dues ot any local chapter ·shall be fixe& by a :najority 
vote of the membership ot that oh.Apter. 

Article VIII. AMENDMENTS 

Section A. Amendments to the national constitution shall be submitted 
in writing by State Associations at an;y annual National Convention of Fu­
ture Farmers of America. These proposed amendments must be reviewed by the 
National Board of Trustees which shall. in turn, submit them to the dele­
gates in National Convention with recommendations. Auiendments -.y be ad­
opted by a two-thirds vote of the delegates present. 

Section B. By-laws my be adopted to tit the needs of 8.11¥ State A•­
sooiation, providing they are not in conflict with the State or national 
oonstitution. The national constitution may be the constitution tor all 
State Associations and local chapters. Flexibility nay be obtained through 
by-laws tor each State Association and local chapter. 

Article IX. INSIGNIA 

Section A. The insignia ot the Future Farmers of America shall be made 
up ot four symbols .... 1y. (1) the· plow. representing "1llage ot the soil, 
the basis ot modern agriculture; (2) the owl, representing wisdom; (3) the 
rising sun. representing progress; and (4) cross section of an ear of corn, 
representing common agricultural interests, einoe corn is native to America 
and is grown in every State. The insignia. shall carry the three letters 
"F.F.A." and shall be surmounted by an eagle with shield,, arrows, and olive 
branch. Insignia and emltlems shall be uniform. for all States. 
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Section. B. All active. associate and honorary members shall be en­
titled to wear the insignia. All •Green Hands' are entitled to wear e.. 
bronze emblem.. All "Future Farmers" are entitled to wear a gold emblem. 
All members elected to the degree ot State Farmer are entitled to wear a 
gold emblem, on a k91. All members. eleoted to the degree of .American 
Farmer are entitled to wear the gold insignia on a key. 

BY-IAWS 

I.. THE DUTUE OF THE NATIONAL OFFICERS 

A. The President. It shall be the duty of the president to preside 
over all meetings of the National Convention of' Future Farmers of America 
and over all meetings or the Ne:tional Board of Trustees. The president 
shall call one-meeting ot the national convention each year on such date 
and a.t such place as shall be fixed by a D.jority vote of the Board or 
Trustees. He shall call special meetings ot the national convention or 
ot the Board of Trustees when requested to do so by a majority vote of 

) the Boa.rd ot Trustees. The president shall appoint all committees and 
.,_ may ser'nkaa a.n ex-of'i'icio member of these committees. 

) 

B. Vice-Presidents. It shall be the duty ot the four vice-presidents. 
a.oting under the direotion or the president, to look after the welfare of 
the F.F.A. organization in the four administrative_regions of the country. 
In case the office of' president becomes -vacant b§8 tigination or otherwise. 
the first rice-president shall assume his duties. followed by the second,, 
third. and fourth vice-presidents in the order named. 

C. The Student Secretary. The student secretary shall perform tMi 
duties comm.on to such an office~ such as keeping an accura.te record ot the 
meetings ot the national convention and of the meetings of' the Board of 
Trustees, one copy of which ehall be given to the executin seorete.ry for 
the permanent tiles and one copy kept for hia own files. He shall perform 
such other duties as he is directed to perform by the executive secretary 
or by the Board ot Trustees. 

. D. The Executive Seoretary. The executive aocreta.ry shall act as 
a.gent of the llational Board ot Trustees. He shall issue charters to states 
when ordered to do so b7 the Boe.rd and shall act as publicity agent tor the 
organisation. He shall keep the permanent reoorda ot the organization and 
have records ot the membership and progress of the organization. He shall 
receive all reports trom the State associations and inform the llational 
Board of TrUsteea of a~ proceedings which appear to be in oontlict with 
the previsions of the national constitution. Re shall submit a budget ot 
proposed expenditures to the Board ot Trustees annually. He shall be in 
charge ot arrangements for the anm>el convention and -.y perform. such other 
duties &a may pertain ~o the furtherance of the organization. 

E. The Treasurer. The treasurer shall aot as custodian of the tunda 
ot the organization. oolleot national dues, keep an accurate record. of a.11 
receipts• bank deposi ta and disbursements. m.ld.ng an annua.l report on auoh 
m:tters at the national convention and such other supplementary reports aa 
re:y be directed by the Board or Trustees. He shall pay out of the treasury 
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such funds as are ordered paid by the Board of Trustees on checks counter­
signed by the president. Be shall furnish the Auditing Committee with an 
annual bank statement signed by an officer of the bank in which the funds 
are kept. He shall furnish a suitable bond, the amount to be fixed by the 
Board ot Trustees. 

F. The Adviser. The adviser is an ex-officio member ot all oonnit­
t~es. It is his duty to advise the board and committees on matters ot pol­
icy. and assist the national officers in oonduo'ting meetings and carrying 
out program.a. The adviser reviews all applications tor the American Farmer 
degree and prepares a brief of the qualitioations of the oandidatea to be 
submitted to the National Board of Trustees, with his recommendations. 

II. COOIITTEEB 

The president o:t the Future Farmers o:t America shall appoint three com­
mi ttees annually: The Nominating Committee; the Auditing COl!llllittee; and 
the Coimnittee on Program of Work. Other committees rrAy be appointed~ aa 
neoesaary. 

The !lominating Committee shall, after careful consideration o:t the 
Future Farmers of .America p~rsonnel. place in nomination the candidatea 
tor the various national office•. 

The Auditing Conmd.ttee aball audit the books of the treasurer~ 

The Committee onProgram of Work shall set up the annual objectives and 
goals of the national organizationand sugg~st ways and means of attaining 
them. 

III. REP<R TS TO THE NATIONAL EXEt:UTIVE SECRETARY 

:Each State Secretary shall submit the following information to the na­
tional executive secretary: 

1. A list ot the newly elected State of'ricers inmediately follow­
ing each State convention. 

2. A report on a.ey changes in or amendments to the State constitu­
tion and by-laws immediately following each State convention. 

3. A list of otfioiel State delegates to the national convention 
at ·lee.at two weeks prior to the convent.ion• 

4. An annual State association report on forms turnished by the na­
tional executive secretary. giving such data on status. activi­
ties, and progress as may be deemed advisable and called tor by 
the National B<>11rd or Truste~s. 

The F.F.A. year shall be July 1 to June so. 

.. --- ... - ... -.; --- - --
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IV. PROCEDURE FOR ELECTING NATIONAL OFFICERS 

A Nominating Committee, consisting of two members from each of the 
:tour administrative regions and on~ at large, shall study and review the 
qualifications of all members under oonaideration tor national office. 
This committee shall report during the national convention and the elec­
tion ot officers shall be by ballot with a majority vote of the delegates 
present. 

The president and the student secretary shall be eleoted f'rom the 
membership at large. but shall not be eleoted from the same administrative 
region tor two auocessive years. 

The eleotion ot vice-presidents shall follow a seniority oyole. The 
region trom which the second vice-president comes during the current year 
shall be entitled to be. a first vice-president the suooee~ing year and so 
on tor the other regions. 

V. PROCEDURE FOR ISSUING CHARTERS TO STATES 

States shall apply through the national executive secretary for a.£­
tillation w1 th the Future Farmers of America organization. using the form 
ppO'f'iled-• Sueh applications shall be signed by the president. secretary. 
and adviser. · < 

The following materials shall acco~ the application tor State 
charter: 

1. A copy ot the proposed constitution and by-laws. 
z. A copy of the annual State program ot work. 
3. A complete l:ist or looal chapters, with statement or active 

membership of ea.oh. · 
4. A list ot the State officers. with name. grade of membership, 

- and address of each. 
5. A check tor $5 to cover cost and engraving ot State charter. 

A charter shall be granted by the Bational Boa.rd ot Trustees upon 
such application, provided the proposed State constitution is not in oon­
flict With the_u.tio:nal constitution ot the Future Farm.era ot .America, suoh 
charter to be signed by the national president and by t~e national execu­
tive secretary~ 

The delegates at any annual national convention shall have the power 
to suspend suoh charter upon receipt or evidence ot infringement on the 
proviaiona ot the national constitution by the State Association. 
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VI. PROCEDURE FOR DETEmllNING STANDING OF STATE ASSOCIATIONS 
AND MELIBERS 

A State &asooiation shall be considered in good standing with the 
national organi~ation or Future Farmers of America when the following 
oonditiQns are met: 

l. All current annual national dues paid into the national 
treasury by the date specified by the National Board of 
Trustees. 

2. All reports submitted to the national executive secretary 
as requested. 

S. State constitution not in contlic't with the national con­
stitution in any of its provisions. 

An active member shall be considered in good standing when he at­
tends local chapter meetings with reasonable regularity, show• an inter­
est ~ and takes part in, the af'tairs or the chapter. and pays his dues 
regularly. 

It shall be 'the duty or the national executive secretary to report 
the standing of ea.oh State Association of F.F.A. to the National Board 
or Trustees at the annual convention. In case .any State Association is 
not in good standing for a periOd or 12 months, the delegate• in national 
convention shall have the power, upon recommendation ot the National 
Board or Trustees. to Withdraw or suspend the charter and re~se such 
State official representation at the annual National Convention. 'When 
and if such action is taken. the State Assoiiation in question and chap­
t-era thereof, shall be denied the regular privileges enj07ed by otfioial 
State associations and chapters. By meeting the requirements tor good 
standing a State Association may be reinstated at any time by a otion ot 
the Nation.al Board ot TruilBes. 

VII. PROCEDURE FOR CHOOSING CANDIDATES FOR THE AMERICAN 
FARMER DmREE 

l. State Associationa may submit one candidate tor the American 
Farmer degree for each 1000 members in the Sta.to Aasooiation, 
or ma.jor traction thereof. 

2. Election to the degree of American Farmer shall be from the 
dandidates at large. · · 

3. Not more than 75 candidates shall be elected to this degree 
annually. 

4. The National Board of Trustees shall formnlate annually a score 
oe.rd tor selecting the candidates tor the American Farmer de­
gree. Copies of the soore card shall be sent to e ach State ad­
viser at least three months prior to the meeting of the nation­
al convention. 

5. Applications for the American Farmer degree . shall . be forwarded 
by the State adviser to the national executive secretary at 
least th:trty days prior to the national convention or F.F.A. 

6. Neatly compiled applications must be submitted on the regulation 
forms poepared and distributed by the national executive secre­
tary and must be accompanied by complete accurate records on 
the supervised farming program of the candidate. 
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VIII. NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

There shall be a Nationa.l Advisory Council of the Future Farmers of 
America composed of tour State supervisors of agricultural education from 
the tour administrative regions. elected annually, and the national advis­
er who shall act as chairman of the Council. 

This National Advisory Council shall cooperate with and serTe in an 
advisory oapacity to the National Adviser ot the FQture Farmers ot America 
on the administrative direotion and supervision of the organization. 

The Ha11ma.l Advisory Council shall possess the power of approval at 
all times of the actions of the Board ot Trustees and delegates to the 
national con~ntion. 

IX. COLLEGIATE CHAPTERS 

Collegiate chapters of the FUture Farmers of .America may be organised 
in institutions reoognized under the proviaio~s of the National Vocational 
Education Acts. Such chapters ahi.ll be organized only tor the sole purpose 
ot training prospective teachers of vocational agriculture in their duties 
ae local advisers of Future Farmers of America. 

The general plans for collegiate chapter work .shall be developed by 
the National Board of Trustees but Jt&Y be approved. altered, and revised 

) by the delegates assembled in national convention. 

··3: 
' ....... .. 

All aotivitiea of collegiate chapters of Future Farmers of America and 
members thereof shall be in harmoD¥ with the purposes. principles. and 
ideals of the Future- Farmers of America organization. 

Collegiate chapters shall be chartered by and under the authority of 
State associations of Future Farmers of America in the States concerned. 

The training work of collegiate chapters shall be carried on with the 
regular_ equipment and paraphernalia of the Future Farmers of America. ex­
cept that :members of collegiate chapters who were not F.F.A. members in 
high school shall not be entitled to wear the regular insignia of the Fu­
ture Farmers of America. 

The emblem for collegiate chapter members shall be determined by the 
delegates in annual convention upon recommendation of the National Board 
of Trustees. 
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Complete briefs or the Massachusetts situation with regard to 

their connection with the national organization were distributed to the 

Board members. These briefs contained a complete account or all men-

tion in correspondence between the Massachusetts State office and the 

National Adviser and Executive Secretary since negotiations were start-

ed tor a charter. Board members were of the opinion that Massachusetts 

had not acted entirely in good faith on the girl question although they 

were well aware that the State Adviser felt all obligations ha.d been 

carried out. Board members reserved action until a later time. 

Af:ter due consideration, it was moved, seconded and carried, that 

the following matters be referred to the delegates without recommendations 

of the Board of Trustees: . 

1. Additional membership degrees other than Green Hand, Future 

Farmer. state Farmer and .American Farmer. 

2. District F.F.A. organizations. 

3. Specific action to be taken in connection with .violation of 

certain provisions or the national constitution by:Tthe Massa-

chuaetts Aasociation of F•F.A. 

4. Participation of Hawaii and Puerto Rico in the Public Speak­

ing Contest. 

5. Question of investing surplus funds of the F.F.A. so as to 

be aaf e and secure. 

6. Changes in contract prices for F.FJ.. merchandise. 
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Arter due consideration it was moved. seconded and carried. that 

the following actions be reoomnended to the delegates by the Board or 
Trustees: 

1. That the aotual transportation expenses of one delegate from 

each S~te be ppid from the 1934 budget in order to assist del-

egates in ma.king the trip to the 1934 convention in Kansas City. 

2. That the off'ioial F.F.A. flag salute be made by all members 

standing facing the flag with the right hand over the heart 

during the entire salute • 

3. That no action be taken on an official F.F.A. uniform at this 

time. 

4. That the present F.F.A. convention cap be me.de the official oap. 

5. That a song section be included in the revised manual. 

6. That no m.tional F.F.A. publication be undertaken until eoon-

omio conditions are better. 

7. That all Sta.te assooiations not conforming in every way with 

the new revised constitution within a year will not be oonsid-

ered in good standing and sha.11 be denied recognition and 

privileges of participating in any national F.F.A. event. 

8. That the national organization not &ooept any notes in payment 

of dues but in instances. where State dues have been paid in and 

banks holding the funds have failed. that the State not be de-

nied partioipation in national events except that American 

Farmers be nominated on the basis of dues actually paid in to 

the National treasury. 
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9. That a chapter be considered inaotive whenever the department 

of vocational agriculture of which it is a part is dropped and 

the school .no longer classed as a Smith-Hughes sohool. 

10. That national dues renain at 10¢ per member for 1934. 

11. That the section in the national constitution whioh provides 

for ma.le members be strictly enforced • 

12. That the extra day provided tor the convention this year be 

oontinued next year. 

The following budget prepared by the Executive-Secretary was p~e­

sented, discussed and aooepted with instruotions that the EEecutive Seo-

retary present the budget when oalled upon to do so by the President: 

Travel National O:ftioers •••••••••·••••••• 
Seventh National Convention ••• ~ •••••••••• 
Keys, .American Farmers ••••••••••••••••••• 
National Awards •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
General Printing ~ ••••••••••• ~ ••••• ~ •••••• 
Special Printing ••••••••••••••••••••~ ••• ~ 
National Radio •••••• ~ ••• •••••••••••••••• 
National Office •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Delegate expenses - Transportation ••••••• 

$1300.00 
700~00 
385.00 

1950~00 
50~00 

400.00 
650.00 
350.00 

3600.00 
t92a5.oo 

The Boe.rd ot Trustees went on record aa being strongly against the 

L. G. Balfour Co. dedudlng unoolleoted State F.F.A. accounts f'rom the roy• 

altiea __ being paid to the national organization and that this COJDP8.D'I' be 

asked to desist from so doing in the future. 

Bill• for payment were presented at this time and all bills pre-

aented were checked, approved and ordered paid by the Treasurer. It was 

moved and seconded and carried that the publicity expenses of the conven-

tion be limited to $75.oo. 

W. A. ROSS, Executive Secretary 

LEO PAULSEN, Student Secretary~ 


	FFAmins1933-11-17-001_page1
	FFAmins1933-11-17-002_page2
	FFAmins1933-11-17-003_page3
	FFAmins1933-11-17-004_page4
	FFAmins1933-11-17-005_page5
	FFAmins1933-11-17-006_page6
	FFAmins1933-11-17-007_page7
	FFAmins1933-11-17-008_page8
	FFAmins1933-11-17-009_page9
	FFAmins1933-11-17-010_page10
	FFAmins1933-11-17-011_page11
	FFAmins1933-11-17-012_page12
	FFAmins1933-11-17-013_page13
	FFAmins1933-11-17-014_page14
	FFAmins1933-11-17-015_page15
	FFAmins1933-11-17-016_page16
	FFAmins1933-11-17-017_page17
	FFAmins1933-11-17-018_page18
	FFAmins1933-11-17-019_page19
	FFAmins1933-11-17-020_page20
	FFAmins1933-11-17-021_page21

