








 In October 2010, IUPUI—and Indiana University—launched its most ambitious 
fundraising campaign yet. The goal: to raise $1.25 billion dollars by 2013.  Now with 
more than two-thirds of the money raised, the campus is on a bold philanthropic 
journey to reach—and exceed—the $1.25 billion mark. 
  Today, the School of Liberal Arts is advancing toward its goal of raising $4 
million in philanthropic dollars and $14 million in nongovernmental gifts and grants. 
We invite you to join us in Impact: The Campaign for IUPUI by making a gift to the 
department, program, scholarship, event, or initiative of your choice. When you do, 
your gift will serve the public good, supporting Liberal Arts’ commitment to student 
success, civic engagement initiatives, and urban public research emphasis.  
 Visit http://liberalarts.iupui.edu/giving  to learn more.

BRIGHT IDEAS IN BROAD RIPPLE 
CREATES LIBERAL ARTS SCHOLARSHIP

In 2011, a deserving Liberal Arts student will receive the first “Bright Ideas Scholarship” thanks to Bright Ideas 
in Broad Ripple, a woman-owned company which specializes in promotional products. Bright Ideas President 
Matt Middaugh says that the company decided to fund the scholarship because they believe in the value of a 
Liberal Arts education. Middaugh explains, “We believe that critical thinking and effective communication 
are important tools in today’s business world.” Key skills, Middaugh says, include “the ability to persuade, 
explain a complicated subject, find the most effective way to convey a new idea, and express thoughts clearly 
via electronic media.” Through the Bright Ideas Scholarship in Liberal Arts, his company is helping ensure that 
today’s students have what it takes to meet tomorrow’s business needs. 

Bright Ideas in Broad Ripple President Matt Middaugh (right) and intern/IUPUI 

student Stephanie RYAN hand–delivered the company’s donation to Liberal Arts 

Dean Bill Blomquist (left) and Associate Dean for Student Affairs Rick Ward.
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Together with two co–authors, 

Angenita Childs, B.A. English 2010, 

revisited a challenging past, 

wrote a book, and founded a 

multimedia publishing company—

all while an undergraduate.

 Revealing & Healing: 3 Women’s Stories of Survival 
(Lioness Vizions) chronicles the lives of Childs and friends 
Rasha Hoosier and Delina Hill-Brooker and their attempts to 
overcome abuse, teen pregnancy, and drug use.  
 Revealing & Healing weaves the women’s lives together, 
beginning with their childhoods, then moving into their teenage 
years, adulthood, and finally the progress they’ve made in 
resolving their personal conflicts, “the healing stage,” as Childs 
calls it. 
 As she worked on the book, Childs was also a full-time 
student, took care of her children, and had a part-time job. 
Stepping back into a classroom after a 10-year hiatus was very 
intimidating, but Childs says she embraced the challenge and 
was motivated to excel. While she kept the book secret, her 
education helped with the writing process. “I really looked 
[to my writing classes] to help me get my thoughts down, to 
make the story fluid,” she says. “I used a lot of the techniques 
I learned in my classes to help with the book and on top of that 
I used those skills to help the other two writers to be coherent 
and consistent.” Some of the writing originated in her Creative 
Nonfiction class, taught by Senior Lecturer Terry Kirts. 
 As the three authors allowed the past to resurface, they were 
able to encourage each other. “Having to deal with all the things 
that were buried—that was the biggest personal challenge for 

me,” Childs says. “I usually pushed things aside so I would not 
have to deal with it. In the end, it was really detrimental. Once 
I released all of that, I felt so much better. It was really hard 
facing it because once it’s on [paper] its real.” 
 The book was completed in August 2009 and the writers 
were faced with the challenge of getting their work out to the 
public. They took matters into their own hands and formed 
Lioness Vizions, a multimedia company. “Many people would 
think it would be hard to start your own publishing company, 
but it really wasn’t,” Childs explains. “Versus going with a vanity 
publisher, this was our best option because we got more bang 
for our buck.” 
 Childs and her co-authors are working to get the book to 
youth groups, prisons, and domestic abuse shelters. While she 
says the project was started to exorcise the past, as she wrote, 
she became aware young girls everywhere are encountering the 
same problems she faced. 
 Childs hopes she and her co-authors can reach out to those 
young girls and others experiencing similar situations. She 
stresses writing the book did not solve all of their problems, 
though. They all remain in various stages of healing. “I must say 
I have a ways to go before I am truly healed of my demons,” she 
says. “Happiness is attainable, but before anyone can be happy 
with the outside, they’ve got to be happy inside.”

WRITING BOOK WAS HEALING JOURNEY FOR NEW GRAD
BY Josh Flynn, BA English 2007

Many English majors talk about writing books after they graduate. Angenita Childs, a 2010 
Liberal Arts graduate with a B.A. in English, decided not to wait. This past May when she left 
IUPUI with a diploma, she also left with a published book.






