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Jndianapolis, Ind., Mareh 1, 1913,
31. BUNDESTURNFEST zu DENVER

25.-29. JUNI, 1913

A PROTEST AGAINST TEE PASSAGE OF HOUSE BILL 8141.

Be it known, that we, the Executive Cormittee
of the North American Gymnastic Union, an organization
with a membership of 40,0600 distributed among 250 local
branches in all parts of the United States, protest
against the passage of House Bill #8141, commonly known
as the Militia Pay Bill, or the Pepper Bill. We find
ourselves uwnable to endoree the sentiment forming the
basis of this Bill, for the following reasons, to wit:

l. It is entirely contrary to the spirit of
modern times and the growing sentiment that favors dis-
armament, or, at least, a reduction of military establish-
ments, and it is also contrary to the maintenance of
peace between nations by arbitration. As a nation, we
have, for some time, used every opportunity to proclaim
officially to the world our willingness to support all
intelligent efforts toward establishing universal peace
through a system of arbitration. We are of the opinion
that any further attempt to strengthen our military
force contradicts the seriousness of our declaration
in favor of peace and arbitration.

2. We hold that the increase of ounr military
force is not only unnecessary, but actually dangerous.
The geographical position of our country, and its rela-
tive strength on the American continent do not warrant
it. European nations are either surrounded by or other-
wise have as neighbors other nations of equal or super-
ior power, and the jealousy naturally existing between
them may, with more or less good reason, form at least
& plausible excuse for the constant strengthening of
their military forces. The situation is different on
the North American continent. Nobhody can seriously pre-
tend that the landing of a foreign army formidable enough
to endanger our country, will ever be possible, especial-
ly not after the completion of the Panams Canal; nor is
there the faintest probability that it will ever be at-
tempted. Equelly remote is the prob&hility that we shall ever
have - to defend outselves against our neighbors on the
Nortk or South. So dominant is our position on this con-



tinent that there is not even a distant likelihood

0f a war either with our meighbors or with a more ‘
distant netion unless, indeed, we shall ourselves be

the agressors. For the protection of our Southern

border against invaeion,by hands of soldiers or rebels,
our present military force is amply sufficient, while
with greater readiness for war it will be so much easier
for a spirit of jingoism, or for a class of people likely
to profit by military activity, to influence the minds
of the people and té plunge our Nation reclklessly into

a war of agression.

We are absolutely unable to see either a
necessity or any usefulness in an increase of the
burdens of militarism to the people of the United
States, but we can see clearly the usefulness and the
desirability of it to certain classes and interests.

We need not assert our patriotism. The
history of thre llorth Americen Gymnastic Union, especially
during the period@ of our Civil wer, furnishes proof of
it. We believe that the welfare and happiness of nations
can be better sdvanced by efforts to establish social
and national justice and international peace, than by
preparing for war.

The Executive Committee of the

lorth American Gymnastic Union.

Theo. Stempfel, President.

Peter Scherer, Secretary.
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An Hand am 10. Februvar

Bundesbeitrage:
Turnbezirl

"

Ausserordentliche Kopfsteuer:

BERICHT DES SCEHATZMEISTERS

vom 10. Februar bis zum 1. Mdrz 19

Einnahmen:

New York - - - - = - - 400.00
Oberer Mississippi - - 369.82

£

Turnverein Brooklyn, E.D. - - - -

"n

Aufnahmegebiihr:

100.00
Wew Brunswiclk, . J. - 10.00

LF

Turnverein Canton, Ohio - - - - - $ 3.00

Diplome:

Tarnvercin Turnertreu, Staunton - § ¥ 00

Noten:
Rudolph L.

<=

Bravn, Rochester, N. Y. 80.00

C. S. Knapp, Chiecego, Ill, - - - - 5.00

Express und Telegrarme - - - - - - = = = - - - = &

85.00

Ausgaben:

Technischer AusschugSs - = = = = == = = = = = =

Drucksachen - -

Turnerpost - - = = = = = = = = — - = =« - - - - =
Unterstiitzung der Turnzeitung - - - - - = - - -

Porto - = - = =

N L i R et e . PR N e S ey < g o =

Kleinere Ausgaben - - = - = = = = = = - = - - =

Bleibt an Hand am 1. Marz 1913
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Vouchers:

American Express Co. - = - = - = $
Walther Printing House - - - - -
The Cheltenham-Aetna Yress - - -
Unéerwood Typewriter Cos - - - -

13.

769.82

110.00
3.00

7.00

2.10
27.25
9.22
75.00
60.00
10.00
200.00

13.85

#estern Union Telegreph Co. - - 90
Ernst A. Weier - - - - - - - - - 75.00
Teter Scherer - - - - - - - - - 66.67
¥. Steichmann - - - - = - - - - 83.33

o O o R R S 10.00
Eugen Mueller - - - - - - - - - 25.00
G, H. Westing - - - - - - - - - 25,00
W. A. Stecher - - - - - - - - - 25.00
Freidenker Publishing Co. - - - 378

”n 1" "

$1429.70

974.82

o

$ 397.42
- 2007.10
32404.52



