


OFFlCIAL MINUTES 
nf the 

THIRTY~NINTI-! C(ONVENTION 
(f the 

AMERICAN TURNERS 

Held at Moline Turners - Moline3 Illinois 
June 25, 1942, to June 27, 1942 

First Session-Thursday Evening 
June 25, 1942 

Following an excellent short concert 
given by the Davenport Central Turners 
Concert Orchestra, the Thirty-Ninth Na­
tional Convention of the American Turners 
was called to order at 9: 00 P. M. in the 
spacious gymnasium of the Moline Turners 
by Turner Raymond Ross, President of the 
l\f oline Turners. President Ross cordially 
welcomed the delegates on behalf of the 
host society and assured them that the 
Moline Turners would do everything pos­
sible to make this convention a success. 

President Ross then introduced A. Henry 
Arp, Mayor of the City of Moline, who 
called attention to the splendid work being 
done by the Turners in the vicinity of 
Moline in the development of a sound 
mind in a sound body and expressed a sin­
cere welcome to the delegates who had come 
to this convention from long distances and 
assured them that the officials of Moline 
would do everything possible for the dele­
gates to make their stay in Moline a pleas­
ant one. 

At this point President Ross introduced 
Mrs. Bertha Eisele, President of the Ladies 
Auxiliary of the American Turners, and 
Mrs. Mathilda Fensterbusch, President of 
the Ladies Au'Siliary of the Moline Turn­
ers who welcomed the visitors on behalf of 
the Ladies Auxiliary of the Moline Turners 
and made important announcements re­
lating to the 12th National Convention of 
the Ladies Auxiliary of the American 
Turners to be convened on Friday morn­
ing, June 26, 1942. 

President Ross next introduced the Mo­
line Turner Glee Club under the direction 
of Mrs. Charlotte Anderson, who pleased 
the audience with the following well ren­
dered songs: Jolly Roger, Stout Hearted 
Men, and Keep on Smiling. 

President Ross then introduced the 
Ladies Choir of the Moline Turners who, 
under the direction of Mr. Herbert Reid, 
entertained the delegates with the follow­
ing beautifully rendered songs: The An­
niversary Waltz, By the Waters of Min­
netonka, and The Three Little Pigs. 

President Ross now introduced the fol­
lowing among the distinguished Turners 



who were pre ent: Emil Burzlaff, retiring 
President of the Upper Mississippi District; 
Lester Dau, incoming President of the 
Upper Mississippi District; Dr. Carl B. 
Sputh, Past President and long an active 
worker in and on behalf of the Normal 
College; Emil Pletz, National Secretary 
of the American Turners. 

President Ross then introduced President 
Weideman who introduced the 82 year old 
veteran Richard Turnt and the hard work­
ing past National Secretary, William Voel­
ker, who held that post for 14 years prior 
to the present incumbent Emil Pletz. 

President Weideman then delivered a 
stirring address in which he pointed out 
that the physical deficiencies in our young 
men which the present National Emerg­
ency has brought to light, indicate an un­
questionable need for an extension of the 
Turner system of Physical Education which 
is, in fact being presently adopted by the 
Army and Navy. President Weideman 
further urged that we exert every possible 
effort for success in the contest for survival 
in which we are involved and stressed the 
fact that the principles for which we are 
fighting are the same as the fundamental 
Turner Principles which Turners have 
been supporting since the inception of 
the Turner Movement. 

President Weideman then briefly re­
viewed the progress made during the period 
of stewardship under the present National 
Executive Committee. President Weideman 
stated that he would submit his official 
Annual Report to the onvention at the 
Friday morning session. 

President Weideman then appointed 
Delegates Chas. Eichin, Karl Hartig, Ed. 
Groth, Al Keim, l\Iarshall Troester, Wm. 
Kramer, Sr., Charles R. Weber, and J. J. 
Zimmerman to serve as a Committee on 
Credentials and to prepare the assignments 
for the Committees of the Convention and 
asked that this Committee have its report 
ready for the opening of the Friday Morn­
ing session of the Convention which, he 

announced, would commence promptly at 
9:00 A. l\I. 

Hereupon President Ross of the Moline 
Turners thanked President Weideman and 
the other speakers for their addresses and 
announced that the dance music had been 
provided for the balance of the eveningi 
which he invited the delegates to enjoy 
and declared the opening gathering officially 
adjourned at 10:00 P. M. 

Second Session 
June 26, 1942 

This session was called to order at 9: 45 
A. M. by President Weideman who im­
mediately called for the Report of the 
Committee on Credentials. 

This Report was submitted by Chas. 
Eichin, Chairman of the Credentials Com­
mittee, as follows: 

Report of the Credentials Committee 

To the 39th Convention 
of the American Turners 

Greetings: 
We hereby submit our report including 

data covering the Federal Votes, attendance 
and names of delegates and alternates of 
the several districts. 
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The total number of Districts in the 
American Turners is 18. 

The total number of Federal Vote in 
the American Turners is 190. 

The total number of Districts repre-
ented is 12. The total number of Federal 

\ otes represented at the convention is 182. 
The number of delegates present as indi­
cated in the credentials is 84, representing 
the 182 Federal Votes, and the total num­
ber of alternates present is 8. 

In accordance with the above, the num­
ber of votes to which the Districts are en-



titled at this Convention and the delegates 
and alternates listed on the credentials re­
ceived and present at the Convention are 
as follows: 

District Votes 

New York .................. 9 
Indiana ...................... 18 
New England .............. 20 
Illinois ........................ 14 
St. Louis ...................... 8 
Lake Erie .................... 32 
Western N. Y ............. 10 
Middle Atlantic.......... 9 
Wisconsin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Pittsburgh .................. 27 
New Jersey ................ 0 
Kansas Missouri... ..... 2 
South Central............ 0 
Minnesota . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 0 
Upper Mississippi.. ... . 28 
Middle Pacific.......... .. 0 
Nor th Pacific.............. 0 
Southern California .... 0 

Totals .......... .... 182 

D el. Altern. 

2 0 
7 0 
1 0 

12 0 
5 0 

12 0 
2 0 
1 0 
4 0 
8 0 
0 0 
2 0 
0 0 
0 0 

28 8 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

84 8 

The names of the delegates and alter­
nates present and registered from the Dis­
tricts are as follows: 

NEW YORK: Louis Cullman, Robert 
Stahl. 

INDIANA: Dr. Carl B. Sputh, Jos. 
Weismueller, Wm. Bade, Jr., Curt Toll, 
Waldemar E. Eickhoff, Kenneth Koegel, Ed. 
Groth. 

NEW ENGLAND: Julius A. Laffert. 

ILLINOIS: Frank J. Berndt, Chas. 
Eichin, Jos. A. Strohmeyer, David Zweifel, 
Howard C. Potthoff, Walter T. Meissner, 
Theo. A. Gross, Al. W. Rayner, Chas. R. 
Weber, Chas. Apel, Wm. Modrow, Louis 
0. Greiner. 

ST. LOUIS: Eugene C. Stifel, Dr. P. 1\l. 
Grueb, August Driemeyer, Ed. L. Hohen­
stein, Bruno Sendlein. 

LAKE ERIE: Carl F. Hein , Jos. J. 
Zimmerman, Henry Ruthenberg, Arthur 
Bauck, Mrs. Therese Pletz, Helmuth Hoh­
man, Bruno Uhl, Arthur J. Burnett, Ed­
mund D. Keppner, Norman M. Powers, 
Herman Eisele, Marshall F. Troester. 

WESTERN NEW YORK: Louis F. 
Szeles, Fritz Nicke. 

MIDDLE ATLANTIC: Karl Hartig 
(by proxy). 

WISCONSIN: Fred L. Bartels, Wm. H. 
Beutel, Edw. Raeuber, Anthony King. 

PITTSBURGH: Wm. J. Kramer, Sr. , 
Wm. Voelker, Fritz John, Richard Turnt, 
P. E. Phillips, Oscar Simmen, A. H. Nie­
haus, Andreas Kohary. 

KANSAS-MISSOURI: A. F. Goetz, 
Wm. J. Weber. 

UPPER MISSISSIPPI: Emil Burzlaff, 
Geo. Frick, Al M. Keim, Dave Henschen , 
Frank Boyler, Reinhard J. Wagner, John 
H. Mohr, Gus Rohwer, Bernard Wahe, 
John C. Goettig, John F. Schroeder, Harry 
Warnken, Arthur Hamann, Wencil Dlouhy, 
Herbert Klier, Wm. M. Klier, Francis J. 
Wood, Siewert Struck, Fritz Degen, Art 
Kneberg, Ray Ross, Edw. Bresler, Ray 
Huth, Vern Thorngren, Harry Erickson, 
Frank Jenkins, Ray DePorter, Theo Sten­
ger. Alternates: Harry Best, Ruel Pitcher, 
Carl Mueller, Wm. Greiner, Walter Ebel­
ing, Fred Nussbaum, Al Fensterbush,· Fred 
Bifano. 

In addition to the above delegates and 
alternates, the following members of the 
National Executive Committee are present: 
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Carl M. Weideman, President ; Emil L. 
Pletz, Sceretary ; A. H. Wilson, Treasurer ; 
Geo. M. Heeschen, National Technical 
Chairman, and Wm. Ludwig, Normal Col­
lege. 

Regional members present: Julius Laf­
fert , Region 2; Edw. Groth, Region 4; 
Louis 0. Greiner, Region 6 ; E. L. Rohen-



stein, Region 7; and Lester H. Dau, Re­
gion 8. 

Respectfully submitted with Turner 
Greetings, 

Chas. Eichin, Chairman 
Karl Hartig, Secretary 
Edw. Groth 
Al Keim 
Marshall Troester 
Wm. Kramer, Sr. 
Chas. R. Weber 
J. J. Zimmermann 

A motion was made and seconded to 
accept the report of the Credentials Com­
mittee subject to such minor corrections in 
names of delegates as may be necessary. 
This motion was carried. 

(Secretary s Note: Prior to the Con­
vention the Middle Atlantic District had 
expected to be represented by proxy given 
to a Turner from another District. This 
Turner found it impossible to attend the 
convention and prior to the third session 
of the Convention the Middle Atlantic 
District, by its President, Wm. A. Nicolai, 
wired to the Convention that it desired to 
be represented by Karl Hartig from the 
Kansas Missouri District. Turner Hartig 
indicated his willingness to serve as proxy 
for the Middle Atlantic District and the 
Report of the Credentials Committee as 
printed above has been modified to include 
this proxy representation of the Middle 
Atlantic District, all as per the instructions 
of the Convention. (See minutes of Third 
Session for record of action by the Con­
vention.) 

Turner · Eichin then stated that, in ac­
cordance with instructions, his Committee 
had prepared a list of Committee assign­
ments based on the preferences indicated 
on the Credentials submitted by the Dis­
tricts. President Weideman asked Turner 
Eichin to proceed to submit this additional 
Report, which he did as follows: -

Report of Credentials Committee on 
Committee Assignments 

To the 39th Convention 
of the American Turners 

Greetings: 

This Committee, consisting of Ed. Groth 
Al Keim, Chas. Eichin, Karl Hartig, Mar­
shall Troester, Wm. Kramer, Sr., Chas. 
Weber, Jos. J. Zimmermann, organized · 
with Chas. Eichin as Chairman and Chas. 
Weber as Secretary. 

The Committee has prepared a list of 
assignments of the registered Turners to 
the various Committees of the Conven­
tion compiled from the preferences indi­
cated on the credentials submitted by the 
District Officers, these assignments being 
as follows: 

Committee on National A ff airs: Louis 
Cullman, Ed. Groth, Julius A. Laffert, 
*Frank J. Berndt, Walter T. Meissner, Ed. 
L. Hohenstein, J. J. Zimmermann, Arthur 
J. Burnett, Henry Ruthenberg, Marshall 
F. Troester, August Driemeyer, Edw. 
Raeuber, Anthony King, Wm. J. Kramer, 
Sr., Wm. Voelker, A. H. Niehaus, Karl 
Hartig, Emil Burzlaff, Geo. Frick, Al. M. 
Keim, Frank Boyler, Carl Mueller, Gus 
Rohwer, Wencil Dlouhy, Edw. Bresler, 
Vern Thorngren, Eugene C. Stifel, Carl 

1. Weideman, ex-officio. 

Committee on Physical Education: Rob­
ert Stahl, *Jos. Weismueller, Wm. Bade, Jr.; 
Curt Toll, Theo. A. Gross, Wm. Modrow, 
Karl Hartig, Dr. P. M. Grueb, Helmuth 
C. Hohman, Bruno Uhl, Arthur Bauck, 
Mrs. Therese Pletz, Louis F. Szeles, How­
ard C. Potthoff, Fritz Nicke, Wm. H. Beu­
tel, Matthew P. Jacobson, Wm. Greiner, 
Walter Ebeling, John C. Goettig, Bruno 
Sendlein, Fritz John, Oscar N. Simmen, 
Dave Henschen, Reinhard J. Wagner, John 
H. Mohr, Fred Bifano, John F. Schroeder, 
Harry Warnken, Herbert Klier, Wm. M. 
Klier, Ray Huth, Ray DePorter, Carl F. 
Hein, Geo. M. Heeschen, ex officio. 
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Committee on Cultural Education: *Wal­
demar E. Eickhoff, David Zweifel, Edmund 
D. Keppner, Norman M. Powers, Fred L. 
Bartels, Andreas Kohary, Francis J. Wood, 
Fritz Degen. 

Finance Committee: Al W. Rayner, *Ed. 
L. Hohenstein, Paul E. Phillips, Harry Best, 
Ruel Pitcher, Ted. Stenger, Arthur Ha­
mann, Art. Kneberg, Harry Erickson A.H. 
Wilson, ex offido. 

Committee on Normal College: Dr. Carl 
B. Sputh, Chas. R. Weber, Wm. J. Weber, 
*L. 0. Greiner, Carl F. Hein, Curt Toll, 
Marshall Troester, Wm. Ludwig, ex officio. 

C ommitee on National Publication and 
Publicity: Kenneth Koegel, Jos. A. Stroh­
meyer, Richard Turnt, A. F. Goetz, *Ber­
nard Wahe, Chas. Eichin, Fred Nussbaum, 
Emil Pletz, ex officio. 

Committee on Platform, Statutes and 
Grievances: Chas. Apel, Herman Eisele, 
*Marshall F. Troester, Ray Ross, Eugene 
C. Stifel. 

Youth Movement Committee: Bruno 
Sendlein, Siewert Struck, Frank Jenkins, 
Geo. Heeschen, ex officio. 

Respectfully submitted with Turner 
Greetings, 

Chas. Eichin, Chairman 
Chas. R. Weber, Secretary 

Ed. Groth 
Al Keim 
Karl Hartig 
Marshall F. Troester 
W. Kramer, Sr.. 
J. J. Zimmermann 

President Weideman suggested that any 
additions to or alterations in this report , 
which seemed to the individual delegates 
to be necessary, be adjusted directly with 
the Chairman Eichin and ordered the report 
on Committees adopted subject to such 
corrections. 

(Secretary's Note: The few minor al­
terations made in this report have been 
incorporated in the report as printed 
above). 

The following instructions relating to 
the procedure in committees were included 
as a part of the data submitted to the com­
mittees: 

Instructions for Procedure in 
Committees 

The Committee is to be called to order 
by the delegate marked with an asterisk 
on each list, and the Committee will then 
organize by electing its Chairman and Sec­
retary. 

The attendance at the meetings of the 
Committees is to be limited to registered 
Turners and only those Turners listed as 
delegates by the Credentials Committee are 
to bt entitled to vote in Committee sessions. 

Members of the National Executive Com­
mittee present are authorized to serve as ex­
officio members (without vote) of those 
committees most closely associated with 
their activity, on the National Executive 
Committee. 
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The first duty of each Committee shall 
be to inspect the resolutions submitted to 
it and return to the officers of the conven­
tion any resolution which, in its best judg­
ment, does not come under its jurisdiction. 

Committees must consider all resolutions 
properly submitted to them; but the Com­
mittee Report to the Convention shall in­
clude only those recommendations favor­
ably acted upon by the Committee. 

The Committee reports ordinarily should 
not state the source from which resolutions 
were obtained and should not recite the 
parliamentary procedure by which their 
conclusions were reached. The report should. 
only indicate the conclusions of the Com­
mittee in numbered paragraphs as in the 
proceedings of the last convention. 



Proposed amendments to the Principles 
and tatutes, if any, and minority reports 
should not be included in the main report 
of the committee but should each be sub­
mitted in a separate report. 

Committee reports must list all the 
names of deleoates who atte d the meet­
ings of the Committee. 

Committee reports must be signed by 
the Chairman and Secretary of the Com­
mittee. 

All reports of the Committee must be 
made in four copies, three copies to be 
delivered to the Chairman of the Conven­
tion, and one copy to be held by the 
Chairman or Secretary of the Committee 
until the final report as amended, if neces­
sary, is disposed of by the Convention. 

The Committee Reports will be called 
for in such order as the Chairman of the 
Convention may determine. 

After the conclusion of the report of the 
Credentials Committee, President Weide­
man ordered that the delegates listed in 
the Report of the Credentials Committee 
would comprise the duly accredited dele­
gates of the Convention and declared the 
delegates seated and ordered that the first 
order of business of the onvention would 
be the election of a Permanent Chairman 
of the Convention. 

Hereupon Turner Zimmerman from the 
Lake Erie District nominated Dr. Carl B. 
Sputh of the Indiana District for the office 
of Permanent Chairman of the Convention. 
This nomination was seconded by delegates 
from the New Yark District, Upper Miss­
issippi District and others and there being 
no further nominations, Dr. Sputh was de­
clared elected Permanent Chairman of the 
Convention by the usual parliamentary 
procedure. 

Dr. Sputh thanked the Convention for 
the honor conferred upon him and stated 
that this convention had an opportunity to 
contribute substantially to the development 
of physical fitness of the people of this 

country and urged all of the dele0 ates to do 
their share to advance this program and 
stated that he would do everything possible 
to expedite the deliberations of the Con­
vention. 

Chairman Sputh then called for nomina­
tions for Vice Chairman of the Convention, 
whereupon Frank J. Berndt of the Illinois 
District was nominated and unanimously 
elected Vice Chairman. 

The Chairman then called for nomina­
tions for Secretary of the Convention 
whereupon Herman Eisele of the Lake Erie 
District was nominated and there being no 
further nominations, was elected Secretary 
of the Convention. 

The Chairman then called for nomina­
tions for Assistant Secretary of the Con­
vention , and Robert Stahl of the New 
York District and Karl Hartig of the 
l ansas-1\Iissouri District were nominated. 
Turner Stahl then declined the nomination 
and duly moved the unanimous election of 
Turner Hartig as Assistant Secretary, which 
motion was unanimously carried. 

Chairman Sputh then suggested that the 
Convention, in accordance with its usual 
custom elect one or more honorary chair­
men as a recognition for past services to 
the American Turners. In response to this 
ugge ti on, the following Turners were 

nominated: Dave Henschen of the Upper 
l\1ississippi District, Curt Toll of the In­
diana District, and Wm. Voelker of the 
Pittsburgh District. Turner Sputh handed 
the gavel to Vice Chairman Berndt who 
entertained a motion to elect the three 
Turners as Honorary Chairmen of the 
Convention. This motion was seconded 
and enthusiastically carried. These Hon­
orary Chairmen were escorted to the head 
table by two delegates each from their re-

6 

pective Districts and given an enthusiastic 
Turner applause. 

The Convention Secretary then read the 
following telegram: 
"National Convention, American Turners, 
c/o Moline Turners: 



"I deeply regret that the state of my 
health will not permit me to attend this 
convention but I will be with you in thought 
throughout your deliberations. May your 
actions be guided by the Turner spirit 
which has sustained our great organization 
throughout the years and may you enjoy 
the pleasures of Turner comradeship to the 
fullest extent. 

Leo M. Rappaport. " 

This telegram was received with ap­
plause. 

At this point Chairman Sputh asked the 
delegates to rise in silent respect in the 
memory of the Turners who had passed to 
the great beyond since the last Convention. 

Chairman Sputh then asked Secretary 
Pletz to lead the delegates in the singing 
of the first verse of the National Anthem. 

The Chairman then declared that the 
Convention was ready to receive the Annual 
Report of President Weideman which he 
read from a printed copy and which he am-' 
plified by supplementary explanatory com­
ments as he went along, and which was 
received with enthusiastic applause. The 
printed portion of his address was as 
follows: 

Message of the President 

To the 39th Convention of the American 
Turners at Moline, Illinois-I wish you a 
hearty Turner welcome. 

Since making my last annual report, we 
find our nation again in a state of war. 
Our nation now being committed to indi­
vidually engage in this war effort by an Act 
of Congress and a declaration by the Presi­
dent of the United States, our duty now is 
to serve our country in the best possible 
manner, and in those places where we can 
do the most good so that our cause will 
prevail. Our entire effort should be turned 
toward maintaining and protecting the lib­
erty, freedom and democracy which we 
enjoy in these United States and which 
have a peculiar meaning and sacredness 

to all Turners. It is our duty to aid our 
country in its complete war effort. Indi­
viduals and societies, wherever possible, 
should buy War Savings Bonds and War 
Stamps, and aid in such other charities as 
the Red Cross, the U. S. 0., and other 
relief projects as are directed to war relief 
efforts. 

Our records indicate that more than 700 
Turners are in the armed forces of the 
United States and many more are enlisting 
and being inducted daily. Many thousands 
of our members being skilled in the arts 
and trades and mechanical lines are actively 
engaged in war production work. We be­
lieve that the percentage of Turner mem­
bers in the armed forces and engaged in 
defense work is a larger percentage than is 
reflected in the information as a whole. 
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From reports that I have received from 
the various societies a very, very small 
percentage of Turners are being rejected 
for physical disability. Out of twenty-one 
enlisted or conscripted from one small so­
ciety the whole twenty-one were accepted. 
Of coursei that record will be hard to 
duplicate. The percentage of rejections in 
this present war is greater than the rejec­
tions in the World War I. However, we 
feel that when our statistics are finally 
tabulated, that the Turner rejections will 
still be at a minimum as they were in the 
last war. The Turner system of physical 
training has been well recognized in the 
present emergency, and the system of mass 
instruction in use in our gymnasiums is 
being adopted by the Army and Navy, and 
also the public. We have been trying for 
the past year to make America "health­
conscious," and to avail themselves of some 
sort of physical exercise, but after traveling 
in most of the sections of America an 
analysis of the results obtained and the 
number of people participating in physical 
education, in our opinion, shows that the 
citizens of our country today would only be 
willing to engage in physical exercise when 
it is imposed upon them by an order of 
government; or after years of education. 



America seems too intent upon making 
money and enjoying the things in life that 
are easy to do, and are too lazy to do those 
things which require effort. We hope the 
tremendous success that we have had in 
inventing and developing devices to make 
life more livable will not result in our 
physical and spiritual decadence as is fol­
lowed in every nation of the World which 
had reached the peak of attainment. Amer­
ica must start to consider today how she 
will hold her eminent position in the World 
affairs, and how she can keep the nation 
physically fit to maintain that position. 

Executive Committee for the payment of 
the accumulated past due taxes have been 
making payments regularly. 

We urge all Turners to support the 
Normal College of the American Gymna­
stic Union of Indiana University, and 
to send and recommend young men and 
women to this college who are inter­
ested in physical education. We urge each 
society and district to take advantage of 
the free scholarships which are offered each 
year by the American Turners. 

Our membership for the year is greater 
than it was for the preceding year, which is 

The National Executive Commitee has remarkable, we think, in view of our 
met regularly and attempted to handle your present times and conditions. 
business to the best of its ability. Custom 
has decreed that the location of the Na- Certain societies have been dropped or 
tional Executive Committee be changed have resigned from our organization. Many 
from time to time. The present National of these have been inactive or on the ragged 
Executive Committee is offering at this edge for years, and it is just another step 
time to relinquish its leadership at the will in cleaning up our books. 
of the convention. There has been discus- The war effort is taking from us many 
sion as to whether or not national tourna- of the best teachers and will undoubtedly 
ments will be held during the duration. handicap some of our societies. Our gym­
That is for the convention to decide. nastic work in some of our societies will 

We are pleased to report that the finances be handicapped. However, special interest 
of the American Turners are in better con- should be made to train group leaders to 
dition than at any time since the Committee continue the work where our instructors 
was placed in charge of the present Na- join the armed forces. 
tional Executive Committee. The obliga- · Due to the lack of scholars our summer 
tion to Turner Steinhauser, who formerly training course for leaders was postponed 
published the American Turner magazine, by the Na~ional Executive Committee for 
has been paid in full. The indebtedness of this year. Whether or not a leader course 
of the National Executive Committee to will be held next year will be determined as 
the Normal College, which was incurred conditions develop. It might be that the 

,prior to the merger with Indiana Uni- solution will be the employment of a travel­
versity, has been cancelled. We owe a vote ing instructor who can also act as Executive 
of thanks to the Board of Trustees of the Secretary. 
Normal College of the American Gymnastic The National Executive Committee has 
Union for their magnanimous gesture and discussed whether or not the adoption of an 
action to aid in the perpetuation of Turner- insurance plan offering sick and death bene­
ism in America. fits would increase our membership. Simi-

The card system of collecting the na- lar organizations have insurance plans 
tional per capita tax, adopted at Elkhart which in their cases seem to help their 
Lake, is working successfully, and does not membership. Whether or not it would help 
allow for the accumulation of unpaid per the American Turners is a subject for de­
capita tax. Those societies which entered bate, and we present this for your consid­
in a note agreement with the National eration at the Convention. 
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Our Publication Committee is to be com­
mended on the splendid effort it has put 
forth in the publication of Turner Topics 
and ask each and every one of you to in­
crease its circulation in your own society. 
We have not been getting the support we 
deserve in the circulation of Turner Topics. 
All of you here have been very lax in your 
support of our national magazine. The 
Jahn Fund is to be congratulated upon its 
support of the Turner Topics and we appre­
ciate very much its continued interest in 
Turnerism in America. Without the sup­
port of the Jahn Fund, the Turner Topics 
would be in bad financial condition. 

I offer my sincere thanks to our District 
Officers, our Regional members of the Na­
tional Executive Committee, and other 
Turners who have contributed so freely of 
their time and efforts to help our cause. 

It has been brought to our attention that 
the Turners should contribute as an organi­
zation to one of the charitable war efforts, 
and it has been suggested that our entire 
membership be solicited for contribution to 
the purchase of an ambulance for the use 
of the Red Cross in the name of the Amer­
ican Turners, and those now in the military 
forces of the United States. 

In conclusion, we propose the following: 

1-The employment of a full time execu­
tive secretary. 

2-To solicit our entire membership for a 
contribution to purchase a Red Cross 
Ambulance in the name of American 
Turners now in military service. 

3-That all national tournaments be called 
off for the duration. 

4-That each American Turner, when pos­
sible, make a pledge to buy United 

tates War Savings Bonds up to ten 
per cent of his earnings. 

With Turner Greetings 

CARL M. WEIDEMAN, 
National President. 

The Chairman then asked for reports 
of the National Secretary and National 
Treasurer. Secretary Pletz called attention 
to the fact that the reports of these officers 
appeared in printed form in the Annual 
Report which had been distributed to the 
delegates, and he suggested that a readinCY 
of this reports be dispensed with. Presi­
dent Weideman then made a motion that 
these reports be received as if submitted 
to the convention. This motion was carried 

Chairman Sputh then read a telegram 
as follows: 
" Geo. M. Heeschen, c/o l\Ioline Turners, 
1326 Sixth Ave. 

'Accept my wishes for a successful con­
vention. 

Chas. A. Geber." 

This telegram was received with ap­
plause. 
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Chairman Sputh then announced that 
the Twelfth Convention of the Ladies Aux­
iliary of the American Turners was in ses­
sion simultaneously with this convention 
and appointed a committee to extend our 
greetings to the Ladies' Convention and 
our sincere good wishes for a successful 
Convention. The committee appointed con­
sisted of Turners W aldem~r Eickhoff, 
Theodore A. Gross, Louis Cullman and 
Honorary Chairmen Dave Henschen, Curt 
Toll and William Voelker. 

The Chairman then stated that the Con­
vention was ready to permit the commit­
tees to proceed with their work and Turner 
Eichin moved that the Convention ad­
journ to meet at 9 A. J\1. on Saturday 
morning. This motion was seconded and 
carried and Chairman Sputh declared the 
Second Session of this Convention ad­
journed at 11: 00 A. M. 

Third Session-Saturday Morning 
June 27, 1942 

The third session was called to order at 
9: 15 A. M. by Chairman Sputh and the 
proceedings were opened by the singing of 
the first verse of the National Anthem. 



The minutes of the preceding two ses­
sions of the Convention were read and ap­
proved by motion duly made and seconded 
after certain minor corrections had been 
incorporated. 

Assistant Secretary Karl Hartig stated 
that a telegram had been received subse­
quent to the closing of the Second Session 
of this Convention, from the Middle Atlan­
tic District, William A. Nicolai, President 
indicating that this District desired to be 
represented at this Convention by Karl 
Hartig, a former member of the Middle At­
lantic District. Turner Hartig indicated 
his willingness to serve as proxy for the 
Middle Atlantic District and by motion 
made, seconded and carried, the report of 
the Credentials Committee was ordered to 
be amended accordingly. (This change is 
incorporated in the report of the Creden­
tials Committee as printed in the minutes 
of the Second Session. See also Secretary s 
note following the report of the Creden­
tials Committee.) 

At this point the Chairman read the 
following rules for the conduct of business 
of the Convention: 

Rules for Conduct of Business of the 
Convention 

Robert's Rules of Order will govern the 
Convention. 

Delegates will be permitted to speak for 
not more than three minutes at any one 
time, and no delegate will be permitted to 
speak more than twice on the same sub­
ject, except by permission of the Con­
vention. These regulations shall not apply 
to delegates submitting reports, who may 
speak as often as occasion requires to 
answer questions and may also have the 
floor after debate is closed. 

The Chairman then ordered that the Con­
vention was ready to receive the report 
of the Committee on National Publication 
and Publicity which was submitted by 
Charles Eichin, Chairman of this Commit­
tee, as follows: 

Report of the Committee on National 
Publication and Publicity 

To the 39th National Convention· 
of the American Turners 

Greetings: 
The Committee organized with Charles 

Eichin as Chairman and J. A. Strohmeyer, 
Secretary. 

The following members were present: 
Kenneth Koegel, Jos. A. Strohmeyer, 

Chas. Eichin, Richard Turnt, A. F. Goetz, 
Bernard Wahe, Fred Nussbaum, and 
Emil Pletz, National Secretary, ex officio, 
and we submit the following recommenda­
tions for your consideration and action. 

1. That the National Executive Com­
mittee and the Editorial staff of American 
Turner Topics be complimented on the con­
tinued and added improvements in ap­
pearance and content matter of the official 
organ, and further that the magazine be 
continued under the present editorial staff. 

2. The present day problems confront­
ing us give particular reason and need for 
bringing to the attention of members our 
Fundamental Principles. These self evi­
dent truths should be reiterated periodically 
in our official publication, The American 
Turner Topics. 

3. We urge that each local society ap­
point a correspondent whose duty it shall 
be to send to American Turner Topics, such 
news items concerning his Society as may 
be of interest to the national membership. 

4. That a national publicity chairman 
be appointed whose duty it shall be to 
send news releases of events of National 
Turner interest to the editors of the various 
society papers. 

5. On request cuts of pictures appear­
ing in the National paper shall be loaned 
to the various society publications. 

6. Augmenting the National publicity 
chairman, we urge each individual so­
ciety to appoint a publicity committee 
whose duty it shall be to spread Turn€r 
publicity in their local newspapers. 
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7. Attention is again drawn to the pub­
licity given to Turnerism by displaying our 
official emblem on automobiles, and the 
wearing of our insignia as emblems of iden­
tification. These insignia may be procured 
from the National Secretary. 

8. We suggest that the American Turn­
er published at New Ulm, Minn., be re­
quested to refrain from using our officially 
registered Turner seal <i;nd emblem. 

9. We commend the action of the Na­
tional Executive Committee in sending 
American Turner Topics free to all Turners 
serving in the armed forces of the United 
States and in sending additional copies to 
Army Camp Reading Rooms and we recom­
mend that the National Executive Com­
mitee continue this practice. 

10. We recommend that all society 
papers stress the purchase of War Stamps 
and War Bonds to the full financial capa­
city of the members of their Societies. 

11. We recommend that this conven­
tion express their appreciation for the 
money appropriated from the Jahn Fund 
for the purpose of stimulating cultural and 
mental activities in our Turner Societies 
through the medium of American Turner 
Topics, as set forth in the Declaration of 
Trust of this Fund. 

12. We recommend that it shall be the 
duty of the Regional Directors to increase 
the subscriptions to American Turner 
Topics by urging all members in their 
respective territories tQ subscribe to our 
official Turner publication to bring the 
ultimate result of a lOOo/o subscription all 
paid for. 

Respectfully submitted with Turner 
Greetings, 

CHARLES EI CHIN, Chairman 
J. A. STROHMEYER, Secretary 

The several paragraphs of this report 
were acted upon and approved in succession 
by the Convention without much discussion 
in most cases except in respect to Paragraph 
8 which was amended by_ the Convention 

until it assumed the form printed above. 
In accordance with motion duly made, 
seconded and carried, this report as amend­
ed, was adopted as a whole. 

(Secretary's Note: This report originally 
contained a paragraph referring to several 
proposals to distribute Turner Topics free 
to all members of American Turners in 
good standing. This was stricken from the 
report on the grounds that the Committee 
made no recommendation with reference 
to this suggestion.) 

During the consideration of the above re­
port, a committee consisting of Mrs. Ma­
thilda Fensterbusch, of the Moline Turn­
ers; Mrs. Dora En dress of the Cleveland 
East Side Turners, and Mrs. Emma Fenske 
of the Chicago Turngemeinde, conveyed 
sincere greetings for a successful convention 
to' us from the 12th Convention of the 
Women's Auxiliary of the American Turn­
ers which Convention was meeting simul­
taneously at the Eagles Hall, at Moline. 

After the adoption of the report of the 
Committee on National Publication and 
Publicity the Chairman called for the re-

· port of the Committee on Physical Educa­
tion which report was submitted to the 
Convention by Mrs. Therese Pletz, Secre­
tary of this Committee as follows: 

Report of the Committee on Physical 
Education 

To the 39th Convention 
of the American Turners 

11 

Greetings: 
The following delegates attended the 

meetings of this Committee: John C. Goet­
tig, Curt Toll, Wm. M. Klier, Geo. M. 
Heeschen, John F. Schroeder, John H. 
Mohr, Bruno Sendlein; Reinhard J. Wag­
ner, Herbert Klier, Robert Stahl, Helmuth 
C. Hohman, Bruno Uhl, Wm. H. Beutel, 
Howard C. Potthoff, Arthur Bauck, Fritz 
John, Dave Henschen, Wm. l\1odrow, Carl 
F. Hein, 0. N. Simmen, Fritz Nicke, Louis 
F. Szeles, Therese Pletz, Theo. A. Gross, 
Ray Huth, Walter .Ebeling Wm. Greiner 



Matthew. P. Jacobson, Jos. Weismueller, 
Ray DePorter, Wm. Bade, Jr. 

The Committee was organized with 
Theodore A. Gross as Chairman and 
Therese Pletz as Secretary and submits the 
following report: 

1. We recommend that the height of 
the volley ball net for ladies competition 
be made 7 feet 6 inches in place of the 

_ 8 feet designated in the present rules. 
2. We recommend that National Tour­

naments be discontinued for the duration, 
but that all District and Local Tournaments 
be continued. 

3. We recommend that the application 
for the holding of a National Turner Bowl­
ing Tournament made by the South Bend 
Turnverein, be referred to the National 
Executive Committee. 

4. We recommend the resolution that 
the age of competitors for the National 
Turnfests be lowered to sixteen years, be 
rejected. 

S. That the recommendation in Para­
graph No. 4 of the 38th Convention per­
taining to summer courses for teachers of 
Turner Societies be held over and tried 
,again. 

6. We recommend that the National 
Convention go on record to encourage 
local Societies to take part in local school 
service organizations such as Parent Teach­
ers Association, School Boards, etc., to 
further greater inclusion of the Turner 
system of Physical Education into the 
school systems. 

7. We recommend that the National 
Executive Committee have mimeographed 
copies of the Springfield Tournament re­
port made and send one to each society. 

8. We recommend that the following 
resolution be rejected: That the National 
Convention requests the appointment of a 
committee to investigate the possibilities of 
a course in club management in the cur­
riculum _of the Normal College or of In­
diana University. 

9. We recommend that the request from 
the AAU to draft a resolution pertaining to 
the National Physical Fitness Program be 
referred to a committee of five to serve 
with a larger committee appointed by our 
National President, to formulate such a 
resolution to be sent to the President of 
the U. S. A. and other proper government 
officials. 

10. We recommend that the National 
Executive Committee make up a type of 
emblem which can be used for first, second, 
and third prize awards in local and district 
meets. 

It is made a matter o! record here that 
the following Instructors of Turner So­
cieties are now in the service of our 
country: 

Henry Schroeder, New York Turnverein. 
Henry Warnken, Jr., East Davenport 

Turners. 
Ralph Sigel, McKeesport Turners. 
Walter Silberton, Swiss Turners, Chi­

cago. 
Walter Guenther, Fitchburg, Mass., 

Turners. 
Robert Goeke, Lincoln Turners, Chicago. 
Robert Ploetz, Cincinnati Central Turn­

ers. 
Rudolph Jahn, Clinton, Mass., Turn-

verein. 
Frank Bowker. 
Fred Ploetz. 
Clarence Edmonds. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THEO. A. GRoss, Chairman 
THERESE PLETZ, Secretary 

The above report was considered and 
adopted by paragraphs substantially as 
submitted and was subsequently adopted as 
a whole by motion duly made, seconded 
and carried. 

Turner Robert Stahl suggested that the 
National Executive Committee write to 
the above Instructors to ·determine whether 
their Turner organization experience has 
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benefited them for their service in the 
Armed Forces and whether they are in a 
position . to give any of our Turner work 
to the Armed Forces, a permanent record 
to be kept of these reports and retained for 
future reference. Pres. Weideman stated 
that the National Executive Committee 
would be glad to cooperate in this sug­
gestion. 

The Chairman then called for the report 
of the Committee on Cultural Education 
which report was submitted to the Con­
vention by its Chairman Waldemar E. 
Eickhoff, as follows: 

Report of the Committee on Cultural 
Education 

To the 39th Convention 
of the American Turners 

Greetings: 

The Committee organized by electing 
Turner Waldemar E. Eickhoff, Chairman 
and E. D. Keppner, Secretary. The follow­
ing members were also present: Norman 
Powers, Fritz Degen, David Zweifel, An­
drew Kohary, Francis J. Wood and Fred 
L. Bartels. 

Your committee on Cultural Education 
holds that this department of Turnerism 
is a major activity in its importance but 
that it still lacks full development in 
numerous societies in various districts; 
that its development in each society is very 
necessary for the prestige, growth and 
prosperity of the society. That a fully de­
veloped cultural educational program in a 
society will attract speakers of note and 
quality; that this in turn will give to the 
society favorable publicity, and prestige in 
its community that can be obtained in no 
other way; and that a fully organized Cul­
tural Educational program regularly held 
at least once each month for nine months 
per year under the guidance of a perma­
nent Cultural Education chairman who is 
a full-fledged member of the Executive 
Board of the society, will not only build 

much needed prestige but will promote in­
tellectual leadership in the society. 

On the prestige and leadership depends 
the life, strength, and growth of a Turner 
society, and the Cultural Education group 
could be the training school from which 
our future leadership will come. 

We feel that this department has been 
much neglected and allowed to lie dor­
mant in many societies. That with the 
proper methods of organization the Na­
tional membership can be increased many 
times the former total of 38,000. 

We recommend that the National Presi­
dent hold the National Cultural Educa­
tion Chairman definitely responsible for a 
complete organization of regular systematic 
mental cultural programs in each society 
of the Nation. 

That the National Cultural Education 
Chairman hold each district chairman re­
sponsible for regular activity reports from 
each society of his district, giving number 
of programs, type of programs and the 
number of attendance to each program, and 
that these reports be made in contrast 
with previous reports showing percentage 
of increase or decrease in number of pro­
grams and number of attendance. 

That each district committee shall visit 
each society in its district at least once 
each season to assist the local society in its 
complete organization of a regular sys­
tematic cultural education program. 

That the expense of these visits be paid 
by the district treasurer. 

Experience in one district, which until 
four years ago was about eighty per cent 
dormant in Cultural Educational Activities, 
has shown that the most successful method 
is to hold the cultural activities program 
in connection with an evening dinner served 
by the Turner women and that tickets for 
this dinner be sold in advance by the regu­
lar standing committee, thus assuring the 
chairman a definite attendance which jus­
tifies him in engaging a quality speaker of 
reputation. 
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We further recommend that the oppor­
tunity of subscribing to our excellent Na­
tional Publication, the Turner Topics, be 
introduced by the chairman at each 
monthly meeting to the end that all Turn­
ers may soon become appreciative subscrib­
ers of this fine magazine. 

That, inasmuch as the Little Theatre 
Movement is on the upgrade, and no na­
tional organization is better equipped with 
auditoriums than the American Turners 
to save the spoken drama, all societies put 
forth an extra effort to promote dramatics. 

That the Chairman of the National Cul­
tural Education Committee be instructed 
to arrange for singing competition of not 
less than three voices, male, female, or 
mixed, to be held as one of the cultural 
activities at the next National Tournament 
and succeeding Tournaments and that the 
National Cultural Education Committee be 
requested to draw up rules governing en­
tries, and that the National Cultural Edu­
caiton Committee be further instructed to 
arrange for suitable awards. 

That a definite step be taken by the 
National Cultural Education Committee to 
promote, thru the various Districts and 
Societies, a program of cultural, educa­
tional, and recreational activities designed 
to appeal to members of our "teen-age" 
groups. 

We recommend new and further organi­
zation of dramatics, public speaking, de­
bating (special subjects to be suggested by 
the Cultural Educational Chairman), 
Ladies and Mixed Choruses, Juniors and 
Childrens Choral Groups, Needlecraft, 
hobby groups, camera and art photography 
clubs. We urge that efforts be made by 
these groups to organize an annual Cultural 
Educational Day in their district and to 
secure publicity space in their society pub­
licity organs for these cultural activities. 
It is further urged each society keep in 
close touch with the Cultural Education 
Chairman of their district by exchange of 
ideas and experience. 

We recommend that the Rules applying 
to the Cultural Education Activities of 
the American Turners, published by the 
Na.tional Executive Comrr:fittee, revised to 
June 1, 1941, be adopted by this conven­
tion, as a guide for future cultural educa­
tional activities competitions. 

We commend the Trustees of the Jahn 
Fund for making available a portion of the 
proceeds of the Fund· as prizes for Cultural 
Educational Competitive Events at Na­
tional Tournaments. We recommend, how­
ever, that future prizes consist of trophies, 
placques, medals, ribbons or similar awards 
other than cash, in order th~t the award 
winners may receive prizes of a distinctive 
and permanent nature. 

Respectfully submitted, with Turner 
Greetings, 

WALDEMAR E. EICKHOFF, Chairman 
E. D. KEPPNER, Secretary 

This report was adopted in its entirety 
by motion duly made, seconded and car­
ried. 

The report of the Finance Committee of 
the Convention was submitted by the Sec­
retary of this Committee, Paul E. Phillips, 
as follows: ~ 

Report of the Finance Committee 

To the 39th Convention 
of the American Turners 

Greetings: 
The Finance Committee met with the 

following members present: Chairman, Art 
Kneberg; Secretary, P. E. Phillips; Dele­
gates: Al W. Rayner, Ed Hohenstein, 
Harry Erickson, Ted Stenger, Ruel Pitcher, 
Harry Best and Archie Wilson, ex officio, 
Treasurer of the National Executive Co~­
mittee. 

1. We recommend that we accept the 
Treasurer's Report as submitted by Leo 
A. Berry, Certified Public Accountant, . De­
troit, Mich., as of June 12, 1942, for the 
period to December 31st, 1941 , showing a 
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cash balance of $2,983.98. This audit we 
find to be correct to the best of our knowl­
edge and belief. 

2. We find the records in excellent con­
dition; therefore. be it resolved: That this 
Convention commend the National Treas­
urer and Distrkt Treasurers for their 
efforts and work for bringing this about. 

Respectfully submitted, 

ARTHUR KNEBERG, Chairman 
P. E. PHILLIPS, Secretary 

This report contained a paragraph recom­
mending a proposed amendment to Article 
54 of the Statutes of the American Turners. 
This proposed amendment was not con­
sidered with this report first on the grounds 
that, in accordance with the rules of the 
Convention a proposed amendment must 
be submitted separately from the balance 
of the Committee's report and second, for 
the reason that the Committee on Plat­
form, Statutes and Grievances to which this 
proposed amendment had been referred by 
the Finance Committee, announced that it 
was prepared to submit a proposed amend­
ment covering the subject matter proposed 
by the Finance Committee. 

The other paragraphs of the report of 
the Finance Committee were considered and 
adopted in succession but the adoption of 
the report as a whole was laid on the table 
pending the action of the Convention on 
the proposed amendment to Article 54 
above referred to. 

After this amendment had b'een adopted 
(see following report of Committee on 
Platform, Statutes and Grievances) the 
paragraph relating to the proposed amend­
ment was stricken from the Finance Com­
mittee's report, with the consent of the 
Chairman of this Committee and the 
Finaf!ce Committee's report as printed 
above was adopted as a whole by motion 
duly made, seconded and carried. 

Convention Secretary's Note: The au­
dited Treasurer's report referred to in 

Paragraph 1 of the Finance Committee's 
report is as follows : 

National Executive Committee 
The American Turners 
8731 E. Jefferson Ave. 
Detroit, Mich. 

Sirs: 

Pursuant to your request, I have exam­
ined the books of account and records of 
the Treasurer for the period April 1, 1941 
to December 31, 1941, and submit herewith 
statements and schedules as listed on the 
index attached. 

It is my opinion that, subject to the 
comments following, the accompanying ex­
hibits and schedules fairly state the finan­
cial condition of the National Executive 
Committee of the American Turners as at 
December 31, 1941, and that the State­
ment of Income and Expense fairly states 
the net income for the nine months ending 
December 31, 1941. 

Respectfully submitted, 

LEO A. BERRY' c .P.A. 

COMMENTS 

Cash 

Cash in Manufacturers National Bank 
was verified by inspection of the statement 
of the bank and consideration of the out-
standing checks. · 

Accounts Receivable-Supplies 

The individual balances were not verified 
by direct communication with the debtors, 
but the list prepared from the records was 
found to be in agreement with the stated 
total. 
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Unpaid Per Capita Taxes 

Confirmations were not obtained directly 
from the debtors, as at the date of this 



statement. However, such verifications are 
being requested from the various districts 
as at May 31 , 1942. The list of debtors pre­
pared from the subsidiary records was 
found to be in agreement with the stated 
total, and is shown in a schedule in this 
report. 

Inventory-Supplies 

No physical inventory has been taken 
since the March 31, 1939 value was estab­
lished. During the period covered by this 
report, we reduced the value on the books 
from $1 160.47 to $1 ,051.02 , on the esti­
mated cost basis of 66% o/o of the sales 
being $109.45 more than the purchases. 

Fixed Assets 

No verification has been obtained as to 
the cost of these assets as stated on the 
books, or identification of the various items 
making up the total. No depreciation has 
been accrued from the date of purchase to 
December 31, 1941. 

Liabilities 

The Jahn Educational Fund balance 
remains unchanged from the March 31, 
1941 balance. 

The Normal College Subsidy balance 
bas been entirely eliminated from your rec­
ords. This was done by authority of a 
resolution adopted by the Board of Trus­
tees of the Normal College on November 
18, 1941 , releasing you from all arrearages 
in annual appropriations up to September 
1, 1941. 

The amount due Turnzeitung was paid 
in full during this period, the amount being 
$420.00. 

Per capita tax payments paid in advance 
totaled only $95.50 as at December 31 , 
1941, and have been removed from the 
liabilities on the books, since that date. 

THE AMERICAN TURNERS 
Assets and Liabilities 

December 3 L 1941 

ASSET 
CURRENT: 
Cash : 

On Hancl-Undeposited . ___ $ 9.4 1 
In Bank-Manufacturers Na-

tional -----·------ -------- ---·--- _ 2,974.57 
Accounts Receivable-Supplies _ 
Unpaid Per Capita T axes ·- ·--
' otes Receivable-Per apila 

T ax ______ ---------- _____ ---·-- __ _ 
Inventory-Supplies 

Total Current As:-.ets ------- __ 
FIXED: 
Office Furn iture and Fixtures 
OTHER: 
Unilecl Slates Defense Bonds __ 

Total Assets ______ -----· 

J, IABILITIES 
CURRENT: 
Jahn Education'l.I Fund _ _ $ 
Account Payable-Normal Col-

lege --·- ... ------ ------------- .. ·---·- --
Accrued Olcl Age Taxes ------ __ 
AC' c rued Fede ral Exe:ise Taxes 
Per 'apita Tax Payments-

3,000.00 

900.00 
22.84 
17.39 

95.50 P repaid -------------- --- ·------------- ----­----
Total Current Liabilities . 

CAPI'l'AL A D SUHPLUS 
SURPLUS 

((See attached analysis) ---

Total Liabilitie 

.AN.\.LYSIS OF URPI,US 

$ 2,983.98 
388.37 

11,598.89 

2,191.40 
1 ,051.02 

l\ll8,213.66 

848.39 

200.00 

$19,262.0j 

$ 4,035.73 

l:i,226.32 

$19,262.05 

April 1, 1941 - D ecember 31, 1941 
1941 Dr. Cr. 
ApriJ Balance $ 1,142.66 
Adjustment to Accounts Re-

ceivable for I'er Capita Taxes 
:'11idclle Atlantic District __ . 
Pittsbu rgh _____ __ -·--------- ------- _ 
Others _____ --- -------------------
Upper Iississippl ____ ___ _ __ 

A<lJustment to Accounts R e­
ceivable-Supplies for Mer-
C'hancl ise Returns ______ ---· ---

• 'ov. ~c)-EJimination of entire 
lial>ility to the Kormal Col­
lege as authorized by :Reso­
lution adopted by Board of 
Tru!'lt es on November 30, 
1941 - - ---- - - ---------·- --·-----· 

NoY. 30-Adjustment to the 
above credit t.o Surplus in 
order to record the distribu­
tion of this portion to the 
credit of the ope r ations for 
the lJer iod Apr. 1. 1941 to 

76.97 
3 i'i .50 
131.17 

25.33 

Dec. 31, 1941 __ ------ --- -- -- - :?,500.00 

Dec. 31-Net Profit-Apr. l, 

$ 1,237.29 

12,500.00 

1911 to Dec. 31, 1941 -- -----·- 4,2S5.36 

Dec. 31-Balance -----------·------ 15,226.32 

$19,145.31 $19,145.31 
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STATEMENT OF INCO:\lE A_ ' D EXPEXSE 
April 1, 1941 to December 31, 1941 

INCOME 
Pc' r Capita Tax 

Dilled -------------------- $10,236.13 
Sal0s of Promotional 

Supplies __________ $1,323.88 
Le~s: CosL .. ------------- 882.59 441.29 
National Turnfest___ 44.00 

Total Income ______________________ _ 

EXPENSES 
X o rm al College ________________________ _ 
Turner Topics _________________________ _ 
Postage and Telephone _____________ _ 
Office Rent.. ________________________________ _ 

Off.ice Salaries ----------------------------
Printing and Office Supplies ____ _ 
Interest Paid _______ _____________________ _ 
T e hnical C01nmittee. _________ ________ _ 

Traveling -----------------------------------· 
Social Security Taxes _________________ _ 
.'.\ l iscellaneous -------------------------------

Total Expenses -------------------­
::'ti l.'t Income-A1>ril 1, 1941 to 

December 31, 1941. _______________ _ 

1,825.00 
300.00 
195.11 
180.00 

1,()77.92 
822.41 
245.60 
489.23 
408.00 

28.95 
283.84 

$10,721.42 

$ 6,456.06 

$ 4,265.36 

.NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
THE AMERICAN TURNERS 

March 31, 1942 an<l December 31, 1941 

Unpai<l Per 
Capita Taxes 
Illmois District ______ !$ 
Indiana District. ____ _ 
Kansa~;-Missouri ___ _ 
L ake Erie _________ _ 
Middle Atlantic ____ _ 
Middle Pacific ________ _ 
Minnesota ----------------
New England __________ _ 
New J ersey. ______________ _ 
N ew York ______ __________ _ 
North Pa ific __________ _ 
P<1 ci fie --------------- __ _ 
Pittsburgh ------···-------
St. Louis ________________ _ 
South Central _____ _ 
Sou lhern California 
Upper Mississippi __ 
<;\'Pstern New York _ 
\Visconsin _________ _ 

Balance 
Ma~· 31, 

1942 
2-18.50 

l.:.!30.00 
302.~>0 

1,985.84 
324.68 

49.50 
87.50 

960 .00 
1.213.91 

fl70.nO 
252.46 

1,181.2;:-i 
UHG.20 
2,4(19. i;; 

50.00 
70.00 

800.50 
2,f>3'i'.04 

179 .iiO 

Balance 
Mar. 31, 

1942 
422.50 

1 ,360.00 
310.00 

1.720.33 
32'1.68 

49.50 
94.50 

1,186.00 
1,295.46 

257.00 
252.46 

1.181.25 
1 ,953.20 
2, 71)6.65 

no.oo 
50.00 

1,469.00 
2 ,731.04 

266.37 

Balance 
Dec. 31, 

1941 
5.50 

382.00 
327.50 
798.00 

91.18 

28.00 
471.00 
9n7. 96 
357.00 
227.4() 

1,181.23 
394.70 

2,679.13 
50.00 
50.00 

467.8:> 
3,001.47 

39.k7 

Totals ____ ....... $15,989.03 $17,649.94 $11,598.89 

After the consideration of the report of 
the Finance Committee the Chairman called 
for the report of the Committee on Plat­
form, Statute~ and Grievances which was 
submitted by Turner Chas. Apel, Chairman 
of this Committee as follows: (Secretary's 
Note: The Proposed amendment to Para­
graph 54 printed below is in the form in 
which it was adopted by the Convention 
after having been amended by the Conven­
tion.) 

Report of the Committee on Platform, 
Statutes and Grievances 

To the 39th Convention 
of the American Turners 

Greetings: 

This committee consisting of Chas. Apel, 
Ray Ross, Marshall Troester, Eugene C. 
Stifel, and Herman Eisele organized by 
naming Chas. Apel, Chairman, and Her­
man Eisele, Secretary. 

Two resolutions were submitted to this 
committee for their consideration. 

The first resolution related to the use 
of the Official Seal of the American Turn­
ers on printed matter by Districts and So­
cieties and proposed an amendment to the 
Statutes to be designated as paragraph 
50(a) and which was revised by the Com­
mittee as follows: 

50(a): Upon admission of a District or 
Society to the American Turners, it shall 
be obliged to use the Official American 
Turner Seal, registered in the United States 
Patent Office, upon all its printed and pub­
licity matter. If, for any reason, a District 
or Society ceases to be a member of the 
American Turners, its right to use the Seal 
shall automatically cease. 

This Committee recommends the adop­
tion of the above proposed amendment. 

The second resolution related to the 
method of computing the votes to which a 
District is entitled at a National Conven­
tion and was submitted to this Committee 
by the Finance Committee of the Conven­
tion. This resolution proposed a change in 
the last sentence of Paragraph 54 of the 
1941 Edition of the Statutes, which was 
slightly amplified by this Committee so that 
this last sentence shall read as follows: 
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54. Computation of the votes to which 
a district is entitled shall be based on the 
number of membership cards issued and 
paid to the National Executive Committee 
for the year preceding the Convention and 
such additional members as are exempted 
from pa.y-ing per capita taxes. 



This Committee recommends the adop­
tion of the above amendment. 

Respectfully submitted with Turner 
Greetings, 

Committee on Platform, Statutes and 
Grievances 

CHAS. APEL, Chairman 
HERMAN EISELE, Secretary 

The Chairman announced that the pro­
posed amendments submitted in this report 
would each require a recording of the num­
ber of Federal Votes and that if the vote 
would not be unanimous, a vote by Districts 
would be required. The Chairman then 
called for a vote on the first of the pro­
posed amendments designated as SO(a). 
The vote in favor of this amendment was 
unanimous and the Convention Secretary 
was accordingly ordered to record a vote of 
182 Federal Votes in favor and no Federal 
Votes against this amendment. 

The Chairman then declared that the 
Convention was ready to consider the pro­
posed amendment to Article 54. After a 
re-reading of this proposed amendment as 
originally submitted, the changes indicated 
in italics were made from the floor by 
motion duly made, seconded and carried; 
aft'er the changes indicated had been in­
corporated, the Chairman asked for a vote 
which was unanimous in favor of the 
amendment and the Chairman accordingly 
directed the Secretary to record 182 Fed­
eral Votes in favor of the amendment and 
no votes against. 

The Chairman then called for the report 
of the Committee on the Youth Movement 
which report was submitted by Bruno 
Sendlein, Chairman of this Committee, as 
follows: 

Youth Committee Report 
To the 39th National Convention 
of the American Turners 

Greetings: 
The Committee was called to order by 

Chairman Sendlein, with Siewert Struck 
as Secretary. 

We recommend the followina for adop­
tion by the Convention: 

1. That the National Executive Com­
mittee create a National Youth Committee. 

2. That each District create a District 
Youth Committee and that the District 
Committees encourage each of its member 
Societies to create a Society Youth Com­
mittee. 

3. That the ~ational Executive Com- · 
mittee set aside a fund to print an amended 
Youth Manual to include the American 
Girl Turner. 

4. That this l\fanual include a diversi­
fied program of youth activities which can 
be adapted to the needs and desires of each 
group. 

5. Any Society or District that desires 
to organize an American Boy or Girl Group 
shall be required to conform to the revised 
official manual provided by the National 
Executive Committee. 

Respectfully submitted with Turner 
Greetings, 

BRUNO SENDLEIN, Chairman 
SIEWERT STRUCK, Secretary 
FRANK JEN KINS 
GEO. M. HEESCHEN 

After a care£ ul reading of this report the 
report was adopted in its entirety by mo­
tion made, seconded and carr~ed. 

In view of the fact that the two remain­
ing reports were expected to be rather 
lengthy, the Chairman suggested a recess 
for lunch whereupon a motion was made, 
seconded and carried that the Convention 
adjourn to meet at 1:30 P. M., and the 
Chairman declared the Third Session ad­
journed at 12:00 N'"oon. 

Convention Secretary's Note: During the 
Third Session of the Convention Turner 
Eichin distributed printed copies of an 
Open Letter addressed to the Delegates of 
this Convention from Turner Albert Stein­
hauser containing numerous suggestions for 
the welfare and growth of the American 
Turners. 

18 



Fourth Session-Saturday Afternoon 
June 27, 1942 

The Fourth Session of the Convention 
was called to order promptly at 1: 30 P. M. 
by Chairman Sputh, this being the time set 
by the Convention. 

Announcements were made by Bernard 
Wahe of the Moline Turners regarding the 
Convention Dinner to be held at the Le­
Claire Hotel at 7 :00 P. M. on Saturday 
evening, and also regarding the Picnic 
which had been arranged for the delegates 
on Sunday at the Country Home of the 
Moline Turners. 

The Report of the Cwnmittee on Na­
tional Affairs was then submitted by Karl 
Hartig, Secretary of this Committee. Sev­
eral of the paragraphs of this report sub­
mitted by the committee were ar~ended 
during the consideration of these para­
graphs by the Convention as indicated by 
Secretary's notes, in and following the re­
port. The report in the final form in which 
it was adopted, is as follows: 

Report of the Committee on National 
Affairs 

To the 39th National Convention 
of the American Turners 
Greetings: 

The committee was called to order by 
Temporary Chairman, Frank Berndt. Per­
manent officers as follows were elected: 
W. T. Meisner, Chairman; Al M. Keim, 
Vice Chairman; Karl Hartig, .Secretary. 

All resolutions were read and then taken 
up individually and acted upon. 

Recommended resolutions: 
1. We recommend that the present 

membership card system for the collection 
of National and District per capita taxes 
be continued. 

2. We recommend that a full time Exe­
cutive Secretary be employed when found 
feasible. 

3. We recommend that local societies 
participate in affairs pertaining to all de-

fense measures and morale, such as parades, 
exhibitions, entertainment or other con­
tributing affairs. 

4. We recommend that all societies shall 
cooperate with the proper authorities in 
the furtherance of National Defense, such 
as promoting and providing for first aid, 
air raid wardens, Red Cross and other 
defense classes. 

5. We recommend that all societies es­
tablish a permanent honor roll of all Turn­
ers in service, keep these Turners informed 
of all activities of their society by sending 
them the society publication and writing 
them personal letters, and that they ar­
range some method of raising funds to pro­
vide remembrances such as cigarettes, 
magazines, cookies, and the like, to the 
Turners in the Armed Forces. 

6. Whereas, the principles of the Amer­
ican Turners constitute important funda­
mentals upon which the economic processes 
of our nation should be based, therefore, 
Be it resolved: That the Principles as pub­
lished by the National Office be read at So­
ciety meetings at least two times each year 
and that the objective substance thereof 
be supported wherever opportunity or oc­
casion presents itself. 

7. We recommend that Societies and 
individual members of the American Turn­
ers make contributions to the Instructors' 
Fund of the American Turners, which was 
established for the purpose of aiding Turner 
Instructors who have served faithfully and 
who are seriously in need of financial as­
sistance. We particularly urge all Instruc­
tors and all Societies employing Instruc­
tors to contribute to this Fund. 

8. We recommend that the National 
Executive Committee collect information 
relative to money-making activities used by 
various Societies in the American Turners 
from time to time, covering all essential 
details of the activity, and that the Na­
tional Executive Committee report this in­
formation periodically in condensed form to 
the Societies of the American Turners in 
order that the experience of one Society 
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may be conveniently available to all other 
Societies. 

9. We advise the Societies that women 
are eligible to become members in Local 
Societies subject to governing rules of the 
individual organizations. 

10. We recommend that the Convention 
appoint a Committee to consider and set 
up a plan of Hospitalization or Death Bene­
fit for all Turner members. 

11. We recommend that the Headquar­
ters of the National Executive Committee 
of the American Turners be seated in the 
Detroit Turners, Detroit, Mich., for the 
next two years and that we express our 
sincere appreciation for the services ~key 
have rendered and extend to them a rising 
vote of thanks. 

(Secretary's Note: The portion printed 
in italics in the above paragraph 11 was 
added by an amendment unanimously ~nd 
enthusiastically carried by the convent10~ 
and paragraph 11 as amended was unam­
mously carried with Turner applause.) 

12. We recommend that the entire 
membership of the American Turners be 
solicited for a contribution to purchase a 
Red Cross Ambulance in the name of the 
American Turners now in military service. 

13. We recommend that each American 
Turner pledge to buy U. S. War Savings 
Stamps and Bonds up to his maximum 
ability. 

14. For nearly a hundred years the 
American Turners have been advocates of 
laws making health and physical educa­
tional training compulsory in the various 
public school systems of the United Stat~s, 
and, thru their efforts, have succeeded m 
causing the establishment of healt? and 
physical educational departments m the 
schools of most of the larger cities of the 
country. The slogan of the American Turn­
ers has been " Mens sana in corpore sano" 
(A sound mind in a sound body). During 
all these years the constitution of the 
American Turners has advocated for the 
United States a Liberal Democratic form 

of government and has, at all times
1 

sup­
ported the nation in any hour of penl. Its 
policy has been to train boys and .girls of 
the nation so as to make them fit m body 
and mind upon reaching manhood and 
womanhood. The principal purpose for 
the existence of the American Turners al­
ways has been, and is now, the developi:nent 
of physically and mentally fit citizens 
willing and able to support a democracy 
within a republic. 

Occurences thruout the world have been 
a forcible reminder of the needs of the 
nation and since it seems fitting at this 
time to brinu to the attention of the people 
of the Unit~d S.tates, the National, State 
and Municipal governments the purposes 
justifying the existence of the American 
Turners, therefore: 

Be it resolved that the American Turners 
assembled in Convention at Moline, Illinois, 
June 25th to June 27th, 1942 use this 
means of declaring its continued adherence 
to the principles upon which the govern­
ment of the United States was founded and 
is being maintained. 

Be it further resolved that we again de­
clare our adherence to the principles that 
compulsory health and physical education 
and training afford the best means of mak­
inu the youth of our country fit to meet 
any emergency which might ar~se, and be 
it further resolved that we actively advo­
cate the following of our Principles thruout 
the nation. 

Be it further resolved that the American 
Turners reaffirm their loyalty to the United 
States and offer their services toward the 
successful prosecution of the war. 

Be it further resolved that copies of this 
resolution be forwarded by the National 
Executive Committee to the President of 
the United States and members of the 
United States Congress. 

1 S. We recommend that the National 
Executive Committee purchase 500 in 
U. S. War Bonds. 

16. We recommend that the American 
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Turners urge the members of Congress and 
Senate to support the adoption of H.R. 
Bill No. 1410 which is known as the "Gen­
eral Welfare Act" amending the Social 
Security Act so as to extend coverage 
thereunder. 

1 7. We recommend that the next Na­
tional Convention be held at the Johnstown 
Turnverein, Johnstown, Pa. 

18. We recommend that the Convention 
ratify the National Executive Committee's 
action in exempting members in the various 
services of the United States of America 
directly prosecuting the war, from paying 
per capita tax during their period of such 
service. (Secretary's Note: Paragraph 18 
was introduced on the floor of the Conven­
tion by 'the Chairman of the Committee on 
National Affairs and was amended by the 
Convention in several details until it as­
sumed the above form in which it was 
adopted.) I 

With Turner Greetings, 
Committee on National Affairs, 

W. T. MEISNER, Chairman 
KARL HARTIG, Secretary 

The ahove report was considered and 
adopted by paragraphs without much dis­
cussion in most instances except in the case 
of Paragraph 9 which was discussed at 
length and to which an amendment was 
offered and defeated which amendment 
recommended that the Societies amend 
their constitutions accordingly. 

After each paragraph had ·been passed 
on in succession, a motion was made and 
seconded that the above report, as amend­
ed, be• adopted as a whole. This motion 
was carried. 

(Secretary's Note: The original report 
of the Committee on 1\ ational Affairs con­
taine~ a paragraph recommending that all 
National Tournaments be called off for 
the duration. This paragraph was deleted 
from this report for the reason that the 
same recommendation had been made by 
the Committee on Physical Education and 

had been adopted by the Convention with 
the Report on Physical Education.) 

(Secretary 's Note: During the consider­
ation of Paragraph 1 7 the St. Louis dele­
gates stated that they bad planned to sub­
mit an invitation for the next National 
Convention but that, in view of the invita­
tion from the Johnstown delegates, St. 
Louis would support Johnstown. The St. 
Louis delegates offered, however, to take 
the Convention if for any reason the Con­
vention could not be held' in Johnstown.) 

Turners Kramer, Turnt and Johns ex­
pressed sincere thanks to the convention 
for the award of the next convention to 
Johnstown and assured the delegates that 
the Johnstown Turnverein would do every­
thing in their power to make the conven­
tion a successful and pleasant one. 

At this point, the Chairman asked Vice 
Chairman Frank J. Berndt to take the 
chair. 

The report of the Normal College Com­
mittee was then submitted to the Conven­
tion by L. 0. Greiner, Chairman of this 
Committee. This report was amended by 
the Convention during the consideration of 
several paragraphs of this report as pointed 
out in the Convention Secretary's Notes 
following the report. The report in its 
final form, as it was apopted by the Con­
vention was as follows: 

Report of the Normal College Committee 

To the 39th National Convention 
of the American Turners 

Greetin as: 
The Committee organized by electing 

Turner Louis 0. Greiner Chairman and 
l\Jarshall F. Troester as Secretary. 

The following members of the Committee 
were present: Carl F. Hein Louis 0. 
Greiner Dr. Carl B. Sputh, Marshall F. 
Troester, Curt Toll , Charles R. Weber, 
William J. Weber, and William Ludwig, 
ex officio. 
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1. We recommend that the Secretary 
of this Convention send a letter to Dr. 



Herman Wells, President of Indiana Uni­
versity, expressing our appreciation for 
the whole-hearted way in which the merger 
of the Normal College and Indiana U niver­
sity was effected and the fine spirit of co­
operation shown to carry on Turner Tra­
ditions. 

2. We recommend that a letter be for­
warded to the Board of Trustees of In­
diana University from this Convention 
pledging our cooperation in building up 
and maintaining the Traditions and Ideals 
of the Normal College by urging the mem­
bers to enroll in the Normal College and 
providing scholarships for this purpose. 

3. We recommend that the Trustees of 
the Building and Endowment Fund of the 
Normal College of the American Turners 
comprising Louis 0. Greiner, Marshall F. 
Troester, Oscar Grothe, Dr. Carl B. Sputh, 
Wm. 0. Stecher, Carl M. Weideman and 
Gus W. Dickel be discharged from their 
Trust under their Declaration of Trust 
dated Jan. 23rd, 1939 and that this Con­
vention render a vote of thanks to the 
Trustees for their services. 

4. We recommend that the Board of 
Trustees of the Normal College of the 
American Gymnastic Union be discharged 
and that a sincere vote of thanks be ex­
tended to the Board of Trustees of the 
Normal College comprising Geo. Vonnegut, 
Leo. M. Rappaport, Oscar Koster, Paul 
Krimmel, Carl F. Hein, Max Strass, August 
Pritzlaff, and representatives of the Alumni 

- Board, Louis Szeles and William K. Streit, 
and the fallowing ex-officio members, R. R. 
Schreiber, Emil Rinsch and Dr. Carl B. 
S puth for negotiating and consummating 
the merger of the Normal College with 
Indiana University and for their untirina 
efforts on behalf of the College. 

5. We recommend that henceforth the 
name of the Normal College Committee 
shall be changed to " Committee on Scholar­
ships for the Normal Colleae of A.G. . of 
Indiana University.' 

6. We recommend that a Scholarship 
Committee of six members be established 
to administer the Scholarships provided by 
the American Turners, under such rules 
and regulations as laid down by the Amer­
ican Turners; such Committee to consist 
of four members appointed by the N.E.C.: 
the President of the Alumni Association 
of the Normal College .of A.G.U. and the 
Director of the Normal College of A.G.U. 
of Indiana University as an ex-officio 
member. 

7. We recommend that the American 
Turners grant scholarships annually in the 
Normal College of A.G.U. of Indiana Uni­
versity; moneys for this purpose shall be 
provided by the National Executive Com­
mittee. 

8. We recommend the adoption of the 
following Rules and Regulations governing 
the granting of Scholarships in the Normal 
College of the A.G.U. of Indiana Univer­
sity. 

Requirements 

A-1. Applicants must be members of , 
the American Turners or must have at­
tended classes of a Society belonging to the 
American Turners, for at least three years 
immediately prior to admission to the 
Normal College. The time requirement 
may be waived in case of a national emerg­
ency. 

A-2. They must have graduated from 
a high high school having a four-year course 
and must rank within the upper half of 
their class. 

. A-3 .
1 

They must be at least middle 
grade Turners in apparatus work and tumb­
ling as the term is interpreted by the Amer­
ican Turners, and should possess at least 
average ability in track and field work 
and sports. Examinations in these subjects 
are to be given under direction of the cir­
cuit to which the applicant belongs. Re­
sults of these examinations together with 
a transcript of the applicant's high school 
record must be sent to the secretary of the 
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cholar hip Committee of the American 
Turners not later than August 1st of the 
year in which the applicant wishes to enter 
the allege. 

A-4. Circuit representatives must also 
rate each applicanfs character, personality 
and leadership ability, and must certify to 
his probable success as a teacher of Physical 
Education. 

Obligations of the Scholarship Students 

B-1. All men accepting scholarships 
obligate themselves to continue their studies 
at Indiana University for at least one 
year after the expiration of the scholarship. 

B-2. They further obligate themselves 
to teach in a society of the American Turn­
ers for a period of at least two years. 

B-3. A scholarship student who does 
not fulfill the above conditions, obligates 
himself to refund to the Scholarship Com­
mittee of the American Turners the amount 
of the contingent fee would have been re­
quired to pay as a member of the Amer­
ican Turners. (Partial Scholarship.) 

B-4. He must make an average of B 
minus (including all subjects) at the end 
of the first year in order to have his scholar­
ship continued for the second year. 

B-5. He must at all times cooperate 
with the University Authorities and faculty 
members. 

B-6. He must observe, teach and attend 
the classes of Societies of the American 
Turners in Indianapolis to which he may 
be assigned while a student at the College. 

9. We recommend that the awarding 
of Partial Scholarships to Turner members 
or their daughters in good standing, to the 
Normal College of the A.G.U. of Indiana 
University be continued in accordance with 
the Rules and Regulations established by 
the Scholarship Committee but that the 
contribution under such Scholarships to­
ward the payment of tuition be reduced 
from 40 to 33% <yo. 

10. We recommend that the National 
K ecutive Committee be directed to pay 
to the Scholarship Committee such sum as 
seems feasible to the National Executive 
Committee annually, to provide for the 

cholarships authorized above by this 
Convention. 

Respectfully submitted with Turner 
Greetings, 

Loms 0. GREINER, Chairman 
:Y1ARSHALL F. TROESTER, Secretary 

(Sceretary's Notes: During the con­
sideration of the above report, paragraphs 
3, 4 and 5 were amended on the floor of the 
Convention as indicated in italics. After 
brief discussion paragraph 7 was laid on 
the table by the Convention in accordance 
with motion duly made and carried, until 
after the consideration of paragraph 10 of 
the report. Paragraph 7 originally con­
tained a provision for granting seven 
scholarships, one for each circuit, which 
scholarship was intended to consist of free 
tuition for the freshman and sophomore 
years in College but this provision was re­
moved by amendment, and this paragraph 
7 was otherwise amended as indicated in 
italics. Paragraph 10 as submitted by the 
Committee provided for the payment of 
$2 500 annually to the scholarship Com­
mittee for scholarships. This fi ·ed amount 
was changed by action of the Convention 
as indicated in Paragraph 10 of the report.) 

This report was considered by para­
graphs with considerable discussion of 
Paragraphs 7 and 10 and the report was 
adopted by paragraphs as amended in the 
form indicated above. After the adoption 
by paragraphs, a motion was made and 
seconded that the report as amended be 
adopted as a whole. This motion was car­
ried. 

At this point in the proceedings Vice 
Chairman Berndt returned the gavel to 
Chairman Sputh who had actively and ably 
participated in the debate on the Normal 
College Report, and Chairman Sputh de-
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dared the Convention ready for further 
business. 

President \Veideman reported that a spe­
cial enlarged Committee had been appoint­
ed pursuant to actions taken at the meet­
ing of the Convention Committees on Na­
tional Affairs and on Physical Education. 
to formulate a resolution pertaining to the 
National Physical Fitness Program. Presi­
dent Weideman further reported that this 
Committee had drafted such a resolution 
and that Turner Carl F. Hein was prepared 
to submit this resolution for the approval 
of the Convention. The Chairman then 
recognized Turner Hein who submitted 
the resolution as follows: 

Resolution on Physical Fitness 

The American Turners, assembled in 
their Biennial National Convention at 
Moline, Illinois, feel obliged to bring to 
your attention the evident total failure 
to date, of the initial attempt to provide 
for the citizens of the United States a 'Xa­
tional Physical Fitness" program designed 
to bring about an improved state of health 
and physical vigor of all our people. 

We believe that with the proper leader­
ship and under guidance of properly quali­
fied teachers of physical education, a suc­
cessful program is possible with the active 
cooperation and support of the Government 
of the United States. 

Whereas much has been attempted, and 
little done toward making America physi­
cally fit: We American Turners orO'aniz~d 
in 1850 for the primary purpose of dis­
seminating a rational plan of physical edu­
cation for the ma ses, which has been 
highly successful, and which has been 
adopted and utilized by J(indred organi~~­
tions internationally agam offer our fac1h­
tie our professional staff, the benefit of 
our years of experience in this field to­
wards the preparation, establishment and 
the conduct of this program. 

We are enclosing herewith a suggestion 
of a plan of operation designed, not to 

make champions, but to raise the general 
health and endurance standards of all 
Americans of both sexes and of all ages. 
This plan can be put in operation without 
cost to the participant or the Government 
if patriotic citizens and teachers will co­
operate. 

(Plan to be submitted by our special 
Technical Committee). 

· ubmitted by: 
Carl M. Weideman, Chairman. 
Al M. Keim 
Wm. J. Kramer, Sr. 
Theo. A. Gross 
Paul E. Phillips 
Emil L. Pletz 
George M. Heesch en 
Walter T. Meisner 
Jos. Strohmeyer 
Fritz Nicke 
Waldemar E. Eickhoff 
Julius Laffert 
Louis Cullman 
Robert Stahl 
Chas. Eichen 
Herman Eisele 
Jos. J. Zimmermann 
Carl F. Hein 

This resolution intended, when com­
pleted , to be forwarded to the proper Gov­
ernment authorities, was adopted by the 
Convention in accordance with motion duly 
made and unanimously carried. 

A motion was made that a sincere vote 
of thanks be extended to the Moline Turn­
ers for the splendid facilities which they 
had made available for the convenience of 
the officers and delegates of the convention 
and for the willing and ready cooperation 
offered by all of the members of the 
Moline Turners for the conduct of the 
bu iness of the Convention and particularly 
for the ample stenographic help and effi­
cient mimeographing facilities which the 
Moline Turners had provided. This mo­
tion was seconded and enthusiastically 
carried. 
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President Weideman announced that 
Bruno Sendlein of the St. Louis District, 
had consented to serve as Chairman of the 
National Youth Committee created in ac­
cordance with the mandate recommended 
by the Youth Committee and adopted by 
the Convention. This announcement was 
received with applause. 

A telegram was received from L. F. 
Lyons of Kansas City relative to certain 
repairs on the Jahn Monument in St. Louis, 
which repairs the · St. Louis delegates 
promptly agreed to take care of. 

Turner Theodore A. Gross related an 
incident in which a wealthy Turner passed 
on leaving no close relatiyes and who would 
conceivably have left a considerable sum 
of money to the Turners organization if he 
had been properly approached, and Turner 
Gross suggested that the question of leav­
ing bequests to the Turner organization be 
given serious consideration by the members 
of Turner Societies. . 

Turner Anthony King addressed the Con­
vention briefly but enthusiastically on the 
subject of the coming world peace and sug­
gested that the National Executive Com­
mittee be alert in order that the Turners 
may contribute something material to a 
satisfactory world peace. 

Following this address a motion was 
made that a sincere vote of thanks be ex­
tended to the officers of the Convention for 
the efficient manner in which they con­
ducted the business of the . Convention. 
This motion was seconded and enthusiasti­
cally carried. 

The Chairman asked for any further 
business to come before the Convention 
and there being no further business, de­
clared the Convention adjourned at S: 10 
P. M. 

Respectfully submitted with Turner 
Greetings, 

Dr. Carl B. Sputh Chairman 
Dave Henschen Honorary Chairman 

Curt Toll, Honorary Chairman 
William Voelker, Honorary Chairman 
Frank J. Berndt, Vice Chairman 
Herman Eisele, Secretary 
Karl Hartig, Assistant Secretary 

Secretary's Note: At this Convention 
the reports of the Committees, as soon as 
they were ready, were dictated to steno­
graphers or typists and were approved in 
the typewritten form by the Committee 
officers. A stencil was then prepared from 
one copy of each of the approved reports 
and approximately 125 mimeographed 
copies of each report were run off. A 
mimeographed copy of each report was 
placed before each delegate just prior to 
the reading of the respective report to the 
Convention. This procedure made it pos­
sible for the delegates to follow and clearly 
understand the subject matter of each 
paragraph of the report, intelligently sug­
gest changes or note changes made by the 
Convention and take home with them 
copies of all of the reports. The facilities 
which the Moline Turners provided for 
producing these mimeographed copies in­
cluded a complete mimeograph machine 
together with sufficient number of stencils 
and three well qualified mimeograph oper­
ators who prepared a:nd proof-read the 
stencils, ran off the copies and fastened 
the copies together. This system of furnish­
ing mimeographed copies of the reports 
seemed to so materially expedite the busi­
ness of the convention that it is hoped 
that future host societies may be able to 
provide similar suitable facilities for mimeo­
graphing copies of the committee reports. 

In accordance with resolutions adopted 
by the Convention the Secretary was in­
structed to send communications to Dr. 
Herman B. Wells, President of Indiana 
"Cniversity and to the Board of Trustees 
of Indiana University. The communications 
sent in accordance with these instructions 
are reproduced below together with the 
courteous reply received from Dr. \Veils. 
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l\loline, Ill . 
June 27 1942 

Dr. Herman B. Wells, President 
Indiana University 
c/o Camp Brosius 
Elkhart Lake, Wis. 

Dear Dr. Wells: 

The 39th National Convention of the 
American Turners held in Moline, Ill., June 
25-28, 1942, instructed me to extend to 
you its thanks and appreciation for the 
fine manner in which you received the 
faculty and student body of the K ormal 
College of the American Gymnastic Union 
into Indiana University. Your coopera­
tion has been splendid and, under your 
excellent leadership, we feel satisfied that 
the ideals and traditions of the American 
Turners and the Normal College will be 
carried on. We want to assure you of our 
continued support. 

Respectfully yours, .. 

Herman Eisele, Secretary. 
39th ·•vational Convention of the 

American Turners. 

Board of Trustees 
Indiana University 
c/o Camp Brosius 
Elkhart Lake Wis. 

Greetings: 

Moline, Ill. 
June 27 1942 

The 39th Xational Convention of the 
American Turners held in Moline, Illinois 
June 25-28, 1942 , instructed me to inform 

you that it has gone on record to pledge 
to Indiana University its cooperation in 
building up the Normal College of the 
American Gymnastic Union and in main­
taining the ideals and traditions of the 
College by urging the members of the 
American Turners to enroll in the College 
and by providing scholarships for this 
purpose. 

Respectfully yours, 

Herman Eisele, Secretary. 

39th National Convention of the 
American Turners. 

Indiana University 
Bloomington 

Aug. 1, 1942 

Mr. Herman Eisele 
Cleveland; Ohio 

Dear Mr. Eisele: 

Your good letter of June 27 in behalf of 
the American Turners was read to the 
Board of Trustees at its meeting at Camp 
Brosius on July 4 and I assure you we 
appreciate this expression of support. We 
consider the heritage of tradition and 
ideals which we have inherited as very 
precious, and we shall do our best to main­
tain them with the support of the Turner 's 
organization and the alumni of the school. 

Sincerely yours, 

H. B. Wells. 
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