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REPORT OF THE NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL
OF THE
FUTURE FARMERS OF AMERICA
1939
L. R. Davies, State Supervisor of Agricultural Edueation,
210 State Office Bldg., Denver, Colorado

-To the members of the chific Regional Conference I
wish to express my appreciatioﬂ of the hohqr of again serving on
the Nafional Advisory Council. I recommend, in order to secure
greater stability, continuity of policies, and the development
of a long-time program, tﬁat regional members of the Advisory
Council be elected for two or three years. I am not a candidate.

Further, I would recommend that the conference express
it's opinion on matters of policy, so that your representative
may more accurately represent the opinion of the region.

Immediately following the Pacific Regional Conference,
I had the honor to represent the Pacific Region in the first of
three meetings of the Council held in 1939. The report was
prepared by Mr. H. C. Fetterolf, of Pennsyl&ania, and referred
to the other three state members of the Council for corrections

and comment., Differences of opinion will be readily recognized.

Mr, Fetterolf'!s minutes of the Council meetings follow,

with my coﬁments indicated in parentheses.
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Report of the Mceting of the National Advisory Council of

\ The Future Farmers of America, May 18 to 22, inclusive IQZSQ
; Washington, D, C. ——

By He C, Fetterolf, Chief, Agricultural Education-Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Personnel of National Advisory Council
The meeting was attended by the entirc membership of the
Council, made up of J, A. Linke, Chairman, the Regional Agents,
tlessrs. Lane, Spanton, Clecments and Pearson, the representatives of
thg four respective regions elected by the State Supervisors and
Teacher Trainers, Mr. S. M. Jackson from Louisiana representing the
Southern Region, Mr. L. R. Davics of Colorado, representing the
Western Region, Mr. L. D. Clements of Nebraska rcpresenting the
Central Region, and myself represcnting the North At;anpic Region.
The United States Office of Education peid the expenses of.the_

regional representatives to this conference.

Action of Board of Truszges
The Board of Trustees of the Future Farmers of America

was called to Washington on Sundey, May 14, and spent the 15th,

O

16th and 17th in reviewing thc applications for thc Amcrican Farmer

N

Degree. One hundred and ecighty-nine applications had beon sub-

mitted., The Board of Trustecs approved onc hundred and twenty

L

applications. Forty-two of the remaining sixty-nine were classified

as doubtful by the Board of Trustees and were passed on to the
National Advisory Council for final action, Twenty-seven applications
were rejected by the National Board of Trustees.
Action of National Advisory Council
The National Advisory Council spent the forenoon of May 18
reviewing the applications that had becn approved by the Board of

Trustees. The purpose of reviewing thesc applications was to give
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the National Advisory Council an idea of the standards set up in the

“) minds of the boys regarding the qualifications of those who were to

. receive the American Fermcr Degree. |
The National Council devoted the following two days from

Thursday noon, May 18, to Saturday noon, May 20, on the applications
which had been classified as doubtful and those that had been rejected ‘
by the National Board of Trustees. Every application was carefully
discussed and each qualification of the candidate examined carefully.

By a vote of the Council, forty-one of the applicationﬁrf,,—”"‘ 7 1}

classified as doubtful by the Board of Trustees were approved. One of
,,_../ ~ S

the doubtful applications was rejécted. Thirteen of the applications

which were rejected by the Board of Trustees were approved by the
Advisory Council. A total of fourteen applications were rejected by
the Board of Trustees and by the National Advisory Council, making a
:) total of one hundred and seventy-five applications zpproved by the
National Advisory Council and a total of fourteen rejected.
Approximately twenty applications had simple mistakes in

addition in making up the summary of the supervised farming program of

the candidate in the columns on Total Debits, Total Credits and Labor
Income on Page 5 of the application blank. The Board of Trustees
approved all applications where the mistakes were less than $50.00,
They rejected all applications vwhere the mistekes exceeded'$50.00.

The attitude of the Nationai Adviséry Council was that a mistake was
a mistake whether it appeare? in the “cents" column or in the "dollar"
column, that a mistake in addition was just as bad regardless of-
whether it was 1¢ or $1,000. In some cases the mistakes were as high

as & thousand dollars, but were purely mistakes of addition end there
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was no evidence whatever of falsifying accounts.

The National Advisory Council took the aftitude that since
theée were apparently simple mistckes in addition, the applications
should be returned to the States for correction, and perhaps for an ex—
planation. In so doing it would perhaps be a lesson to State Supervisors
and local teachers and we hope in thc future it would cause both State
Supervisors and local teachers to be more careful and accurate. It was
discovered that many of the applications, where the amounts exceeded
%50.00, were applications of some of the very best candidates in the
United States. It was found that in the case of two applications the
Board of Trustecs, in checking the summaery page, had made mistakes, one
mistake of $400 and on another a mistake of $1,000. These applications
were rejected because of these mistokes and the National Advisory
Council found the original zcccounts to be correct. It was a very good
example of impressing upon the National Board of Trustees that they also
were not infallible but made mistokes in addition the same as othars,

There was a great decl of discussion on the part of the committee
relative to the clarification of these mathemeticel mistokes. It was,
however, the opinion of the Advisory Council that the State Supervisors
should be permitted to correct thesc mathematical errors this year and
that it should not be considered a precedent in examining and passing
upon future applications.

Supervised Farming Program

Meny applications were classified as doubtful or rejected on
the supervised farming program of the epplicant. In discussing these
applications, invariebly the members of the Advisory Council turned to

the Regional Agent and the representotive of the Advisory Council from
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that region for additional information and for their opinions as to
whether or not the supervised farming prograom of the applicant was
satisfactory or not. The many years of experience and the knowledge of
the members of the Advisory Council regarding the agriculturce of their
regions was a valuable assct in interpreting the supervised farmihg
programs from the various regions. The rcgulations of the United States
Department of Agriculture under the Triple A and other regulatory acts
were o vital factor in limiting the progrems of a number of applicants.
Apparently the Board of Trustees did not take theée regulations inte
consideration.

Wherever an application wes classified as doubtful or rejected
by the Board of Trustees because of the supervised farming program,
the Advisory Council discussed in detail the farming program of the
applicant. In a number of cases the mature judgment of the members of
the Advisory Council and their knowledge of the agriculture of the
particular State from which the applicant came helped in making the
decision of the Advisory Council. >It was vefy evident that the lack of
knowledge of the members of the Board of Trustees was the reason for
the rejection of applications along this particular line. This in no
way should be construed as a criticism of the Board of Trustees.

Item 8 of the factors that go to determine the qualifications

of a candidate is "does the candidate show outstanding ability in leader-

. ship and cooperation?" This was a part of the application that perhaps

provoked more discussion then any other qualification.
The questions:
2. What constitutes outstanding ability in leadership and

cooperation?



b. May these abilities be in the fields of school activities,
athletic activities, or must they be in strictly cgricultural
activitics?

Ce Can the ability in leadership bc separated from the ability
to cooperate?

The members of the committee were not in cccord on meny of the
itens listed under cooperation and leadership. A great decl of time was
devoted to a discussion of these two gualifications of the candidates.

It was very evident that this part of the application needs interpretétion
and clarification. From the opinions expressed by the members of the
Council it is a question in my mind at least; as to whether these in-
terpretations and clarifications can be stendardized to the satisfaction
of meny of our State Supervisors and also the FFA leaders. "It seems to

me thot interprciation will have to be made by the Regional Agent and
members of the Advisory Council from their respective rcegions.

Many lcadership ebilitics werce listed under Cooperative
abilities a&nd vice versa. It secmed to be ﬁhe gencral opinion of the
Council that in revising the application bleonk the abilitics in cooperation
and leadership should be combined under onc heading. It was also brought
out in the discussion thet many good condidates would be denied the
American Farmer Degrcc if they were required to be members or participate
in the activities of an agricultural co-op. This is due to the fact
that there may not be a gstrictly agricultural cooperative in the com-
munity in which the candidate lives. It may also be true that the
membership in some agricultural cooperatives is limited to adults.

(The following is controversial. Your representative is of

the belief that the paragraeph is correct. Others say no formal action
was taken. - L.R.D.)
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It was also brought out in the discussion of the Advisory Council
that only a limited number of boys can hold office in the State Association
and, therefore, may be limited in opportunity to participate in the State
Association activities. The Netional Advisory Council this year in in-
terpreting FFA activities decided that participation in the program of
work of the local FFA Chapter was participation in the State program of
work. ?his interpretation was made becususe-the.State. program gonsists
of the ﬁrograms of the local chapters:

A number of applications were turned down by the Board of Trustees
because the next FFA Nationel Convention would be held more than three
years after graduation from nigh school. The National Advisory Council
approved all applications that came in this classification providing the
candidate was a member of o part-time class. This interpretation was
necessary because Article III, Section B, of the Constitution of the Future
Fgrmers of Ameriéa rcads: MActive membership, any student who is regularly
enrolled in an all-day, day_unit or part-time class in Vocational Agri-
culture, etc." The Council also made a recommendation to the National
Board of Trustees for the clarification of this Article in the Constitution.

Scholarship

The National Advisory Council recommended that the National
Association change Article VI, Scetion E — 5 to: "be in the upper 30% of
his agriculture class in all school subjccts during the entire period of
his secondary school instruction." The purposc of this proposal was to
eliminate agricultural bpys from competition with meny girls in the large
high schools cnd place the boys in competition with the boys of their own

class.
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No Additional Information

The National Advisory Council decided that no State would be
permitted to submit additional information for a candidate after the
application is submitted on May 1. The Council recommended that the
application be returned to the State Supervisors and that theoy be asked
to clarify or give o satisfactory explanation of mistokes in thc addition
of the summary of supervised farming practice cnd in one or two other
cases wherc the ranking of a candidate in regard to scholarship was not
clear,

Campaign of Education

Since meny of the mistakes thot cppeared in the applications
this year have appeared in the applications in years past, it was thought
best to concentrate on o campaign of education with regard to filling
out applications., The Council felt that in our attcmpt to obtain better
prepared applications the new blonk should be a little more specific in
setting up stendards and should contein some definitions and interpretations.
They thought perhéps in somc cases illustrations could be used to
advantage.

(It wes the belief of your representative that each State member

of the Council would endeavor to educate Supervisors of his own region
to the need for accurate applications. — L.R.D.)

Action of Council, Final
At the beginning of the conference and at various times through-
out the confercnce the Advisory Council wished to have a very definite
understanding with the National Adviser as to the disposition of all
opplications that were presented. It was the opinion of the largg majority
of the Council that their action should be final, and that the National
Adviser did not have the power of rcversing the actions of the Council in

regerds to any of the applications., The Advisory Council went on that
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assumpticn in revicwing the epplications and in 2ll other actions taken.
3 Revised Application Blank
| During the examination of the applicati&ns it was very e&ident
that the application blank should be revised., It was the understanding
that the State Supervisors through the Notional Advisory Council wouid be
consulted on thc revision of the application blank;

The meeting of the Council adjourncd Monday, May 22, at 5 P.M.

Report of the Meeting of the National Advisory Coun§1l
of the Future Farmers of America held at Kansas Cl&x

~y October 15, 1939
g This meeting of the Advisory Council was held in pr. J. A. Linke’s
room at the Hotel Alladin. It was attended by the four régional repre~
sentatives of the Council, Doctor Lihke, Mr. Clements, répresentdtive of'
the Southern Region, Mr. Ross and Mr. PearSoh, representihg‘fhe Centrai
) Region, and Mr. Groseclose.

After a discussion which lasted four hours, the Council made the

following recommendationg to the delegate body of the Future Formers of

America:

1. That the scholarship requirémcntvfor the Americon Fdrﬁer Dégree be
changed so that a candidate, in order to qualify, must stand.in the
upper 30 per cent of hié’agriculture class in all subjects during the
entire period of his secondary school instruction. (This recommondation,
when voted on by the delegates at the Convention on Thursday, October
19, was defeated.)

2, That-provision be made in the FFA budget to teke care of the necessary
expcnges of the National Advisory Counqil. (An item of $500 was

approved by the delegate body to take care of these expenses, where
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it cannot be supplied otherwise.)

‘) 3. That the application blank for the American Farmer Degree be revised

along the following lines:

Qe
b.
t:,}/ Ce
d.
o
B
: Ce
fo |

That it be specifically stated in the instruction of the appli-
cation for thc American Former Degree that: "no addition or
corrcctions will be accepted after the epplication is filed on

May 1."

. That the States submit the number of applications to which their

membership entitles thom computed as of May 1 iﬁstead of August 1.
That "the time 1limit of awarding the American Former Degree

shall be three years after the first National Convention>following
completion of high school vocational cgriculture classroom in-
struction or leaving school."

That the two itcems on Page 1 of the old application, namely:
"evidence of sctisfactory participationm in local chapter programs"
end M"evidenee of satisfactoiy participation in Stote Aésociation
program" be combinced into one heeding to read as follows:
"evidence of satisfactory poarticipetion in FFA programs."

Thet item "d" Page 4 which reads "How meny years of Vocational

Agriculture did you complete as a high school student - as a

part—-time student" be eliminated from the blank.

That the summary cf the supervised farm prégram of the candidete
include columns showing: Total Debits (A); Total Credits (B);
Net. Paid Sclf for Labor (D); Total Project or Labor Income (E);
for thc various enterpriscs. Also a formula to check accuracy
of figures B - A=C. C+D=E. "Totcl Debits includes "Paid

Self for Labor."
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") ge That in order to cvoid duplicotion, the candidate combinc and

list under one heading his "Leazdorship ond Cooperative Activities.”

Meetln 0 thc National Adv1sor Council hc

The gres ter part of this mecting was devoted to a discussion of
the purchase of the Netional FFA Camp site ncar Mt. Vernon. In this dis-
cussion the following factors werce discussed:

1. The total cost of the land and whether or not the national treasury of
the FFA can afford this oxpenditure,
by 2. As to whether the land under consideration for purchase would be a
sound investment.
3, The cost of putting the site in condition for an FFA Canm
4, The overhead cxpense in operating the Canmp. |
:) 5. The possible usc which would be mede of the Camp.
» After much discussion, the Council approved of the purchase of
the Camp sitc. (Recently this tract éf lend hos been purchased by the
National Aschiation,of the Future Farmers of iAmerica).

It was -agrecd that the next neeting of thc National Adviscry

Council would be held in Washington during the month of May and at the
samc time as the meeting of thc National Board of Trustees of the Future

Formers of America.

>

>
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STAFF CONFERENCE | x(‘ij‘
Memo - Beard - No. 23-A

Subject: Selection of American Farmers.

Present: Advisory Council.

Mr. Jackson moved that Council disregard transcripts for this
year. Seconded by Dr. Lane. Lost by vote of 5 to 4.

Mr. Jackson moved that the council pass the application of
Glenn Omithh provided Mr. Clements investigates applicant's scholar-
ship and finds that it meets the standards. Seconded.

Dr. Spanton moved to amend Mr. Jackson's motion by'approving the
application of the Wyoming boy on further investigation.

Mr. Pearson moved to amendMr. Jackson's motion by appwobing the
application of the Missouri boy. Seconded by Mr. Hall.

Mr. Clements moved that all motions before the house be tabled.
Seconded and passed.

Mr. Clements moved that the Council advise Oklahoma to withdraw
the application of Blenn Smith on account of discrepancies and that
it be resubmitted afiother year.. Seconded and passed.

Present: Advisory Council and Trustees.

Applications of “merican Farmer applications were examined and
discussed. The trustees stated that they were willing to accept
the Council's standard on accuracy but asked that the trustees'
stendards on leadership be accepted.

Discussion centered around these questions:

1. Must a boy participate in F.F.A. activities outside
of his local chapter to have "outstanding ability in leader-
ship and cooperation®?

2. Is participation in State program both leadership and
cooperation?

This lead to questions whether the following kinds of
part1cipafion constituted outstanding leadership and cooperation:

1. Participation in local adult programs.

2. Delegate to State conference.

3. Participation in State judging contests.
4, Attendance at State leadership conference.
5. Attendance at State camp.

6. Participation in 4-H Clud actlvities.

Dr. Spsnton pointed out that the constitution calls for
two seperate items and these were being donfused, namely:




1. Participation in the activities of the local chapter and
State association.

2. Show outstanding ability in leadershi: and cooperation.

It was generally agreed that participation in one activity
of the State program satisfied the State particiocation requirements:
that holding one local office satiéfied the outstanding leadership
and that one local cooperative activity was sufficéent.

A question arose as t0 the proper base upon which to calculate
the upper 40 percent in scholarshipl Some had averaged the enroll-
ment for the four years, others had used the senior year only. It
was decided that all applications passed should b8 rechecked and
eliminated unless the boy was in the upper 40 percent of the senior
or highest class that he had reached in high school.
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